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Dems Hope to Regain Westfield
Council Seat; Area Elections Told

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Tuesday’s election will be
the first time since 1999 that all 80 seats
in the General Assembly will be at the
top of the New Jersey ballot, with sev-
eral local races also being contested.

With no national or statewide offices
on the ballot, turnout is predicted to be
low and no change is expected in re-
gional races for the 21st and 22nd
legislative districts. The 21st district
includes Westfield, Cranford, Moun-
tainside, Garwood and Summit, while
the 22nd encompasses Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Republicans Jon Bramnick and

Nancy Munoz are expected to hold
both seats in the 21st, with Jerry Green
and Jim Kennedy likewise retaining
the spots in the 22nd for the Democrats.

Although the decision by Linda
Stender not to seek re-election in the
22nd district has added some drama to
that race, Democrats are not expected
to be threatened.

Locally, Democrats will try to dent
the all-Republican makeup of the eight-
member town council in Westfield,
contesting three of the four seats up for
election, including the one being va-
cated by three-term Republican James
Foerst in the fourth ward.

Democrat Dan Ortolani is challeng-

ing incumbent Frank Arena in the first
ward; likewise Martin Rothfelder is
looking to unseat Mark LoGrippo in
the third ward; and Republican Doug
Stokes is hoping to hold the fourth
ward for the GOP against Kimberly
Palmieri-Mouded.

Deputy Mayor JoAnn Neylan is run-
ning unopposed in the second ward.

David Haas was the last Democrat to
sit on council, losing his spot in 2013
after eight years of representing the
third ward.

Mr. Ortolani has criticized the in-
cumbents for making council meet-
ings “perfunctory affairs” and wasteful
spending such as on the upgrading the
town’s website.

The Republicans have defended their
fiscal decisions by pointing to the town’s
triple-A bond rating from Standard and
Poor’s.

Cranford and Garwood also have
contested elections, but Republicans
are not challenging the all-Democratic
control in Fanwood and, likewise, the
Democrats are not putting up any can-
didates in the all-Republican strong-
hold of Mountainside.

Scotch Plains has no election this
year except for school board, and only
three candidates are on the ballot for
three seats on the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education.

Incumbents Karen Kulikowski and
Betty Anne Woerner are running unop-
posed for the nine-member board along
with Tonya Y. Williams, who is seeking
the seat being vacated by Norman
“Trip” Whitehouse.

In other school board elections, only
Mountainside has a contested race.
Three seats on the seven-person board
are up between incumbents Katie Motz
and Jeane Parker and newcomers
Mauro M. Wolfe and Jordan Hyman.

The election is of keen interest since
the school district’s contract to send its
students to Governor Livingston High
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Special Election Edition

Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, November 1, 2 a.m.

Photo courtesy of Fernando Corona
PROUD MARINE…Pvt. Kevin Corona stands with his mother and sisters
and their Westfield Leader upon completing his training at Parris Island,
S.C. He awaits his assignment to protect America. Pictured with Pvt.
Corona are:  Dorismar Corona, Allison Berruecos, Jennifer Berruecos and
Astrid Beccera.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SCARECROW STROLL…A stroll through downtown Cranford last Saturday
shows some innovative scarecrow creations that were crafted for the Eighth
Annual Scarecrow Stroll, which runs through November 1.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SUPER FAMILY…This family dressed up as the characters from the Super Mario Brothers games for Westfield’s annual
Halloween Parade, Costume Contest and Trick-or-Treat event downtown on Sunday. The Westfield Halloween Parade
is organized and sponsored by the Optimist Club of Westfield. The Downtown Westfield Corporation sponsors the annual
Trick-or-Treat and Costume Contest.

Publisher’s Note
This special election edition is

mailed to every home in Westfield,
Cranford and Garwood along with
our regular subscribers in Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Mountain-
side plus others within the U.S.
Please vote.

For those of you who are not
subscribers, this is an appeal for
you to do so now. Call (908) 232-
4407 or subscribe online at
www.goleader.com.

Throughout the year, we publish
appreciable content of local gov-
ernment, schools, sports and com-
munity events. We mail to homes
weekly from your Post Office. We
are family owned and are your
neighbors. Please join us.

Horace Corbin, Publisher
The Westfield Leader and The
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Garwood Approves Return Of
Recycling to Waste Management

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil voted Tuesday to award a 14-month
recycling collection contract to Waste
Management, re-signing with the
Houston-based giant seven months
after it abandoned the company amid
a heated debate between council mem-
bers.

With Mike Martin absent, the coun-
cil voted unanimously to award the
$80,850 contract to Waste Manage-
ment over Regional Industries of Eliza-

beth, which bid $84,300. The contract
will begin in November.

Regional had been collecting the
recyclables since July, when Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma con-
ducted an emergency search after the
contracted firm, Equipment Rental of
Staten Island, N.Y., called a day be-
fore its first scheduled pickup to say it
would be unable to meet its commit-
ment.

The issue was a flash point on coun-
cil in the spring, particularly with
Councilman Jim Mathieu, who cast
the lone no vote against Equipment
Rental in March. That is when the
council, eager to synchronize its col-
lection contract on a calendar year,
chose not to renew with Waste Man-
agement and instead picked Equip-
ment Rental, which had a familial
relationship with the borough’s former
recycling collector, Great Northern.

Mr. Mathieu, citing the connection
with Great Northern, made accusa-
tions of possible corruption in the
process, and then when Ms. Ariemma
had to find Regional in July, he added
charges of incompetence. Councilman
Lou Petruzzelli responded by sug-
gesting Waste Management may have
intimidated Equipment Rental into not
fulfilling its obligation.

At $80,850, the new contract with
Waste Management is about 21 per-
cent higher per month than it bid in
March ($28,578) to finish 2015.

“This is the best damage control we
can do, locking in at double the price
for the next 14 months, rather than
risking another service failure, like we
had on July 9,” Mr. Mathieu said after
the meeting Tuesday.

The new contract comes with a slight
change in the pickup schedule. Ms.
Ariemma noted that starting in Janu-
ary, Waste Management will make
collection runs in Garwood every
Wednesday, alternating between each
half of the borough.

It was up to the council to determine
how to divide the municipality, but
Ms. Ariemma suggested between the
north and south sides of the borough,
with South Avenue being the demar-
cation line.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco, whose
streets and roads committee suggested
the 14-month contract, said the panel’s
thoughts were to use the next year to

investigate bringing the recycling col-
lection and disposal in-house.

In other actions, the council adopted
an amendment to the land use ordi-
nance that better defined the responsi-
bilities of the borough engineer and
the planning board engineer.

Council President Bill Nierstedt
explained that under the amendment,
the planning board engineer would be
responsible for any inspection of drain-
age on a construction site while the
borough engineer would be respon-
sible for anything once it enters the
public right of way.

He said the purpose of the change
was to prevent duplication of work
and reduce the cost to the property
owner, who pays for the inspections
out of the project’s escrow account.

The council also finally adopted
unanimously the much-discussed
dumpster ordinance, requiring a 14-
day permit and a $25 fee if the dumpster
is left on the street. The permit can be
renewed three times for a total of 56
days and must be removed in the event
of a “snow emergency.”

Additionally, the council abandoned
its planned sidewalk repair project for
the fall because of cost. Two requests
for bids were issued but resulted in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Mountainside Adjust. Board
Continues Assist. Liv. Appeal

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of
adjustment met on Tuesday night for a
three-and-a-half-hour session that fea-
tured a continuation of the application
hearing to build an assisted living facil-
ity on the busy strip of Springfield
Avenue between Cardinal Drive and
Mill Lane next to the Primrose Day
Care.

Capitol Senior Housing, 1042-1050
Springfield Avenue, the applicant, is
seeking preliminary and final major
site plan development approval to per-
mit a 79-unit assisted living facility, as
well as ancillary site improvements in
the O-B (office building) zone. Vari-
ances sought include a use variance,
height over two stories, where three
stories with a 50-foot maximum is pro-
posed, front yard under 50 feet, foun-
dation area of over 25 percent, where
29 percent is proposed, a lot coverage
of over 65 percent, where 62.1 is pro-
posed, side-yard parking/pavement, un-
derground parking, insufficient park-
ing spaces and signs.

Joseph McElwee, who is in charge

of principal development for Capitol
Senior Housing, described the assisted
living facility and the need for it in the
Mountainside/Westfield area. He cited
a growing older population, including
an increasing number with Alzheimer’s
disease and other ailments requiring
personal attention. Mr. McElwee said
the facility would be managed by the
Arbor Management Company, which
manages similar facilities built by Capi-
tol Senior Housing. Its contract would
run for five years, he added.

Mr. McElwee described the proposed
facility as being first class and high end.
He said the facility would have 92
residents at full capacity. The units
would be studios, one-bedroom- and
two-bedroom units for a couple, he
said. Mr. McElwee also stated that a
small portion of the rental units would
be designated for low-income residents,
which would give Mountainside 10
units of compliance with the New Jer-
sey State Council on Affordable Hous-
ing (COAH).

He said the facility would be built on
a tight footprint and would not have

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Cranford Flood Mitigation
On Riverside Moves Ahead

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The plan to reduce
flooding on Riverside Drive moved
forward Tuesday with the township
committee’s awarding of a $21,700
engineering contract that will tie the
storm drains on the road with a pump
station.

Phase 2B of the Northeast Quadrant
Stormwater Management Project and
Flood Control Program is expected to
go out for construction bids in late
winter or early spring and start con-
struction in the spring or summer.

Hatch Mott MacDonald (HMM)
won the engineering contract that hope-
fully will reduce the frequency of flood-
ing in the area.

It is the penultimate stage in the five-
phase flood control plan the township
has been working toward funding.

The final phase provides for addi-
tional interior drainage improvements
along the west side of the Rahway
River. The upgrades are to include a
storm water pumping station, express
sewer system and collector storm sewer
system, according to the HMM website.

HMM will perform a field survey,
revise and update the plans and speci-
fications and prepare and submit per-
mit environmental permit applications
and certifications as part of its contract
for Phase 2B. Once complete, a request
for construction bids will be issued.

The de-silting project to deepen the
Rahway River could cost more than the
$200,000 allocated in the 2013 capital
budget, township engineer Carl O’Brien
said at workshop after Commissioner
Tom Hannen again asked when it was
going to be scheduled.

Chief Financial Officer Lavona
Patterson said there is an additional
$80,000-$100,000 in the budget for
the project.

During Monday’s workshop session,
the committee voted 4-1, with Mr.
Hannen against, to hire a part-time
health department employee to work in
the municipal building.

Township Administrator Terence
Wall said the department is sometimes
closed during office hours due to staff
being out in the field and “inspections
are shorter than we want.”

Currently, the office has one full-
time and one part-time employee. The
township also contracts with the
Westfield Regional Board of Health for
some services and hires a part-time
registered environmental health spe-
cialist, a position previously paid by
the Westfield board.

The part-time hire will be temporary
until the committee can review the
contract it has with Westfield that ends
in December.

A new sidewalk is to be installed on
Brookside Place across from Brookside
Place School between Brown Terrace
and Spruce Street. It will include a
handicapped ramp after a group of
parents asked for the improvement.
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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social Worker at no charge (908) 448-2230
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CALL ME FIRST.
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Elections
School in neighboring Berkeley
Heights expires in June 2017.

The per-pupil cost of sending a stu-
dent from Mountainside to Governor
Livingston has increased from $12,800
in the 2011-2012 year to an estimated
$15,700 this current school year. Moun-
tainside students have attended Gover-
nor Livingston since 1997.

In other districts, like Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, the ballot has only the num-
ber of candidates for available seats.

Westfield has three people running
for three seats including incumbent
Gretchan Ohlig and newcomers Charles
Ostroff and Robert Garrison. Those not
returning are school board president
Richard Mattessich, who withdrew in
September, and Lucy Biegler

Cranford and Garwood are in simi-
lar situations with not enough declared
candidates for the available seats.

William Hulse and Maria Loikith
are on the ballot for two of the three
open three-year terms in Cranford,
which also has an unexpired one-year
term available with no candidates.

In Garwood, Amanda Langston is
the only declared candidate for three
seats.

The general elections in both towns,
however, are being contested.

Republican Michael Petrucci is look-
ing to oust the lone Democrat on the
five-member Cranford Township Com-
mittee, Tom Hannen.

Mr. Hannen won in 2012 to give the
Democrats control of the council and
was chosen as mayor in his first year.

Additionally, Barbara Bilger is look-
ing to hold the seat for Republicans
vacated in August when Lisa Adubato
resigned to become a Superior Court
judge in Essex County. Ms. Bilger was
appointed to fill the position in the
interim in September. She is being chal-
lenged by Democrat Patrick Gilbin.

Garwood has a similar situation with
the parties reversed.

Council President Bill Nierstedt is
hoping to hold his seat along with
fellow Democrat Carol Kearney, who
was appointed by the Democrat-con-
trolled board when Ann Tarantino re-
signed in September.

Ms. Kearney, who ran unsuccess-
fully twice as a Republican, switched
affiliations last month and she and Mr.
Nierstedt are being challenged by Re-
publicans Joe Sarno and Ileen Cuccaro.

Democrats control the six-member
council 4-2 along with Mayor Charles
Lombardo, who only votes to break
ties.

At the county level, Mohamed Jalloh,
Bruce Bergen and Alexander Mirabella
are expected to continue the Demo-
crats’ uninterrupted run of unanimity
for over a decade and a half on the nine-
member Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Registered Democrats outnumber
Republicans 3-1 in the county, present-
ing a significant hurdle for challengers
Rene Dierkes, Richard Forunato and
Joseph Bonilla.

Likewise, four-term incumbent
Democratic Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi, a former Union County
freeholder and freeholder chairwoman
is a heavy favorite over her Republican
challenger Joseph Aubourg.

In the Assemby races, Mr. Bramnick
and Mrs. Munoz are expected to easily
hold both seats that Republicans have
controlled since 1982 except for one
two-year term in the early 1990s.

Mr. Bramnick, the Assembly minor-
ity leader since 2012, first took the
office in 2003 when Thomas Kean Jr.
moved up to the Senate. Mrs. Munoz
was appointed to her husband’s seat
when he died in 2009 and has held it
since.

Attorney Jill LaZare is making a
second straight attempt at the office for
the Democrats along with Springfield
Mayor David Barnett.

In the 22nd district, Ms. Stender is
stepping down after a 14-year run. She
was first elected to the Assembly in
2001 when the district was reconfigured
into an overwhelmingly Democratic
one.

However, she decided not to seek re-
election earlier this year after it was
learned her husband, Richard, received
help from Habitat for Humanity. The
non-profit groups, which assists low-
income home owners, assisted in de-
molishing Mr. Stender’s shore home in
Manasquan damaged by Superstorm
Sandy. Records show the home was
purchased for nearly a half-million dol-
lars.

Democrats chose Mr. Kennedy, the
former mayor of Rahway, to run in her
place along with Mr. Green, who like
Ms. Stender has held his seat since
2002. Republican challengers Will-
iam “Bo” Vastine and William
Michelson face an uphill challenge.
Registered Democrats outnumber
Republicans 3-1.

 INNOVATIVE...While vacationing in Spain last week, Stan Lipson of Westfield,
pictured left, with his brother-in-law, Todd Tipton, pictured right, made a side
trip to Gibraltar. They keep up with Westfield local news by reading The
Westfield Leader on the Internet using their laptop.

Westfield Board of Edu.
Meeting Set For Nov. 3

WESTFIELD – The next meeting
of the Westfield Board of Education
will be Tuesday, November 3, at 7
p.m.– a half hour earlier than ususal
- in Room 105 at 302 Elm Street.
The public is welcome to attend.
The business agenda will include a
report on statewide assessment re-
sults.  A complete agenda will be
available on the Board Agenda Web
page and in the Board Secretary’s
Office at 302 Elm Street on Friday,
October 30.  All general Board meet-
ings are taped and televised on Blue
Devils TV36 on Tuesdays and Thurs-

days at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Saturdays
at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.; and Sundays
at 10 a.m. Videotaped meetings also
can be viewed on the Board of Edu-
cation page of the district’s web site.

The Board of Education election,
which is uncontested, will be held
on Tuesday, November 3.  The bal-
lot will include incumbent Gretchan
Ohlig and newcomers Charles R.
Ostroff and Robert S. Garrison.  Cur-
rent Board members Richard
Mattessich and Lucy Biegler, whose
terms are expiring, are not seeking
re-election.

only one offer, and that at $92,075.
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello said
the contractors he spoke with were too
busy to do the work and suggested it
be delayed until at least spring.

Bids for sewer work also came in
above estimates, but Mr. Guarriello
suggested that the council appropriate
an additional $8,000 to $10,000, to
approximately $45,000, and go ahead
with that work.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud told
the council that the borough’s afford-
able-housing plan was moving through
New Jersey Superior Court and he
expected it to be approved by year’s
end.

“Everything seems to be going very
well so far,” he said, adding that the
plan, which includes redevelopment
at the Casale/Petro properties on South
Avenue and the Garwood Paperboard
plant on North Avenue, would “satisfy
our affordable-housing component of
our obligation.”

Councilwoman Carol Kearney re-
ported that the police department was
operating with short staff following
on-the-job injuries to Officers Jeff
Kleinsorgen and Dylan Cosgrove. Of-
ficer Kleinsorgen was injured when
he fell pursuing a suspect along the
railroad tracks on August 27, while
Officer Cosgrove broke his hand sub-
duing an individual high on PCP or
“angel dust” at the Crunch fitness gym
on South Avenue last Thursday.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance that, if adopted, would repeal
the alternate side of the street parking
requirement on the 100 block of Third
Avenue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW Council

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SPOOKY...Cranford is getting spooked out for Halloween this Saturday. Diane
Maher's residence at 511 Springfield Avenue has been transformed into the
Sleepy Hollow Dead and Breakfast Inn. Davy Jones and his Flying Dutchman
have sailed onto 37 Herning Avenue to ferry lost souls of Cranford.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MARCHING IN THE SCARY…The W estfield High School Marching Band led
Westfield’s annual Halloween Parade, Costume Contest and Trick-or-Treat
event downtown on Sunday. The Westfield Halloween Parade is organized and
sponsored by the Optimist Club of Westfield.

long hallways, which might be diffi-
cult for some of the residents to navi-
gate. The average market rate of a unit
would be $95 per day, he added. He
said there would be a wellness care
nurse on the premises, L.P.N.s, and a
place for physical therapy.

