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Fanwood to Pay Volunteers;
FSPRA Seeks Debt Help

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Borough council
agreed Monday to pay approximately
$10,000 owed by the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Recycling Association to volun-
teer organizations that had accumu-
lated since October.

The money is only part of the debt
owed by the association (FSPRA),
which was forced to shut down last
month after council voted in May to
switch to curbside recycling

FSPRA president Harold Clark
thanked the council for agreeing to pay
the volunteers, but also lamented its
decision to not go further in helping
retire the organization’s loan it took out

to pay for capital improvements.
 “I also understand the borough at-

torney advised you that you cannot help
us on the approximated $40,000 of
remaining debt,” he said.

Mr. Clark said he is hopeful to pay
half of that balance through sale of
goods and fundraising.

Last year, the association obtained a
loan for a new baler and an updated
electrical system to the center, which he
noted is on borough property.

“While I understand the borough
cannot pay a non-profit for anything for
which it does not receive a benefit…I
do find it ironic the association is left
holding the obligation to pay for im-
provements to the borough property…,”

he said.
Resident and association employee

Harry McNally added the municipality
“should not be leaving the association
hanging and the town not backing them.”

Mr. Clark also talked about the loss
of the volunteerism promoted at the
association.

“I hope we aren’t coming another
bedroom community…with little sense
of being part of a larger community,” he
said.

“I didn’t want the curbside to take
away the benefits we had in the center,”
Mr. McNally said.

Councilman Tom Kranz noted his
time volunteering with Cub Scouts at
the association and lauded the FSPRA
members.

 “I appreciate everything you have
done and it is not going to be forgotten.”
Mr. Kranz said.

In other action, the council approved
a corrected date of June 30 to a resolu-
tion it adopted on July 12 that trans-
ferred a liquor license transfer from
Wanchie LLC to Sheelen’s Crossing
LLC.

The council also approved the liquor
license renewal for Sheelen’s Crossing.
The state Division of Alcoholic Bever-
age Contol (ABC) has approved the
liquor license renewal and transfer,
borough attorney Ryan McInerney said.

The transfer of the liquor license had
been opposed by Brian Walter, who
owns Wanchie LLC, and is a former co-
owner of Oh Brian’s Pourhouse where
Sheelen’s Crossing is to open later this
year.

Mr. Walter’s former business partner
Sean Flannery is to open Sheelen’s
Crossing with a new partner.

The Forest Road Skate Park is ex-
pected to open for skateboarding in two
weeks, borough engineer Peter Bondar
said. The concrete has been poured and
is stabilizing, and the fence posts are

Scotch Plains Council
Feuds Over School Parking

New Top Cop Promises More
 Community Involvement

Frank’s Auto in Fanwood
Gets Expansion Approval

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Frank’s Auto on
South Martine Avenue is to expand
after the planning board approved the
minor site plan last Wednesday.

Owner Frank Constandi has owned
the auto shop since 1974 and is plan-
ning add 945 square feet of space,
including two extra bays to make the
business “more efficient,” he said.

The exterior lift will be removed
and most of the cars will be contained
inside the building, he said.

The design resembles a house with
a gabled roof with two dormers, two
garage doors and a large picture win-
dow. The exterior will be a combina-
tion of gray brick and siding, archi-
tect Michael Savarese said.

The property is 8,500 square feet.
At the rear is an apartment building
with a fitness facility on the ground
floor. Mr. Constandi asked for an

easement on his property to allow for
a one-and-a-half-foot-wide planting
area to act as a buffer between the two
properties, and a sidewalk will be
extended there.

The borough’s long range plan is to
create a pedestrian thoroughfare
throughout the length of the area there,
said Liz Jeffery, the borough’s eco-
nomic development advisor.

“It looks good,” Chairman Dale
Flowers said.

Frank’s Auto will remain open dur-
ing construction, Mr. Constandi told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
He hopes to have the work completed
by the end of the year.

At the close of the meeting, Mr.
Flowers took a moment to remember
Joan Wheeler, a planning board mem-
ber and former councilwoman who
died suddenly July 10.

“She was a special lady,” planning
board member Dennis Sherry said.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Council
members sparred last week over the
board of education’s plan to expand a
parking lot behind Park Middle School
that will eliminate a large portion of a
playing field and whether the munici-
pal government had done enough to
find alternatives.

Last week, board representatives
briefed the township planning board
about its proposal to develop a parking
lot for teachers between Park Middle

School and School One.
An increase in the number of teach-

ers and, especially, teacher aides led to
a parking shortage in recent years that
resulted in many cars ending up in the
school lot along Park Avenue or on
neighborhood streets.

The new lot will be situated on a
grassy field between the two school
buildings.

At the township council’s regular
meeting on July 26, a day after the
planning board meeting, Councilman
John Del Sordi, who is also a planning
board member, said it was “disappoint-
ing” that the board “couldn’t come up
with a better plan” than “paving over a
recreational field.”

