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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Star Trek Beyond
Once More into the Allegory

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Justin Lin’s Star Trek Beyond has a
built-in likability factor, just a few
notches below Mom and apple pie.
Therefore, in the never-ending quest
for objectivity in film criticism, the
question must be posed: If one had
been in a coma since before Gene
Roddenberry created the Star Trek
phenomenon, and upon awakening
were shown this latest venture to
where no one has gone before, what
would he or she think of it? Don’t
dwell on the inherent sadness of how
young our viewer must have been
when lapsing into a coma. It’s hypo-
thetical. But his name is Billy.

The contention here is that, more
than likely, while dining on the requi-
site graham crackers and orange juice
before being transitioned to more
substantial grub, the formerly coma-
tose would opine thusly: “It is color-
ful, full of noble thoughts, neatly
acted, decently directed and need-
lessly violent. But I didn’t get the idea
of the pointy ears. And I sure wish you
had waited a little while before show-
ing it to me. Hypothetical,
smypothetical, I just came out of a
coma. At the very least you could
have shown some cartoons first, or
don’t they do that anymore?”

Thanking our imaginary Billy for
proving my point, and wishing him
luck in resuming life among the quick,
the fact is that director Lin’s film is
aimed not at the post slumbering, but
at the inveterate Trekkie, and any
proselytes it might attract. I fit neither
category, and while certainly appre-
ciating the iconic creativity of the
series and applauding its moral-dis-
seminating potential, must note that I
feel about each succeeding movie the
way I feel about cats. That is, I judge
them on their individual merits.

Oh, granted, I’m lying a little bit.
Who isn’t enamored of the USS
Enterprise’s crew? Unless you were
in a coma….oh, did that. I mean, here
they are, each with his or her endear-
ing quirks and traits. They are our
media uncles, aunts and cousins, and
to make it all the more delightful and
comforting, not only are they still
alive, but in these reboots, they are
young…younger even than when we
first knew them. It adds a whole di-
mension to our fandom. We become
psychologists of sorts, observing the
character growth of our favorite per-
sonae.

Watching their development, in-
cluding watershed life experiences
that will impact their personalities, is
affirming and, though futuristic ad-
venture is generally about change,
there is a warm, fuzzy feeling in that
the old gang, now young, is pretty
much the same. The inspired prequel
idea saves the viewer from the dis-
concerting experience of new players

taking the place of actors too aged or
unfortunately deceased. Individual
story plots are not as important as
being able to say, “Now, isn’t that just
like Kirk?”

Nevertheless, the great science fic-
tion tradition of veiling the crucial
social and political issues of our day
in another setting, in this case Star
Date 2263.2, is alive and well here.
It’s about the threat of despotism …
the dangerous appeal of would-be
leaders who promise everything short
of eternal life, and sometimes that,
too. While I surmise the average
Trekkie is educated and has a sense of
history, we can only hope that some
of our narrow-minded citizens will
somehow lope into a theater where
the “Star Trek” enlightenment is civi-
lizing all who would welcome it.

The life lessons exampled by Cap-
tain Kirk, Mr. Spock, Bones, et al,
beseech, ‘Give us your prejudiced,
selfish, insensitive and pigheaded
yearning to understand the true idea
of America.’ The notion would par-
ticularly anger Idris Elba’s super-vil-
lainous Krall, this episode’s mon-
strous reactionary opposed to every-
thing the Federation champions. Hid-
ing no picture of himself rotting in the
attic a la Dorian Gray, he vaunts the
ugly proof of his hatred for coopera-
tion and harmony on his Devil-gar-
goyle face.

So it’s a good thing the new-origi-
nal gang is here to fight the good
fight, their idiosyncrasies and man-
nerisms intact. You can set your clock,
no matter the star date, by Chris Pine’s
solid, morally principled Kirk; enjoy
the playful conjecture as to whether
Zachary Quinto’s Commander Spock
is as unemotional as advertised; find
humor and wellbeing in Dr. Bones
McCoy’s (Karl Urban) signature ex-
asperation, and so on down the line of
science fiction’s most famous motley
crew.