Lee Titus, a site engineer employed
by Capitol Senior Housing, told the
board that since the last hearing, in
which the board sent the company
back to the drawing board to come up

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Zoning Bd.
with a new plan, he had revised the
project and moved the building up,
closer to Springfield Avenue, thus cre-
ating a longer rear yard and a better
buffer from the single-family homes
behind it.

Mr. Titus said that the parking
would be beneath the building and
the spaces would measure nine by 18
feet. The revision took place because
John Chadwich, an engineer/planner
employed by the borough, recom-
mended that the building be moved
forward 16 feet and the driveway
narrowed at the front of the building.
Mr. Titus presented the revised plan
but noted that the proposed portochere
would have to be eliminated in the
entry area to just an overhang. He
said the front-yard setback with the
portochere would be 76 feet and with
the new overhang it would be 61.7
feet. This portion of the building
would face Springfield Avenue as
shown in the plans.

The meeting also included testi-
mony by two traffic experts, who said
the one driveway, which was closer to
Cardinal Drive, could handle the in-
and-out traffic to the facility. Nathan
Mosley, representing Capitol Senior
Housing, said any signage or turn
options would have to be sanctioned
by the Union County Department of
Transportation, because Springfield
Avenue is a county road.

Daniel King, the project architect,
said the building would feature stone
and cement siding in hues of sage and
beige. Style elements on the outside of
the building would mirror some of the
Victorian houses in the area, he added.
He said that the top of the roof would
be 46 feet high. This did not sit well
with the board.

At 11 p.m., Board Chairman John
Tremain said the board was not ready
to vote on anything until the height of
the building is reduced and a better
buffering plan is submitted. The hear-
ing will be continued at a special meet-
ing which will be announced.

The next regular meeting of the
board will be on Tuesday, November
24, at 7:30 p.m., at the municipal
complex on Route 22 and New Provi-
dence Road.

The hearing on Bob’s Self Storage,
located at 129 Route 22, was post-
poned.

The committee approved the expense
5-to-0 Monday.

The current crosswalk at Brown Ter-
race will be eliminated in favor of a
crosswalk closer to the school at Spruce
Street. There are encroachment con-
cerns on the corner property there, Mr.
O’Brien said.

In other developments, Mr. Hannen
announced Monday that Union County
had awarded Cranford a $55,000
matching grant from Kids Recreational
Trust Grant for improvements to Me-
morial Field and other recreational ar-
eas.

Eastman Plaza is to have six lights
installed “after eight years dark,” Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola said Mon-
day. The pavilion to commemorate Old
Peppy, the 250-year-old Pepperidge
tree in Lincoln Park that was cut down
because of safety concerns in April, is
to be installed in about two weeks, he
said.

An ordinance was passed to amend
the code pertaining to fire department
rules and regulations, updating roles
and responsibilities. It was “a much
needed step”, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said, noting it was last re-
vised in 1976.

The sole bid received for a flood
mitigation and home elevation project
at 2 Venetia Avenue was rejected after
it came in at $293,200. The town had
budgeted $225,000 budget, and it will
be re-bid. A FEMA grant would cover
75 percent of the cost, with the home-
owner responsible for the other 25 per-
cent.

The Thirsty Turtle, a restaurant re-
placing The Office on the southwest
corner of South Avenue East and South
Union Avenue, is planning to open in
January after the township committee
authorized by a 4-1 vote to transfer the
liquor license.

The resolution was on the previous
meeting agenda, but was later removed
from the agenda. Mr. Hannen voted
against the resolution.

Michael Petrucci, a Republican who
is challenging Mr. Hannen for his seat
on the committee in Tuesday’s elec-
tion, asked the committee for clarifica-
tion on the effect the ongoing North
Avenue Pedestrian Plaza Improvement
Project at the train station and the
PSE&G substation upgrade will have
on parking.

There will be a loss of 26 spaces in
the lot adjacent to the Cervantes restau-
rant, Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
responded.

And the substation lot has 38 spots,
but the design is still in the planning
board phase, Mr. D’Ambola said.

In the interim, the committee has
leased parking at the MDTV building
by Marino’s Seafood and earlier this
year converted metered parking to long-
term parking on South Avenue in front
of the strip mall, Commissioners
O’Connor and D’Ambola noted.

“It would net five lost spaces,” Ms.
O’Connor said.

Commissioner Hannen disagreed
with this calculation, and said the town-
ship committee’s MDTV lease agree-
ment is temporary and the committee
needs to meet with a planner and dis-
cuss if it will buy out the parking lot and
if so, what its use would be. He said the
parking spots there are “not guaran-
teed”.

HappyHappyHappyHappyHappy
HalloweenHalloweenHalloweenHalloweenHalloween



Serving the community since 1959

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 56th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 44-2015 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, October 29, 2015

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional..........2, 9-18, 32
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 33
Community ... 6, 30-34
Obituary ........ 30

Education ...... 7
Sports ............ 19-29
Real Estate .... 19-27, 36
Classifieds ..... 33
A&E .............. 35-36

 ©2015 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield-West | 600 North Avenue West, Westfield | 908-233-0065 | www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/westfieldwest

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Whether Your Real Estate Needs are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready to Assist You Every Step of the Way.

BOE Details Expansion Plans
For Evergreen, McGinn Schools

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from the board of education
met with the planning board Monday
evening to review plans to expand
kindergarten classroom capacity at
two elementary schools.

Deborah Saridaki, the school busi-
ness administrator for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
board attorney Casper Boehm and
architect Thomas Potter explained the

plans to add classrooms at Evergreen
and McGinn Schools.

Both projects are expected to start
before the end of December and be
completed in time for the start of the
2016-2017 school year.

Three additional classrooms at
Evergreen will be built onto the right-
front of the existing building extend-
ing toward Evergreen Avenue. Mr.
Potter explained that the one-story
addition will have a brick exterior
and include, besides the classrooms,
a resource room as well as in-room
lavatory for students.

The height of the extension will be
about 19½ feet, with much of that due
to a parapet that will be erected around
the entire perimeter of the roof to
shield new rooftop air-conditioning
units from the view of nearby resi-
dents.

Equipment associated with the con-
struction will not interfere with the
morning drop-off and afternoon pick-
up at the school, Mr. Potter said,
adding that security fencing will be
erected around the construction for
the duration of the project.

At McGinn School, two additional
classrooms and a resource room will

be situated behind the existing kin-
dergarten wing, according to Mr. Pot-
ter.

Like Evergreen, the exterior will
have a brick facade and include new
air-conditioning units on the roof. It
also will have security fencing around
the construction for the duration of
the project.

Mr. Potter explained that due to
poor soil grading along the southern
end of the school property, a struc-
tural slab buttressed by concrete pil-
ings will be built to support the new
addition.

The presentations by the board of
education did not require formal ap-
proval by the planning board but were
merely “courtesy hearings” that are
required by the state department of
education for school construction
projects.

The board’s Monday night meet-
ing was the final one for long-time
board secretary Barbara Horev, who
is retiring this week after more than
20 years.

At Monday’s meeting, long-time
board member Robert LaCosta, who
also has worked with Ms. Horev for
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Assembly Candidates Top Ballot
in NJ For First Time Since 1999

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Tuesday’s election will be
the first time since 1999 that all 80
seats in the General Assembly will be
at the top of the New Jersey ballot,
with several local races also being
contested.

With no national or statewide of-
fices on the ballot, turnout is pre-
dicted to be low and no change is
expected in regional races for the 21st
and 22nd legislative districts. The
21st district includes Westfield,
Cranford, Mountainside, Garwood
and Summit, while the 22nd encom-
passes Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Republicans Jon Bramnick and

Nancy Munoz are expected to hold
both seats in the 21st, with Jerry
Green and Jim Kennedy likewise re-
taining the spots in the 22nd for the
Democrats.

Although the decision by Linda
Stender not to seek re-election in the
22nd district has added some drama
to that race, Democrats are not ex-
pected to be threatened.

Locally, Democrats will try to dent
the all-Republican makeup of the
eight-member town council in
Westfield, contesting three of the four
seats up for election, including the
one being vacated by three-term Re-
publican James Foerst in the fourth
ward.

Democrat Dan Ortolani is chal-
lenging incumbent Frank Arena in
the first ward; likewise Martin
Rothfelder is looking to unseat Mark
LoGrippo in the third ward; and Re-
publican Doug Stokes is hoping to
hold the fourth ward for the GOP
against Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded.

Deputy Mayor JoAnn Neylan is
running unopposed in the second
ward.

David Haas was the last Democrat
to sit on council, losing his spot in
2013 after eight years of representing
the third ward.

Mr. Ortolani has criticized the in-
cumbents for making council meet-
ings “perfunctory affairs” and waste-
ful spending such as on the upgrading
the town’s website.

The Republicans have defended
their fiscal decisions by pointing to
the town’s triple-A bond rating from
Standard and Poor’s.

Cranford and Garwood also have
contested elections, but Republicans
are not challenging the all-Democratic
control in Fanwood and, likewise, the
Democrats are not putting up any
candidates in the all-Republican
stronghold of Mountainside.

Scotch Plains has no election this
year except for school board, and
only three candidates are on the bal-
lot for three seats on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education.

Incumbents Karen Kulikowski and
Betty Anne Woerner are running un-
opposed for the nine-member board
along with Tonya Y. Williams, who is
seeking the seat being vacated by
Norman “Trip” Whitehouse.

In other school board elections,
only Mountainside has a contested
race. Three seats on the seven-person
board are up between incumbents
Katie Motz and Jeane Parker and
newcomers Mauro M. Wolfe and Jor-
dan Hyman.

SP Mayor Vows More Talks
On Community Garden

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Several resi-
dents living on or near Westfield Av-
enue spoke in opposition last week to
a proposal that would place a com-
munity garden on property between
the public works storage yard and
Evergreen Avenue.

A community garden — which is a
single piece of land that is gardened
collectively by residents who main-
tain their own particular plots within
the larger garden — has been dis-
cussed for several years.

Former Mayor Nancy Malool had
broached the idea during her tenure
and had suggested putting the garden
at the former Terry-Lou Zoo prop-
erty. More recently, the concept was
brought up again, with the township-
owned Westfield Avenue property
being the preferred location for the
garden.

At the council’s meeting last week,
several residents said they had re-
ceived notifications from the town-
ship garden club informing them of
the garden and asking their interest in
taking part.

A number of concerns were raised
by neighborhood residents, includ-
ing the potential for an increase in
traffic resulting from gardeners park-
ing near the site and the effect on
pedestrian safety, particularly regard-
ing school-age children walking to
and from Evergreen School and the
high school.

Other concerns included the poten-
tial that more animals like deer and
rats would come into the area to feed
at the garden; how the garden would
be irrigated and the potential effects
on drainage in the neighborhood, and
who would be responsible for main-
taining the overall site.

In 2002, the council rezoned the

Westfield Avenue property as a C-
Conservation Zone, meaning it was
permanently off-limits to develop-
ment of any type, be it residential or
commercial — even to the extent that
it prohibited the installation of park
benches. Several residents last week
questioned whether the council could
put a garden on a property with such
a designation, and some residents said
the garden would be better suited to
the zoo property.

Saying he was “troubled” by the
residents’ comments, Mayor Kevin
Glover said that further discussions
would be held before any final deci-
sion is made on where a garden would
be situated.

In other business at last week’s
meeting, Township Manager Al
Mirabella told the council that the
township’s bond rating had been up-
graded by Moody’s from Aa2 to Aa1,
which is one step below the top rat-
ing.

He called it a “tremendous vote of
confidence in the way the township is
being run.”

Mayor Glover — recalling com-

Special Election Edition

Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, November 1, 2 a.m.

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
MOBBED...Annika Sorenstam, famous female pro golfer, inspires Union Catho-
lic students at Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains two weeks ago. The
ANNIKA Foundation teaches children the importance of living a healthy, active
lifestyle through fitness and nutrition, and offers aspiring junior golfers oppor-
tunities to pursue their dreams.

Brian Horton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUN, FANWOOD, RUN…A pack of runners race up Martine Avenue during Fanwood’s sixth annual 5K and Fun Run
on Sunday. The race winners were Rufino Mendez, at 17:44, and Elizabeth Karnash, 21:50.

Photo courtesy of Ben Corbin
PUMPKIN PATCH…Ben and Lauren Corbin with their daughter Brooke and
son Jake go on a search last weekend for Charlie Brown’s “Great Pumkin”.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A DOWNTOWN TREAT… Kids enjoy Westfield’s annual Halloween Parade,
Costume Contest and Trick-or-Treat event downtown on Sunday. The parade
is organized and sponsored by the Optimist Club of Westfield. Downtown
Westfield Corporation sponsors the annual Trick-or-Treat and Costume Con-
test.

SP-F BOE Hears Architect’s
Report on School Expansions

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A presenta-
tion by Thomas Potter, AIA, of Potter
Architects was given at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting held last Thursday evening.
The report included upgrades and
additions to McGinn and Evergreen
Elementary Schools to bring a full-
day Kindergarten program or other
program classrooms to the district.

According to Mr. Potter, Evergreen
School is slated to expand by four
additional kindergarten rooms, one
expanded kindergarten room and one
resource room each able to hold 25
students. Each new classroom was
reported to have its own toilet, cubby
alcove and storage area and each will
have its own heating and air condi-
tioning unit.

Mr. Potter noted that the outside of
the addition will consist of a brick
veneer. He stated that this material
will match the existing portion of the
building exactly and is very durable.

He said, “it holds up to abuse from
inside and outside of the building.”

For the McGinn building, Mr. Pot-
ter noted that two additional kinder-
garten-eligible classrooms will be
constructed in addition to adding a
resource room. He stated that there
currently are three kindergarten class-
rooms. This area, he added, also will
have a handicapped-accessible lift
from both inside and outside of the
school.

Mr. Potter stated that the McGinn
additions will have brick veneer on
the outside as well.

Mr. Potter concluded by reporting
on some important dates for the
project. They included a planning
board meeting this past Monday; a
Tuesday, November 10 bid opening;
a Monday, November 23 start of con-
struction date and a certificate of oc-
cupancy document for both schools
in September of 2016.

At the end of the presentation, board
member Trip Whitehouse asked if
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Election 2015
The election is of keen interest

since the school district’s contract to
send its students to Governor
Livingston High School in neighbor-
ing Berkeley Heights expires in June
2017.

The per-pupil cost of sending a stu-
dent from Mountainside to Governor
Livingston has increased from $12,800
in the 2011-2012 year to an estimated
$15,700 this current school year.
Mountainside students have attended
Governor Livingston since 1997.

In other districts, like Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, the ballot has only the num-
ber of candidates for available seats.

Westfield has three people running
for three seats including incumbent
Gretchan Ohlig and newcomers
Charles Ostroff and Robert Garrison.
Those not returning are school board
president Richard Mattessich, who
withdrew in September, and Lucy
Biegler

Cranford and Garwood are in simi-
lar situations with not enough declared
candidates for the available seats.

William Hulse and Maria Loikith
are on the ballot for two of the three
open three-year terms in Cranford,
which also has an unexpired one-year
term available with no candidates.

In Garwood, Amanda Langston is
the only declared candidate for three
seats.

The general elections in both towns,
however, are being contested.

Republican Michael Petrucci is
looking to oust the lone Democrat on
the five-member Cranford Township
Committee, Tom Hannen.

Mr. Hannen won in 2012 to give
the Democrats control of the council
and was chosen as mayor in his first
year.

Additionally, Barbara Bilger is
looking to hold the seat for Republi-
cans vacated in August when Lisa
Adubato resigned to become a Supe-
rior Court judge in Essex County. Ms.
Bilger was appointed to fill the posi-
tion in the interim in September. She
is being challenged by Democrat
Patrick Gilbin.

Garwood has a similar situation
with the parties reversed.

Council President Bill Nierstedt is
hoping to hold his seat along with
fellow Democrat Carol Kearney, who
was appointed by the Democrat-con-
trolled board when Ann Tarantino
resigned in September.

Ms. Kearney, who ran unsuccess-
fully twice as a Republican, switched
affiliations last month and she and
Mr. Nierstedt are being challenged
by Republicans Joe Sarno and Ileen
Cuccaro.

Democrats control the six-member
council 4-2 along with Mayor Charles
Lombardo, who only votes to break
ties.

At the county level, Mohamed
Jalloh, Bruce Bergen and Alexander
Mirabella are expected to continue
the Democrats’ uninterrupted run of
unanimity for over a decade and a
half on the nine-member Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Registered Democrats outnumber
Republicans 3-1 in the county, pre-
senting a significant hurdle for chal-
lengers Rene Dierkes, Richard
Forunato and Joseph Bonilla.

Likewise, four-term incumbent
Democratic Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi, a former Union

County freeholder and freeholder
chairwoman is a heavy favorite over
her Republican challenger Joseph
Aubourg.

In the Assemby races, Mr. Bramnick
and Mrs. Munoz are expected to eas-
ily hold both seats that Republicans
have controlled since 1982 except
for one two-year term in the early
1990s.

Mr. Bramnick, the Assembly mi-
nority leader since 2012, first took
the office in 2003 when Thomas Kean
Jr. moved up to the Senate. Mrs.
Munoz was appointed to her
husband’s seat when he died in 2009
and has held it since.

Attorney Jill LaZare is making a
second straight attempt at the office
for the Democrats along with Spring-
field Mayor David Barnett.

In the 22nd district, Ms. Stender is
stepping down after a 14-year run.
She was first elected to the Assembly
in 2001 when the district was
reconfigured into an overwhelmingly
Democratic one.