Mayor Kevin Glover, also a plan-
ning board member, said that the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood governments, via
their joint shared-services committee,
had offered “some strong alternatives”
to the new parking lot that “weren’t
embraced” by the school board.

He said street parking around the
schools was one option offered along
with restriping the existing lot to pro-
vide additional spaces and moving vari-
ous maintenance and other vehicles
now housed at the middle school prop-
erty to sites in Scotch Plains and Fan-
wood as a way to free up space for cars.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones,
though, claimed that the shared-ser-
vices committee had been aware of the
looming parking issue for more than a

year and that when board representa-
tives repeatedly asked the committee
for assistance, they were told to figure
out a solution “on their own property.”

He said that “we had a year to be
helpful” to the school board and “now
we’re criticizing” them for their deci-
sion.

Deputy Mayor Rose Checchio, a
member of the shared-services com-
mittee, said the school board had never
showed the committee any plans for a
parking lot, while township manager Al
Mirabella said various proposals for
off-site parking were “not met with a lot
of receptivity. They seemed deter-
mined” to develop the on-site parking
lot, he said of the board.

In other business last week, the coun-
cil unanimously approved an ordinance
regulating the hours of operation of
businesses located in certain areas.

No retail establishment located within
500 feet of any residential zone district
will be able to conduct business be-
tween midnight and 5 a.m., according
to the ordinance.

Exceptions were granted, though, for
pharmacies, businesses along U.S.
Route 22 and establishments that serve
alcohol.

Another ordinance was introduced
that expands the salary ranges for town-
ship employees.

Councilman Jones and Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella voted against

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Ted Conley
said he decided to get into law en-
forcement after his graduation from
Montclair State University.

In the early 1990s, he was work-
ing as a security guard at Union
County College and was consider-
ing law school.

“I always liked the law,” he told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
last week, days after his swearing-
in as the new chief of police. But
rather than pursue a legal career, he
said he realized that he “liked the
enforcement end of things.”

Mr. Conley joined the township
police department in 1998 as a pa-
trolman and was promoted to ser-
geant in 2006 and then to lieutenant
in 2012. In February 2015, he was
promoted to captain, and after po-
lice chief Brian Mahoney’s retire-
ment on March 1 of this year, Mr.
Conley was named by township
manager Al Mirabella as officer-in-
charge of the department.

He said one of his top priorities as
leader of the 46-officer strong de-
partment will be a more intensive
focus on community policing.

Mr. Conley said he was one of the
first to get involved in community
policing in the late 1990s and early
2000s when the practice mostly in-
volved police driving around town
in patrol cars.

Now, it involves more direct con-
tact with the public, and Mr. Conley
ticked off a number of ways this is
being implemented, including the
annual National Night Out, which
was held earlier this week, and
Scotch Plains Day in October.

The department also utilizes high
school students as interns and gives
tours of police headquarters to lo-

cal Cub Scout troops and the like.
The department also is involved

in the Law Enforcement Against
Drugs (LEAD) program, a succes-
sor to the DARE program, that “gets
us into the schools to talk to the kids
and show them that police are
people, too,” Mr. Conley said.

The Police Athletic League is an-
other popular way for police to get
involved and “a good way for offic-
ers to meet and coach and mentor
kids, and also a good way to meet
the parents,” he added.

During his years with the depart-
ment, Mr. Conley served as a DARE
officer, a field training officer, fire-
arms instructor, patrol supervisor
and commander, support services
division commander and accredita-
tion manager.

One of the main issues he expects
to face as head of the department is
manpower.

He noted that the number of of-
ficers has remained relatively static
since he joined the department 18
years ago, if not earlier.

“With the population increasing,
the more calls you have to answer,”
he pointed out.

But he was heartened that various
measurements of crime and safety
place Scotch Plains pretty much in
the middle of the statistics.

“It’s a really safe town,” Mr.
Conley told The Times, “and you
should be able to feel OK walking
the streets, no matter what time of
day.”

Given the headlines in the news
of late, officer safety is another con-
cern of Mr. Conley.

“It’s difficult,” he admits. “We
have to have our guard up,” adding
that he has seen reports of “credible
threats” against police officers in
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT...Kids learn about the various equipment used by the
Union County SWAT team during Scotch Plains’ National Night Out event at
Alan Augustine Village Green on Tuesday evening.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PIZZA PACE...A crowd of runners wind up their run on East Broad Street in the
5K Pizza Run sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation on July 27.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AUTO REPAIR EXPANSION…Architect Michael Savarese shows the design of
Frank's Auto, which received approval last week from the Fanwood Planning
Board to add two bays to the shop on Martine Avenue.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUDDIES-TO-BE...A young resident cautiously meets a member of the police department’s K-9 unit during Scotch Plains’
National Night Out event at Alan Augustine Village Green on Tuesday evening.


