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WF 11U White Edges Summit in Playoffs, 9-7
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plays to first base in those big situa-
tions. He plays a nice shortstop, gets
down on the ball, has a good arm.
Usually the whole team plays good
defense. Today we let a couple of
balls get by us but again we did enough
to win,” Coach Fischer said.

Westfield took advantage of a pair
of errors, two walks, a wild pitch and
Callahan’s two-run double down the
leftfield line to score four runs in the
bottom of the first. Summit threat-
ened a bit in the second when Fagan,
who singled, attempted to score on a
pitch in the dirt but catcher Callahan
got the ball back to the pitcher Fischer
in time to make the putout.

Four more runs were on tap in the
Westfield second and it began when
Theo Sica and Jared Goldman were
both hit-by-a-pitch. Wild pitches al-
lowed a run to score then Ethan Stack
followed with an RBI sacrifice fly to
right and Brendan Percival hit a hard
groundout back to the mound. Fischer
and Buoscio walked. A bungled run-
down attempt allowed another run to
score then Mangiamele hammered his
RBI double to left. Ben Kelly smacked
a long drive to center but Tom
Formichelli snagged it.

The Summit third began with
Colandrea’s single over second,
Manahan’s walk and Donovan’s single
to load the bases. Formichelli’s
grounder slipped past the shortstop
and two runs scored. Bauman and
Hellings reached on errors, which re-

sulted in two more runs. Parrish re-
lieved and got the next batter to ground
out to Fischer for the second out then
Nicely made the score 8-5 with his
RBI double.

Hauer doubled and scored on a
passed ball in the fourth to tighten the

score to 8-6 then Mangiamele slashed
his key RBI single in the fifth. In the
Summit sixth, Hellings beat out an
infield single and later scored on a
throwing error for the final run.
Summit Gold 005 101 7
Westfield White 440 01x 9

Chico’s Skips by Chaz Brown in Playoff, 20-13
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scored and added an RBI single. PJ
Valanta (RBI) and Sean Wessel each
singled twice and scored once. Pitcher
Frank Mastrocola scored once. Ar-
riving stylishly late, Rob Rowland
singled and scored once in his two
plate appearances.

Berwick slashed a single to right-
center in the top of the fourth and
managed to score after Chico’s pitcher
Murphy initiated a short-to-first
double play with Lorenz being the
pivot man. Chico’s matched the score
in the lower half of the inning when
Ellman tripled and scored on Poillon’s
single to right. Chico added a run in
the second when Mrozek scored on
Alleman’s double to right.

Evans led off the third with a double
to center and scored on Berwick’s
double to center. Wester then plopped
an RBI single over short to give
Charlie Brown’s a 3-2 lead. But not
for long!

Poillon ignited a round robin of

nine runs for Chico’s with a leadoff
single. Murphy singled and Lettieri
punched an RBI single. D’Angelo
launched a two-run triple over the
centerfielder’s head and Reupter
bounced an RBI single over second.
After a pair of line drive outs, Lorenz
singled, Ellman sizzled a two-run
single over second, Poillon reached
on an error and Murphy hopped an
RBI double to center then was thrown
out at third by Berwick in center to
halt the bombardment.

But Charlie Brown’s was fired up
too and plated seven runs in the fourth
to tighten the score to 11-10. Tripet
singled over third then scored when
Wessel’s infield single caused a throw-

ing error. Mastrocola reached on an
error, Berwick lined an RBI single to
center and Mihanski singled past third.
Wester and Valanta both poked RBI
singles and Rich Dare drew an RBI
walk. Tripet finished the scoring with
a two-run single to center.

Lettieri singled and scored on
Reupter’s sac fly in the Chico’s fourth
then Charlie made good for two in the
fifth with Berwick’s RBI triple to
center and Mihanski’s chopping RBI
single past third. Chico’c danced
across the plate three times in the
lower half of the fifth with RBI singles
from Murphy and Lettieri and a sac
fly from D’Angelo.

Feeling a bit exhausted, Charlie
Brown’s managed just one run in the
sixth with Evans’ RBI single. Chico’s
remained activated in the seventh with
four runs to stretch their lead to 19-
13. After Poillon and Murphy singled,
Lettieri hobbled an RBI double,
D’Angelo walloped a two-run triple

and Brencens lofted an RBI sac fly to
shallow center.

Charlie Brown’s snoozed in the
eighth but Chico’s added one in their
half when Ellman doubled to center
and scored on Poillon’s single past
short. Charlie Brown’s remained in
snooze mode in the ninth but did
wake up to shake hands after the game.
Charlie Brown’s 102 721 000 13
Chico’s 119 130 41x 20
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South Orange Passes Westfield
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while teammate Charley Herley was
at the plate. Herley then came through
by slapping an RBI single into
leftfield. Herley, a sparkplug all game
for the Cougars, stole his way over to
third base, then scored on an pickoff
throw that went awry. Pitcher Matt
Parrish managed to get out of the
inning with no further damage but
Westfield White now trailed 10-5
heading into their final at bat.