However, she decided not to seek
re-election earlier this year after it
was learned her husband, Richard,
received help from Habitat for Hu-
manity. The non-profit groups, which
assists low-income home owners, as-
sisted in demolishing Mr. Stender’s
shore home in Manasquan damaged
by Superstorm Sandy. Records show
the home was purchased for nearly a
half-million dollars.

Democrats chose Mr. Kennedy, the
former mayor of Rahway, to run in
her place along with Mr. Green, who
like Ms. Stender has held his seat
since 2002. Republican challengers
William “Bo” Vastine and William
Michelson face an uphill challenge.
Registered Democrats outnumber
Republicans 3-1.

many years in the township’s build-
ing and zoning department, called her
“the consummate professional” and
said it was “going to be a difficult
task filling her shoes and her posi-
tion.”

Other board members echoed those
sentiments, with Mayor Kevin Glover
also calling her “the consummate pro-
fessional” who “cared about the citi-
zens of Scotch Plains.”

Paulette Coronato, another long-
time board member, thanked Ms.
Horev “for the support you gave all
the board members” on matters such
as copies of documents, agenda in-
formation and details on upcoming
hearings.

Joseph Doyle, another veteran
member, told Ms. Horev that “in ev-
ery way, you excel.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.

ments from council Republicans in
recent years that the tax and fiscal
policies favored by council Demo-
crats would lead to bond rating down-
grades — said he felt “vindicated” by
the rating upgrade.

“The gloom-and-doom reports we
heard were not so gloomy,” the mayor
said.

The council also gave approval last
week to a number of equipment pur-
chases, including $37,218 for the fab-
rication of a steel dump-truck body
and the purchase of a snow plow;
$71,909 for the purchase of the cab
and chassis for a single-axle dump
truck; $25,570 for the purchase of an
asphalt hot-patch recycling dump
trailer; $24,990 for the purchase of a
four-wheel-drive vehicle and $9,892
for the rental of a dump truck for the
fall leaf-collection program.

The council additionally gave ap-
proval to the purchase of a senior
citizen mini-bus for an amount not to
exceed $64,750.

The new vehicle will replace one
that was purchased in the early 2000s
and is in disrepair.

Mr. Mirabella said that residents
can get up-to-date information on the
fall leaf pick-up program, which got
underway this week, on the township
website.

It is hoped that three rounds of
pickups throughout the township can
be made before the program ends in
December.

Both the manager and the mayor
praised the service of Barbara Horev,
the secretary to both the planning and
zoning boards in Scotch Plains, who
will retire at the end of this month
after more than 20 years with the
township. The mayor called her an
“outstanding public servant” who will
be “sorely missed.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

Photo courtesy of Fernando Corona
PROUD MARINE…Pvt. Kevin Corona stands with his mother and sisters and
their Westfield Leader upon completing his training at Parris Island, S.C. He
awaits his assignment to protect America. Pictured with Pvt. Corona are:
Dorismar Corona, Allison Berruecos, Jennifer Berruecos and Astrid Beccera.

 INNOVATIVE...While vacationing in Spain last week, Stan Lipson of Westfield,
left, with his  brother-in-law, Todd Tipton, right, made a side trip to Gibraltar.
They keep up with the Westfield local news by reading The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on the Internet using their laptop.

SP-Fanwood BOE
Holds Candidates’ Forum

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two of the
three uncontested candidates shared
their platforms last Wednesday
evening at the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education (BOE)
Candidates’ Forum held at the school
board offices in Scotch Plains. There
are three available seats on the board
for the Tuesday, November 3 elec-
tion.

First-time candidate Tonya Y. Wil-
liams, of Scotch Plains, is a 1987
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School and attended Kean
University. She is a local realtor at
ERA Queen City Realty Agency and
also is a co-founder of Sisters Help-
ing Seniors, a concierge eldercare
company for senior citizens and fami-
lies in the long-term care process.

In her opening statement, Mrs.
Williams spoke of her three chil-
dren, all of whom either have at-
tended or currently are enrolled in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools. Her
oldest, Toni, is a 2013 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School; her middle child, Jayson, is
an eighth grader at Park Middle
School, and her youngest, Aidan, is
in first grade at School One.

She praised the accomplishments

of the school district as a whole and
added that she would like to see more
business collaborations for the dis-
trict.

Mrs. Williams endorsed initiatives
such as the Science 2 Students pro-
gram, where middle-school students
in the district were sent to work with
scientists in East Hanover. She noted
that she was, “in full support of those
types of programs” and also was in
full support of “branching out to new
ones.” She added that she was in
favor as well of an all-day kindergar-
ten program.

She concluded through her written
platform that she felt that the recipe
for success is “parents, students and
teachers becoming more engaged and
investing in setting higher academic
standards through programs focus-
ing on literacy and consistent rigor-
ous assessments and testing our stu-
dents on the fundamentals: math, sci-
ence, reading, history and geogra-
phy.”

Incumbent Dr. Karen Kulikowski,
a dentist who lives and works in
Scotch Plains and has been a member
of the board since 2009, is running
for a third term.

When asked what she thought she
would bring to the board she an-
swered that she would bring her dedi-
cation. She noted that after moving to
Scotch Plains 15 years ago she had
immediately become involved with
the district.

Dr. Kulikowski stated that she was
welcomed by parents of the School
One PTA and immediately became
involved in the school’s Fun Fair. She
then became a co-chair and then a
chairwoman of the event.

She noted that she then became
president of the Park Middle School
PTA for two years before serving as
a PTA Council president and vice-
president.

When her son went to the Voca-
tional-Technical School, which is part
of the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools in Scotch Plains,
Dr. Kulikowski served as a freshman
parent coordinator, a membership
chairwoman and also two years as
the Parent Student Organization presi-
dent.

Dr. Kulikowski said she was proud
of the board’s work during the years
she has served on it and noted many
facility and technology improve-
ments, the institution of virtual field
trips and the implementation of Stra-
tegic Plan goals. She also said she
was excited for the possibility of the
district starting a full-day kindergar-
ten.

The third candidate, incumbent
Betty Anne Woerner, was not in at-
tendance at the forum.

the new rooms were universal to any
and all grade levels, to which Mr.
Potter said “yes.” Mr. Potter added
that with the room size, storage space
and individual toilet, the classroom
was ideal for kindergarten, but could
be used for other grades as well.

In other business, a resolution was
read in honor of the 10 years Warren
McFall served on the board. The reso-
lution thanked Mr. McFall for his in-
tegrity, commitment to fairness and
genuine concern for students in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood communities.
Mr. Whitehouse stated, “I served on
many of the same committees as Mr.
McFall and want to thank him for his
poise and levelheadedness.” Board
President Nancy Bauer thanked Mr.
McFall for, “always being a gentle-
man and for acting on what you be-
lieve.”

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes stated, “I want to thank you
for all your hard work, asking the best
questions for the students and always
remaining rooted in the students.”

Mr. McFall resigned from his posi-
tion on the board of education just last
month.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, No-
vember 12 at 7:30 p.m., in the Admin-
istration Building on Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE

Publisher’s Note
This special election edition is

mailed to every home in Westfield,
Cranford and Garwood along with
our regular subscribers in Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Mountain-
side plus others within the U.S.
Please vote.

For those of you who are not
subscribers, this is an appeal for
you to do so now. Call (908) 232-
4407 or subscribe online at
www.goleader.com.

Throughout the year, we publish
appreciable content of local gov-
ernment, schools, sports and com-
munity events. We mail to homes
weekly from your Post Office. We
are family owned and are your
neighbors. Please join us.

Horace Corbin, Publisher
The Westfield Leader and The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Garwood Returns Recycling
Contract to Waste Management

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough council
voted Tuesday to award a 14-month
recycling collection contract to Waste
Management, re-signing with the Hous-
ton-based giant seven months after it
abandoned the company amid a heated
debate between council members.

With Mike Martin absent, the coun-
cil voted unanimously to award the
$80,850 contract to Waste Manage-
ment over Regional Industries of Eliza-
beth, which bid $84,300. The contract
will begin in November.

Regional had been collecting the
recyclables since July, when Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma con-
ducted an emergency search after the
contracted firm, Equipment Rental of
Staten Island, N.Y., called a day before
its first scheduled pickup to say it would
be unable to meet its commitment.

The issue was a flash point on
council in the spring, particularly with
Councilman Jim Mathieu, who cast
the lone no vote against Equipment
Rental in March. That is when the
council, eager to synchronize its col-
lection contract on a calendar year,
chose not to renew with Waste Man-
agement and instead picked Equip-
ment Rental, which had a familial
relationship with the borough’s
former recycling collector, Great
Northern.

Mr. Mathieu, citing the connection
with Great Northern, made accusa-
tions of possible corruption in the pro-
cess, and then when Ms. Ariemma had
to find Regional in July, he added
charges of incompetence. Councilman
Lou Petruzzelli responded by suggest-
ing Waste Management may have in-
timidated Equipment Rental into not
fulfilling its obligation.

At $80,850, the new contract with
Waste Management is about 21 per-
cent higher per month than it bid in
March ($28,578) to finish 2015.

“This is the best damage control we
can do, locking in at double the price
for the next 14 months, rather than
risking another service failure, like we
had on July 9,” Mr. Mathieu said after
the meeting Tuesday.

The new contract comes with a slight
change in the pickup schedule. Ms.
Ariemma noted that starting in Janu-
ary, Waste Management will make col-
lection runs in Garwood every Wednes-
day, alternating between each half of
the borough.

It was up to the council to determine
how to divide the municipality, but Ms.
Ariemma suggested between the north
and south sides of the borough, with
South Avenue being the demarcation
line.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco, whose
streets and roads committee suggested
the 14-month contract, said the panel’s
thoughts were to use the next year to

investigate bringing the recycling col-
lection and disposal in-house.

In other actions, the council adopted
an amendment to the land use ordi-
nance that better defined the responsi-
bilities of the borough engineer and the
planning board engineer.

Council President Bill Nierstedt ex-
plained that under the amendment, the
planning board engineer would be re-
sponsible for any inspection of drain-
age on a construction site while the
borough engineer would be respon-
sible for anything once it enters the
public right of way.

He said the purpose of the change
was to prevent duplication of work and
reduce the cost to the property owner,
who pays for the inspections out of the
project’s escrow account.

The council also finally adopted
unanimously the much-discussed
dumpster ordinance, requiring a 14-
day permit and a $25 fee if the dumpster
is left on the street. The permit can be
renewed three times for a total of 56
days and must be removed in the event
of a “snow emergency.”

Additionally, the council abandoned
its planned sidewalk repair project for
the fall because of cost. Two requests
for bids were issued but resulted in only
one offer, and that at $92,075. Borough
Engineer Don Guarriello said the con-
tractors he spoke with were too busy to
do the work and suggested it be de-
layed until at least spring.

Bids for sewer work also came in
above estimates, but Mr. Guarriello
suggested that the council appropriate
an additional $8,000 to $10,000, to
approximately $45,000, and go ahead
with that work.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud told
the council that the borough’s afford-
able-housing plan was moving through
New Jersey Superior Court and he ex-
pected it to be approved by year’s end.

“Everything seems to be going very
well so far,” he said, adding that the
plan, which includes redevelopment at
the Casale/Petro properties on South
Avenue and the Garwood Paperboard
plant on North Avenue, would “satisfy
our affordable-housing component of
our obligation.”

Councilwoman Carol Kearney re-
ported that the police department was
operating with short staff following on-
the-job injuries to Officers Jeff
Kleinsorgen and Dylan Cosgrove. Of-
ficer Kleinsorgen was injured when he
fell pursuing a suspect along the rail-
road tracks on August 27, while Officer
Cosgrove broke his hand subduing an
individual high on PCP or “angel dust”
at the Crunch fitness gym on South
Avenue last Thursday.

The council also introduced an ordi-
nance that, if adopted, would repeal the
alternate side of the street parking re-
quirement on the 100 block of Third
Avenue.

HappyHappyHappyHappyHappy
HalloweenHalloweenHalloweenHalloweenHalloween
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Taxes, Spending Sparks
Garwood Candidates Debate

  By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Rancor over the
athletic field complex – nearly one
year after it opened – spilled into the
Garwood borough council candi-
dates debate last Thursday, with
Democrat incumbent Carol Kearney
and Republican challenger Ileen
Cuccaro trading accusations face-
to-face.

In a largely civil exchange before
a standing-room-only crowd at the
fieldhouse of The Pointe condo-
minium complex, the most conten-
tious moment came during a discus-
sion of taxes.

Ms. Cuccaro derided the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Complex in the
southeast corner of town as a “$3
million vanity project,” saying the resi-
dents didn’t want “Giants Stadium in
Garwood.” To rein in taxes, she said,
council had to stop spending.

She then added that the complex
didn’t “belong to Garwood” because
grant money received from Union
County restricted its use.

Despite a format that gave each of
the four candidates two minutes to
answer questions in rotation from
Pointe moderator Bill Connolly, Ms.
Kearney, seated immediately to Ms.
Cuccaro’s left, turned to her oppo-
nent and challenged her assertion that
the town didn’t own the complex.

“May I ask, who owns the com-
plex?” Ms. Kearney said.

“Well, it’s funded by Green Acres,
so do you really think Garwood has
control?” Ms. Cuccaro responded.

“I don’t know what strings are
attached,” Ms. Kearney said.

“Garwood doesn’t own that com-
plex,” Ms. Cuccaro countered.

“We’re not supposed to be going
back and forth,” Ms. Kearney said.

“Then why did you say it to me?”
Ms. Cuccaro shot back to laughter
from the audience.

A second uneasy moment came
during Council President Bill
Nierstedt’s response. The first-term
Democrat said the police department
was the single biggest expense the
borough had, adding “I didn’t know
the Republican Party advocated lay-
ing off the police.”

That prompted several outbursts
from the audience. “That’s not what
she said,” one woman called out
referring to Ms. Cuccaro.

“Don’t be ridiculous, dude,” a man
added. “Stop the nonsense” cried
out another.

Mr. Connolly interceded briefly
before Mr. Nierstedt continued.

“Taxes pay for...services,” Mr.

Nierstedt said. “Anyone who sits up
here and says they’re not going to
raise your taxes, they’re basically ly-
ing to you.”

That drew a response from Repub-
lican challenger Joe Sarno, an Ocean
County native who offered to forego
all but $1 of his compensation for
council if elected.

“When people say taxes won’t go
down, well, my parents are still down
in Lacey Township in Ocean County.
My father’s property taxes went down
10 percent. Don’t tell me it’s impos-
sible,” Mr. Sarno said. “And I know
that’s in Ocean County. I know we’re
in a different world. But please don’t
tell me it’s impossible.”

The debate went off script at one
other point, when Mr. Sarno was tout-
ing his accounting experience, which
he said would be an asset on council.
Ms. Kearney interrupted him to ask if
his experience was in municipal ac-
counting, to which Mr. Sarno re-
sponded no.

“What difference does it make?” a
woman from the audience shouted at
Ms. Kearney, who did not respond.

The candidates also fielded, in turn,
questions about rancor on council,
the usefulness of party labels in local
government, future real estate devel-
opment in the borough, the use of
eminent domain and each candidate’s
first priority on taking office. The
questions were all posed by Mr.
Connolly, who said they were culled
from submissions by residents.

Mr. Nierstedt, without identifying
by name fellow Councilman Jim
Mathieu – who was in attendance,
blamed the rancor squarely on the
Republican, saying there were “five
civil people (on council) and one
antagonist.”

Ms. Cuccaro followed by saying
she wouldn’t single out any indi-
vidual, but instead attributed the dis-
cord to “certain people..not listening
to the residents of Garwood,” she
said.

“So you get the animosity, people’s
dander gets up, people get excited
and they feel like they don’t have any
other recourse.”

The question regarding party la-
bels was largely aimed at Ms.
Kearney, who after two unsuccessful
bids for council as a Republican,
switched her affiliation to Democrat,
replacing Ann Tarantino who resigned
her seat in September on both coun-
cil and on the Tuesday, November 3
ballot.

“I didn’t leave the Republican Party,
the Garwood Republican Party left
me,” she said.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004342

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-29217-14

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: DAVID JOHN BARANOWSKI,

LIONORE BARANOWSKI, HUSBAND AND
WIFE, THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 11/18/2015
Writ of Execution: 07/17/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Seventy-
Nine and 68/100*** $379,979.68.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of CRANFORD, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as; 215 SAILER STREET,
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY 07016.

Tax Lot No. 61 in Block No. 320
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 7942 Square

Feet
Nearest Cross Street: WADE AVENUE
BEGINNING at a point in the Easterly sideline

of Sailer Street distant 510.96 feet Southerly
from the intersection of the said Easterty sideline
of Sailer Street with the Southerly sideline of
Wade Avenue, if both lines were extended to
their point of intersection, and running; thence

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
3RD QTR TAXES OPEN: $2,375.40
SEWER OPEN + PENALTY: $626.08
TOTAL AS OF August 13, 2015: $3,001.48
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Seven

Thousand Four Hundred Seventy-Seven and
65/100*** $397,477.65 together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 10/22, 10/29, 11/05
& 11/12/15 Fee: $183.60

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15004152

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-033060-13

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE FOR STRUCTURED AS-
SET INVESTMENT LOAN TRUST MORTGAGE
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES
2005-7

VS.
Defendant: NELSON MATOS, PNC BANK,

CONSUMER LOAN CENTER COLLATERAL
CONTROL, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, COUNTY
OF PASSAIC AND YESENIA ALBERTO

Sale Date: 11/04/2015
Writ of Execution: 05/15/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Three Thousand One Hundred Three and
51/100*** $383,103.51.

PROBERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Garwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 550
4th Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.

TAX LOT # 2; BLOCK # 101.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 0.017 AC
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Union Avenue
Taxes: Current through 3rd Quarter of 2015*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Four
Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-Three and 11/
100*** $394,883.11 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 10/08, 10/15, 10/22
& 10/29/15 Fee: $177.48

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMILING IN THE END...Garwood council candidates Republicans Joe Sarno
and Ileen Cuccaro, left, pose with Democrats Carol Kearney and Bill Nierstedt,
right, after Thursday’s debate at The Pointe.
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Munoz Stresses School Funding
Change, Taxes, Spending in State

By Megan K. Scott
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - The formula for
funding public schools in New Jersey
has to change, says incumbent As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz, refer-
ring to the remnants of the New Jer-
sey Supreme Court’s Abbott decision
in 1985.

