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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Keeping Us Safe, And You Whom
We Turn To In Our Time Of Need

Does Westfield Have Real Library
Anymore, Surrender To Electron Age?

Builder Thanked For
Sewer Conduit Work
In the Dunham Avenue Bird Sanc-

tuary [Westfield],, a section of sewer
conduit was sitting upright at grade
level. It was both an eyesore and an
attractive nuisance. For three decades,
I requested municipal officials to re-
move the section of sewer conduit,
without results.

The local builder Ralph Rapuano
has been building a house in proxim-
ity to the section of sewer conduit. A
few days ago, he used heavy equip-
ment to remove it from the bird sanc-
tuary.

I would like to express my appre-
ciation for Mr. Rapuano’s removal of
the section of sewer conduit. Mr.
Rapuano is a valuable member of the
community, because everything he
does tends to enhance the appearance
of the town.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Red Bank

Times have changed at the
Westfield Memorial Library. I went
to their on-line web site to check the
availability of a book recommended
to me by a friend. The web site did not
indicate if the book was available or
if I could borrow it. Instead, it led me
to a third party web site to either
download the book or otherwise ac-
cess it electronically.

I prefer trying to borrow a hard
copy that I could read either in travel
or at the Jersey Shore. To satisfy my
curiosity, I called the Library for a
clarification. I was told that the par-
ticular title I was looking for was not
available in traditional book format.
However, since I was a cardholder
they would purchase one copy, loan it
to me when it arrived, then put it back
into general circulation.

Great! I thought, until I received a
call the following day. I was then
informed they would not order the
book because “it had not been re-
viewed by enough sources.” I pointed
out that other libraries, particularly in
Somerset County, had several hard
copies without such a policy and were
having a high demand for them. Also,
a check of the Internet revealed sev-

eral reviews of the title I was seeking.
After speaking to several staff mem-

bers of the Westfield Library, once
again, I was told this was their policy.
I then asked why their “it had not been
reviewed by enough sources” policy
had no bearing on one’s ability to get
the book electronically through their
web site? Their answer: “that’s part
of a consortium we belong to.” I have
also attempted to contact the Library’s
Director, but have not received a re-
sponse to date.

Needless to say, as a supporter or
the Westfield Library, and a taxpayer
from whom the Library receives its
funding, I am most disappointed. One
wonders if this is an attempt to save
money or is it a complete surrender to
the electronic age without concern
for those who might prefer otherwise.

I know many libraries across the
country are trying to reinvent them-
selves in response to the changing
times. I would have expected more
from our Library. Regardless, the Old
Westfield Memorial Library we once
cherished appears to be no more.

Richard Pelikan
Westfield

One of the most important posi-
tions in municipal government is that
of Police Chief, and that is why I am
so proud to have strongly supported
the recent promotion of Ted Conley
to be the new leader and Chief of the
Scotch Plains Police Department.

Our community enjoys a very co-
operative and positive relationship
with our Police Department, and with
the promotion of Chief Conley, I am
certain this cooperation will continue.

In the time I have worked with him
and discussed matters of public safety
and the needs of the community, I
have found our new Chief to always
be professional and dedicated to our
Police Department and to our town-
ship; we all have much to gain and

benefit from his impeccable creden-
tials and his people skills.

To all our police officers, I am so
proud to say that you are truly the
finest professionals we could hope to
have in our community. I know how
difficult a job it is to serve, and I thank
you for that service because it is you
whom we rely upon to keep us safe,
and you whom we turn to in our time
of need. Moving forward, please be
assured that Chief Ted Conley and
the entire Scotch Plains Police De-
partment will always have this
Administration’s full support and
backing.

Mayor Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
sdelia@ucnj.org

Shippen Foundation And Youth Golf
Academy Invaluable To Community

A recent letter to the editor from
Mr. Polhamus upset me so much that
I feel compelled to write to you.

Over the years I have read other
letters from this person that have
clearly had a decided political bias,
but this particular letter went too far,
way too far. I must ask: Has this
person no shame?

