
Page 8 Thursday, August 4, 2016 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

Union County College
…Transforming Our Community…

…One Student at a Time…

Union County College does not discriminate and prohibits discrimination, as required by state and/or federal law, in all programs and activities, including employment and access to its career and technical programs.

McDaniel Jeantus, Class of 2016
•  President of the Union County 

College Student Government 
Association

•  Graduated from Union County 
College on May 25, 2016, with an 
Associate in Arts degree

•  American Honors Program 
Graduate

•  Community Service Volunteer

McDaniel was recently admitted to 
Columbia University to complete his 
bachelor’s degree. He will begin his 
studies there in Fall 2016.

McDaniel is the second Union County College graduate in College history to 
receive a Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship. The Cooke Scholarship is the highest 
award that any community-college graduate can receive, providing up to 
$40,000 a year in scholarship support, which will pay his tuition at Columbia. 
McDaniel is one of only 70 graduates nationwide to be a Cooke scholar.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW Planning
quest 9-to-0.

In other action, with Chairman Steve
Greet away on vacation, Vice Chair-
woman Kathy Villaggio informed the
board that the subcommittee of which
she is a part had begun reviewing docu-
ment submission forms for various ap-
plications, including certificates of non-
conformity.

The issue had been broached in pre-
vious meetings about the complexity of
the forms, and Mr. Greet charged the
subcommittee with looking for ways to
simplify them for both the benefit of the
applicant and the board.

Ms. Villaggio distributed a draft copy
of the proposed changes to the certifi-
cate of non-conformity form and asked
her fellow board members to examine
it and be ready to discuss in September.

Earlier, during Mr. Venturino’s testi-
mony, Mr. Fraser revealed that the board
likely would cancel its next scheduled
meeting for Wednesday, August 24.

MS Racquet Club Gets
Okay For New Clay Courts

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Racquet Club has been
given approval to erect an alumi-
num-framed, fabric-covered struc-
ture to house additional clay tennis
courts in the rear of its property
along U.S. Route 22.

The zoning board of adjustment
okayed the request at a short meet-
ing on July 26.

Represented by attorney James
Foerst, club owner Steve Cantor
and manager-partner Steve Ondish
explained the new courts were
needed to provide more year-round
access desired by its members.

The current facility operates seven
days a week, Mr. Cantor said, who
added the aluminum and fabric en-
closure will be cost effective.

The new structure will be erected
in the rear yard of the existing build-
ing, which has six courts and sits in
a light industrial zone on 3,000
square feet off eastbound Route 22
behind Uncle Bob’s Self Storage
and Elks Lodge No. 1585.

Project engineer Peter  Korzen
said a retaining wall will be built
and six dry wells dug to collect any
water runoff.

Sixty-five feet of trees buffer the
back of the lot to the property line
with Echo Lake Park.

The approval carried some con-
ditions, one being that if the facility
was not being used for tennis it
would have to be removed.

The board also approved the ap-
plication of David Meltzer to build
a four-and-a-half-foot-high open rail
fence in the front yard of his single
family home at 1000 Mary Allen
Lane.

Two other applications, one for
an office building at 1254 U.S.
Route 22 and another for Western
Pest Control/Sign Arama at 1048
U.S. Route 22 — in the middle of
the roadway, were postponed.

The next meeting of the board of

adjustment is scheduled for Tues-
day, August 23 at the Mountainside
Municipal Building on U.S. Route
22.

***
EDITOR’S NOTE: Last week’s

edition included an outdated story
regarding the Mountainside Plan-
ning Board which contained mate-
rial from a meeting earlier this year.
The Westfield Leader regrets the
error.

FROM WESTFIELD TO PHILLY...Westfield Democratic Committee Chair-
woman Janice Siegel shows her local pride with a copy of The Westfield Leader
outside the Wells Fargo Center while serving as volunteer New Jersey ambassador
at the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia last week.

