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Union County College
…Transforming Our Community…

…One Student at a Time…

Union County College does not discriminate and prohibits discrimination, as required by state and/or federal law, in all programs and activities, including employment and access to its career and technical programs.

McDaniel Jeantus, Class of 2016
•  President of the Union County 

College Student Government 
Association

•  Graduated from Union County 
College on May 25, 2016, with an 
Associate in Arts degree

•  American Honors Program 
Graduate

•  Community Service Volunteer

McDaniel was recently admitted to 
Columbia University to complete his 
bachelor’s degree. He will begin his 
studies there in Fall 2016.

McDaniel is the second Union County College graduate in College history to 
receive a Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship. The Cooke Scholarship is the highest 
award that any community-college graduate can receive, providing up to 
$40,000 a year in scholarship support, which will pay his tuition at Columbia. 
McDaniel is one of only 70 graduates nationwide to be a Cooke scholar.
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SP Council

up, he said.
The council authorized a change or-

der to the contract for engineering ser-
vices provided by Kaltech to reduce the
total cost by $900 due to a miscalcula-
tion, borough business administrator
Fred Tomkins, said.

The recreation commission last year
in July said the total cost of the skate
park was about $186,000. In December
2015, the council approved another
some $8,000 for a fence upgrade.

The concrete had to be re-poured this
year after the initial installation was
done incorrectly and had to be removed.
The borough engineer was subsquently
hired to oversee the second attempt to
ensure it was done correctly.

The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion included the skate park in its mas-
ter plan in 2011.

In 2012, the commission applied for
and received an $80,000 grant from the
Union County Recreational Trust to
fund part of the park.

Following the special meeting, the
council held a downtown redevelop-
ment agency meeting.

Downtown redevelopment manager
Liz Jeffery said she has been focusing
on improving the climate for the current
business owners.

She held an initial roundtable discus-
sion with downtown business owners
and plans to hold quarterly meetings to
discuss their concerns.

New businesses to open in Fanwood
Crossing are Fanwood Pharmacy and
Kessler Rehabilitation.

There has been interest in the space
that once housed The Corner Store, Ms.
Jeffery said. Empire Properties has pur-
chased the property where Young’s Paint
operated, and is looking to build a retail
and rental housing structure, she said.

“The leasing environment is great,”
Ms. Jeffery said.

The developers who own the land
where the A&P supermarket operated
is “developing their own plan for the
site,” she said.

Be Craftful is in the process of clos-
ing, and the owner is looking to operate
without having a storefront, she said.

At its next meeting, the council is to
vote on including a referendum on
November’s general election ballot to
add an “open space” tax.

An additional $8 to $10 per year
would be added to the tax bill of an
average home in Fanwood to fund his-
toric preservation, open space and rec-
reation. In the first full year, the bor-
ough anticipates about $22,000 being
generated with the “hope to build as a
trust over time,” Councilwoman Erin
McElroy Barker said.

Resident Michael Lewis asked the

the introduction, with Mr. Jones won-
dering why a new salary ordinance,
with a higher ceiling for salaries, was
necessary.

Mr. Mirabella said it would give him
“some flexibility” in handing out salary
increases to some employees.

He also told the council that he is
implementing written evaluations for
municipal employees, a move ap-
plauded by Mrs. Gialanella, who said
that there are “countless” town and
county employees throughout the state
making more than $100,000 annually
“who’ve never received a written evalu-
ation.”

Earlier in the meeting, Mr. Mirabella
reminded residents not to place their
grass clippings and branches in the
street, saying that state law prohibits it.

Instead, such debris should be put on
the curb and off the street. He also said
that residents can deposit their clip-
pings and branches at the Westfield
Conservation Center, with day permits
available.

In response to a question from Coun-
cilman Jones, Mr. Mirabella said that
he wasn’t planning to have the depart-
ment of public works conduct a pick-up
of debris in light of recent heavy rain-
storms.

“Budgets are tight,” the manager said.
“I didn’t think it was allowable at this
time.”

He also said that public works em-
ployees are also presently occupied
with various paving and road construc-
tion projects.

MS Racquet Club Gets
Okay For New Clay Courts

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Racquet Club has been given
approval to erect an aluminum-
framed, fabric-covered structure to
house additional clay tennis courts in
the rear of its property along U.S.
Route 22.

The zoning board of adjustment
okayed the request at a short meeting
on July 26.

Represented by attorney James
Foerst, club owner Steve Cantor and
manager-partner Steve Ondish ex-
plained the new courts were needed
to provide more year-round access
desired by its members.

The current facility operates seven
days a week, Mr. Cantor said, who
added the aluminum and fabric en-
closure will be cost effective.

The new structure will be erected
in the rear yard of the existing build-
ing, which has six courts and sits in a
light industrial zone on 3,000 square
feet off eastbound Route 22 behind
Uncle Bob’s Self Storage and Elks
Lodge No. 1585.

Project engineer Peter  Korzen said
a retaining wall will be built and six
dry wells dug to collect any water
runoff. Sixty-five feet of trees buffer
the back of the lot to the property line
with Echo Lake Park.

The property is in a light industrial
zone. The approval carried some con-
ditions, one being that if the facility

was not being used for tennis it would
have to be removed.

The board also approved the appli-
cation of David Meltzer to build a
four-and-a-half-foot-high open rail
fence in the front yard of his single
family home at 1000 Mary Allen Lane.

Two other applications, one for an
office building at 1254 U.S. Route 22
and another for Western Pest Con-
trol/Sign Arama at 1048 U.S. Route
22 — in the middle of the roadway,
were postponed.

The next meeting of the board of
adjustment is scheduled for Tuesday,
August 23 at the Mountainside Mu-
nicipal Building on U.S. Route 22.

