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Fanwood Recycling Association
Gives Thanks and Asks for Help

By the time this letter is published,
the Fanwood Scotch Plains Recycling
Association will have completed the
last day of its 30+ years of operating
the Fanwood Recycling Center. The
Association would like to take this
opportunity to thank the residents of
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield,
and many other communities for their
use of the Center over these many
years. We have been honored to serve
you, and are proud of what we have
been able to accomplish with your
help.

We also would like to thank the
Scotch Plains Fanwood Times for its
many years of editorial support and
interest in recycling, and particularly
its balanced coverage of Fanwood
Borough’s lengthy decision-making
process about how it wanted to man-
age its recycling, culminating in the
decision to adopt a curbside process.

When the State made recycling man-
datory, the Borough government de-
cided to set up a non-profit Recycling
Association, with the goal of using the
revenues from the sale of collected
recyclables to help fund non-profit
community groups – e.g. boy and girl
scout troops, fraternal organizations,
civic and church groups, etc. - whose
own community-building activities
help make Fanwood and other com-
munities good places to live. These
groups joined the Association and took
turns staffing the Center for the 4
hours it was open on Saturdays, help-
ing take materials from residents’ cars
and sorting the items. For this, the
group received a reimbursement,
which has varied over the years, cur-
rently $225 per Saturday worked.

With the collapse of the commodity
markets (think price of oil), this model
became no longer sufficient to cover
all the costs of operating the Center.
The Borough Council has provided a
subsidy to the Association for 21
months. However, with even further
drops in commodity prices and larger
shortfalls, the Council decided it
needed to consider continued support
of the Association or move to curbside
recycling. It has decided on the latter.

In its years of operation the Asso-
ciation:

- Saved the taxpayers of Fanwood
over $1.5 million in fees that were not
paid to vendors for curbside pickup

- Distributed over $300,000 to the
civic groups who staffed the Center on
Saturdays

- Donated thousands of dollars to
Fanwood’s Fire Department, Rescue
Squad, Recreation Commission, Com-
munity Television, and other Borough
organizations

- Provided a safe and supervised
place for Community Service, both
voluntary from schools and clubs and

mandatory from local and County
courts

- Been open to residents of all com-
munities and taken a wider range of
materials than any other Center in the
County

- Provided hands-on educational
tours to scores of school classes and
youth groups to promote recycling

The Borough Council’s decision to
move to curbside pickup destroyed
the Association’s financial base, as
the curbside vendor will now be tak-
ing the most valuable materials, and
so makes it impossible for us to con-
tinue our mission. Without a revenue
stream, it also makes it impossible for
us to pay the approximately $48,000
in debts we have on our books without
some additional help. About $40K is
for a loan we took last year for to
purchase and install a larger baling
machine and improvements to the site
needed for installation, which was
essential for us to continue to recycle
plastics. The remainder is payments
owed to the community groups, who
staffed the Center.

Since October, the Association has
had to divert the revenue from the sale
of recyclables normally used to pay
the groups to pay other essential costs,
such as payroll and utilities.

Given it was formed by the Bor-
ough Government, and it is the
Council’s decision that is putting the
Association out of business, the Asso-
ciation did ask the Borough if it could
help. The Council has decided that it
can pay the various community groups,
which we greatly appreciate. How-
ever, the Council was advised that
legally it cannot help us with the re-
maining $40K for the costs of the
baler and site improvements, which is
why we need to turn the wider com-
munity.

If you feel the Association has pro-
vided a valuable service and would
like to make a donation, it would be
gratefully received. Donations of all
sizes with add up and make a differ-
ence.

There are two ways to donate: -
Mail a check to: Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Recycling Association,75
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023
- Make a secure electronic payment at
h t t p s : / / w w w. g o f u n d m e . c o m /
Fanwood-Recycling

The Association is a 501(c)3 orga-
nization, and all donations are tax-
deductible. We thank the community
for any financial help you can pro-
vide, and appreciate the support and
encouragement you have given us over
the years.

A sincere thank you,
Harold Clark, President

FW-SP Recycling Association

Being President Is Important,
‘A Glamorous Prison’

But why would anybody spend
many hundreds of millions of dollars,
fly all those miles, eat all those rubber
chicken dinners, stay in all those non-
descript motel and hotel rooms, shake
all those hands, and be away from
family for long periods of time in
order to be President?

Is the reason living in The White
House? But Truman called it “a glam-
orous prison”!

The constitutional power to solve
problems? But Time in its photo es-
say shows “what the toughest job in
the world can do to a person”. (Often
the problems are not solved!)

Having a place in history? But who
were Martin van Buren, John Tyler,
James K. Polk, Zachary Taylor,
Millard Fillmore, Franklin Pierce,
Rutherford B. Hayes, Chester A.
Arthur, and Benjamin Harrison?