That decision radically altered the
proportion of state funding that went
to poor urban districts and gave scant
resources to wealthier districts, leav-
ing towns such as Westfield and
Cranford with disproportionately
high tax bills.

“I think we need to take a look at
that,” said Ms. Munoz in an interview
with the Westfield Leader. “More
should be given back to every com-
munity.”

Ms. Munoz, who represents the
21st district encompassing Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside, was appointed to the
Assembly upon the death of her hus-
band in 2009. She is running with
Assembly minority leader Jon
Bramnick, who has represented the
district since 2003.

The two are running against Demo-
crats Jill LaZare, an attorney, and
Springfield mayor David Barnett. The
election is Tuesday, November 3.

The Leader has reached out to the
campaigns of Ms. LaZare and Mr.
Barnett.

Ms. Munoz acknowledged that

most of the districts benefitting from
the Abbott decision are Democratic,
which means there is not much of a
push to change the consequences of
the Supreme Court decision. She
points out that the large amounts of
money going to the schools has not
improved the academic performance
of the students.

“On my side of the aisle, we sup-
port the charter schools,” she said.
“Out in our suburban towns these
kids have advantages that other kids
don’t have. So it’s interesting to me
that it’s the Democrats who oppose
the charter schools when it’s actually
the kids in some of those urban areas
that would most benefit from them.”

Ms. Munoz said Union County, in
particular, not only needs to figure
out how to save money but also when
it does returning it back to the tax-
payers.

“We look at how we can give money
back to the taxpayers,” she said, add-
ing that the county needs to consider
consolidating services. “I feel like
the other side of the aisle looks at how
they can spend the money.”

She also advocated for the reduc-
tion or elimination of the inheritance
tax, saying that it is driving wealthy
residents out of the state. She said
even business owners are impacted
by the tax.

“We phase that out. We have people
stay in the state,” she said. “The
Democrats look at it as it would only
benefit the high-end earners. That’s
really not the case. It is really family-
run business owners and farm own-
ers as well.”

Ms. Munoz, a nurse and mother of
five, said her own stalking bill is still
sitting on Gov. Chris Christie’s desk
but she is confident that it is going to
be signed. The bill protects stalking
victims from repeat offenders by au-
thorizing the courts to order elec-
tronic monitoring  of those offend-
ers.

Her resolution to increase public
awareness of ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s
disease, was also recently signed into
law.

A bill she sponsored with Mary Pat
Angelini prohibiting the sale of over-
the-counter medications containing
dextromethorphan to persons under
the age of 18 was also signed into
law.

Dextromethorphan, commonly
known as DXM, is found in more
than 120 cough and combination cold
medicines, including Nyquil,
Robitussin and Theraflu, and Vick’s
Formula 44. It can cause hallucina-
tions, seizures and death when taken
in large quantities.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters to
cover town council,  BOE, and
recreation  commission meetings.
We seek  community-minded, de-
tail-oriented writers with profes-
sional demeanor needed. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know how
to write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second in-
come or just for those who love to
write. E-mail resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Don’t Scorn the Magic of Past
Souls - Happy Halloween

Although not sanctioned by any government cal-
endar, Halloween is a favorite holiday – colorful and
festive. Kids dress up as witches, skeletons and
ghosts, knocking on doors for treats – lest tricks and
haunts follow. It’s a rite of fall, but strange in that all
the fun seems based on the dark side – death, goblins,
haunted houses and horror.

Is it a hedonistic legacy or important sacrament?
Where did we learn to put fire in pumpkins, spread
fake cobwebs to instill fright, decorate halls with
phony human bones, pipe eerie music into our
homes, dress in monstrous costumes and hope to fly
off into the night on broomsticks like evil witches?

It inspires us to party, to mask what we are and to
honor the strange – hoping to win a prize, but based
on what? Maybe it was the Celts, centuries ago, who
created this practice before beliefs existed, as we
now like to think of our sophisticated selves.

Is it because we’re not so sure of our beliefs today,
that we gleefully pay homage to these rites of our
roots? Do we refuse to laugh at the supposed igno-
rance of peoples long ago, those without science, we
say – those mired in fright and superstition and

darkness as night each year extends over day; as
winter winds howl during the fading fall. Are the
sounds they heard, calls from spirits; lonely souls
close at hand only during this time of year?

Things we seldom listen for today – are they still
there? Ancient cultures divided their calendars ac-
cording to the seasons of the year, heavily influenced
by cycles of weather with pastoral markings taken
from the heavens. Astronomy provided the accepted
wisdom of their time.

We may scoff today and challenge these supersti-
tions. But, is it buried in the DNA of our souls? How
can one tell in looking at the moon tonight or
tomorrow night? Was that a bat or witch flickering
by? Is there more to the wind? Does it carry the
moans of our forefathers’ spirits?

For those who mock, we say spend Halloween
night at Gallows Hill Road by Fairview Cemetery,
and your opinions may change. For others, we say,
play it safe; don’t scorn the magic of souls past. Put
on your masks, don costumes, light jack-o’-lanterns
and party.

Happy Halloween!

‘All That Glitters Is Not Gold’
Endeared Mountainside Mayor Bob Viglianti

shared with us his wisdom before his passing a few
years ago. One point he made is that development in
the borough results in a property tax increase to the
residents regardless of the increase in ratables. He
explained that with an increase in ratables - Union
County increases the property tax and the state
reduces school aid and reduces municipal aid - the
overall impact to residents is a 15 percent hole.

Freeholder Angel Estrada expressed it another
way when we spoke in the past about the very high
county taxes on Westfield and Summit. He said,
“Yes, with success comes a price.”

Former Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach wrote
in this paper, imploring surrounding towns to do
more about runoff from developments to minimize

the flooding impact on Cranford. We wonder, is he
asking all to reflect, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”

Westfield is developing North, South and Central
Avenues though Mayor Bob’s 15 percent hole will
probably go unnoticed as it is spread across the
town’s large tax base.

Garwood, on the other hand, faces substantial
challenges with the bankrupt factory properties along
South Avenue. Garwood’s commonplace thinking,
palpably, is to create a major transit village, add
population density and augment ratables. We urge
caution in Garwood against falling into the trap of
PILOT payments (payment in lieu of taxes) when
making deals with developers.

Mayor Bob, if you’re listening, we’ll pass along
your warning.

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

The Leader/Times website provides robust features  to assist you. Do you want to find out if your honor roll has been
published? Do you want to view Recent Home Sales? Do you want to search past editions? Need help?

Pandora’s Box Leaves Hope, Vote
In the General Election Nov. 3

When New Jersey introduced the sales tax many
years ago, the state politicians said the money would
be used to pay school taxes. When New Jersey
introduced gambling in Atlantic City, the state poli-
ticians said the money would be used to pay school
taxes. Neither of these happened. Worse, the state
never paid the teachers’ retirement fund, leaving the
$80-billion hole that exists today.

When New Jersey said school board elections
could be held in November during the General
Election to increase participation, that didn’t work
out either, as there are not enough candidates to fill
the seats, let alone offer the public any choices. The

only thing that did happen is that the public no longer
gets to vote on the school budgets.

When the governor imposed the 2 percent cap on
local spending to control property taxes, that didn’t
happen either, as there are so many loopholes that it
leaks more than a spaghetti strainer — and county
tax seems exempted. Where does the money go?

With the voting districts gerrymandered, all county
and state incumbents get re-elected. So where does
this leave us? What should you do on November 3?

Pandora’s Box had one thing left in it that didn’t
escape when it was opened — Hope. Vote Tuesday,
November 3.

Dem. Freeholders Cost Taxpayers,
Silence Critics Like Renna

Scotch Plains Residents Reject
Garden in Conservation Zone

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders is run by a team that
has demonstrated willingness to abuse
legal process to silence critics. Their
overstep recently cost the taxpayers
$39,945.65 in legal expenses. Re-
place that team with the team of Rene
Dierkes, Richard Fortunato and Jo-
seph Bonilla.

The story begins with Tina Renna,
a frequent critic of the board. Ms.
Renna hosted a public access TV
show that displayed the Union County
seal with a spotlight shining on it.
The seal is a public symbol and can-
not be trademarked.

But, in the words of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court: “[The]
County…sent…cease and desist let-
ters with respect to Renna’s use of the
seal. Renna’s counsel replied,
stating…that the seal was not regis-
trable… Counsel for the county re-

plied with a second letter that very
misleadingly implied that the trade-
mark was now registered (in fact it
had been rejected). That letter also
falsely implied that Renna might face
criminal prosecution…. The county’s
threats seemingly intimidated the tele-
vision station, which demanded an
agreement of indemnity as a condi-
tion to continuing Renna’s program.”

Whether one likes Renna is not
relevant. Litigation is excepted from
the Sunshine Law. Behind closed
doors there needed to be a watchdog
among the freeholders to stop this
overreach—and there wasn’t. The
current Democrat freeholder candi-
dates belong to the all-Democrat team
that allowed the threats. The voters of
Union County can replace three of
them on November 3.

Jim Bennett
Summit

During the regular meeting of the
Scotch Plains Township Council on
Tuesday, October 20, a group of con-
cerned citizens approached the coun-
cil regarding a three-acre parcel of
land on Westfield Avenue designated
as a conservation zone.

The township-owned property is
located next to the public works stor-
age yard and diagonally across the
street from the park and ball field
complex. Property designated as a
conservation zone means it is off
limits to development of any kind, be
it residential or commercial or even
the development of a new park.

The land is partially wooded and
has a large lawn area that is used by
the local children and residents to
walk across going to and from Ever-
green Elementary School and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
The lawn is well maintained by Scotch
Plains township and deer and other
wildlife graze there regularly.

Recently, a project for the con-
struction of a community garden at
the site was proposed.

 The garden would take up roughly
half an acre of the lawn and would be
comprised of multiple (30-50) raised
wooden beds that would also require
fencing.

A number of residents attended the
meeting on Tuesday and publicly
commented that they are opposed to
placing a garden at the location and
would like to see the land maintained
as an entirely undeveloped conserva-
tion zone.

They presented the council with a
signed petition explaining their con-
cerns and clarifying their opposition.
One hundred residents, all opposed
to placing a community garden at the
location, signed the petition.

Some of the concerns include lack

of sufficient parking, increased traf-
fic, development of electrical, water
and drainage facilities, fencing, im-
pact on wildlife, aesthetics, potential
dangers to the children who traverse
the lawn on a regular basis and the lack
of communication and transparency
involved in the decision.

The issue was brought to light
because a number of the house-
holds adjacent to the conservation
zone had recently received a letter
from the community garden com-
mittee stating that the town has
given them permission to move
ahead with the project and asking
them to join.

The fact that town management
did not directly notify and discuss
with the local community the plan to
move forward with the garden at that
location was very unfortunate and
prompted the gathering of signatures
and attendance at the meeting.

By allowing the construction of a
community garden on land zoned for
conservation only, town management
would go against all precedence set by
prior SP Township Councils regard-
ing the use of that conservation parcel.

See the The Times of Scotch Plains
– Fanwood, Issue No. 41-44, front
page, “SP Council Debates Ordinance
To Create Conservation Zone” dated
October 10, 2002, as an example.

The Council listened to all of the
comments and Mayor Kevin Glover
assured the concerned residents that
“this is not a done deal” and that the
council will review the situation and
take all comments and concerns into
consideration before moving forward
with any plans to allow the Commu-
nity Garden committee use of the con-
servation zone parcel.

Bob Fusco
Scotch Plains

In Defense of Scotch Plains Garden
And Comment About Petitions

Vibrant communities are made up of
good people actively participating in
government, recreation and cultural pro-
grams, education and other life enhanc-
ing activities. Communities are a sum of
all its parts - often greater than what we
as individuals or families could accom-
plish on our own. Pooling resources and
sharing knowledge for the greater good
is precisely what drove our ancestors to
seek shelter in the same cave, invent
common language and move to the sub-
urbs!

Sometimes good people have differ-
ent views on how to keep their commu-
nity great or make it even better. When
something good happens most people
accept it without much action. A few
may write an email, post something on
Facebook or write a letter. However,
there seems to be a trend when a change
is to occur our first reaction is to grab the
torch and pitchforks - which in modern
times can mean drafting a petition.

The recent submission of a petition to
the Scotch Plains mayor and council
against a community garden on Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains is just such an
action. This is a project I’ve been work-
ing on for the past seven months and
never in my wildest dreams did I think
100 people would sign a petition, filled
with what at best is misinformation,
against a community garden.

Community organizing actions, like
authoring and submitting petitions, make
for healthy communities. It is our right
to have our voice heard at meetings,
through due process and in the voting
booth. As citizens of the United States
we have more sway over what happens
to us than many others. But as Stan Lee
wrote, “With great power there must
also come — great responsibility!”

So before you author another petition
(or author your first) consider:

- Knowing and presenting honest in-
formation about your subject. It’s very
easy to polarize people with limited,

negative information. Most things in life
are not black and white – and if a change
is being considered in your neighbor-
hood by fellow community members or
the government, chances are there is
some good that would come of it. Try
and stick to the facts.

- Ensuring anyone you approach feels
comfortable agreeing or disagreeing with
your interpretation of the information
and making a choice to sign or not
regardless of their position. Most people
won’t come out to sign a petition. But if
you are going to walk door to door in
your neighborhood with fears of rats
and school children being rundown by
excessive traffic, some people may sign
because they feel like it is easier to sign
than to say no.

- Having someone who knows how to
write proper English is included in the
drafting of the petition. Petitions are
public documents, anyone can get cop-
ies. It’s always best to create documents
that are easy to read and understand.

- Avoiding the “us vs. them” mental-
ity. We are all part of this community
and change will impact some more than
others. It’s very easy to shame and blame
elected officials – remember they are
community members too, doing a job,
which for the most part, involves sacri-
fice on their part. Most situations have
reasonable, high-benefit, low impact so-
lutions if you are willing to start from a
place of cooperation rather than dig into
a position of combat from the get-go.

Actively engage in your community –
read newspapers and news websites,
attend or watch meetings on television,
check out websites and Facebook groups
and pages about your community, and
find constructive ways to make your
voice heard. This community has so
much going for it and there is more good
to come if we all work for the common
good.

Maggie Savoca
Fanwood

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cumshaw – A tip or gratuity
2. Sarcoid – Like or consisting of flesh
3. Philter – A love potion
4. Picaroon – A rogue, pirate, or thief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCHEELITE
1. A catfish native to the River Nile
2. A diagrammatic representation of

something; a summary; a scheme; an
outline

3. A radical sect of Moslem
4. Calcium tungstate

INQUINATION
1. Of an alien or foreign nature
2. Bizarre; strange behavior
3. The act of defiling; corruption
4. A tendancy or leaning

YAULD
1. To pull back or retreat suddenly
2. Active, vigorous
3. Elderly, worn out
4. Breaking out in blisters

TOVARISCH
1. Unspoken; unthinkable
2. Comrade in the Soviet Union
3. A large cape, or short, full cloak

worn in the first half of the nineteenth
century

4. A disorderly, unkempt, rough per-
son

Thank You Candidates;
Best of Luck

On Tuesday, November 3, voters will
head to the polls to elect candidates to
office at several levels of government,
including municipal, county and state, as
well as to local school boards.

On the local level, there are contested
races this year for seats on the governing
bodies of Westfield, Cranford, Garwood
and Summit, plus a Summit mayoral
race. Seats also are up for grabs on the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, as well as in the state Assembly
to represent Legislative Districts 20, 21
and 22. Additionally, there is a race for
Union County clerk. Elsewhere,
Fanwood’s Democratic mayor and coun-
cil candidates face no Republican oppo-
sition; likewise, Mountainside’s Repub-
lican mayor and council nominees face
no Democratic challengers. There are no
municipal elections in Scotch Plains.

The General Election next week will
mark the culmination of yet another
campaign season in our communities.
Candidates for elected office have again
gone door-to-door, outlining their posi-
tions and seeking feedback from con-
stituents or those they hope to represent.
They also have stated their platforms in
letters to the editor, in debate forums
and in interviews.

We wish all the candidates well in
their election bids, and thank all of
them — incumbents and newcomers
alike — for their time, their input and
their commitment. It is not an easy job,
even on the local level. Those holding
elected office can soon find themselves
juggling work, family and government/
school board responsibilities, includ-
ing service on committees, budget de-
velopment sessions and contract nego-
tiations. Navigating the political wa-
ters is not easy, either, as discussions
can sometimes assume a rancorous or
personal tone. Partisan politics unfor-
tunately can overshadow constructive
dialogue and teamwork in addressing
issues that impact the public good.

We encourage all those who are victo-
rious next Tuesday to make their best
effort to work together, regardless of
political affiliation, for the benefit of
their constituents and the communities
they are entrusted to serve. Finally, we
urge all registered voters to exercise this
privilege at the polls. You do have the
final say, after all, in choosing who will
speak for you.

Commentary

Vote Tuesday
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Shop all day Thursday, October 29, from 9am to 11pm at Lord & Taylor at Westfield, 609 North Avenue
All events subject to change or cancellation. *Some exclusions apply. See ticket for details. Subject to credit approval. 

DO
SMART
SHOP

GOOD
TODAY, OCTOBER 29 
LORD & TAYLOR WESTFIELD

SHOP  SMART 

With your $5 ticket you’ll get 15% off , even on cosmetics. 

Plus, two 25% off  storewide coupons. And you’ll get 10% off  when you 

use your Lord & Taylor card*. Buy your ticket in store starting today.

DO GOOD 

You’ll help local non-profi t groups as you save. Last year, ticket 

proceeds exceeded a combined total of $600,000.

SHOP EARLY 

Reserve any items you want to purchase from now 

until the day of the event.

Visit lordandtaylor.com/dogood for more details.

