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MISS MALECKI GOES TO WASHINGTON...Gianna Malecki of Cranford,
second from right, poses with Rep. Leonard Lance (R-NJ7), right, along with her
family as part of her invitation to the nation’s capital and the White House in July
for her winning submission to the First Lady’s Healthy Lunchtime Challenge. Local EMTs Honored by

Overlook Medical Center
BERKELEY HEIGHTS — Four

local emergency medical technicians
(EMTs) were honored for their first-
responder service Saturday night by
Overlook Medical Center, including
one who performed CPR to save his
own mother’s life.

Charles Hallax, a lifelong Cranford
resident, was watching television
with his mother one night last year
when she complained she was not
feeling well. A short time later she
called out his name and collapsed.

Mr. Hallax found his mother face
down, not breathing. He immedi-
ately called emergency services and
then began CPR on her.

His “quick actions allowed her
to survive long enough for the
Cranford Police Department to ar-
rive with an AED (automated ex-
ternal defibrillator) and success-
fully defibrillate,” Cranford First
Aid Squad Captain Kent Lucas
said.

His mother had a stent implanted
and was in attendance Saturday night
at the awards banquet at Berkely
Plaza.  Mr. Hallax was presented
with a 2016 EMT Excellence Award
along with Steven Davies of the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, Chris

Sileo of the Mountainside Rescue
Squad and Joan Lozowski, who
serves with both the Fanwood and
Scotch Plains rescue squads.

Mr. Davies, a student at Cornell
University who also is a member of
the Ithaca, N.Y. school’s emergency
medical services squad, has re-
sponded to 1,076 calls since joining
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad in
2009, according to squad Chief Dan
Sullivan. He also established a com-
puter database to keep track of the
squad’s membership information.

Mr. Sileo logged nearly 2,000
hours with the Mountainside Rescue
Squad last year, organization secre-
tary Norma Huber said. He started
out as a member of the Tuesday night
crew shift in 2009 and has risen to
become deputy chief.

Ms. Lozowski joined the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad in 1989, earned
her EMT certification a year later
and has averaged more than 100
calls a year, said Fanwood Rescue
Squad Captain Patty Buckridee. Ms.
Lozowski joined Fanwood’s emer-
gency crew in 2011 and has an-
swered more than 19,000 calls in
her career, more than any member
of either squad.

NJ Transit Raritan Valley Train
Strikes Man Near Cranford Station

Westfield Teen Falls to Death
During Hike in Catskills

WESTFIELD — A teenager who
was set to enter his senior year at
Westfield High School was killed last
week when he fell about 50 feet while
hiking with friends and family along
a waterfall in the Catskill Mountains,
police said.

Seventeen-year-old Ezra Kennedy
was with a group of five on July 27
when he slipped and plunged to the
bottom of Kaaterskill Falls, a popular
tourist attraction in the town of Hunter,
New York State Police said in a re-
lease.

He was the second Westfield teen
to die tragically in a recreational acci-
dent in less than two weeks.

The body of Jeffrey Hoens, also
17, who attended St. Peter’s Prep in
Jersey City, was found July 21 under
the bridge over the Shark River Inlet
in Avon-by-the-Sea, N.J., less than 24
hours after he was reported missing
while spear fishing during an open-
water free dive.

“It is with great sadness that we have
received news of the sudden death of
Ezra Kennedy, who would have en-
tered his senior year this September at
Westfield High School,” Westfield
Public Schools Director of Counsel-
ing Maureen Mazzarese said in a state-
ment to The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

“Ezra was part of the fabric of our
school community – not only as a
student but also as a dedicated mem-
ber of the school orchestra and cham-

pionship Ultimate Frisbee Club. We
extend our heartfelt sympathy to his
family. We are ready to support the
family, our staff and students through
these difficult days.”

Kaaterskill Falls is a two-tier drop
that scales 260 feet from the bottom
to its highest point.

Foul play was not suspected in
Ezra’s death, New York State Police
Senior Investigator Pete Kusminsky
said.

“Unfortunately there are a lot of
sightseers in that area,” Mr. Kusminsky
said by phone from the New York
State Police Troop F barracks in South
Cairo, N.Y. “There is little water there
now and you can walk right to the
edges. He got his feet wet, and the
rocks are slippery anyway.”

He noted that Ezra fell from the
lower tier of the falls.

Two women fell to their deaths a
month apart in 2014 while hiking at
the falls, local reports said. Signs
posted in the area warn of “hazardous
gorge area” and “sheer cliffs, swift
water, slippery footing.”

Access was limited at the falls last
summer for safety improvements and
more were ongoing in the area at the
time of Ezra’s death, Mr. Kusminsky
said.

“They were working on safety im-
provements: staircases in the steeper
areas, an observation deck on top,
although he wasn’t near that,” Mr.
Kusminsky said.

Bramnick Seeks Restoration of Death
Penalty in Wake of Dallas Shootings

FIRST RESPONDER AWARDS...Scotch Plains Rescue Squad member Steven
Davies, left, is honored with a 2016 EMT Excellence Award by Summit’s Overlook
Medical Center. The plaque was presented by Chief Dan Sullivan, right, at a
dinner at Berkeley Plaza in Berkeley Heights.

