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Education Group Schedules
Its 12th Appreciation Dinner

Students Share Knowledge
Of China from A to Z

TALENTED TEEN...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior Nancy Canevari
has been notified that her short story The View From Paris has earned national
recognition in the 2016 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards Program. Panels of
creative professionals have identified Nancy as being among the most talented
young writers in the nation. The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards Program is the
longest running, most prestigious competition and largest source of scholarships
for teenagers in the United States. Nancy will be recognized at Carnegie Hall
during National Events in New York City on June 1 to June 3.

NATIONAL MERIT FINALISTS...Westfield High School has been notified that
four seniors have advanced to Finalist standing in the 2016 National Merit
Scholarship program. Westfield High School Assistant Principal Derrick Nelson
recently congratulated the students. Pictured from left to right are: Ryan Q. Dang,
Sarah N. Steiner, Nova L. Qi, and Albert A. Chen.  In October the Westfield Board
of Education presented certificates to the students, who at the time were named
Semi-Finalists. Approximately one percent of students who take the Preliminary
SAT test qualify as National Merit semi-finalists and eventually receive the finalist
status. They are the highest scoring entrants and are eligible to apply for National
Merit scholarships.  The program honors students who show exceptional aca-
demic ability and potential for success in rigorous college studies.

GARWOOD – The 12th annual
Appreciation Dinner sponsored by
the Education Foundation of Garwood
has been scheduled for 6 p.m. on
Thursday, April 21, at the Westwood,
438 North Ave.

The dinner, which
will honor a person
who has made a dif-
ference in the bor-
ough and the Educa-
tor of the Year, will
include a “tricky tray”
auction offering a
chance to win a li-
quor basket, a lottery-
ticket basket and gift
certificates from
many local busi-
nesses.

Also available for
bidding will be a 24" by 31" framed
photograph of firefighters raising the
flag at Ground Zero on Sept. 11,
2001, and “Crimson Chorus,” a
framed watercolor painting.

Dinner tickets cost $40 in advance
and $50 at the door. They are avail-

able at the Garwood Public Library,
411 Third Ave.; the Lincoln School,
400 Second Ave.; Advanced Print-
ing, 116 South Ave., or through the
foundation president, Sara Todisco:

saramtodisco@gmail.com
or (908) 377-7890.
Tickets will cover a
buffet dinner, beer
and wine. Mixed
drinks will be avail-
able at a cash bar.

More than 100
people attended last
year’s Appreciation
Dinner, which raised
more than $5,000 for
the foundation, a non-
profit, tax-exempt
501(c)3 organization.
It was founded in

2004 to work with the Garwood
School District “in pursuit of educa-
tional excellence.” It provides schol-
arships to graduating eighth-grade and
high school students and grants to
Garwood teachers in support of en-
richment projects.

“Crimson Chorus”

PERFECT SCORES...Westfield High School announced that four 11th grade
students have each achieved the highest score of 36 on the February ACT
standardized tests widely used for college admission and placement criteria,
including (from left) Stefan Crigler – Mathematics, Reading and Science; Samantha
Della Fera – English; Max Kleiman-Lynch – Mathematics; and Danielle Rinaldi
– Mathematics.

College Club Presents
Stress Reduction Workshop

Wardlaw-Hartridge Students
Spend 10 Days in Spain

WESTFIELD – Second graders in
Washington Elementary School in
Westfield wowed their standing room
only audience on March 22 with a
special presentation entitled “China
A to Z.”  The 40 minute fact-filled
performance featured every second
grader sharing a wealth of informa-
tion learned in social studies classes.

Demonstrating their knowledge
through song and speech, the 76 stu-
dents performed solo, in groups or as
an entire class. With an “A to Z”
theme exhibited on a large screen at
the rear of the stage flanked by real
bamboo, the second graders revealed
facts about China that corresponded
to each letter of the alphabet. Starting
with “A” for agriculture through “Z”
for zodiac, students explained tradi-
tions dating back to ancient times
through present-day China. Results
of their research included inventions,
culture, topography, food, recreation,
animals, and language.

Topping off the performance was a
student-led Chinese dragon dance
weaving its way through the audito-
rium in celebration of the Year of the
Monkey.

When asked what this learning ex-
perience was like, second grader
James Brouder said, “There was a lot
to learn about China.” His favorite
revelation was discovering that 10
million people live in Beijing.  James
proudly pointed out his drawing
adorning the auditorium wall – one of
several which also had been projected
on the screen. “I liked making the
buildings the best,” said James, whose
art assignment was to illustrate the
letter “B.”

His mother, Denise Brouder, re-
marked, “I recently had a business
trip to China and at the time tried to
explain where I was working.  Today
was a wonderful way for me to con-
nect the dots of where I was to my
son.”