A FUNDRAISING SHOPPING EVENT

 L O R D A N D T A Y L O R . C O M

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

  

Is Happy To Announce 
William Bell, PT 

From 
 Bell Rehabilita�on & Sports Medicine 

Has Joined The IvyRehab Network. 
His New Loca�on Will Be: 

 
525 Central Ave. 

Wes�ield, NJ 07090 
(908)654-4252 

www.ivyrehab.com 

Westfield Democratic Candidates
Propose Technology Initiatives

Innovations in technology have been
game-changing for so many of us who
now download The Westfield Leader and
read it on our tablets, scroll through late-
breaking news on our smart phones via
web-based media outlets, collaborate
with friends and business via social me-
dia and shop late at night from our
laptops at home.

First ward town council candidate Dan
Ortolani, a senior executive at New
York’s largest independent software
company, Information Builders, com-
mented on these trends. In the corporate
world, companies who have recognized
these trends have adapted and are thriv-
ing. Those that are slow to respond are
punished by the Darwinian forces of the
market and become marginalized or
worse. When municipalities fall behind,
the results are more subtle but over time,
can have a significant impact on how
that municipality is perceived by busi-
nesses and prospective residents who
are considering locating there. We need
our town to leverage 21st century tech-
nology to promote our town, facilitate
stronger communications between town
officials and citizens and improve town
services.

Westfield has indeed fallen behind in
this area and there are some recent ex-
amples of the impact.

When New Jersey Monthly magazine
launched its Downtown Showdown on
its Facebook site, town leaders in towns
such as Princeton, Montclair and
Maplewood mobilized its citizens via
viral campaigns to logon and vote for
their towns. These campaigns created
amazing buzz in these communities and
they made it into the top tier ratings.
There was no such effort on Westfield’s
Facebook page. Our mayor jokingly re-
quested a recount. However, the number
of empty storefronts on East Broad and
the pop-up Halloween store on Elm are
no joke.

Another recent and higher impact mis-
fire occurred when Westfield schools
were no-shows on Newsweek’s annual
rating of the nation’s top schools. School
administrators didn’t check their emails,
forgot that submission deadlines were
approaching, or maybe both. We’re fairly
certain that no one was monitoring
Newsweek’s social media outlets where
the postings on this project were so
active.

Fourth ward town council candidate
Kim Palmieri-Mouded, is well aware of
the positive and negative effects that
social media can have on the reputation
of a town. My generation, in particular,
spends a great deal of time on various
social media sites. We form opinions

and often base decisions on the results
of polls, surveys and Facebook postings.
Recently, I have found a great deal of
negative banter on Westfield’s Facebook
page from current residents upset with
the state of the downtown. I have also
spoken to others about their disappoint-
ment in our lack of concern regarding
the NJ Monthly contest and the
Newsweek poll. If there is an official
Westfield, NJ, Facebook page, someone
in an official role needs to monitor it so
as not to allow negative comments to go
unnoticed or unanswered. The polls and
contests that get brushed aside are great
examples of missed opportunities for
positive, exciting and noteworthy inter-
actions between town officials and resi-
dents.

Third ward town council candidate
Marty Rothfelder comments on how sur-
rounding towns have already gotten the
message. The City of Summit uses its
website to post for the public all pending
and adopted measures. It also posts in-
formation prepared for city council mem-
bers for their meetings. Warren
Township’s utility committee used a
smart phone app to document and pro-
vide its electric utilities with pictures
and information on over 300 potential
hazards that might threaten electric ser-
vice.

Our proposal to transform Westfield’s
use of technology is the following:

_ Create a technology committee to
initiate, execute, and monitor technol-
ogy initiatives. First ward candidate Dan
Ortolani has volunteered to form and
lead this committee.

- Create a team, staffed with paid
college interns from Westfield families,
to enhance our web site and social me-
dia presence,

- Formally assign an existing town
employee with the responsibility to
monitor important town ratings compe-
titions and ensure that appropriate town
and school officials are informed sub-
mission criteria and deadlines. The po-
sition can be part of the new technology
committee but this is not a requirement.

We believe this proposal can be ex-
ecuted for a fraction of the funds allo-
cated for the web site upgrade and would
create opportunity for Westfield’s youth
and infuse tech-savvy energy into our
online presence.

We ask for your vote on November 3
to implement these ideas.

Dan Ortolani, Ward 1
Marty Rothfelder, Ward 3

Kim Palmieri-Mouded, Ward 4
Candidates for Westfield Council

Editor’s note: This letter was mis-
placed last week

Happy Halloween Safety Tips From
Westfield Police and Fire Chiefs

Letters to the Editor

Halloween is one of the most an-
ticipated and exciting holidays for
children of all ages. Let’s be sure to
make it as safe as it is fun. With
Halloween falling on a Saturday this
year, it is anticipated that Halloween-
related activities will be taking place
for longer hours than when the holi-
day falls on a weekday. Everyone,
then, should exercise caution and
common sense all day and night,
whether participating in “Trick or
Treat” activities or not. Following
these Halloween safety tips will go a
long way in keeping Halloween fun
and safe for everyone.

For trick or treaters:
The National Safety Council rec-

ommends that all children under the
age of 12 be accompanied by a parent
or responsible adult.

Adults and children alike must ex-
ercise extreme caution when cross-
ing streets. Children’s excitement
coupled with dark costumes and/or
masks that limit vision are a danger-
ous combination. Look left-right-left
before crossing any street. Walk, don’t
run. Cross at marked crosswalks or
intersections.

Though trick or treating after dark
is not recommended, if out past sun-
set, have reflective tape on costumes
and bags and carry flashlights. Make
sure children can be seen.

Trick or treat in familiar neighbor-
hoods and only in groups. Make sure
children know to never enter a
stranger’s home or any home that
their parent did not give specific per-

mission to enter.
Walk on sidewalks. If no sidewalk,

walk as close to the edge of the road
in single file facing traffic. Stay alert
for cars entering and exiting drive-
ways.

Children should not eat anything
that has not been inspected first by a
parent or responsible adult.

Costumes should always be flame
retardant. Avoid walking nearing lit
candles or luminaries.

Jack o’lanterns and luminaries lit
by candles should be placed on a
sturdy base out of the reach of chil-
dren and pets. Candles and candle-lit
decorations should never be left un-
attended and should be placed away
from doorsteps, walkways, landings,
and any flammable objects and mate-
rials including window curtains.

For drivers:
Drivers should always be alert and

obey the rules of the road, especially
with regard to speed and prohibited
distractions such as cell phone use.

Be on the lookout for trick or treat-
ers walking in the street and crossing
streets. Watch for overly excited chil-
dren who may run out between cars.
Be prepared to stop on a dime.

Enter and exit driveways very care-
fully.

Please take every opportunity to
practice common sense precautions
in accordance with the conditions
at hand as no list can encompass all
possible scenarios. Thank you in
advance for your commitment to
safety.

Moody’s Upgrades Scotch Plains to Aa1
Moody’s Investors Service has up-

graded the Township of Scotch Plains
GO rating to Aa1 from Aa2. The upgrade
affects approximately $3.4 million of out-
standing rated debt.

The upgrade to Aa1 rating reflects the
township’s large tax base, above-average
wealth indicators, and strong financial
position.

Strengths – Above-average socioeco-
nomic profile – Strong reserve position.
Challenges – Limited room for new de-
velopment.

 The township’s tax base will remain
strong given its access to employment
opportunities in the New York City (Aa2
stable) area and strong wealth levels.
Scotch Plains, located 11 miles west of
Staten Island, is a primarily residential
community with a small commercial base.
Socioeconomic indicators in the $3.96
billion tax base are well above-average,
with median family income at 200 per-
cent of the national median. The five-
year compound annual decrease for the
township’s equalized value is 0.5 per-
cent. Scotch Plains is largely built out
which limits the opportunities for new
development, however, management re-
ports extensive ongoing redevelopment
which is expected to have a positive im-
pact on the assessed value.

The township’s financial position will
remain strong in the medium term as
management continues to budget conser-
vatively. Current fund balance increased
modestly in 2014 to $3.6 million, or 16
percent of current fund revenues, from
$3.4 million, or 14.6 percent of revenues
in 2013. Moody’s makes certain adjust-
ments to New Jersey local governments’
fund balances to include receivables and
reserves that would be eligible to be in-
cluded in fund balance under GAAP ac-
counting but are excluded as a result of
state statutory accounting regulations. The
township’s adjusted current fund balance
increased to $6.8 million or a strong 29.7
percent in 2014 from $5.9 million or 24.9
percent. The balance sheet gains were
caused primarily by conservative bud-

geting. The adjusted fund balance has
increased in three consecutive years. Year-
to-date, the township is performing ac-
cording to budget and management
projects that 2015 will be largely flat.

While the finances are strong, rev-
enue-raising flexibility is somewhat re-
strained by the 2 percent statutory tax
levy cap. On the expenditure side, flex-
ibility is also limited by above-average
fixed costs. Fixed costs for debt service,
required pension contributions, and other
post-employment benefit payments come
to $4 million, or an above average 17.5
percent of expenditures.

Liquidity is likely to remain strong in
the medium term. Cash increased to
$11.3 million, or 49.7 percent of rev-
enues, in 2014. Net of taxes collected on
behalf of the regional school district,
cash remains high at $7.7 million, or
33.6 percent.

Debt and pensions: The debt burden
will remain low for the medium term
given limited future borrowing plans and
an above-average principal repayment of
100 percent in 10 years. The net direct
debt burden is a low 0.4 percent of equal-
ized value.

Debt Structure: All of Scotch Plains’
debt is fixed.

Debt-Related Derivatives:The town-
ship is not party to any interest rate swaps
or other derivatives.

Pensions and OPEB: Scotch Plains
has an above-average defined-benefit pen-
sion burden, based on Moody’s-estimated
share of a cost-sharing plans adminis-
tered by the state. Moody’s 2014 ad-
justed net pension liability (ANPL) for
the township, under our methodology for
adjusting reported pension data, is $41.8
million, or a below-average 1.83 times
current fund revenues. Moody’s ANPL
reflects certain adjustments we make to
improve comparability of reported pen-
sion liabilities.

Management and governance: The
township’s management is strong, as evi-
denced by solid reserve levels and a his-
tory of conservative budgeting.
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Rotary ‘Small Plates’ Event
To Aid Community Causes

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Rotary Club Foundation and Lord
& Taylor of Westfield will team up
Thursday, November 12, for an
event to be held in the store to
benefit two of Rotary’s commu-
nity-based causes. Dubbed “Small
Plates for a Great Cause,” it will run
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. The store is
located at 609 North Avenue West.

The evening will include appetiz-
ers, wine tasting, live music and a
fashion show featuring local “celeb-
rities.” According to Lord & Taylor
Manager Michelle Cousoulis, the
store will donate 5 percent of pur-
chases made by attendees that
evening to the foundation.

Rotarian Jayson Astel, chairman
of the Rotary Club Foundation Board,
explained some specific Rotary pro-
grams to benefit from proceeds of
this event. “Our Rotary club has a
long-standing tradition of awarding
college scholarships to qualified lo-
cal students. Ours is the largest schol-
arship program in the town, having
awarded $3 million since 1923. It is
financed through members’ annual
fund-raising activities and the dona-
tions and bequests of citizens invested
in a fund managed by the Westfield
Foundation.

“Among the club’s new concerns
is childhood hunger. In our beauti-
ful town, frequently referred to as
affluent, teachers have identified
children who have concentration
issues in class due to hunger,” he
continued. “While the kids are re-
cipients of lunches under a govern-
ment program, they may go hungry
on weekends. We participate in an
initiative known as the ‘Backpack
Program’ in which a committee fills
backpacks with easy-to-prepare,
nutritional food that teachers con-
fidentially distribute to the children
on Fridays.

“A third cause is Rotary’s fund-
ing outreach to other community
clubs, agencies and organizations
which add to the quality commu-
nity life thanks to their missions

and the work of their staffs and
volunteers,” Mr. Astel concluded.

Former Foundation chairman
Michael Miller, who with Ms.
Cousoulis arranged the partnership
with Lord & Taylor, said, “The foun-
dation was planning such a recep-
tion. When I mentioned it to
Michelle, she suggested the col-
laboration which shortly became a
done-deal.”

Tickets for “Small Plates for a
Great Cause” are $35 per person
and may be purchased from Rotary
Club members or online at
westfieldrotary.brownpapertickets.com.
Questions may be directed to Mr.
Astel at (908) 233-4171. Further
information also is available at
westfieldrotary.com.

CHARITABLE ENDEAVOR...Rotarians Michael Miller, left, Jayson Astel and
Lord & Taylor Westfield’s Store Manager, Michelle Cousoulis, display a new
poster promoting a reception on Thursday, November 12, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.,
at the store. Entitled “Small Plates for a Great Cause,” and hosted by the
Westfield Rotary Club Foundation and Lord & Taylor, it will benefit Rotary’s
community causes, scholarships and childhood hunger.

Ms. Cronin to Speak, Hales
To Be Honored November 4

WESTFIELD — The executive
director of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) will discuss the
history of the town at the next Anne
and Lee Hale Speaker
Series event on Wednes-
day, November 4, that
also will feature the pre-
sentation of a special
award posthumously to
the Hales.

Sherry Cronin, who
assumed her post in 2001,
will speak on “Down-
town Westfield — Past,
Present, and Future.” Her
talk is scheduled for 7
p.m. at the Westfield Me-
morial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street. She will focus on the
development and future of the town
as well as its uniqueness.

The DWC, initiated as Main Street
Westfield in the early 1990s, is de-
signed to strengthen the town’s Spe-
cial Improvement District by sup-
porting businesses and associated
cultural activities. In addition to its
staff, the DWC is operated by a vol-
unteer board of directors.

Lee Hale, who founded the Speaker
Series in 2008 in memory of his wife,
who had died the previous year, was
a board member and treasurer of the
DWC when he died unexpectedly in
2013. At the time of his passing, the
DWC noted on its website that “he
was responsible for Westfield receiv-
ing the Great American Main Street

Award and also received the Main
Street Hero Award for Main Street
New Jersey.”

In addition to hosting Ms. Cronin’s
speech, the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Li-
brary will present the Ken-
neth S. Gaston Award post-
humously to Lee and Anne
Hale. The Gaston Award is
presented to a person or
persons who have demon-
strated a sincere interest in
the library and helped sup-
port and further its activi-
ties. The Hales will be hon-
ored for inspiring, devel-
oping and funding the

Anne and Lee Hale Speaker Series.
Barbara Hale, a member of the board
of the Speaker Series, will accept the
award in honor of her late parents.
Linda Kolterjahn is chairwoman of
the Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library committee that selects the
Gaston Award winners.

Ms. Cronin’s talk is the last in the
2015 Hale Speaker Series hosted by
the Friends of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library with grants from the Tho-
mas Glasser Foundation and the Anne
and Lee Hale Fund. David
Machlowitz and Pat Bonardi are the
current co-presidents of the Friends.

The November 4 event is open to
the public but registration is required
by calling the library at (908) 789-
4090, extension 0, or by signing up
online at wmlnj.org.

Sherry CroninCWC KICK-OFF...The College Woman’s Club (CWC) of Westfield recently
welcomed new and longer-term members to its annual fall kick-off meeting at the
home of President Lynn Adams. Each spring, CWC awards more than $40,000
in scholarships to young women from Westfield. The club’s intergenerational
membership meets throughout the year for social and fund-raising purposes,
including book clubs, current events discussion groups, and museum visits. For
more information and a membership application, visit cwclubwestfield.com.
Pictured are: CWC officers Judy Brucia, left, and Lynn Adams, center, with new
members Amy Kaufman, second from left, Erica Swanson, second from right,
and Kate Rogers, right.

Dreyfus Case to Be Topic Of
Westfield Hist. Soc. Lunch

WESTFIELD — Abbott Gorin will
discuss the conviction and eventual
exoneration of Alfred Dreyfus dur-
ing the First Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical Society on
November 4. The luncheon will be-
gin at noon at the Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515 Springfield Av-
enue, Westfield.

In 1894, in a case that divided
France, the French military convicted
Dreyfus, a Jewish captain, in a court
martial on charges of treason for al-
legedly communicating French mili-
tary secrets to the German Embassy
in Paris. Dreyfus was imprisoned for
five years on Devil’s Island in French
Guiana based on falsified documents.
Word of the military court framing of
Dreyfus and of an attempted coverup
began to spread, chiefly owing to
J’accuse, a vehement open letter pub-
lished in a Paris newspaper in 1898
by the famed writer Emile Zola.

Also among those who supported
Dreyfus was George Clemenceau, the
future prime minister of France, and
the notable French poet Anatole
France. Eventually all the accusa-
tions against Dreyfus were demon-

strated to be baseless. In 1906 Dreyfus
was exonerated and reinstated as a
major in the French army. He served
during the whole span of World War
I, ending his service with the rank of
lieutenant-colonel. He died in 1935.

Mr. Gorin is a lecturer who serves
as a staff attorney with Essex Newark
Legal Services, representing indigent
clients in protecting their housing
rights. Prior to this he served for
almost 30 years as an attorney with
the Department of Housing Preser-
vation and Development of the City
of New York, enforcing the city’s
Housing Maintenance Code. He also
has taught on subjects of Jewish in-
terest at the Jewish Secular School
and Society in West Orange.

All those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon are asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon on
Monday, November 2. The cost of the
luncheon is $30 for Westfield Histori-
cal Society members and $35 for non-
members. It includes a three-course
meal, coffee/tea and gratuity. For more
information on Westfield Historical
Society events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/.

Do People Change?

Peter M. Kalellis

Basically people do not change.
The hope is that they will mature and
behave humanly. True love and pa-
tience is what holds hearts together
when minds disagree. Turning a toxic
relationship into a healthy one re-
quires patience, flexibility and a new
vision. When facing conflicts in your
relationship, an experienced thera-
pist might be of significant help.