ON TOP OF OLD BALDY...Scouts and leaders from The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield Troop 72, Troop 104 in Scotch Plains and Westfield’s St. Paul’s
Church Troop 77 pose after hiking 80 miles in full packs to the peak of Mount
Baldy, 12,441 feet atop the Sangre de Cristo Mountains of New Mexico.
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What does it mean to be IN good hands?Ð It means 
you get my personal attention. Not just today, but 
as your coverage needs change over the years. Let 
me help you choose the 
right amount of protection 
with a free Personalized 
Insurance Proposal.
Stop in or call me today.

Ron Bansky & Associates 
908-301-0711
519 South Ave. West
Westfield
ronbansky@allstate.com

One place to help with all 
your insurance needs.

ALWAYS IN 
YOUR CORNER

the costs of any reevaluation. It also
instructed him to produce a break-
down of the tax ratables between
commercial and residential proper-
ties and to prepare a preliminary
non-binding analysis of the pos-
sible impact of a reassessment on
the ratio between the county and
state taxes paid by Mountainside
residents so the council can con-
sider how any changes might effect
school funding and other municipal
aid.

Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli urged
the members of council to “make
sure we never have to do something
like this again”.

The council agreed to consider at
future meetings ways to revamp the
property tax evaluation process so
as to minimize the disruption to
residents and to make it more effi-
cient.

Mr. Frangello explained that since
the borough’s tax maps already have
been updated and computerized, it
might be possible to arrange for a
certain percentage of properties to
be automatically revaluated at cer-
tain intervals, for example annual
or every three years, or to partici-
pate in what is known as the Chap-
ter 101 program where only spe-
cific areas where a large number of
valuations are out of alignment can
be reviewed.

In other business, the council
unanimously voted to authorize the
purchase of a new dump truck for
the Department of Public Works, to
purchase a new SUV though the
Morris County Cooperative Pur-
chasing Program, to renew the
borough’s membership in the Sub-
urban Municipal Joint Insurance
Fund and to approve raffle applica-
tions from the Mountainside Edu-
cation Foundation and the Moun-
tainside PTA.
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Scotch Plains Council
Feuds Over School Parking

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Council mem-
bers sparred last week over the board of
education’s plan to expand a parking
lot behind Park Middle School that will
eliminate a large portion of a playing
field and whether the municipal gov-
ernment had done enough to find alter-
natives.

Last week, board representatives
briefed the township planning board
about its proposal to develop a parking
lot for teachers between Park Middle
School and School One.

An increase in the number of teach-
ers and, especially, teacher aides led to
a parking shortage in recent years that
resulted in many cars ending up in the
school lot along Park Avenue or on
neighborhood streets.

The new lot will be situated on a
grassy field between the two school
buildings.

At the township council’s regular
meeting on July 26, a day after the
planning board meeting, Councilman
John Del Sordi, who is also a planning
board member, said it was “disappoint-
ing” that the board “couldn’t come up
with a better plan” than “paving over a
recreational field.”

Mayor Kevin Glover, also a plan-
ning board member, said that the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood governments, via
their joint shared-services committee,
had offered “some strong alternatives”
to the new parking lot that “weren’t
embraced” by the school board.

He said street parking around the

schools was one option offered along
with restriping the existing lot to pro-
vide additional spaces and moving vari-
ous maintenance and other vehicles
now housed at the middle school prop-
erty to sites in Scotch Plains and Fan-
wood as a way to free up space for cars.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones,
though, claimed that the shared-ser-
vices committee had been aware of the
looming parking issue for more than a
year and that when board representa-
tives repeatedly asked the committee
for assistance, they were told to figure
out a solution “on their own property.”

He said that “we had a year to be
helpful” to the school board and “now
we’re criticizing” them for their deci-
sion.

Deputy Mayor Rose Checchio, a
member of the shared-services com-
mittee, said the school board had never
showed the committee any plans for a
parking lot, while township manager Al
Mirabella said various proposals for
off-site parking were “not met with a lot
of receptivity. They seemed deter-
mined” to develop the on-site parking
lot, he said of the board.

In other business last week, the coun-
cil unanimously approved an ordinance
regulating the hours of operation of
businesses located in certain areas.

