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Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
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Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
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Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
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[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
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Editorial on Open Space Misses the
Extent of County Misuse of Tax Money

You [Leader/Times editorial] ar-
gue that the county Open Space Tax
should sunset in 2020 to provide tax-
payer relief. But, in making your
points, you fail to appreciate the ex-
tent to which Union County has been
openly using this money for their own
budget rather than its intended pur-
pose, the acquisition of open space.

In the 2016 budget, revenue is an-
ticipated from:

Sheet 8A – Open Space-Parks
Maintenance: $2,250,000

Sheet 8: Debt Service – Open
Space: $4,464,841

Municipalities would likely prefer
to use that $2.25 million to pay for
maintenance of their own (instead of
the county’s) parks and that $4.4 mil-

lion is going to repay general debt of
the county as there has been more
than enough money collected through
the Open Space tax (about $10 mil-
lion annually since 2001) to pay for
everything bought through it. This is
blatant theft by deception and the
county is looking for the blessing of a
willfully benighted electorate to vote
to continue this fraud in perpetuity.

My guess as to why the freeholders
want a ballot question this early is
that some ratings agency may have
noticed this substantial revenue in
danger of being lost if county voters
ever wake up to how it is being mis-
appropriated.

John Bury
Kenilworth

Cranford Squad Member Calls for
Safety Action on Springfield Avenue

Thoughtful Scotch
Plains Prince Tribute
Congratulations, Scotch Plains, on

your thoughtful Purple tribute to
Prince in the town square. This was a
lovely and meaningful sign of respect
for a musician we all loved.

Kudos to the thoughtful people who
envisioned this. In this moment it
brings us all together, which would
ultimately be Prince’s wish.

Aurora Mako
Scotch Plains

On April 13 a pedestrian was struck
and seriously injured while in a cross-
walk on Springfield Avenue in
Cranford. As a volunteer on
Cranford’s First Aid Squad, I’m aware
of at least four pedestrian fatalities on
that road, and many more injuries,
over the past five years. Whether it’s
young people walking to school, com-
muters walking home from work or
parents taking their children to
Nomahegan Park, pedestrians are at
risk crossing Springfield Avenue and
we should take action.

Most of Springfield Avenue has a
speed limit of 35 MPH, which is too
fast, considering the number of pe-
destrians trying to cross the street.

Studies show that a pedestrian
struck by a vehicle moving at 20
MPH has about a 5 percent chance of
being killed, one struck at 30 MPH
has about a 45 percent chance, while
someone struck at 40 MPH has an 80

percent chance. So the speed limit on
a road can make a big difference,
especially on a road with school and
commuter traffic.

I am asking Cranford residents to
take action and reduce the speed limit
on Springfield Avenue. Ultimately,
Union County sets the speed limit but
Cranford residents deserve to have a
say in the matter.

I urge all Cranford residents con-
cerned about safety on Springfield
Avenue to join me in contacting both
Cranford Township (6 Springfield
Ave.) and Union County Department
of Public Safety (300 North Ave. E.,
Westfield, NJ 07090).

Springfield Avenue should not be
simply a convenient bypass for people
on the way to other places. The safety
of residents must be our top priority.

Kent Lucas
Cranford

Scotch Plains Mayor Glover Discusses
Municipal Operating Budget

To my fellow citizens, I am very
pleased to report to you that we
have passed our 2016 Scotch Plains
municipal operating budget that
calls for a 1-point tax decrease. This
first time ever tax decrease follows
last year’s 0 percent tax increase, an
accomplishment of stabilizing tax
rates never before achieved. This
year’s operating budget not only
contains a tax decrease, it also pro-
vides a down payment for several
critical capital budget items, that
addresses improvements to public
safety, parks and recreation, our
municipalities infrastructure and
historic preservation.

Four capital ordinances were ap-
proved for introduction along with
the final passage of the operating
budget that will fund essential pub-
lic safety and quality of life issues,
including, the replacement of a 39-
year-old tower ladder fire truck, re-
placement of three police vehicles
and new public safety communica-
tions equipment, replacing an inef-
fective heating and air conditioning
system at our library, ongoing road
repairs and maintenance, an invest-
ment to begin the revitalization of
our downtown, repairs to our DPW

building, renovations to the
restrooms in our parks, transforma-
tion of the former Terry Lou Zoo
site at the corner of Raritan and
Terrill Roads into a passive park,
final restoration to the historic
Shady Rest Clubhouse at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, and as well,
dedicating funds to restore the iconic
land mark Revolutionary War home,
the Frazee House. Though I am
pleased that the proposed capital
budget items were approved for in-
troduction, a second and final vote
for their official adoption is still
required and will take place at the
township council’s next business
meeting on May 17, 2016.