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis, a licensed thera-
pist and author of ten self-help books
and two novels, offers Individual, Mar-
riage and Family Therapy at his office,
232 St. Paul Street in Westfield, N.J.:
(908) 232-6118. In his office Dr. Kalellis
provides VIP service.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 33rd Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

Oil To Gas Conversions
Steam and Hot Water Boilers

Fanwood and Scotch Plains
Plan Halloween Festivities

FANWOOD — The annual
Fanwood and Scotch Plains Hal-
loween Parade and Costume Con-
test is scheduled for this Saturday,
October 31.

Kicking off the festivities will be a
5 p.m. performance of The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow outside the Fanwood

Memorial Library, located at 5 Forest
Road. The Halloween Parade will start
immediately afterward. Children and
adults looking to participate are asked
to assemble in front of the library by 6
p.m. The parade will depart at 6:15
p.m. for La Grande Park in Fanwood.

Once the parade arrives at La
Grande Park, at approximately 6:30
p.m., the Costume Contest will begin
for children of all ages. Anyone who
wants to enter a pumpkin in the Jack-
o’-Lantern Contest should bring his
or her carved creation to the park and
fill out an entry form by 6:30 p.m.

Prizes will be awarded for the best
costumes and the best jack-o’-lan-
terns. Free cider, doughnuts and cof-
fee will be available.

The recreation commissions of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains will
present this evening of fun and fes-
tivities.

Scotch Plains to Hold
Halloween Celebration

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Cultural
Arts and Community Events Com-
mittee of Scotch Plains will present
the first annual Scotch Plains Hallow-
een Celebration this Saturday, Octo-
ber 31. It will take place between 3 and
6 p.m. at the Alan Augustine Village
Green and the municipal lot adjacent
to the municipal building on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Attendees
are encouraged to wear their costumes.

The festivities will include trunk-
or-treating, hayrides, pumpkin deco-
rating, spooky stories, a scarecrow-
decorating contest, costume contest
and other activities.

Community members and organi-
zations who wish to participate by
providing a decorated vehicle and
distributing candy to trunk-or-treat-
ers, or organizations wishing to par-
ticipate in the scarecrow-decorating
contest, are asked to contact Council-
woman Rose Checchio for details
and registration forms at
rchecchio@scotchplainsnj.com.
More information also can be found
at scotchplainsnj.gov.

Area Realtor to Talk
To AARP Monday

WESTFIELD AREA — The
Westfield Area A.A.R.P. Chapter 4137
will meet on Monday, November 2,
at 1 p.m., at the restored Shady Rest
at the Scotch Hills Country Club,
located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Mary DePaola, a realtor in the area,
will be the guest speaker. She will tell
attendees about growing up on an
Indian reservation in Oklahoma, and
coming east for her education, earn-
ing a degree in architecture. For more
information about the program, call
Ilse Heinemeyer at (908) 322-1788.

Additionally, information will be
provided at the meeting about the
chapter’s holiday luncheon, a catered
event that will be held at the Scotch
Hills Country Club on Monday, De-
cember 7. Reservations and payment
of $20 will be taken at this meeting.
For further information, call Chris
Weiss at (908) 322-6198.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Caregivers to Meet
Monday Evening

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month,
at 7:30 p.m., in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

The next meeting will be held on
November 2. These are information
and sharing sessions. For more infor-
mation on this support group, inter-
ested persons are invited to call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1214.
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“Sundance students are 
smart, happy, competitive, 

compassionate and ready to 
make a difference in the world.”

“Academically, our students are 
a year (or more) ahead of their 

peers in other schools.”

The Sundance School, Where Children Shine Through Intellect, Service and Imagination.

Don’t miss our live performance of The Lion King Kids at 10:30am.
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www.thesundanceschool.com

“Sundance wrote the book on  
arts-infused, interdisciplinary 

curricula that solve problems in the 
real world and honor the Multiple 

Intelligences of all Learners.”

Private School 
for age 2 through Grade 5

T H E  S U N DA N C E  S C H O O L
SINCE 1977   INTELLECT • SERVICE • IMAGINATION

Local Residents Enter
Quinnipiac University

College Club of F-SP Tells
2015 Scholarship Recipients

A SPOOKY PERFORMANCE...Katrina (Olivia Ebel) looks on while Ichabod
(Vincent Mora ) is held up by Yost (Anthony Butera) and Brom (William
Arida) as they rehearse for Roosevelt Intermediate School’s (RIS) produc-
tion of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. Tickets are on sale now and can be
purchased online at http://ris.booktix.com/, or at the door at RIS, located at
301 Clark Street in Westfield.  The ticket price is $10. Performances are
Friday, October 30, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, October 31, at 7:30 p.m., and
Sunday, November 1, at 2 p.m.

HAMDEN, Conn. –  Jaclyn
Anglin of Fanwood;  Elizabeth
Cardone and Maria Paparatto of
Mountianside; Michaela Brennan,
Eliza Bryen, Jordan Sheft-Ason
and Bryn Johnson of Westfield have
entered Quinnipiac University as a

freshmen.
Quinnipiac is a private, coedu-

cational, nonsectarian institution
located 90 minutes north of New
York City and two hours from Bos-
ton. The university enrolls 6,784
full-time undergraduate and 2,884
graduate and part-time students in
58 undergraduate and more than
20 graduate programs of study in
its School of Business and Engi-
neering, School of Communica-
tions, School of Education, School
of Health Sciences, School of Law,
Frank H. Netter MD School of
Medicine, School of Nursing and
College of Arts and Sciences.

Quinnipiac consistently ranks
among the top regional universi-
ties in the North in U.S. News &
World Report's America's "Best
Colleges" issue. Quinnipiac also is
recognized in Princeton Review's
"The Best 380 Colleges." The
Chronicle of Higher Education has
named Quinnipiac among the
"Great Colleges to Work For." For
more information,  visi t
www.quinnipiac.edu.

FANWOOD – Since its inception in
1933, the College Club of Fanwood –
Scotch Plains objectives have been to
increase the interest of local young
women in going to college, and to
provide “material aid” by way of schol-
arships.

This past May, the College Club of
Fanwood –Scotch Plains awarded a
total of $29,000.00 in scholarships to
10 students, five of whom are high
school seniors who graduated in June
and five of who are currently attending
college.

Among the high school recipients
for the academic year 2015-2016 are;
Emily Fidlow, daughter of the late
Chaim and Juliet Fidlow who received
$3,000 and is attending Lafayette Col-
lege; Elizabeth Hom, daughter John
and Joann Hom who received $3,000
and is attending The College of New
Jersey; Samantha McCallion, daugh-
ter of Vincent and Rosemarie
McCallion who received $3,000 and
is attending The College of New Jer-
sey and Elisa Staniec, daughter of
George and Lorraine Staniec who re-
ceived $3,000 and is attending The
Pennsylvania State University

Danielle Scheu, daughter Ken and
Karen Scheu, the highest ranking fe-
male of the class of 2015 at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
received an award of $1,000 in recog-
nition of her academic excellence. Ms.
Scheu will be attending the college of
New Jersey.

Among the college recipients for
academic year 2015-2016 are; Lea
Barney, daughter of Richard and Linda
Barney, who received $3,000 and will

be  a sophomore at the University of
Scranton, Caitlin Caroll, daughter of
Joseph and Sandra Caroll, who re-
ceived $3,000 and will be a junior at
Middlebury College; Elizabeth Gel-
ling, daughter of Christopher and Linda
Gelling who received $3,500 and will
be sophomore at the Fashion Institute
of Technology; Tara Palkoski , daugh-
ter of Robert and Kim Palkoski who
received $3,000 and will be a junior at
the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst and Eve Zhurbinskiy, daugh-
ter of Ilya and Alla Zhurbinskiy, who
received $3,500.00 and will be a sopho-
more at the George Washington Uni-
versity.

This is the 79th year that female
students, seeking financial assistance
to pursue a four year college degree,
have been helped by the club’s
fundraising efforts. Two of the club’s
largest efforts are the annual spring
luncheon and the sale of the commu-
nity calendar.

 A special dinner reception was held
for the recipients and their families on
May 18; Club President, Dorothy Lusk,
Immediate Past President Robbin
Musso, and Scholarship Committee
Co- Chairs, Marie Walford and Tish
Isack made the scholarship presenta-
tions at the dinner. Robin Musso and
Tish Isack also presented the awards at
the SPFHS annual awards assembly.

Anyone interested in more informa-
tion about the College Club of Fan-
wood Scotch Plains or would like to
become a member please contact the
membership committee at (908) 889-
9194 or visit the club’s website at
collegeclubfsp.org.

21 WHS Students
Named Commended
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School Principal Peter Renwick is
announced that 21 students have
been named Commended Students
in the 2016 National Merit Schol-
arship Program.

According the National Merit
Scholarship Program, these stu-
dents place in the top five percent
of the students in the country who
took the Preliminary SAT/Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test in
2014: Jake N. Barrow, Courtney E.
Casale, Albert A. Chen, Ryan Q.
Dang, Marina E.  DeCotiis ,
Sidharth Eleswarapu, Alan Y. Fang,
Jack J. Fico, Cecile Fountain-
Jardim, Frankkanthony C.
Guerriero, Liam J. Heinbokel,
Eloise C. Hendricks, Jordan W.
Hindes, Alison E. Jaruzelski, Jesse
P. Liu, Rachel J. Mattessich, Felicia
M. Mermer, Nova L. Qi, Brooke
Schaeffer, Sarah N. Steiner, and
Diana C. Wu.

147 Advanced Placement
Awards Earned at WHS

HALLOWEEN HAPPINESS...Holy Trinity School's Early Education Center
(PK2 - Kindergarten), located in Mountainside, made 390 Halloween goodie
bags for the Newark Beth Israel Pediatric Allergy & Immunology Outpatient
Clinic and St. Clare’s Hospital this week. Thanks to the generosity of Holy
Trinity families donating candy and trinkets and the kids who worked so hard
to stuff all the bags, children in the hospital, as well as their siblings who visit
them, will have a little "treat" this Halloween season.

WESTFIELD – A total of 147
Westfield High School students
earned Advanced Placement (AP)
Scholar awards in recognition of
their college level achievement
through AP courses and exams.
The score of Westfield’s students
averaged 4.21.  AP tests are scored
on a one to five scale according to
the College Board, with 5 being
the highest.

Fifty-eight Westfield High School

students earned the AP Scholar
with Distinction Award for an av-
erage score of at least 3.5 on all AP
exams taken, and scores of three or
higher on five or more of these
exams.

Thirty-eight Westfield High
School students qualified for the
AP Scholar with Honor Award for
averaging at least 3.25 on all AP
exams taken and scores of three or
higher on four or more of these
exams.

Fifty-one students were granted
the AP Scholar Award for receiv-
ing scores of three or higher on
three or more AP exams.

Four students qualified for the
prestigious National AP Scholar
Award, which is granted to stu-
dents in the United States who re-
ceive an average score of at least 4
on all AP exams taken, and scores
of 4 or higher on eight or more of
these exams.  They include:
Frances Ling, Jason Liu, Nina
Wang and Eli Wirtshafter.

AP is accepted by thousands of
colleges and universities world-
wide for college credit, advanced
placement, or both on the basis of
successful  AP Exam grades.
Westfield High School offers 17
AP courses.

Local Student Awarded
Scholarship at Denison

GRANVILLE, Ohio – Andrew
Marino, a graduate of Westfield
Senior High School, received the
Denison Alumni Award.  The
Denison Alumni Award is based
on academic achievement, leader-
ship and personal merit.

At Denison University, one of
the nation's leading liberal arts col-
leges, motivated students from
around the world tailor educational
experiences in pursuit of their high-
est aspirations. Innovative faculty
and a completely residential cam-
pus provide an integrated learning
environment for students to de-
velop as critical thinkers, percep-
tive moral agents and active citi-
zens in a global community as they
prepare for rewarding lives of pur-
pose and impact.

Pingry Breaks Ground on
New Athletics Center

BASKING RIDGE – The Pingry
School held the Groundbreaking
Ceremony for the Miller A. Bugliari
’52 Athletics Center on September
19 during the School’s Homecom-
ing festivities.

The Athletics Center will contain
an arena the size of two gymnasiums
for wrestling, fencing, and year-
round training space for all teams; at
least six squash courts; a Strength
and Conditioning Center; and
Pingry’s Athletics Hall of Fame. “We
spoke to coaches, parents, students,
and alumni to find out what they
really need. Most of all, we followed
our instincts to do the right thing for
the Pingry of today and tomorrow,”

said Jeff Edwards ’78, Chair of
Pingry’s Board of Trustees.

Coach Bugliari became a Pingry
student in 1941, joined the faculty in
1959, and has been Head Coach of
the Boys’ Varsity Soccer Team since
1960.

Pingry reached this milestone
through the generous support of
many “Blueprint for the Future”
Campaign donors, who helped raise
80 percent of the facility’s total cost,
a percentage that was needed to break
ground. Fundraising efforts con-
tinue, since Pingry needs to raise
$2.4 million to complete the
building’s construction. The grand
opening is anticipated in 18 months.

www.goleader.com

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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VOTE DOUG STOKES ON NOVEMBER 3rd
Paid for by Stokes for Council, Dona Panagos, Treasurer, 526 Downer Street, Westfield

DOUG STOKES  
ENDORSED BY COUNCILMEN  

FOERST AND LOUGHLIN

ELECT DOUG STOKES FOR WESTFIELD TOWN COUNCIL – 4th WARD!
 TAKING PRIDE IN WESTFIELD
 Focusing on Public Safety
  Improving Infrastructure:  
Roads, Parks, Fields

 Controlling Taxes and Spending
 Modernizing Town Services
  Keeping Westfield a Great Place 
to Call Home

Jon Bramnick
A Different Kind of Politician, Fighting to Make New Jersey More Affordable for Taxpayers

rrrrdddd

for State Assembly

Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, Dan Connolly, Treasurer, 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield NJ 07090

The Election at a Glance
REGION — There are state, county, municipal and school board elections on tap for the New Jersey General Election
on Tuesday, November 3.

State Assembly (Two seats, 2-yr.
terms) each
LD20
Annette Quijano-Dem
Jamel Holley-Dem
Stephen E. Kozlovich-Rep
Roger Stryeski-Rep
LD21
Jill Anne Lazare-Dem
David Barnett-Dem
Jon Bramnick-Rep
Nancy Munoz-Rep
LD22
Gerald Jerry Green-Dem
James J. Kennedy-Dem
William Bo Vastine-Rep
William H. Michelson-Rep

County Freeholders (Three seats,
3-yr. terms)
Alexander Mirabella-Dem
Mohamed S. Jalloh-Dem
Bruce H. Bergen-Dem
René Dierkes-Rep
Richard S. Fortunato-Rep
Joseph A. Bonilla-Rep

County Clerk (5-yr. term).
Joanne Rajoppi-Dem
Joseph G. Aubourg-Rep

Westfield Town Council (Four
Wards, each 4-yr. terms)
First Ward (1)
Daniel R. Ortolani-Dem
Frank Arena-Rep
Second Ward (1)
JoAnn Neylan-Rep
No Democratic Candidate
Third Ward (1)
Martin C. Rothfelder-Dem
Mark LoGrippo-Rep
Fourth Ward (1)
Kimberly J. Palmieri-Mouded-Dem
Douglas Stokes Rep

Westfield BOE (Three seats, each 3-
yr. terms)
Gretchen Ohlig
Charles R. Ostroff
Robert S. Garrison

Fanwood Mayor (4-yr. term).
Uncontested, DEM win
Colleen Mahr-Dem
No Republican Candidate
Fanwood Council (Two seats, each
3-yr. terms).
Uncontested, DEM win
Jack Molenaar-Dem
Erin McElroy-Barker-Dem
No Republican Candidates

Scotch Plains BOE (3 seats, each 3-
yr. terms).
Tonya Y. Williams
Karen Kulikowski
Betty Anne Woerner

Mountainside Mayor (4-yr. term).
Uncontested, GOP win
Paul N. Mirabelli-Rep
No Democratic Candidate
Mountainside Council (Two seats,
each 3-yr. term).
Uncontested, GOP win
Robert W. Messler-Rep
Wendy Fech-Caccamo-Rep
No Democratic Candidates

Mountainside BOE (Two seats, each
3-yr. terms)
Katie Motz
Mauro M. Wolfe
Jordan Hyman
Jeane Parker

Garwood Council (Two seats, each
3-yr. term)
William Nierstedt-Dem
Carol Kearney-Dem
Ileen Cuccaro-Rep
Joseph R. Sarno III-Rep

Garwood BOE (Three seats, each 3-
yr. terms). Only one candidate
Amanda Langston

Cranford Committee (One seat, 3-
yr. term; one seat unexpired term)
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.-Dem
Michael A. Petrucci-Rep
(unexpired seat)
Patrick Giblin-Dem
Barbara Bilger-Rep

Cranford BOE (Three seats, each 3-
yr. terms)
William B. Hulse
Maria Loikith
(One seat, 1-yr. unexpired).
Insufficient candidates.

Summit Mayor (4-yr. term)
Nora G. Radest-Dem
Ellen Dickson-Rep
Summit Council
(One seat, 2-yr. term; Two seats, 3-
yr. terms).
At Large (1)
Richard Sun-Dem
Andy Smith -Rep
First Ward (1)
B. David Naidu-Dem
Albert Dill Jr.-Rep
Second Ward (1)
Mary Ogden-Rep
No Democratic Candidate

Clark BOE (Three seats, each 3- yr.
terms).
Jill Curran
Henry R. Virriano
Scott Bohm
Robert F. Smorol, Jr.

There are no municipal elections in
Clark and Scotch Plains; no BOE
election in Fanwood.
Candidates are invited to submit let-
ters to the editor, provide photo and
bio to editor@goleader.com.