To attack longtime community vol-
unteer Thurman Simmons Sr. who,
along with his wife, Ruby, has worked
tirelessly to keep alive an important
part of African-American history –
and Scotch Plains history – is repre-
hensible. Through the efforts of Mr.
and Mrs. Simmons and other volun-
teers, the John Matthew Shippen
Memorial Golf Foundation and Youth
Golf Academy have been an invalu-
able community resource for 25 years!

This group has not only kept alive
the history of the nation’s first profes-
sional golfer (who lived and played
right here in Scotch Plains) and first
African-American owned and oper-
ated golf course, it has also spon-
sored numerous youth activities, in-

cluding golf programs for young
people.

Why is Mr. Simmons being attacked
so viciously? Simply because he has
a part-time job with township where
he utilizes his career experience as a
Master Gardener with Merck to help
beautify and preserve landscaping
around our municipal buildings and
at the Shady Rest Clubhouse on the
grounds of the Scotch Hills Golf and
Country Club.

When Republicans like Mr.
Polhamus begin attacking a local com-
munity volunteer, it is time to ask: Is
anyone safe from these smear tac-
tics? Are all government employees,
let alone dedicated community vol-
unteers, now ‘fair game’ to be at-
tacked for their contributions to our
community?

Before this writer takes pen in hand
again, perhaps he should look in the
mirror and ask himself: Do I have no
shame?

Sylvia Hicks
Committee Chair

Preserve Shady Rest

Porrino: Agree To An Independent
Audit Of Gibson Dunn Legal Bills

If Acting Attorney Chris Porrino
doesn’t agree to an independent audit
of the legal bills for Governor
Christie’s investigation into the
Bridgegate affair, I will not vote for
his confirmation as Attorney General
and will urge his colleagues to vote
no,” said Sen. Ray Lesniak. The audit
must be by an experienced firm with
no ties to the Christie administration.

U.S. District Judge Susan Wigenton
criticized the law firm hired by Gov-
ernor Christie to investigate the
Bridgegate scandal, questioning why
it did not retain notes taken during
witness interviews.

The judge stated, “Although GDC
did not delete or shred documents,

the process of overwriting their inter-
view notes and drafts of the summa-
ries had the same effect. This was a
clever tactic, but when public investi-
gations are involved, straightforward
lawyering is superior to calculated
strategy.”

She added that the taxpayers of the
state paid Gibson Dunn and Crutcher
millions to conduct a transparent and
thorough investigation. “What they
got instead was opacity and games-
manship. They deserve better,” she
wrote.

Lesniak added, “Indeed, the public
deserves better from Governor
Christie and his lawyers. Acting At-
torney General Chris Porrino will have
an opportunity to do better by our
taxpayers. The unprofessional law-
yering by the Gibson Dunn firm
should not be paid by New Jersey
taxpayers.”

Sen. Ray Lesniak
Elizabeth

Porrino is Approved
NJ.com - The state Senate voted

37-0 on Monday to approve Christie's
pick as attorney general. Porrino is
the first attorney general since 2013
to be nominated and confirmed by the
Senate. The state has had acting attor-
neys general during that time.

Banning Distracting Devices
Won’t Stop Distracted Students

Wishing Success to Olympians
As the Games Get Underway

For the next 17 days, the eyes of the world will
be fixated on Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The 2016
Olympic Games kick off tomorrow with what will
surely be a spectacular opening ceremony in Rio’s
Maracanã Stadium, as the Parade of Nations cul-
minates with the lighting of the Olympic flame.
The slogan for this summer’s games is “A New
World,” a unifying theme for a global community
that has experienced so much recent tragedy.

During these Olympics, more than 10,500 men
and women from over 200 nations are expected to
compete in 306 medal events, spotlighting 42
disciplines, at 37 venues within Rio and else-
where. These athletes collectively represent a di-
versity of nationalities, cultures, races, beliefs and
experiences, yet all share a common goal — to
reach the pinnacle of athletic success.

Competitors include household names and those
making their debut on the sports world’s largest
stage. Among returning favorites from the United
States are Michael Phelps, the world’s most deco-
rated Olympian, swimming in his fifth games, and
multi-medal gymnasts Gabby Douglas and Aly
Raisman, both of whom brought home gold from
the 2012 Olympics in London. Our local area will
be represented on Team USA as well. Sydney
McLaughlin, a rising senior at Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains, will compete in

track and field. Nick Delpopolo, who hails from
Westfield, will exhibit his skills in judo. From
nearby Old Bridge, standout Laurie Hernandez
will showcase her talents as part of the women’s
gymnastics team.