While the good vs. evil storyline of
this action-packed homage to the fran-
chise is simple almost to a fault, we’re
blessedly spared the convolutions at-
tendant to movies that overly im-
merse in the lore and minutiae of their
fictional world. The accent is on the
future of democracy, and if it’s able to
entertainingly wake some from the
coma of pie-in-the-sky solutions, then
this Star Trek mission will have surely
reached beyond its expectations.

***
Star Trek Beyond, rated PG-13, is a

Paramount Pictures release directed
by Justin Lin and stars Chris Pine,
Zachary Quinto and Idris Elba. Run-
ning time: 122 minutes

SUMMER SCHOOL...Robin Gasson, teacher in the Westfield Public Schools
(center front), works with students in the district’s Extended School Year
program to help them advance toward attaining their goals. Paraprofessional
Debbie DeNicola provides assistance, while Program Director, Joanne Ryan,
records her observations.
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Verdi and Puccini to be
Performed at SWSCH

Union Chinese School Speech
Contest Winners Announced

WESTFIELD – Second Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing (SWSCH)
will present Verdi and Puccini: Mas-
ters of Music and Passion on Mon-
day, August 8 at 2 p.m. at SWSCH,
1129 Boynton Avenue, Westfield.
This program is free and open to the
public; however, reservations are
required because of limited seating.
The program is funded by the Hori-
zons Speakers Bureau of the New
Jersey Council for the Humanities,
a state partner of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities.

In the 19th century, Giuseppe
Verdi became a world figure through
his creation of operatic standards
and his fight for Italian unification.
The characters and passions of
Verdi’s operatic masterpieces con-
tinue to excite audiences 150 years
later and the music has become part
of popular musical heritage from
“La Donna e Mobile” through the
“Anvil Chorus.” Few works are as
loved as are the operas of Giacomo
Puccini. Puccini’s ability to touch
the deepest of romantic emotions
and let them sing has moved audi-
ences around the world from the
youthful exuberance and tragic
loves of La Boehme through the
poignant heartbreak of Madame
Butterfly and the triumphant chal-
lenges of Turandot. Puccini’s ro-
mantic style has been a major influ-
ence on film and Broadway com-
posers, and his stories have re-
mained inspirations for poets, play-
wrights and composers, according
to Horizons Speakers Bureau.

Robert W. Butts serves as Music
Director and Conductor with The
Baroque Orchestra of New Jersey
(BONJ), New York Classical Mu-
sic Society, Eastern Opera Com-
pany, and In Mid Air Productions.
He teaches and lectures at Drew
University, Montclair State Uni-

versity, The College of Saint Eliza-
beth, and The New Jersey Council
For the Humanities. He has done
pre-concert talks for NJPAC, The
New Jersey Symphony, The New
Jersey State Opera and Elderhostel.
With BONJ, he has developed the
broadcast video series Concerts
and Conversations. He is a recipi-
ent of the Arts Council of the Mor-
ris Area Arts Professional of the
Year and has been a finalist for the
2010 and 2011 American Prize for
Orchestral Conducting, the 2011
and 2012 American Prize for Op-
era Conducting, and the 2011
Vytautas Marijosius Memorial
Award. In 2015, he was a finalist
for opera/orchestra conductor and
for orchestra/theater composition.
He was awarded the 2011 Ameri-
can Prize Citation for outstanding
educational and outreach work in
music. On March 7, Maestro Butts
made his debut in Italy conducting
Pergolesi’s La Serva Padrona at
Teatro San Domenico in Crema.
He was named a 2015 American
Prize Honored Artist. He was also
recently featured in interviews on
WQXR, Comcast Newsmakers, and
New Jersey Monthly.