Vote Tuesday, November 3rd

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
YOUR CHOICE…The Westfield Candidates Forum was held Friday, October 16. The video is online at goleader.com and
airs on Westfield TV36 Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 10 a.m., 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.  plus Sundays at 8 p.m., through
to Election Day, November 3. Pictured, from left to right, are: Republican candidates for Town Council, Doug Stokes, JoAnn
Neylan and Mark LoGrippo, and Democratic candidates for Town Council, Martin Rothfelder, Kimberly Palmieri-
Mouded and Daniel Ortolani.

www.goleader.com/services/video
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Jill Anne LazareJon Bramnick

State Assembly LD21 Candidates, pick two
Jon Bramnick (R), Nancy Munoz (R), Jill Lazare (D), David Barnett (D)

Nancy Munoz David Barnett

Jon Bramnick (R)
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick is

serving his fifth term in the New
Jersey General Assembly represent-
ing Union, Somerset and Morris
Counties in the 21st District. Mr.
Bramnick was elected by his col-
leagues in January 2012 to serve as
the assembly minority leader, mak-
ing him the highest-ranking mem-
ber of the Republican Caucus in the
assembly.

Mr. Bramnick grew up in
Plainfield and graduated from
Plainfield High School. His parents
owned Lazaar’s Stationers, their
family business in Plainfield, for
over 50 years. From 1984 to 1991,
he served on the Plainfield City
Council. He was an assistant pro-
fessor of business law at Rider Uni-
versity from 1984 to 1989 and an
adjunct professor of business law at
Rutgers University from 1989 to
1990.

Mr. Bramnick is a partner in the
law firm of Bramnick, Rodriguez,
Mitterhoff, Grabas & Woodruff,
based in Scotch Plains. He was ad-
mitted to the New York Bar in 1978
and the New Jersey Bar in 1984. He
is a certified civil trial attorney and
a frequent lecturer for both the New
Jersey Institute for Continuing Le-
gal Education and the American
Association for Justice.

Mr. Bramnick holds a bachelor
of arts degree in political science
from Syracuse University, where
he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.
He also holds his law degree from
Hofstra University’s School of Law.
He resides in Westfield with his
wife Patricia and has two grown
children, Brent and Abigail.

Nancy Munoz (R)
Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz was

sworn into office on May 21, 2009,
filling the unexpired term of her late
husband Assemblyman Eric Muñoz,
M.D.  On November 3, 2009, she was
elected to her first two-year term repre-
senting the 21st Legislative District,
which includes 16 towns in Essex,
Morris, Somerset and Union counties.

Assemblywoman Muñoz is a
graduate of Skidmore College where
she earned her bachelor’s degree in
nursing; she earned her master’s de-
gree as a clinical nurse specialist from
Hunter College.  She has worked as a
nurse in surgical intensive care at
Yale-New Haven Hospital and has
also worked at Massachusetts Gen-
eral, Memorial-Sloan Kettering Can-
cer Center and Overlook Hospital in
Summit, New Jersey.

Ms. Muñoz is serving on the Assem-
bly Health and Senior Services Com-
mittee and the Assembly Commerce
and Economic Development Commit-
tee. She currently serves as the deputy
republican whip after serving as policy
co-chair from 2012 to 2013.

Ms. Muñoz resides in Summit with
her five children and has served as the
president of the Parent Teacher Asso-
ciations/Organizations at Summit’s
elementary, middle and high school,
as well as serving as the president of
the President’s Council. She has de-
veloped a passion for education and
human services issues both from the
personal and fiscal perspectives.

Ms. Muñoz has become the prime
sponsor of the Jessica Lunsford Act
legislation first introduced by her hus-
band. When passed, this measure will
increase penalties of sexual offenders
and the people who harbor them.

Jill Anne LaZare (D)
Jill Anne LaZare is a Summit-based

attorney. Ms. LaZare, who runs her
own practice in Summit, ran for this
seat two years ago.

With an interest in music and edu-
cation, she studied at the New En-
gland Conservatory of Music. She
earned her bachelor’s degree from
Monmouth University, and later at-
tained her law degree from Rutgers
Law School in Newark.

She has been a lifelong resident of
New Jersey, growing up along the
shore in Deal. Ms. LaZare and her
husband have been Summit residents
for almost 20 years, and had raised
their three children, two of which
graduated from local public schools.

David Barnett (D)
David Barnett is an entrepreneur

and business executive specializing
in creating and managing operations
for fast-growth companies. He
founded Corsis Technology Services
in 1993, and steadily grew the com-
pany from two employees to over
100. He also serves as managing part-
ner of the private equity firm and
venture incubator Marshall Junction
Partners, LLC.

Community involvement and
volunteerism is deeply important to
Mr. Barnett. To this end, he is the
mayor of Springfield and sits on many
other township and county boards.
He is a board member of the All Stars
Project of New Jersey, a non-govern-
ment funded organization dedicated
to providing after-school education
and career development opportuni-
ties to youth in the nation’s poorest
communities.

Jerry Green

State Assembly LD22 Candidates, pick two
William Vastine (R), William Michelson (R), Jerry Green (D), James Kennedy (D)

William MichelsonWilliam “Bo” Vastine

William “Bo” Vastine (R)
Mr. Vastine was elected to Scotch

Plains Township Council in 2010,
and served from 2011 to 2014. He
was deputy mayor in 2012, and served
on the planning board and as council
liaison to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education and the Raritan
Rail Coalition.

He serves on the Scotch Plains
Republican Committee as the elected
District 23 representative, previously
serving as first vice-chairman on the
Plainfield Republican Committee. He
previously ran for the state Assembly
in 2009, when he and his running-
mate, Martin Marks, came within 4
percent of defeating long-time in-
cumbents.

Professionally, Mr. Vastine is fi-
nance manager with the Plainfield
Area YMCA and is the founder of
Tech Startup Professionals.

He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Speech Communication from
Texas A&M University.

William Michelson (R)
William Michelson has been an

attorney for 36 years and owns a law
practice in Fanwood, handling mat-
ters of legal malpractice and ethics,
governmental and political topics, and
LGBT/same sex issues. He is also an
urban planner with a subspecialty in
historic preservation.

Mr. Michelson has many years of
experience in local government, on
planning boards and the like. Cur-
rently, he is chairman of the Plainfield
Historic Preservation Commission,
in a city that has 10 historic districts.

Jerry Green (D)
Jerry Green has served in the New

Jersey General Assembly since 1992.
He currently serves as chairman of
the Assembly Housing and Local
Government and as a member of the
Health and Senior Services Commit-
tee.

Mr. Green is a business consultant.
He also serves on the advisory com-
mittee for Valley National Bank in
Wayne and on the board of directors
of the Business Partnership of
Somerset County.

Assemblyman Green served on the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders from 1989 to 1991, and from
1982 to 1984, serving as the board’s
chairman in 1990. He served on the
Union County Planning Board, the
Parks and Recreation Committee, and
Human Services and Economic De-
velopment.

James Kennedy

James Kennedy (D)
James Kennedy served as Rahway

mayor from 1991 through 2010, when
he declined to seek a sixth term. He
was named by the Union County
Democratic Committee to run for
Assembly after Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D) announced she
would not seek re-election following
a scandal involving her husband’s
shore home that was damaged in
Hurricane Sandy.

Mr. Kennedy owns a local store,
Kennedy Jewelers, and was presi-
dent of the Rahway Chamber of Com-
merce during the late 1980s.

In 2006, Mr. Kennedy persuaded
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders to invest $6.2 million in
the renovation of the Union County
Performing Arts Center, an historic
1,300-seat vaudeville venue that
opened in 1928 as the Rahway The-
ater. The building fell into disrepair
as a movie house in the 1970s, but
after being reopened by a local non-
profit preservation group in 1984, it
has become a cornerstone of the
Rahway Arts District and part of the
ongoing $100-million redevelopment
of downtown Rahway.

Mr. Kennedy and his wife, Lori, a
kindergarten teacher who retired in
June 2011, have one son, Sean, who
operates the jewelry store on a day-
to-day basis.

View the Candidate Interviews
www.goleader.com/services/video

Gretchan R. Ohlig
Gretchan R. Ohlig has served on

the Westfield Board of Education for
the past four years and is its current
vice president. During her time on
the board, Ms. Ohlig has served as
chair of the policy and curriculum
committees and also has been a mem-
ber of the facilities, finance, and leg-
islation committees. Gretchen and
her partner have five children rang-
ing in age from 18 to 12. She prac-
tices law at Phelan, Frantz & Peek,
LLC on Orchard Street in Westfield,
a small firm specializing in real es-
tate, estate planning and trust and
estate administration. She is also a
founding trustee of and counsel to
Liam’s Room, Inc.

Gretchen Ohlig, Robert S. Garrison, Charles R. Ostroff,

Gretchen Ohlig

Charles Ostroff
Charles Ostroff and his wife Lisa

have lived in Westfield for approxi-
mately 12 years and have two chil-
dren, Ava, 11,  and Harrison, 8. He is
chief credit officer for Arbor Com-
mercial Mortgage, a multi-family
housing lender. Mr. Ostroff has been
with Arbor for six years. He began
his professional career as a practic-
ing attorney but transitioned to real
estate finance full-time 18 years ago.
Mr. Ostroff has bachelor’s degree
from George Washington University
and a law degree from the University
of Baltimore.

Charles Ostroff

Robert S. Garrison
Robert Garrison has vast experi-

ence in federal, state, county and
municipal government, labor rela-
tions, public finance, workforce de-
velopment, political campaigns and
campaign finance. He specializes in
government relations and issue and
grassroots advocacy.

Garrison most recently served as
Director of the Bergen County De-
partment of Planning and Economic
Development and the Executive Di-
rector of the Bergen County Improve-
ment Authority.

His work centered on transporta-
tion policy, conduit bond financing,
community development and rede-
velopment of downtowns.

Mr. Garrison has served on various
boards including the Casino Rein-
vestment Development Authority
(CRDA), the Governors Ethics Task
Force, the North Jersey Transporta-
tion Planning Authority, the Hudson
County Board of Elections and the
Union County Planning Board.

Mr. Garrison received his law de-
gree from Rutgers Law School, a
masters degree in government ad-
ministration from the University of
Pennsylvania’s Fels Center of Gov-
ernment, an undergraduate associate

Westfield Bd. of Education Candidates
(3 Candidates for 3 seats, 3-year terms)

Robert Garrison

T O  R E P R E S E N T

WARD 1 
ON TOWN 
COUNCIL 

He’ll FIGHT for 
Modern Efficient 
Transportation 
between Westfield 
and NYC

He’s COMMITTED 

to Advocate for  
Ward 1 Neighbors

He’s DEDICATED 

to representative 
two party 
government in 
Westfield

“As a senior executive for a global software company, I have fostered high 
quality customer service, managed a budget on a scale similar to Westfield’s.  
In Westfield, I led Cub Scout Pack 172, and lead a Folk and Bluegrass band, 
Little Secret, which plays to support charitable causes. As a commuter, I am 
all too aware of the need for Westfield to raise its collective voice to insist on 
solutions for our transportation system. I am committed to fight for solutions.”

DEMOCRATIC
COLUMN

DAN
ORTOLANI

Paid for by and Authorized by Westfield Democratic Committee, 956 Wyandotte Trail, Westfield, NJ 07090

VOTE DEMOCRATIC Tues. Nov. 3rd

WWW.DANOFORCOUNCIL.COM

Bringing a Fresh Perspective to Town Government

Joanne Rajoppi

Joanne Rajoppi (D)
For Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi is the first woman
county clerk in the 154-year history of
Union County. She was elected in
1995 and re-elected in 2000, 2005 and
2010. She previously served as the
first woman Union County Register
of Deeds and Mortgages for 12 years.

Ms. Rajoppi, a native of Spring-
field, served on that municipality’s
Board of Education and Township
Committee and was the first woman
mayor of Springfield in 1977. She
was elected to the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders in 1978
and became its first woman chairman
in 1980. Gov. Brendan Byrne ap-
pointed her to serve as New Jersey’s
assistant secretary of state in 1981.
She received her bachelor’s degree,
cum laude, from Case Western Re-
serve University in Cleveland and her
master’s in public administration from
the Center for Public Service at Seton
Hall University. Ms. Rajoppi served
as an adjunct lecturer in public admin-
istration and public policy making at
Rutgers University in New Brunswick
for 18 years. She also has taught con-
tinuing education courses for munici-
pal clerks throughout the state for 12
years. She resides in Union Township
and is the mother of two sons, Peter-
Anthony Pappas and Andrew Pappas
and grandmother to Arianna.

Joseph Aubourg

Joseph Aubourg (R)
For Union County Clerk

Joseph Aubourg is an adjunct pro-
fessor at both Middlesex County
College and Monmouth University,
teaching communications and criti-
cal discourse. He has worked exten-
sively with media markets as a pro-
duction assistant for the Tribeca Film
Festival and researcher for Black
Entertainment Television. He has
been an advocate for minority voting
initiatives delivering a 20-percent in-
crease in recent elections.

He received his bachelor’s degree
in political science and communica-
tions from Kean University in 2006
and his master’s degree in strategic
communication from Seton Hall
University in 2012. He is a 2001
graduate of Abraham Clark High
School in Roselle.

For Clerk of
Union County

5 Year Term
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Republican Candidates for Cranford Township Committee

Commissioner Barbara Bilger brings an incredible range of experience and knowledge to

the Township Committee. She served as Cranford's Mayor for two years, and Township

Commissioner for six years. Barbara has been a key figure in many town wide events including

the Memorial Day Parade and the anniversary celebrations for our Police and Fire

Departments, and Cranford First Aid Squad. She was instrumental in the creation of the 9/11

Memorial and raising funds for the POW/MIA monuments in Memorial Park. Barbara has

been unwavering in her commitment to making Cranford a better place for all residents.

Michael Petrucci is a Financial Services professional

and is looking forward to bringing that experience

to the Cranford Township Committee. An active

member of the Cranford volunteer community for

many years, Michael serves on the Planning Board

and previously held a seat on the Zoning Board of

Adjustment. He has worked extensively with

Cranford youth through coaching Baseball, Soccer

and Basketball for recreational and travel teams.

Michael is dedicated to the Cranford community and

believes strongly that the needs of Cranford residents

need to be the top priority of our elected officials.

YOUR CRANFORD REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP

Paid for by Bilger/Petrucci for Township Committee, Karen Capone, Treasurer

Bipartisan Appointments to Boards and Committees

Stabilized Taxes
Instituted Road Repaving Project - 8 Miles In 2014 ~ 4.4 Miles Scheduled for 2015

Partnered with Utility Companies for Repaving to Save Taxpayer Dollars

Increased Revenues
Improved Parking System

Instituted Better Tracking of Permits and Fees

New Strategies to Fight Overdevelopment
Codified Master Plan

Account for All Affordable Housing and Rehabilitation Units

Brought a New Focus to Public Safety
New Leadership in Police and Fire Departments

Instituted School Resource Officer Program

Reinstated Juvenile Division

Fully Staffed Public Safety Departments

Revitalized Engineering Services
Restarted North Avenue Pedestrian Safety Project

Restarted Orchard Brook Flood Control Project

Restarted Phase 5 and 2B Flood Control Projects

Worked with State and Federal Leaders for Federal Funding of Flood Control Projects

Restored Community Spirit
Established New Community Oriented Organizations

Hosted First Annual Cranford Cookout

KEEP CRANFORD MOVING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION
VOTE COLUMN A - TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3

BILGER - PETRUCCI FOR TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
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LoGRIPPO
Paid for by LoGrippo for Council, Jennifer Czarnecki, TrTT easurer.

VOTE TUESDAY NOV. 3

MARK
T O  R E P R E S E N T

WARD 3 
ON TOWN 
COUNCIL 

He’ll ADVOCATE 
tirelessly for rail 
infrastructure 
upgrades and peak 
hour one seat rides 
between Westfield 
and NYC 

He’s COMMITTED 
to Advocate for Ward 
3 Neighbors

He’ll CHAMPION 
pedestrian and 
bicycle safety 
measures, and street 
and sidewalk renewal

He’ll PROMOTE 
energy and 
environmental 
initiatives

“As a lawyer focusing on municipal, energy, and utility issues, 
and as a volunteer, including my work as President of the 
Board of Trustees for the Unitarian Church of Summit, I have 
been an advocate and leader. I want to use my abilities and 
experience to help our community advocate for solutions we 
need, including improvements in our transportation system, 
measures to promote pedestrian and bicycle safety, and 
preparedness for the impacts due to severe weather events.”

DEMOCRATIC
COLUMN

VOTE 
NOVEMBER 3 FOR

MARTY
ROTHFELDER

VOTE DEMOCRATIC Tues. Nov. 3rd

MARTYFORWESTFIELD@GMAIL.COM 
Paid for by and Authorized by Westfield Democratic Committee, 956 Wyandotte Trail, Westfield, NJ 07090

Bringing a Fresh Perspective to Town Government

Union County Candidates: Freeholder, pick three; Clerk, pick one
René Dierkes (R), Richard Fortunato (R), Joseph Bonilla (R), Mohamed Jalloh (D), Alexander Mirabella (D), Bruce Bergen (D)

For County Clerk: Joanne Rajoppi (D), Joseph Aubourg (R)

René  Dierkes (R)
René Dierkes moved to Union

County in 1980 in Elizabeth along
with his parents. In January of 1981,
they moved to Westfield, where he
graduated high school in 1983. He is
a 1987 graduate of Seton Hall Uni-
versity. He relocated to Scotch Plains
and finally Mountainside where he
has lived since 1999. He has been a
Financial Advisor for Morgan Stanley
in its Westfield Office for 25 years.
Mr. Dierkes has been active in serv-
ing his community.

Mr. Dierkes was the Mountainside
commissioner for the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority from 2009 to
2013, serving the final year as chair-
man. Since July 2012, he has served
on the Mountainside Town Council.
He has also been a president of the
Westfield Lions and Westfield Jay-
cees.

Rene Dierkes was born in Naples,
Italy, in 1965 (his mother is an Italian
immigrant), when his father was a
civilian working as a school principal
on the American military bases. The
family moved to West Germany
where they lived at various locations
and then in 1977 to Zaragoza, Spain,
where he lived for three years. Al-
though he was born a U.S. citizen, he
lived for the first time in the United
States in 1980.

In the summer of 1985, Rene
Dierkes lived with a Nigerian family
for three weeks in Lagos. Years later
he would live with a Chilean family
for 10 days in Santiago. Mr. Dierkes’
wife, Wei, is a Chinese immigrant.
He has stayed with his in-laws in
Beijing, China.