Washington School Principal, An-
drew Perry, gave credit to second
grade teachers Christine Culver, Carol
Fahrenthold, Patricia Honeywell, and
Christine Olenick as well as art teacher
Diana D’Amico for their role in pre-
paring the students for the perfor-
mance. Special thanks were given to
Pat Esemplare, who provide accom-
paniment on the piano.

EDISON – A group of Upper
School students and four chaper-
ones from The Wardlaw-Hartridge
(W-H) School in Edison enjoyed a
wonderful 10-day trip to Spain dur-
ing Spring Break.

The W-H students stayed with
host families, attended classes at
Colegio Altair Internacional in
Madrid and bonded with their new
Spanish friends. They also took the
opportunity to enjoy sightseeing in
places such as Cordoba, Sevilla,
Granada, Toledo and Madrid. They
visited a beautiful castle in Segovia,
walked through a walled city in Avila
and enjoyed a fabulous tour of Real
Madrid Stadium. Some of the host
families took their homestay stu-
dents to a soccer match.

The group also visited a few mu-
seums, including Reina Sofia and
Museo de Prado, two art museums
in Madrid. The students learned
about the art in these museums dur-
ing classes at the school in Altair.

The W-H students who attended
the trip were Akash Dalal of Scotch
Plains, Alexandra Garces of North

Brunswick, Allison Haley of
Colonia, Aman Kaur of Iselin, An-
drea Tobar of South Plainfield, An-
drew Park of Westfield, Anisa
Ahmed of Scotch Plains, Brennan
Wright of Westfield, Jaden Dugenio
of Branchburg, Jordan Borst-Ortiz
of Colonia, Jordan Rose of
Watchung, Joshua Marseille of Lin-
den, Laura Arriaza of Plainfield,
Learta Bajqinovci of Roselle Park,
Neha Chhabra of Watchung,
Raphael Genty of Scotch Plains,
Samantha Anastasiou of Scotch
Plains, Scott Hargrove of Fanwood,
Sonali Shah of Edison, Sreeja
Arumilli of Edison, Steven Bessette
of Scotch Plains, Victoria Howell
of Piscataway, Wilson Guo of
Edison and Whitney Porter of North
Plainfield.

Students from the school in Altair,
Spain returned to the U.S. with the W-
H students. Their visit includes two
trips to New York City, a three-day
excursion to Washington D.C. and
two days attending classes with W-H
students. The students from Spain
returned home on April 6.

FANWOOD – The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains welcomes
Dr. Diane Handlin, the Founder and
Executive Director of the Mindful-
ness-Based Stress Reduction
(MBSR) Center of NJ in Metuchen,
NJ along with her husband Dr. Jim
Handlin, Founding member and Edu-
cational consultant for the center.
They will share their knowledge
about this powerful method to re-
duce stress and improve overall
health and well-being.

Published research has shown that
meditation and relaxation training
can be significant and effective ad-

juncts to the conventional medical
treatment of many disorders as well
as a powerful means of reducing
stress and pain and heightening well-
being. Come and learn about tech-
niques to help us manage stress in
our everyday life

The program is free and open to the
public. The College Club’s mission is
to support education of our youth and
local community. The program will
be held on Monday, April 18 at The
Chelsea located at 295 South Ave,
Fanwood, NJ.  Refreshments will
begin at 7:30 p.m. with the program
to start at 7:45 p.m.
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Loyola University Maryland
Announces Dean’s List

BALTIMORE, M.D. – Loyola Uni-
versity Maryland has announced the
members of its fall 2015 Dean's List.
In order to qualify for the Dean's List
at Loyola, a student must achieve a
minimum GPA of at least 3.500 for the
term, provided that, in the term they
have successfully completed courses
totaling a minimum of 15 credits.

The following local students have
achieved this honor and indicated that
Loyola can release their directory in-
formation:

Megan Byrne, a member of the
class of 2016 from Cranford;
Francesca Najdzin, a member of the
class of 2016 from Mountainside;
Vienna Vitollo, a member of the class
of 2016 from Mountainside; Lauren
Anzevino, a member of the class of
2017 from Westfield; Cassandra
Clark, a member of the class of 2017
from Westfield; Nicholas

Constantine, a member of the class of
2017 from Westfield; Jake Heroux, a
member of the class of 2017 from
Westfield; Margaret McKay, a mem-
ber of the class of 2018 from Cranford;
Katherine McLaughlin, a member of
the class of 2018 from Mountainside;
Elena Scarano, a member of the class
of 2018 from Westfield; Kathleen
Colonna, a member of the class of
2017 from Fanwood and Andrew
Ukrainskyj, a member of the class of
2019 from Westfield.

Established in 1852, Loyola Uni-
versity Maryland is a Catholic, Jesuit
comprehensive university compris-
ing Loyola College, home to the
University's arts and sciences pro-
grams; the Sellinger School of Busi-
ness and Management; and the School
of Education. Loyola enrolls 3,700
undergraduate and 2,300 graduate
students from across the country.