When I took office as Mayor in
2013, I made a commitment that we
would work to stabilize our munici-
pal taxes and put our finances on
solid ground in a responsible sound
fiscal manner. Working coopera-
tively with members of the town-
ship council and Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella, we are keeping
that promise while addressing and
correcting many long neglected
community needs.

I have said over the years that Scotch
Plains is a great place to live and raise
a family and that my ongoing goal is
to make it even better. With your
continued support, our community
will accomplish that goal.

Mayor Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains

Westfield Discussion on Race
Was A Great Success

The Dr. Martin Luther King Asso-
ciation of Westfield wishes to thank
all those who participated in our Com-
munity Discussion on Race at the
Westfield High School on April 4.
This discussion was well attended by
our community and all feedback indi-
cates that it was a great success.

We give special thanks to the Town
of Westfield and its administrator;
and the Board of Education, its ad-
ministrator; and particularly the
Westfield High School and its admin-
istrators. Several community mem-
bers volunteered their advice and sup-
port, for which we are most grateful.

We also owe special thanks to our
panelists and moderators, who to-
gether guided a very frank conversa-
tion about race relations in our town.
We witnessed openness, honesty and
willingness to consider thoughts and
actions that our town might act upon
to encourage and improve race rela-
tions as locally experienced, with hope
that reaped benefits might spread to

other communities.
For those that were unable to at-

tend this event, you can watch the
complete program on local TV-36
channel, currently airing 6 p.m., Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday.

Since its beginning in 1987, the Dr.
King Association has attempted to
keep a local focus on important tenets
from the mouth and pen and examples
of Dr. King. Through essay contests,
sponsored by the association in our
local schools, we have tried to instill
within the minds of our youths certain
principles espoused by Dr. King; for
example, the concepts of justice, fair-
ness, brotherhood and non-violence.

We believe that through sponsor-
ship of discussions like this one on
race relations, we are reinforcing
adults and children in core beliefs
that are important in our community.

Donnell Carr, President
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Association of Westfield

Are Leader Reporters
Biased on ‘Cap’ Bank’?

I smiled recently when I read two
Westfield Leader reporters’ articles
on the Westfield and Garwood Coun-
cils, both voting to establish “cap
banks” as part of their budgetary ac-
tions.

When reporter Christina Hinke re-
ported Westfield’s action, she de-
scribed it as “utilizing an accounting
measure that could ease budget re-
strictions in the next three years.”
When reporter Brian Trusdell re-
ported on Garwood’s action, he de-
scribed it as “essentially granting the
borough council permission to use an
accounting measure in coming years
to evade state limits on budget expen-
ditures.”

Wow! Same actions, two different
value descriptions. It’s of further in-
terest because both towns use audi-
tors Suplee, Clooney, who supported
the bank creation in both towns and
yet have it reviewed so differently in
each town. Could it be that publisher
Horace Corbin is suing Garwood,
and therefore paints Garwood in nega-
tive light whenever he can? Or maybe
it’s bias of individual reporters? Just
asking.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Editor’s Note: This newspaper
never alters its reporting to promote
an agenda. Mr. Nierstedt might like
to read the editorial on the complex
subject of “cap bank” on page 4 of
the March 31 edition.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Spring Fling Is Sunday
In Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Grelot – A small bell similar to a

sleighbell
2. Desmachyme – The connective tis-

sue of sponges
3. Ditokous – Producing two eggs or

young at one time
4. Lagarto – Spanish for alligator

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SARCENET
1. A kind of leather stuffing put into a

boot for the wearer’s ease
2. A graceful, stately, slow Spanish

dance
3. A small piece of artillery
4. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,

linings, etc.
HORNOTINE

1. Resembling grape clusters
2. A bird in its first year
3. Bristled; standing erect
4. Solidified; hardened

JURAMENTADO
1. In Latin, a lawgiver
2. An individual devoted to the study

of dinosaurs
3. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
4. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

PILEOUS
1. Pertaining to plundering or looting
2. In biology, a small cap or crest
3. Hairy
4. Producing a putred odor

See more letters on page 5

“Purple Rain”

Holocaust Remembrance Day:
May the World Never Forget

Holocaust Remembrance Day, referred to in He-
brew as Yom Hashoah, will be observed a week from
today, May 5. This solemn commemoration recalls
the approximately six million Jews and five million
others who were lost to the Holocaust, as well as the
courage of those who joined resistance efforts in the
midst of genocide.