No retail establishment located within
500 feet of any residential zone district
will be able to conduct business be-
tween midnight and 5 a.m., according
to the ordinance.

Exceptions were granted, though, for
pharmacies, businesses along U.S.
Route 22 and establishments that serve
alcohol.

Another ordinance was introduced
that expands the salary ranges for town-
ship employees.

Councilman Jones and Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella voted against
the introduction, with Mr. Jones won-
dering why a new salary ordinance,
with a higher ceiling for salaries, was
necessary.

Mr. Mirabella said it would give him
“some flexibility” in handing out salary
increases to some employees.

He also told the council that he is
implementing written evaluations for
municipal employees, a move ap-
plauded by Mrs. Gialanella, who said
that there are “countless” town and
county employees throughout the state
making more than $100,000 annually
“who’ve never received a written evalu-
ation.”

Earlier in the meeting, Mr. Mirabella
reminded residents not to place their
grass clippings and branches in the
street, saying that state law prohibits it.

Instead, such debris should be put on
the curb and off the street. He also said
that residents can deposit their clip-
pings and branches at the Westfield
Conservation Center, with day permits
available.

In response to a question from Coun-
cilman Jones, Mr. Mirabella said that
he wasn’t planning to have the depart-
ment of public works conduct a pick-up
of debris in light of recent heavy rain-
storms.

“Budgets are tight,” the manager said.
“I didn’t think it was allowable at this
time.”

He also said that public works em-
ployees are also presently occupied
with various paving and road construc-
tion projects.

Frank’s Auto in Fanwood
Gets Expansion Approval

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Frank’s Auto on
South Martine Avenue is to expand
after the planning board approved its
site plan request last Wednesday.

Owner Frank Constandi has owned
the auto shop since 1974 and is plan-
ning add 945 square feet of space,
including two extra bays to make the
business “more efficient,” he said.

The exterior lift will be removed
and most of the cars will be contained
inside the building, he said.

The design resembles a house with
a gabled roof with two dormers, two
garage doors and a large picture win-
dow. The exterior will be a combina-
tion of gray brick and siding, archi-
tect Michael Savarese said.

The property is 8,500 square feet.
At the rear is an apartment building
with a fitness facility on the ground
floor. Mr. Constandi asked for an
easement on his property to allow for
a one-and-a-half-foot-wide planting
area to act as a buffer between the two
properties, and a sidewalk will be
extended there.

The borough’s long-range plan is
to create a pedestrian thoroughfare
throughout the length of the area there,
said Liz Jeffery, the borough’s eco-
nomic development advisor.

“It looks good,” Chairman Dale
Flowers said.

Frank’s Auto will remain open dur-
ing construction, Mr. Constandi told
The Westfield Leader. He hopes to

have the work completed by the end
of the year.

At the close of the meeting, Mr.
Flowers took a moment to remember
Joan Wheeler, a planning board mem-
ber and former councilwoman who
died suddenly July 10.

“She was a special lady,” planning
board member Dennis Sherry said.

sider what evidence they had, for ex-
ample, programs in progress, that were
evidence the district was moving in the
right direction.

Ms. Birnbaum prepared a slideshow
of each specific goal the board had for
the district for the 2015-2016 school
year, followed by examples of their
completion or progression.

This slideshow will be presented at
an upcoming board meeting.

“There are pockets of excellence,”
board member Dan DeMarco said, “but
we’re still working diligently to reach
all the students in the district.”

Mrs. Carbone said that students are
“really service-oriented,” noting the
collection boxes for shoes or coats go-
ing nearly year-round.

Mr. Cooper said that some goals are
hampered by the outdated technology
structure available.

“We need to diversify how we needle
out our goals,” he said.
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Mark De Hanes  for The Westfield Leader
ELECTRA GLIDE IN BLUE…Youngsters, under the watchful eye of Mom, get
a hands-on look at motorcycles from the Westfield Police Department as part of
the town’s participation in the National Night Out community outreach program.