For more information about this
event, contact: Carezza Motley at
(908) 518-9586 ext. 5. For more
information about the Horizons
Speakers Bureau, please visit:
njch.org/programs/hsb

WESTFIELD – Union Chinese
School (UCS) at Westfield holds an
annual school-wide speech contest in
November. The competition includes
categories A-D, which are traditional
groups, and CSL one to three, which
are for children in Chinese as a sec-
ond language classes. Two topics are
chosen for each age group every year,
and the students are required to give
a speech on one of the provided top-
ics. The students are judged based on
technique, presentation, content of
their speech, and time management.

The A group members are the
youngest, consisting of children six
years of age and younger. Elias Chang,
the first place winner spoke about his
favorite Chinese festival. It was his
third year participating in the speech
contest. The experience has helped
him practice his public speaking and
Mandarin skills.

The B group consists of children
ages seven to nine. Victoria Wint won
the first place by speaking about the
Zodiac Sign. This is her fourth year at
UCS. Besides learning Mandarin
Chinese, she also enjoys participat-
ing in the Chinese folk dance class.

The C group consists of children
ages 10 to 12. Hannah Huang, Madi-
son Wright, and Ariel Hsu were the
first, second, and third place winners,
respectively. Hannah and Ariel’s topic
was “What I Know about Taiwan”,
and Madison’s topic was “A Dream
Chinese School”.

The D group, the oldest of all tradi-
tional age groups, consists of stu-
dents aged 13 and older. Colby Chen,
a current freshman at Westfield High
School, won the first place. His topic
was “If I was a Chinese Teacher”.
Colby wants to be a Chinese teacher
who can change students’ perspec-
tives towards learning a difficult lan-
guage. Previously, Colby has also
represented UCS at CACA speech
competitions and has won two tro-
phies for his speeches.

The CSL-1 group consists of chil-
dren eight years of age and younger.
Garrett Gao, the first place winner,
chose the topic “What I Like the
Most…”. He spoke about his summer
trip to Beijing and meeting all of his
extended family. Garrett also described
how he enjoyed visiting Tiananmen
Square, touring the Forbidden City,
climbing the Great Wall, and eating
Beijing roast duck. His family was
amazed at his progress after just one
year of attending UCS. Garrett’s rela-
tives in China were all very impressed
by his speech after seeing a video of

him at the speech contest.
The CSL-2 group consists of chil-

dren ages nine to 11. Sophie Meinke
was the third place winner. Her topic
was “My Favorite Food”. Sophie has
been enrolled at UCS since she was
four, and enjoys learning about her
heritage as well as practicing Chinese
with her mother and grandmother.
She was able to put her language
skills to good use when she traveled
around China over the summer.

The CSL-3 group consists of stu-
dents aged 12 and older. Kristen
Adams, who has studied at UCS for
five years, was the first place winner.
Her topic was “My Purpose of Learn-
ing Chinese”. Her family is amazed
that she has gone from speaking very
little Chinese at home, to winning
first place in a speech contest. In
addition, Ben Carpenter was the sec-
ond place winner. Ben talked about
how he wanted to learn Chinese be-
cause of his adopted younger brother,
who forgot how to speak Mandarin
after being in the United States for a
year. Ben wanted to help his brother
relearn Chinese, as well as to help
himself understand a part of his
family’s culture.

Union Chinese School (UCS) is a
traditional Mandarin Chinese school
based out of Westfield, NJ. Classes
are held at Edison Intermediate School
on Saturday mornings.

For information on attending a Satur-
day Chinese School in Westfield con-
tact UCS Principal Airu Chen at
ucsnjp@gmail.com or
airu_sun@yahoo.com for more infor-
mation.
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Univ. of Oklahoma
Announces Local Grad

NORMAN, Okla. — Students from
48 states and Washington, D.C., are
among candidates for degrees this
spring on the University of Okla-
homa Norman campus.

Gary James Olkowski of Westfield
graduated with an M.A. in Adminis-
tration.

Mastrocola Inducted
Into Honor Society

BATON ROUGE, La. – Marissa
Mastrocola of Scotch Plains was re-
cently initiated into The Honor Soci-
ety of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's
oldest and most selective collegiate
honor society for all academic disci-
plines. Marissa was initiated at Kean
University.