The number one seed would not go
down without a fight. Ben Kelly laced
a one out single up the middle then
stole second and third. Owen Halleran
walked then stole second to place
Westfield White runners on second
and third with one out. Parrish ripped
a single into center that scored Kelly
from third and cut the deficit to 10-6.
After Parrish stole second Pete
Meixner was retired on a fly ball.
South Orange-Maplewood pitcher
Nick Williams walked the next batter
to load the bases with two outs bring-

ing the tying run to the plate in the
form of Theo Sica. In a dramatic at
bat, Sica worked the count full and
managed to earn another walk that
drove home a run and cut the lead to
10-7. More importantly, it brought
the winning run to the plate. However
there would be no miracle comeback
for Westfield White as Goldman
grounded to second base for the final
out of the game.

For South Orange-Maplewood the
game had special meaning. This same
Westfield White squad earlier in Dis-
trict play defeated the Cougars, by a
score of 7-4. The two teams met last
year in the playoffs with Westfield
White again getting the better of it.
The come from behind rally summed
up what this team was all about ac-
cording to their head coach.

“We didn’t go as far as we would
have liked to in the districts and they
(Westfield White) beat us there so the
kids were definitely motivated to win
here,” said Starzynski. “We’ve had
some games like this before where we
were behind and just had to put to-
gether a few good innings at the plate.
Even when they were down 4-1 the
kids kept swinging the bat.”

Each team scored a run in the first
inning. Westfield White took the lead
in the bottom of the second by taking
advantage of four walks. Westfield
White scored on a bases loaded walk
to Goldman that made it 2-1.

Westfield White added two more in
the bottom of the third, courtesy of a
two-run double by Kelly that scored
Fischer and Anthony Buoscio who
had earlier singled. Kelly, the starting
pitcher, was cruising along, allowing
just one run over the first three in-
nings before running into trouble in
the fourth,

The game was a showdown be-
tween the top two seeds with Westfield
White entering as the number one
seeded champion of the West Divi-
sion and South Orange-Maplewood
coming in as winners of the West
Division. Westfield White finished
the season at 9-3. South Orange-
Maplewood ended at 9-2.

“That is the way you want it to be,”
said Fischer. “The two top seeds meet-
ing and playing a very competitive
game against each other for the tro-
phy. We would have liked a different
outcome but South Orange did a great
job.”
So. Or-Mplwood 100 252 10
Westfield White 112 012 7
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centerfield.
Sofa Kings added two more in the

fourth. This time their bats did the
work. Krone led off with a single and
Kyle Adams followed that with an
RBI triple to deep right field. Doug
Della Donne then delivered an RBI
on a sac fly to make it 10-0.

Having already hit into three double
plays, Darby Road finally plated some
runs in the fifth. Dave “Bear” Conlon
tore an RBI double down the leftfield
line that got rid of the goose egg for
Darby Road. They managed to load
the bases on a couple of errors by the
Sofa King defense. Darby Road then
took a page from the Sofa King
playbook as they drew three straight
walks from Richichi that brought in
three more runs. But a familiar prob-
lem tormented Darby Road once again
with Bettinger hitting into a 4-6-3
double play to end the uprising.

Sofa Kings got back on track in the
sixth by scoring two more runs to take
a 12-5 lead. Marquel Harrison led off
with a double then scored on a single
by Krone. Lyp drove in the other run
on a ground ball to second base.

Krone and Lyp helped blow the
game open in the eighth inning. Krone
once again rounded the bases after
turning a misplayed single into a four-

bagger to lead off the inning. Lyp
would drive in another run on a two-
out single. Everitt also had an RBI
single. In all, Sofa Kings added four
runs to their total giving them a 16-5
lead heading into the ninth inning.

Faced with an 11-run deficit, Darby
Road managed to get a runner on
base when Brian Nigro delivered a
one-out single to right centerfield.
After Tyler Wade was retired on a fly
ball, Darby Road was down to its last
out. It was here that Matt Hagler took
out his frustrations and provided one
highlight for Darby Road to take
with them into the off-season. Hagler
got a hold of a Richichi pitch and
rocketed it high and deep over the
leftfield fence for a two-run homer.
Hagler had just missed earlier in the
game on a similar blast that landed in
the woods about 10 feet into foul
territory.

It was small consolation for Darby
Road as Bettinger fouled out to end
the game. Darby Road finished the
season with one win.