All of the athletes gathered in Rio this summer
have, like previous Olympians, devoted years of
their lives in preparation for this epic event. Many
began their odyssey as very young children; they,
their siblings and parents adapting their lives around
practice sessions, travel and competitions. These
young athletes frequently weather injuries and/or
crushing disappointments, along with the rewards,
en route to potential glory. For their families, an
Olympic dream represents a substantial financial
as well as emotional investment. Their coaches,
too, share in the highs and lows that every athlete
experiences, even at the height of their careers.

Massive preparations are involved in staging
each Olympic games, both for the host country and
visiting participants, which have been compounded
this summer by multiple concerns and controver-
sies that we hope will not mar the opportunity of a
lifetime for so many. We wish athletes from every
nation, their families and support personnel — as
well as the anticipated half-million tourists ex-
pected to be on hand — a safe and positive Olympic
experience. Let the games begin!

The dictum from a Rutgers law professor has
reportedly gone viral. All the digitally addicted
millennials in Stuart Green’s criminal law lecture at
Rutgers next year will have to take notes the old-
fashion way, with paper and pen (or pencil).

It seems many of the aspiring Daniel Websters and
Clarence Darrows of the latest generation of barris-
ter wannabes don’t take Mr. Green’s classes too
seriously, or at least seriously enough.

He’s spied students shopping, playing video games
and even watching NHL games.

So he’s banning all electronic devices — laptops,
tablets and, yes, even smartphones — from his
classroom.

In a Wall Street Journal editorial last month, Mr.
Green opined how the computer has done great
things for the law profession, notably research.

But in his class, it’s become a distraction. Stu-
dents, including the one who apparently was watch-
ing the Rangers or the Devils, aren’t paying atten-
tion. They aren’t engaged. They stammer when
called upon in class. They distract others. What a
waste of college loans!

An expected reaction from some has been that
millennials, having grown up with devices, are much

better at “multi-tasking.” This from the generation
that gave us the term “distracted driving.”

So Mr. Green says no more. For the next year,
nobody will be allowed to use them. Even the
students who took notes on their laptop will have to
go back to pen and paper.

He’s not the first to do it. He’s not even the first to
do it at Rutgers. Several of his colleagues, he says,
ban the ubiquitous pocket computers.

On one hand, it’s hard to argue Mr. Green’s action
of telling students to stop watching television and
pay attention. At the very least, the behavior is
incredibly rude.

He defends his “paternalistic” attitude by saying:
After all, I am a teacher.

But on the other, some students can type faster
than they can write by hand, the notes are more
legible, and by typing faster than they can write they
actually spend more time paying attention to detail
than worrying about whether they can read their own
handwriting.

Mr. Green says that his decree will essentially get
his students away from just note-taking and actually
get them involved in the class.

Maybe he’s never heard of the word “doodling.”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Roriferous – Producing dew
2. Diabolist – A devil worshiper
3. Maricious – Strong; racy
4. Omadhaun – A fool or imbecile

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

KEDDAH
1. An elephant trap
2. A light anchor used to warp a ship or

free it when ashore
3. The eleventh letter in the Hebrew

alphabet
4. Disgust; disapproval

MABBLE
1. To wrap
2. To crumble; scatter
3. To mumble inaudibly
4. To chew loudly

HEURETIC
1. A branch of logic dealing with dis-

covery or invention
2. Solitary in behavior in a mystical

manner
3. A doctrine or set of opinions at

variance with established doctrine
4. Unstable; unbalanced mentally

PERTUSSIS
1. Discharge of mucous from any bodily

opening
2. Given to impudent, saucy behavior

or speech
3. Whooping cough
4. Characterized by being pierced with

holes

Far Hills Parimutual
Race Betting Approved

Legislation sponsored by Senate
Republican Leader Tom Kean and
Senator Kip Bateman to allow pari-
mutual betting at the Far Hills Race
Meeting was approved by the New
Jersey Senate in a 38-0 vote.

See more letters on page 5
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