TRENTON — Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-LD21,
Westfield) has called for the resto-
ration of the death penalty in New
Jersey nine years after it was re-
pealed by the state legislature, cit-
ing the assassinations of five Dal-
las area police officers in July dur-
ing a “Black Lives Matter” protest.

“The death penalty should be an
option for predators that shoot and
kill a police officer,” Mr. Bramnick
said in a July 28 release.

“Those in law enforcement are
protecting and serving the public,
risking their lives each day. We
must make every effort to ensure
those who are responsible for tak-
ing their life face the appropriate
and most severe penalty under the
law.”

Besides the five killed, seven
other offers were wounded along
with two civilians when former
U.S.  Army reservis t  Micah
Johnson, 25, opened fired in down-
town Dallas on July 7 during a

demonstration to protest police
treatment of black suspects.

Mr. Johnson was killed later that
night by a police robot bomb.

Before police detonated the ro-
bot bomb, they tried to convince
Johnson to surrender. Dallas Po-
lice Chief David Brown told re-
porters Mr. Johnson said he sym-
pathized with the “Black Lives
Matter” group and that he “wanted
to kill white people, especially
white officers.”

Capital punishment ended in New
Jersey in 2007 when Gov. Jon
Corzine signed a law abolishing its
use.

It had been in effect since 1982,
after New Jersey passed a new law
to account for the U.S. Supreme
Court’s de facto ban in 1972, al-
though no one was executed dur-
ing that time.

At least 361 people have been
executed in New Jersey dating
back to the Colonial period but
none since 1963.

Cranford Resident Is Elected
Nat. Business Group Officer
GRENFIELD, Mass .  —

Cranford resident Paul Cuprewich
has been named secretary of the
the National Association of Oil
and Energy Service Professionals
(OESP) for the 2016-2017 year.

Cuprewich, is the OESP Garden
State Chapter President. He also
serves as the education committee
chairman for the chapter and has
held numerous leadership roles.
In the past, Cuprewich was the
recipient of the National Service
Manager of the Year Award, the
Garden State Chapter Service
Manager of the Year Award and
the National Hugh McKee Award.
Cuprewich has been a member of
OESP since 1997.

“Since joining this organization,
I feel that I have gained a vast
amount of knowledge about the
HVAC industry,” Mr. Cuprewich
said in a release . “In this role, I
look forward to building our mem-
bership base and identifying ways
to provide more value to our mem-
bers.”

Cuprewich is a service manager
for J.W. Pierson in Glen Ridge.

The OESP was founded as the
National Association of Oilheating

Service Managers more than 60
years ago, but now incorporates
all energy service personnel, in-
cluding students, instructors, tech-
nicians and management level ex-
ecutives, in addition to small busi-
ness  owners .  I t  i s  based in
Greenfield, Mass.

CRANFORD — A NJ Transit train
struck a 27-year-old Kenilworth man
just outside of the Cranford station
last Thursday, sending him to the hos-
pital with non-life-threatening inju-
ries, a NJ Transit spokeswoman said.

The man was struck just as Train
No. 5746 was approaching the sta-
tion from the west at approximately 6
p.m.

A witness reporting seeing the lower
half of the man’s body underneath the
train and convulsing momentarily
before rescue workers were able to
reach him.

Two Cranford fire vehicles,
Cranford police, an ambulance and
NJ Transit police responded.

The man was transported to Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark, said NJ
Transit spokeswoman Lisa Torbic.

None of the 280 passengers aboard
the train were injured.

Despite NJ Transit initially describ-
ing the man as a “trespasser”, no
charges had been filed, said Ms.
Torbic, who added any unauthorized
person in a restricted area — even
someone caught inadvertently a rail-
way crossing — is referred to as a
trespasser.

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

Owen Brand 
Mortgage Loan Officer 

Phone: 908.285.6292 
Email: owen.brand@capitalone.com 
NMLS# 222999

Looking for a home, or considering refinancing?
Choosing a loan just got easier!
Call me to find out how we can work together.

© 2016 Capital One. Capital One is a federally registered service mark. All rights reserved. Refinancing to pay off existing debt may extend  
the term of the debt, possibly resulting in higher overall costs when compared with your current situation. Products and services offered by  
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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TASTE OF COLLEGE...Graduates of this summer’s Union County College for
Teens program, along with Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, left,
and Union County College Vice President of Administrative Services Stephen
Nacco, right, gather following completion of the three-week program, which offers
teens in grades 9 through 12 a sample of career choices while experiencing life on
a college campus.

Paul Cuprewich

Home Waste Recycling
Event Set for Saturday

COUNTY — Union County’s
quarterly household hazardous waste
collection will be held this Saturday,
August 6, at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools in Scotch
Plains.

Everything from automobile tires
(up to a maximum of eight) to ammu-
nition and fireworks will be accepted
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the school,
located at 1776 Raritan Road.

It is one of several recycling events
this month.

Scrap metal can be disposed of on
Saturday, August 20, from 9 a.m. to
noon, at locations  in Cranford,
Rahway and Westfield.