Everitt delivered three RBI for Sofa
Kings. Lyp and Krone each knocked
in a pair of runs for the victors. Hagler
had three RBI for Darby Road.
Darby Road 000 050 002 7
Sofa Kings 152 202 04x 16
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July 31, 2013: St. Jude realized
early on that its quest was not an
impossible one when the boys of the
Apostles Division blasted a pair of
home runs in the first inning and added

a grand slam in the fourth to cruise to
a 14-4 victory over St. Alexander of
the Angels Division in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League ac-
tion at Forest Road Park in Fanwood.

St. Jude collected 17 hits and Joe
DeChiaro went 4-for-4 with two runs
scored. Sal Gano went 4-for-4 with
two runs scored and added an RBI.
Paul Erbafina blasted a grand slam
home run in the fourth and added a
single and a run scored in the seventh.
Billy Aumenta (2-for-3, 2 runs scored)
whacked a three-run homer in the first
inning moments after Daryl Fornuff
(2 runs scored) led off the inning with
a solo blast.

August 2, 2012: Three booming
inside-the-park home runs off the bats
of St. Nicholas were impressive; how-
ever, persistent pellet shots led to an
8-7 St. James Gang victory in St.

Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains. The James Gangsters
notched the victory with two runs in
the bottom of the seventh inning when
Dan Shneyder brought home Tom
Maher with an RBI single and Marty
Bernstein ended it with an RBI sacri-
fice fly that scored Frank Apicella.

St. Nicholas totaled 16 hits, and
power man Gus Alvarez whacked a
two-run homer and a solo blast. Mike
Barcellona went 4-for-4, including a
solo homer, and scored twice.

August 4, 2011: Oldtimers sparked
rallies that led St. Joseph to a 14-8
victory over St. Anne in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League ac-
tion at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains. Five members of the 60+ crew
of the St. Joseph gang, Dean Talcott,
Frank Chupko, Tom Litterio, Steve
Ferro and Tony Perfilio made signifi-
cant contributions to the win. Chupko
bashed a leadoff triple to spark a two-
run third inning that snapped a 2-2 tie,
and Talcott tapped a leadoff single
that ignited a raging blaze of nine runs
in the fifth inning.

July 31, 2010: Drifting way back
in time, at least in the mind, the Eliza-

beth Resolutes Base Ball Club hosted
the Diamond State Base Ball Club
from Delaware for an 1870-rules game
and an 1864-rules game at Rahway
River Park in Rahway and emerged
with a 14-1 victory. Dave Chamalian
hammered out four singles and a
double for four RBI, while scoring
once, and Veteran Harry Uhrig, Sr.
from Roselle Park rapped three singles
and a triple for three RBI, while scor-
ing twice.

August 1-2, 2009: The Westfield
12 and under girls softball team nipped
Long Hill and Mountainside, respec-
tively, with identical 5-4 scores to
claim the Parkway Invitational Soft-
ball League title at the Brewer com-
plex in Clark. Against Long Hill, Elena

Scarano ended the game with a two-
out RBI double. Emily Mastrocola
got credit for the win, having relieved
Lauren Schmeider after a solid start.
Against Mountainside, Julia Criscuolo
singled twice and scored a run.

August 1, 2008: Engaged in a
power struggle for supremacy with
St. Anthony and St. David in the Saints
Division of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League, St. Aloysius
took a major step forward by squash-
ing the feisty St. Stephen express, 12-
8, at Brookside Park. Kevin Woodring
wrecked St. Stephen’s hopes offen-
sively with a pair of two-run homers
and Chris Paterek added to the 13-hit
rapping with a homer and three runs
scored. George Balint went 3-for-3,
with two doubles and an RBI, and
Rob Barone tripled, doubled and

David B. Corbin (August 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOOLING THEM ALL…St. Joseph’s Frank Chupko slides into third base with a triple as St. Anne third baseman Mike
McLane gets the ball. The inset has St. Anne skipper Joe McEvoy waiving his outfielders in as Chupko steps to the plate before
launching his triple. Oops! St. Joseph won 14-8 on August 4, 2011.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAFE THIS TIME...Charlie Brown’s Eric Mihanski beats out a single as Chico’s first baseman Chris Lettieri waits for the
throw in the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League playoff game against at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on July 27.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAFE AT THE PLATE...Summit’s Nick Hauer slides home safely in the fourth inning as Westfield pitcher Matt Parrish
scrambles for the ball in the New Providence Gold League semifinal game at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on July 26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A WICKED CUT...Westfield batter Theo Sica takes a wicked cut and fouls the ball in the New Providence Gold
League semifinal game at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on July 26.