The prestige? But Truman warned,
“When you get to be President, there
are all those things, the honors, the
twenty-one gun salutes, all those
things. You have to remember it isn’t
for you. It’s for the Presidency.”

The fame? But isn’t it always “Sic
Gloria transit mundi”?

Hubris? But Washington called for
modesty. “A man ought not to value
himself of his achievements….”

Is the reason deep down what
Garfield called “the presidential fe-
ver”? But being less fevered to be
President would be healthy for the
candidates (and the country)! Wash-
ington to General Henry Knox, April
1, 1789, “…my movements to the
chair of Government will be accom-
panied with feelings not unlike those
of a culprit who is going to the place
of his execution: so unwilling am I, in
the evening of a life nearly consumed
in public cares to quit a peaceful
abode for an Ocean of Difficulties,
without that competency of political

skill-abilities (and inclination) which
are necessary to manage the helm….”

The candidates (and the country)
would benefit from what Presidents
have specifically said about being
President!

Truman, “All the President is, is a
glorified public relations man who
spends his time flattering, kissing,
and kicking people to get them to do
what they are supposed to do any-
way.”

Taft, “It seems to be the profession
of a President simply to hear other
people talk.”

Buchanan to Lincoln, “If you are as
happy, my dear sir, on entering this
house as I am on leaving it, and re-
turning home, you are the happiest
man in the country!”

Lincoln, “The Presidency, even to
the most experienced politicians, is
no bed of roses; and Gen. Taylor like
others, found thorns within it. No one
can fill that station and escape cen-
sure.” (eulogy to President Zachary
Taylor, July 25, 1850)

Jefferson, “I know well that no man
will ever bring out of that office the
reputation which carries him into it.
The honeymoon would be as short in
that case as in any other, and its mo-
ments of ecstasy would be ransomed
by years of torment and hatred.”

John Adams, “No man who ever
held the office of president would
congratulate a friend on obtaining it.”

Eisenhower, “Oh, that lovely title,
ex-president.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

The True ‘Renegade Republican’ In
Garwood Says Vote Democratic

What’s more important to you when
you go to the polls— the party or the
person? Most people, whatever their
party affiliation, will say it’s the per-
son. That’s why, even after voting D
or R consistently for years, some
people switch columns. Especially in
local elections, many people will vote
for the candidate who shares their
views who they know from the
schoolyard or soccer field or from
living on the same block, rather than
vote a party line.

I implore you to put Garwood be-
fore party in November. I’ve been a
Republican for my entire life. I first
joined the political scene here in
Garwood in 2012 when the Republi-
can Party was led by Chairman John
Quattrocchi and Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi. We campaigned against
Democrats in the fall, but come Janu-
ary whoever won worked together.

I lost to Bill Nierstedt and Ann
Tarantino in that election, but when I
later joined the Council in 2014 I
worked together with Bill and Ann
for the betterment of Garwood.

There was no need for hard feel-
ings or name-calling. We checked our
party membership at the door.

But because of the lack of civility,
verbal abuse and poor behavior that
Councilman Mathieu and some mem-
bers of his team have shown count-
less times over the last few years
(especially since the 2014 election), I
find myself unable to support the
local Republican ticket this Novem-
ber if all they stand for is more of the
same.

Before we are Republican or Demo-
crat, we are people and residents of
Garwood, and we all deserve respect.
With all his antics and disrespect on
the dais, Councilman Jim Mathieu
has given my party a bad name in
Garwood.

I will not stand for that. I will not
support it. The Garwood GOP
Facebook page has recently blasted
me for standing alongside local Demo-
crats at a fundraiser. How quickly
they forget Councilman Jim Mathieu
publicly endorsed Democrats Sara
Todisco and Lou Petruzzelli in 2011
and voted for a Democrat for Council
President in 2012!

When Mr. Mathieu was asked at a
2014 Council meeting by a resident
to step down as either a Councilman
or Republican Party, he denied being
the Chairman. However, records
showed he was the Chairman at the
time. Later, when his Chairmanship
was revealed publicly, Mr. Mathieu
said he was just “making a joke” and
admitted he was in fact the Chairman.

What a strange sense of humor.
After all, the resident asked a serious
question. Didn’t he deserve a serious
and honest answer? And my honesty
was recently called into question on
the Garwood GOP Facebook page?

I ask you to have the courage to join
me and all good people who care
more about the future of Garwood
than they care about party politics
and vote for Democratic Council
Candidates Jen Blumenstock and
Marc Lazarow. They have demon-
strated they are smart, thoughtful in-
dividuals with a vision for an even
better Garwood. A Garwood that has
a government that works together.

Come November, let’s all send a
message to Mr. Mathieu that Garwood
is sick and tired of division. Let’s
bring Garwood together!