***
EDITOR’S NOTE: Last week’s edi-

tion included an outdated story re-
garding the Mountainside Planning
Board which contained material from
a meeting earlier this year. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times regrets the
error.

FROM WESTFIELD TO PHILLY...Westfield Democratic Committee Chair-
woman Janice Siegel shows her local pride with a copy of The Westfield Leader
outside the Wells Fargo Center while serving as volunteer New Jersey ambassador
at the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia last week.
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Fanwood Council
council to support a resolution to sup-
port Gov. Chris Christie’s Formula for
Equal School Funding and Property
Tax Relief that Clark recently passed.

Gov. Christie announced the initia-
tive in June as part of his overhaul of
school funding in the state.

“The fact of the matter is suburban
districts such as Scotch Plains Fan-
wood is not getting its fair share of
school funding, never been funded for
special education...”, Mr. Lewis said.
He said it could stabilize school taxes.

Councilman Kranz added his en-
dorsement.

“I agree with Mike we are getting
nailed for $400 in school tax… It needs
to be talked about and said out loud. I
don’t know if voting for Christie’s idea
of cutting the knees off of poor districts
is the way to go either...but taxes are
killing us, they are killing me,” he said.

Westfield Planning Bd. OK’s
Lot Split on Cranford Ave.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The owners of a
home which faces Cranford Avenue
and backs to Morris Avenue were
given unanimous approval by the
planning board Monday night to
divide their property for the pur-
pose of building another house that
would front Morris Avenue.

Avinash and Arisuva Nigam were
granted the okay despite neither lot,
including one with an existing
house, meeting the 120-foot depth
as required by the zoning ordi-
nances. Both lots are only 100 feet
deep.

Additionally, the board granted
the division with exceptions that
allow the existing home at 900 Cran-
ford to remain on a lot only 9,978
square feet, slightly undersized for
what is permitted in the zone, and to
have an existing deck encroach
within nine inches of the permis-
sible 24-foot setback of the rear
property line.

The new lot, a largely wooded
area, meets the required 10,000
square feet. Attorney Steve Hehl,
who represented the Nigams, ex-
plained the reason for the under-
sized lot was that it was “rounded”
at the corner of Cranford and
Sherman Street, resulting in the loss
of the 22 square feet.

He also declared that the major-
ity of properties in the area – lo-

cated on the eastern side of town
near the border with Garwood and
Cranford – were no larger than 100
feet deep. Planner Paul Grygiel tes-
tified that of the 80 properties in the
same zone as the lots in question, 72
were less than the 120-foot require-
ment.

The only resistance that board
members expressed to the Nigams’
plans were the number of trees pro-
posed be removed to make way for
a new home and a proposed paving
of the northeast edge of Morris Av-
enue, which is largely a gravel road.

“This is like clear cutting,” board
member Robert Newell remarked
with regard to the 17 trees that were
proposed for removal on the newly
created lot.

After fellow board member Frank
Smith questioned how Mr. Newell
proposed reducing the number of
trees cut, the board agreed to re-
quire that the town’s tree preserva-
tion commission have input on what-
ever site plan is approved.

The issue with regard to paving
was broached by the Nigams’ engi-
neer, Edward Dec, who suggested
using asphalt to cover an approxi-
mate five-foot-wide strip extending
from the property line. The move
essentially would widen the road to
40 feet for the length of the new
property for the purpose of “stabi-
lizing” it and making it “drive-able,
usable.”

Town Planner Don Sammet
bristled at the idea, advising against
a patchwork approach.

“Generally, this would be done as
part of a more comprehensive plan,”
he said. “You wouldn’t normally do
in piecemeal...as projects move for-
ward, if lots are developed further
north on Morris Avenue.

“I’d advise the board against it,
as it would probably have a nega-
tive impact on the aesthetic of the
street. You don’t want a piecemeal
of patterns.”

In the end, the board rejected the
paving idea, but permitted the
Nigams to use crushed stone –
matching the material already there
– to make the street a uniform 40
feet wide.
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SP Chief
Union County.

He said he tries to have two offic-
ers respond to almost every call as a
safety precaution.

Looking ahead, Mr. Conley, who
is 47 years old and grew up in Cran-
ford, said he is looking to boost the
police department’s presence on
social media and via its own website.

He said that the investigation into
a recent racial incident at the high
school football field was prompted
by postings on Facebook, and he
noted that the juveniles involved
had been quickly apprehended.

Addressing the recent switch in
dispatch services to the county, Mr.
Conley said that, “all in all, it’s
going well. The officers like it,”
although some kinks still remain to
be worked out.

While admitting that not having
an officer always present at the
department’s front desk is a differ-
ent situation for many residents,
“there are still police officers
present” at headquarters.

The switch to county dispatch, he
said, “is part of the future where
towns want to save money.”

He said purchasing and maintain-
ing dispatch systems for use in the
municipal building was “costly,”
with the 911 system alone costing
$500,000.

Mr. Conley wound up the inter-
view by first expressing his appre-
ciation for the recent show of public
support for the police via several
hand-made signs that were hung
outside the municipal building.

“That showed that people care
and support us,” he said.

The new chief also promised an
“open door policy” between resi-
dents and his department so that the
police can “keep in touch with the
public.”

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CANDIDATES PARTICIPATE...Republican council candidate Ted Spera,
left, Councilman Llewellyn Jones and his kids enjoy activities at Tuesday’s
National Night Out festivities.

ON TOP OF OLD BALDY...Scouts and leaders from The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield’s Troop 72, Troop 104 in Scotch Plains and Westfield’s St. Paul’s
Church Troop 77 pose after hiking 80 miles in full packs to the peak of Mount
Baldy, 12,441 feet atop the Sangre de Cristo Mountains of New Mexico.
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