Seventy-one years since the denouement of
World War II, the Holocaust still haunts our world.
We still grapple with the reality that such epic evil
could have occurred, for many of us, within our
lifetime. The Holocaust is not an event buried
deep within the annals of history. Eyewitnesses
remain alive today; films and photographs retain
evidence of the horrors inflicted upon even the
most vulnerable of individuals; diaries and art-
work have preserved the hopes, dreams and perso-
nas of many who did not survive.

Holocaust Remembrance Day forges a bridge be-
tween the past and the present, and between the
present and the future, in terms of lessons that can
never — must never — be forgotten. This annual
observance educates younger generations about the
Holocaust, particularly as the ranks of survivors

continue to dwindle each year.
It also reminds us of the scope that factions whose

ideologies call for the oppression or annihilation of
others can reach. Decades after World War II, such
factions remain active and seek to grow in strength and
numbers. They may operate under different banners, in
different countries, or with different tactics than their
predecessors in the Second World War, but the danger
remains just as real. On a September morning just shy
of 15 years ago — 60 years after Pearl Harbor — the
manifestation of such ideologies arrived anew on our
shores. It will not soon be neutralized.

The world cannot let the passage of years nor the
gradual silencing of voices as survivors pass on
diminish the impact the Holocaust has had upon
modern history, spanning the Eastern and Western
hemispheres, from Europe to the United States to
the Middle East.

We encourage people of all faiths and backgrounds
to share in the observance of Holocaust Remem-
brance Day each year — in solidarity with those who
survived, in remembrance of those who did not, and
as a show of unity against those who would orches-
trate such events anywhere in the world again.

Is Government Relying Too
Much on Debt for Cap. Budgets?

While most of our local property taxes go toward
salaries and benefits for services provided, Union
County and municipal councils are spending mil-
lions of dollars on maintaining and expanding our
infrastructure. The problem is that most of this
money is being borrowed.

Union County is borrowing $49.4 million of its
$52.5-million capital budget. Scotch Plains is bor-
rowing $3.3 million of its $3.4-million 2016 capital
budget; Westfield is issuing $631,750 of debt for this
year’s $665,000 capital budget; and Cranford is
authorizing $1.9 million in debt for the $2-million
capital budget.

Among items in the county’s capital budget are:
$14.6 million for road, intersection and bridge
projects; $5 million for a regional animal shelter;
$13.2 million for upgrades to county parks, includ-
ing $6.2 million for a new Ash Brook Golf Course
clubhouse and $500,000 toward the rehabilitation of
the former golf clubhouse at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark, $2.4 million to turf Meisel Field in Spring-
field and another $2 million for a turf field at
Wheeler Park in Linden; and $1 million for new
voting machines for the county Board of Elections.

Union County College is getting around $10 mil-
lion for improvements, with the vo-tech system set
to spend $6.9 million. Over a six-year period, through
2021, the county will spend around $77.5 million on

road and bridge improvements.
While road improvements are obviously a prior-

ity, do we really need to continue turfing fields all
around the county? Also, while a regional animal
shelter has been sought, do we really need an educa-
tion center as part of that to encourage pet adop-
tions? Couldn’t most of this money have been raised
by nonprofit organizations as well as the business
community?

At the local level, Scotch Plains’ municipal budget
includes $747,000 this year and another $2 million
from 2017 through 2021 for road improvements. In
2016, the township is also spending $270,000 on
Frazee House improvements and $410,500 on re-
placement vehicles for public works.

Westfield has budgeted $1.3 million for sidewalk
and street improvements over the next six years,
including $300,000 this year, and $425,000 in 2016
for recreation/pool improvements. Cranford’s capital
budget has $6 million for road improvements over the
next six years, including $1 million this year. Another
$3.4 million is budgeted for sewer improvements
through 2021, including $400,000 in 2016.

We believe that more needs to be done to reduce
the reliance on debt to maintain our infrastructure,
despite the current low-interest rates. So much is
spent on salaries, health insurance and pensions that
there is little left for anything else.