Mike Martin
Garwood Councilman

Letters to the Editor

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Single Size : 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Fanwood Announces Changes
For Recycling, Curbside Collection

FANWOOD – Effective Saturday,
July 30, the Borough of Fanwood re-
minds residents that there will be no
more Saturday hours at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Center. We
thank the dedicated employees and
volunteers of the Recycling Associa-
tion for their service the past 30 years.

We welcome those who are assist-
ing us during the transition towards
our curbside collection program that
begins in September. Here’s what resi-
dents need to know about recycling in
Fanwood:

Beginning Wednesday, August 3,
the recycling center will be open 2:30
p.m. to 8 p.m. every Wednesday to
accept all recyclables including plas-
tics, glass, aluminum, tin, cardboard,
newspapers, mixed paper, electron-
ics, clothing, motor oil, scrap metal
and fluorescent bulbs. This Wednes-
day program will continue until
curbside collection begins. There will
be no Saturday service at the center.

The curbside program will begin in
mid-September. Each home will re-
ceive a 96-gallon bin to hold all
curbside recyclables which can be
co-mingled. We will have a schedule
established shortly for residents to
bring non-curbside items, including
electronics, motor oil, scrap metal
and fluorescent bulbs, to our Public
Works facility.

More detailed information will be
mailed to each home prior to the start
of the curbside program in Septem-
ber.

The borough appreciates
everyone’s patience during this tran-

sition. Questions may be addressed
to the Public Works Department, (908)
322-7404, or the Mayor’s office,
(908) 322-8236.

The Transportation Trust Fund and
Legislature Have a Spending Problem
A letter from former DOT Com-

missioner Jamie Fox to legislators,
obtained by Americans for Prosper-
ity through an open public records
request, confirms that the state is
spending upwards of $2 million per
mile on building, maintaining and
operating its roadway system.

In the correspondence, delivered
to Assemblyman Jay Webber (R-26)
and Assemblywoman Amy Handlin
(R-13) on March 20, 2015, Commis-
sioner Fox acknowledged “…the cost
per center line mile is $925,704 per
mile.” Adding in New Jersey’s debt
service, the state’s per mile road costs
approximate the $2 million figure in
Reason Foundation’s Highway Re-
port.

“Commissioner Fox’s letter is a
smoking gun which puts to rest any

notion that New Jersey does not have
an enormous, out-of-control trans-
portation spending problem,” said
AFP spokesman Mike Proto. “Law-
makers supporting this 23 cent per
gallon gas tax hike, and debt-fueled
$2 billion a year TTF spending plan,
owe taxpayers answers and solutions,
not more excuses. AFP once again
calls on lawmakers to come together
to address our transportation spend-
ing problem by making the structural
reforms needed to ensure our trans-
portation dollars are being spent pru-
dently and efficiently.”

For further information, please con-
tact Mike Proto at MProto@afphq.org
or 201-400-3666.

Mike Proto
Americans for Prosperity

The Union County Recycling Events
Held Throughout August

Union County reminds you of several
free recycling events coming up in Au-
gust.

Union County’s Scrap Metal Recy-
cling continues in August with events on
the first Thursday (August 4th ) and Third
Saturday (August 20th) of each month.
There are three (3) locations in Union
County for residents to drop off their
metal for recycling, one in Cranford,
Rahway and Westfield.  All locations will
be open from 9 am to 12 pm.  Residents
can drop off old appliances, microwaves,
air conditioners, and metal lawn furniture
to name a few.

  Union County will host a Household
Hazardous Waste Event is on Saturday

August 6th from 9 am to 2 pm at the
Union County Vo Tech School located at
1776 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.  Car
tires will also be accepted (maximum of 8
tires). Ammunition and fireworks will
also be collected at this event.

  Union County will host a Mobile
Paper Shredding Event on Saturday Au-
gust 13th  from 9 am to 1 pm.  The event
will be at Kean University, 1000 Morris
Avenue, in the parking lot on the corner
of Green Lane directly across from the
Union Train Station.  Residents can bring
up to four bags of confidential documents
for shredding.

  Please visit www.ucnj.org/recycling
for more information.

Ted Conley Scotch
Plains Police Chief

We would like to congratulate Ted
Conley on becoming the new Scotch
Plains Chief of Police! This is great
news for the Scotch Plains Police
Department and our residents.

We were honored to be in atten-
dance for Chief Conley’s swearing-in
last Tuesday along with a packed
room of residents and supporters.
Clearly, Ted Conley is the right man
for the job, and we know that he will
do a fantastic job as Chief of Police
and provide our community with the
highest level of service. Given the
challenges we face today, it is com-
forting to know that we have a man of
Ted Conley’s character leading our
Police Department.

Al Smith
Ted Spera


