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EVERITT 3 RBI; LYP, KRONE 2 RBI EACH; HAGLER HR

Sofa Kings Cruise in Opener,
Race Down Darby Road, 16-7

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sofa Kings easily navigated Darby
Road in their 16-7 victory in the open-
ing round of the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League playoffs held at
Brookside Park on July 27 in Scotch
Plains. Sofa Kings (10-5) built a 10-
0 lead through the first four innings
before the Darby Road bats awak-
ened. A five-run Darby Road outburst
in the top of the fifth made the game
interesting again but Sofa Kings re-
built their lead with two more in the
bottom of the sixth and four for good
measure in the eighth.

The win set up Sofa Kings for a
second round showdown with Five
Guys scheduled for this week.

“The key for us today really was the
solid defense we played throughout

the game,” said Sofa Kings’ Jay
Everitt. “We were using our third
pitcher in this game. Angelo Richichi
hasn’t pitched for us the entire sea-
son.”

Richichi received great support
from his defense as the Sofa Kings
turned five double plays. Richichi
also got out of a first-inning, bases-
loaded jam by getting Darby Road’s
Johnny Bettinger to ground back to
the pitcher stranding three runners.

“You can’t say enough about the
defense today in big spots,” said Sofa
King Steve Barba. “The infield was
great between the double plays and
all. We trust them and that has been a
key all season.”

Mike Krone got things started for
Sofa Kings in the bottom of the first
when his single into left centerfield

was overrun by the Darby Road out-
fielders. This allowed Krone to round
the bases to spot his team a 1-0 lead.

In the second, Sofa Kings erupted
for five more runs. The Darby Road
defense played a role in its own pre-
dicament here. Four walks in the in-
ning combined with two errors, in-
cluding a mishandled relay in what
could have been a double play ground
ball helped extend the inning. Sofa
Kings managed just one hit during the
rally, a double by Johnny Lyp, yet
came out of the inning with a 6-0 lead.

In the third, Sofa Kings continued
to trample down Darby Road as they
loaded the bases with no outs cour-
tesy of three straight. Everitt then
made Darby Road pay for their gener-
osity by lifting a two-run single to

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT RELAXING YET...The Sofa Kings rest for awhile after trampling Darby Road, 16-7, but are not going to relax yet
because they will face Five Guys in the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League Monday Division semifinals this week.
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KELLY WHACKS 2-RUN DBL, SINGLE; PARRISH RBI 1B

So. Orange-Maplewd Passes
WF White for 11U Title, 10-7

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

South Orange-Maplewood man-
aged to overcome both the raindrops
and a three-run deficit as they rallied
past Westfield White for a 10-7 vic-
tory and a championship in the New
Providence Gold League 11U on July
28 at Gumbert Field 2 in Westfield.
Trailing 4-1 heading into the top of
the fourth inning and with the threat
of rain looming large throughout the
game, the Cougars from South Or-
ange came alive in the nick of time.
South Orange scored two runs in the
top of the fourth and five more in the
fifth to pull ahead for good against
Westfield White.

“It was drizzling throughout the
game and it would have been official
after four innings where we still
trailed,” said South Orange-
Maplewood Head Coach Ed
Starzynski. “So you could say we
racing against the weather while try-
ing to come back.”

Westfield White helped the Cou-
gars by committing four errors in the
fifth after having played clean de-
fense to that point.

“The key to this game tonight was
defense,” said Westfield White Head
Coach Brett Fischer. “That is usually
a strength for us but unfortunately it
wasn’t this time. We had the one bad
inning where we must have made

three or four errors and that led to a lot
of runs for them. Changed the game
entirely.”

After South Orange-Maplewood
took an 8-4 lead, Westfield White
fought back by scratching out a run in
the bottom of the fifth. Jared Goldman
reached after being hit by a pitch.
Goldman stole second base then
moved to third on a ground out.
Goldman scored on a sacrifice fly by
Noah Fischer.

With the game now official, South
Orange headed into the sixth with the
goal of extending their advantage.
Matthew Motiwala delivered a one-
out single then stole second and third,
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GOLD LEAGUE CHAMPIONS...The South Orange-Maplewood team defeated the Westfield White, 10-7, at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on July 28 for the New Providence Gold League 11U Championship.
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ABLE TO RELAX NOW...Darby Road relaxes after dropping a 16-7 decision to Sofa Kings the first round of the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League Monday Division playoffs at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on July 27.
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GETTING A STRONG SECOND...The Westfield White baseball team took second in the New Providence Gold League 11U
Championships at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield. Westfield White entered the playoffs as the top seed.
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