Allison Gara Earns
Scholarship to Alvernia

READING, Penn. – Hard work in
high school has paid off for college-
bound seniors. Allison Gara, of Scotch
Plains has been granted the Veronica
Founder's Scholarship to study Nurs-
ing at Alvernia University in the fall.
Ms. Gara is currently a senior at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Recipients of the $15,000 Veronica
Founder's Scholarship must have a
minimum of 980 SAT (or 21 ACT)
and 3.0 GPA. Alvernia's Neag Nurs-
ing, Shirley and Joseph Boscov, Presi-
dential, Trustees' and Veronica Schol-
arships are merit based and awarded
on a competitive basis.

Doctoral Student Selected
For Nursing Internship

LODI – Susan N. Palma, MS, RN,
LNHA, a student in the Doctor of
Nursing Practice (DNP) degree pro-
gram at Felician University, has been
selected to serve as a leadership in-
tern for the Institute for Nursing, the
non-profit arm of the New Jersey
State Nurses Association.  In this in-
ternship, Ms. Palma will work with
Judy Schmidt, MSN, DHA-c, chief
executive officer of the New Jersey
State Nurses Association and Ben-

jamin Evans, DD, DNP, RN, APN,
chair of the Institute for Nursing, on
projects related to policy and legisla-
tion.

Ms. Palma, a resident of Westfield,
New Jersey, currently serves in the
position of director of Transitions of
Care and Outreach at University Hos-
pital, Newark. She has an extensive
background in nursing management.

“This is an honor for Felician Uni-
versity, the School of Nursing and our
DNP program, and the first time one
of our DNP students has been se-
lected for an internship in a state-
wide organization,” said Dr. Muriel
Shore, dean of the School of Nursing.
“Ms. Palma is an accomplished pro-
fessional and we are proud that the
Institute for Nursing has recognized
her wonderful qualities and chosen
her for this unique opportunity.”

 “As a DNP executive track student
I think the experience will enhance
my learning leadership skills for the
advance practice nurse, and will be a
wonderful opportunity to promote the
nursing profession and the impor-
tance of being an advocate,” said Ms.
Palma. “I appreciate that the NJSNA
values continued education and sup-
ports professional growth and devel-
opment.”

Westfielder Named to
Curry Coll. Dean’s List

MILTON, Mass. – Curry College
is announced that Alexandra Caggiano
of Westfield has been named to the
Dean's List for the Fall 2015 semes-
ter. To qualify for the Dean's List,
students must earn a 3.30 GPA, have
no incompletes, and have no grade
lower than a "C" for the semester.
Full-time students must carry 12 or
more graded credits for the semester.

Founded in 1879, Curry College is
a private, four-year, liberal arts-based
institution located on 131 acres in
Milton, MA.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

NEWARK, Del. – Students at the
University of Delaware (UD) raised
$1.7 million for pediatric cancer re-
search at UDance, one of the nation's
largest dance marathon fundraisers.

Taking part from Scotch Plains were
Alyssa Hartstein and Meghan
McGrath.

On March 13 UD students joined
the fight against childhood cancer
with UDance, the university's most-
popular student-run philanthropy. The
organization celebrated a year's worth
of fundraising during its 10th annual
twelve-hour dance marathon. Students
raised a total of $1,701,667.81, for
the Wilmington, Delaware-based
Andrew McDonough B+ Foundation.
UDance is the fifth largest college
dance marathon in the country.

To learn more about UDance, or
make a donation, please visit:
www.UDanceDelaware.org.

Vultaggio Takes 3rd in
Elevator Pitch Competition
BURLINGTON, VT – Anthony

Vultaggio of Cranford, NJ was a
winner of the 2016 Champlain Col-
lege Elevator Pitch Competition.
The contest, which is put on by
Champlain College's Build Your
Own Business (BYOBiz) Program,
Career Services, the Center for Ser-
vice & Civic Engagement, and the
Office of Advancement, requires

students to give a 90-second "pitch"
about a business idea to an execu-
tive (who is known as "the suit") as
they ride together in a fictional el-
evator. The competition, which took
place on March 1, featured a total
18 finalists competing in three cat-
egories.

Mr. Vultaggio came in third place
in the Entrepreneur catagory.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Thanks to a
generous grant from the Mountainside
Education Association, fourth, fifth,
and sixth grade students were able to
participate in Mobile Ed Productions,
Inc. STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics)
Hands-on Museum.

STEAM education is a nationwide
initiative that creates critical think-
ers, increases science literacy, and

enables the next generation of inno-
vators.  At the museum, students
interacted with a humanoid robot,
saw a 3-D printer in action, and built
a parabolic arch, among other activi-
ties. Every student regardless of abil-
ity or age was fully engaged. It was
organized to peak student interest
and allowed students to explore the
various stations at his or her own
pace.

STEAM Museum Comes
To Deerfield School

Local Students Raise Money
For Pediatric Cancer Res.