Married in 2008, Rene and his wife,
Wei, welcomed their baby daughter
in December 2013.

Richard Fortunato (R)
Mr. Fortunato and his family have

lived in Scotch Plains since 1992,
having moved there from Red Bank.
He was married in 1984 to Heba and
they have three adult sons, all of
whom graduated from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public schools.

He graduated from Rutgers Uni-
versity, New Brunswick, in 1982,
with a bachelor’s degree, having
majored in history with a minor in
physics. After college, he attended
and graduated from Fordham Uni-
versity School of Law in 1985 with
a law degree. He was a member, as
well as an associate editor, of The
Fordham Law Review.

He currently is a member of New
Jersey and New York bars.

He worked at Skadden, Arps, Slate,
Meagher & Flom LLP, New York,
N.Y., for 24 years, the last 19 of
them as a partner. He specialized in
commercial and corporate finance,
bank lending and structured finance.

For the last three years, he has
been the Chairman of the Board of
The Catastrophe Risk Exchange,
Inc., which has 17 employees with
offices in Princeton and London.
The company provides transaction
software for reinsurance brokers,
managing agents and syndicates and
reinsurers.

He has been actively involved in
local political groups since 2009,
and an elected member of the Scotch
Plains Republican Committee for
the last three years. He has been on
the Scotch Plains zoning board since
January 2014. He is an active pa-
rishioner at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Church in Scotch Plains, where
he serves in the Holy Name Scoiety
and Knights of Columbus.

Joseph Bonilla (R)
Joseph Bonilla is a long-time resi-

dent of Union. He is employed by the
North Plainfield Police Department
and assists in the training of auxiliary
police recruits at the John H. Stamler
Academy. Mr. Bonilla is a graduate
of Irvington High School and the
Essex County College Police Acad-
emy. He has certifications in incident
command from the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security, from the New
Jersey Police Training Commission
in CPR and first aid from the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

Mr. Bonilla is an active member of
Calvary AG in Springfield and has
worked extensively with the church’s
youth groups.

Alexander Mirabella (D)
A resident of Fanwood who was ap-

pointed municipal manager for Scotch
Plains in January, Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella was first elected in 1997, and is
serving his sixth three-year term on the
Board of Chosen Freeholders and has
served as chairman four times.

As chairman, Mr. Mirabella helped
implement the Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund,
sparking some of the largest increases in
Union County parkland in generations.
He developed the Sensory Friendly The-
ater program to provide cultural enrich-
ment for persons with autism and other
sensory sensitivities, and he oversaw the
expansion of the County’s Office of Vet-
erans Affairs, the County’s 9/11 Memo-
rial Committee, and the board’s efforts in
support of County workers called to ac-
tive military duty.

Mr. Mirabella’s other initiatives as
chairman include holding mobile Free-
holder meetings in communities and as-
sembling a Shared Services Committee
to streamline government and cut costs.

Mr. Mirabella was first elected to the
Roselle Park Borough Council in 1991
and served until 1996. He graduated from
Hobart College in Geneva, N.Y., with a
bachelor’s degree in economics. He and
his wife, Phyllis, a former councilwoman
in Roselle Park, have a son, Alexander,
and a daughter, Micayla.

Bruce Bergen (D)
Bruce Bergen was elected to his

first term on the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders in November
2012. As 2014 chairman of the Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund, Mr. Bergen
helped guide the county’s efforts to
protect open space and the awarding
of more than $1 million in matching
funds through Kids Recreation and
other grants to various municipalities
to support local recreation projects.

A Springfield resident and a part-
ner in the Cranford law firm of
Krevsky, Silber & Bergen, he has
been a practicing New Jersey attor-
ney for the past 34 years. A lifelong
resident of Union County, he has
been active in leadership and elected
positions with the county Democratic
Committee since 1979. He previously
served as Springfield township attor-
ney for 17 years.

In 2013, he completed a five-year
term as board chairman of Central
Jersey Legal Services, which pro-
vides free civil legal representation
to eligible residents of Union,
Middlesex and Mercer counties. He
remains a board member.

Born and raised in Cranford, Mr.
Bergen has been a member of the
Rotary Club of Cranford since 1982,
and has twice served as president of
the service organization. In 1993, he
was named a Paul Harris Fellow, that
organization’s highest honor. Mr.
Bergen was picked by the Spring-
field B’nai B’rith to receive its 2012
International Citizenship and Civic
Award.

He and his wife Jodi have been
married for more than 30 years and
have two grown children, Stefanie
and Ross.

Joseph BonillaRichard FortunatoRené Dierkes Bruce BergenAlexander Mirabella

Mohamed Jalloh (D)
Freeholder Chairman Mohamed

Jalloh is in the third year of his sec-
ond term on the Freeholder Board. A
native of Union County, he grew up
in Roselle and now resides in Union
with his wife, Maria.

This year marks his first term as
chairman, his initiatives include new
arts, economic development, public
safety, recreational, educational and
quality-of-life programs.

Mr. Jalloh has a bachelor’s of sci-
ence degree in rhetoric and commu-
nications, with a minor in African-
American studies from Syracuse
University. He has also earned a law
degree from Rutgers University Law
School in Newark. He is an adjunct
professor at Kean University.

As an attorney, Mr. Jalloh has
worked for the Northwest Jersey and
Essex Newark Legal Services pro-
grams, where he represented low-
income individuals in matters involv-
ing family law, consumer and hous-
ing laws and domestic violence. He
also worked as an assistant county
counsel for the County of Union. He
is a founding partner at the law firm
of Jalloh & Jalloh, LLC.

Mohamed Jalloh

Candidate Interviews
www.goleader.com/services/video/2015/
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Westfield Council Candidates, Wards 1 through 4 (4-years, one for each Ward) pick 1
Frank Arena (R-W1), Dan Ortolani (D-W1), JoAnn Neylan (R-W2), Mark LoGrippo (W3-R), Martin Rothfelder (W3-D), Douglas Stokes (W4-R), Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded (W4-D)

Daniel Ortolani (1-D)
Dan Ortolani and his wife, Reyna

Ortolani, have lived in Westfield for
11 years. They have two children,
Luke, a seventh grader at Roosevelt
and Emma, a fifth grader at Franklin.
Dan and Reyna are an interfaith
couple with membership in Temple
Emanu-El and Holy Trinity Church.

Mr. Ortolani is well known in

Frank Arena (1-R)
Councilman Frank Arena is a 20-

year resident of Westfield, where he
and his wife, Lori, raised their chil-
dren, Carli and Christopher, who are
now attending college after graduat-
ing from Westfield High School. Mr.
Arena is a seasoned business sales
executive with a 30-year career help-
ing businesses and city governments
improve efficiency while maintain-
ing security and operational excel-
lence within their mission critical IT
systems. He is an active supporter of
the Westfield Soccer Association,
Baseball League and United Fund.
He is also the mayor’s designee to the
Westfield Recreation Commission,
and formerly to the Downtown
Westfield Corporation.

Frank has seven years of service on
the Town Council, voting to forego
pay each year. He is chairman of the
council’s public works committee and
member of the finance committee,
where he oversaw the hiring of a new
public works director and more po-
lice and fire professionals. Further-
more, he helped to formulate annual
municipal budgets consistently be-
low NJ’s 2 percent cap, leading to a
AAA bond rating while increasing
Westfield’s natural disaster safety
procedures and response time. Mr.
Arena was also instrumental in re-
paving over five miles of town roads
this summer and fall, restriping all
crosswalks and revamping the town’s
Conservation Center to create a more
efficient and user-friendly facility.

JoAnn Neylan (2-R)
JoAnn Nylan and her husband,

Kevin, have lived in Westfield for 23
years, raising three children, Kevin
Jr., Christopher and Elisabeth, in the
same house and has served on the
Town Council for the past 12 years.

She has served as chairwoman of
the public safety, transportation and
parking committee as well as public
works. Among her other committee
assignments have been finance and
town code.

An attorney who was an assistant

Douglas Stokes (4-R)
Doug Stokes is a 13-year resident

of Westfield. He and his wife,
Josephine, live on Downer Street with
their four children. Their son, Jo-
seph, is a sophomore at Tulane Uni-
versity and a 2014 graduate of
Westfield High School.  Their chil-
dren Michael and Julia are currently
Westfield High School students and
Kevin is an eighth grader at Edison
Intermediate School.

Mr. Stokes is a career educator
with a master’s degree from Rutgers
University. His volunteer efforts in-
clude being active a as a youth sports
coach for his children in Westfield
athletics as well as a 4-H parent liai-
son. For the last nine years, Doug has
volunteered as a dedicated member
of the Westfield Memorial Library
Board of Trustees. As president of
the trustees, Mr. Stokes has been re-
sponsible for negotiating contracts,
promoting “green initiatives” includ-
ing the installation of solar panels
and energy efficient lighting, as well
as working with other town depart-
ments to improve library safety and
services for all constituents.

Martin Rothfelder (3-D)
Marty Rothfelder has lived in

Westfield for 17 years. He is the fa-
ther of three children who are prod-
ucts of the Westfield schools (Wilson
Elementary School, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School and Westfield High
School). Marissa is a recent graduate
of Suffolk University in Boston,
Mass., Alex is a junior at Clark Uni-
versity in Worcester, Mass., and Claire
is a freshman at the University of
Vermont.

Mr. Rothfelder grew up in the Chi-
cago area, attended public schools,
majored in economics at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin–Madison, and went
to law school at Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis. His area of focus is
utility and telecommunications law.
His work has included serving as
counsel to several New Jersey mu-
nicipalities, ranging from Newark to
five of the municipalities on Long
Beach Island. He served as President
of the Public Utility Law Section of
the New Jersey State Bar Association
and currently works for PSE&G on
utility regulation and large infrastruc-
ture projects.

Mr. Rothfelder has volunteered to
work with teams in the Westfield
Soccer Association, served six years
on the Westfield Democratic Com-
mittee, housed a homeless young
adult who was living in a vacant
building in Westfield, and led groups
of youths to feed the homeless with
Bridges Outreach. Many of his vol-
unteer efforts have been through his
congregation — the Unitarian Church
in Summit. There he has taught in the
religious education program for 15
years, served as a youth group advi-

Mark LoGrippo (3-R)
Mark LoGrippo has represented

the residents in the Third Ward of
Westfield for the past four years. He
and his wife, Maria LoGrippo, a nurs-
ing professor at Rutgers University,
reside on Tudor Oval with their two
children, Francesco and Gemma, who
attend Jefferson Elementary School.
The two are active members of Holy
Trinity Parish and are engaged in
their children’s youth sports programs
and school activities.

Mr. LoGrippo grew up on Long
Island, where in high school he as-
sisted in local election campaigns
and fundraising activities. He earned
a bachelor of science degree in busi-
ness marketing in 1990 from St.
John’s University, where he was ac-
tive in student government and presi-
dent of Phi Kappa Tau national
fraternity.After graduation, he joined
NYNEX, now Verizon Communica-
tions, as a customer service represen-
tative, and has spent the past 25 years
building and maintaining relation-
ships in the telecommunications and
network services industry. During that
period he received his MBA in inter-
national business from Adelphi Uni-
versity, and currently holds the posi-
tion of business development man-
ager in Verizon’s FiOS division.

Mr. LoGrippo was actively in-
volved in mentoring and fundraising
for the Big Brothers/Big Sisters of
New York City from 2006 to 2013,
personally raising over $30,000 for
the chapter. He has been a member of
the Westfield Y international com-
mittee since 2009 and also served on
Westfield’s planning board before

Frank Arena (W1-R) Daniel Ortolani (W1-D) JoAnn Neylan (W2-R) Mark LoGrippo (W3-R) Martin Rothfelder (W3-D) Douglas Stokes (W4-R) Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded (W4-D)

Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded (4-D)
Kim Palmieri-Mouded and her

husband, George Mouded, moved to
Westfield a year-and-a-half ago. They
have twin sons, Matthew and Chris-
topher, age 2, and a 1-year-old named
Nicholas. Ms. Palmieri was born and
raised in Union County and, from a
young age, actively participated in
various community and church ini-
tiatives and programs.

At St. John’s University, from
which she holds a bachelor of arts
degree in English and master of pro-
fessional studies in criminal justice,

Westfield through his tenure as pack
leader and committee chair for
Franklin Elementary School’s Cub
Scout Pack 172.  He’s also coached
basketball and helped to raise funds
for non-profit causes and organiza-
tions. Fund raising efforts have been
in support of the Franklin Bash, and
the Hedgehog & Feather theater
group.  His band, Little Secret, which
plays folk/bluegrass music, has per-
formed for charitable purposes, most
recently, at a benefit sponsored by
the Westfield Women’s Club. The
proceeds went to the National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness for NJ.

Mr. Ortolani is senior vice presi-
dent of Worldwide Customer Ser-
vices at Information Builders, a soft-
ware technology firm. He’s been in
senior positions in product innova-
tion and customer services since 1987.
His leadership and division have been
recognized by a number of industry
organizations including the Best in
Business Awards (Most Customer
Friendly Company in 2014) and
American Business Awards (Stevie
Awards for Executive of the Year in
2013 and Customer Service Depart-
ment of the Year in 2013 and 2014).
Mr. Ortolani received his bachelor’s
degree in business management from
Sacred Heart University in Fairfield,
Conn., and completed the executive
program at Stanford University.

district attorney in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
before moving to Westfield, she has
hosted local TV shows and repre-
sented Westfield as acting mayor at
various events. Her involvement in
government follows in the footsteps
of her mother.

becoming a councilman.
Mark is an active member of the

Raritan Valley Rail Coalition that lob-
bied for and earned direct train ser-
vice into and out of Manhattan dur-
ing off peak and evening hours.

sor, served as president of the board
of trustees, served on and chaired
countless committees, and raised
money for many causes both within
and outside the congregation.

she was elected to several executive
boards, including chairperson for the
student union, and secretary and then
president of Phi Eta Chi sorority. She
was selected to serve as a member of
the President’s Society.

Upon graduation, her alma mater
hired her to work in its division of
student affairs. She advanced to asso-
ciate dean for student life. In addition
to teaching courses and managing a
large financial budget, Ms. Palmieri-
Mouded supervised projects, events,
activities and programs for the office
of student life. This work involved
managing the student government
board and 45 clubs, and their bud-
gets. She planned and organized out-
of-classroom experiences and off-
campus community service projects
for students, alumni, faculty, and the
local community. In spring 2012, Ms.
Palmeri-Mouded partnered with the
American Cancer Society to bring
the first Relay for Life to St. John’s
campus on Staten Island, an event
attended by more than 500 students
and community members.

Ms. Palmeri-Mouded also volun-
teered in New Orleans following
Hurricane Katrina, and was a Caritas
volunteer in Rome.

D   UG

VOTE DOUG STOKES ON NOVEMBER 3rd

Paid for by Stokes for Council, Dona Panagos, Treasurer, 526 Downer Street, Westfield

DOUG STOKES

ELECT DOUG STOKES FOR  
WESTFIELD TOWN COUNCIL – 4th WARD!

 TAKING PRIDE IN WESTFIELD

 Focusing on Public Safety

  Improving Infrastructure: Roads, Parks, Fields

 Controlling Taxes and Spending

 Modernizing Town Services

  Keeping Westfield a Great Place to Call Home

DOUG STOKES  
ENDORSED BY COUNCILMEN  

FOERST AND LOUGHLIN

DOUG STOKES  
AND HIS FAMILY

T O  R E P R E S E N T

WARD 4 
ON TOWN 
COUNCIL 

She’ll PUSH for 
the Gateway Rail 
Tunnel Project, other 
rail infrastructure 
upgrades and peak 
hour one seat rides 
between Westfield 
and NYC 

She’ll INSIST 
on services and 
improvements for her 
4th Ward Neighbors

She’ll bring SOCIAL 
MEDIA savvy to 
communication 
within Westfield and 
about Westfield 

She’ll ENERGIZE 
the TOWN 
COUNCIL with 
Fresh Perspective

“As the associate dean for Student Life at  
St. John’s University, I used my drive, creativity, 
and managerial skills to foster highly successful 
community activities. Now, as a mother raising 
children in Westfield, I want to use those same skills 
to serve our Town and make Westfield flourish.”

DEMOCRATIC
COLUMNKIM

PALMIERI 
MOUDED

VOTE DEMOCRATIC Tues. Nov. 3rd

WWW.ELECTKPM2015.COM
Paid for by and Authorized by Westfield Democratic Committee, 956 Wyandotte Trail, Westfield, NJ 07090

Bringing a Fresh Perspective to Town Government
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Patrick Giblin (D)Thomas Hannen, Jr. (D)

Cranford Township Committee
(One seat, 3-year term; One seat, 2-year unexpired term)

Thomas Hannen, Jr. (D), Michael Petrucci (R); Patrick Giblin (D), Barbara Bilger (R)

Michael Petrucci (R) Barbara Bilger (R)

Barbara Bilger (R)
Barbara Bilger served as Cranford

mayor in 2002 and 2004 and deputy
mayor in 2003. She was the first
Republican woman and first two-term
woman mayor. She was a member of
the Cranford Township Committee
from 1990 to 1992 and from 2002 to
2004. Since 1969, she has been a
member of St. Michael’s Church,
where she serves as a trustee, a min-
ister of hospitality and an usher, since
1980. She is also a member of the St.
Michael’s Rosary Society, chairman
of St. Michael’s Bingo for 10 years,
past president of the St. Michael’s
Pastoral Council and past chairman
of St. Michael’s Holiday Fair, and co-
chairman of St. Michael’s Capital
Campaign and member of the St.
Michael’s Census Committee.

She has been active with the
Cranford Chamber of Commerce,
serving as a director, treasurer and
secretary. Ms. Bilger is a co-founder
of “Cranford Welcomes You,” a life
member of Cranford VFW Ladies
Auxiliary, a trustee of Ladies Auxil-
iary VFW, a secretary and member of

Michael Petrucci (R)
Michael Petrucci and his wife, Jean,

have made Cranford their home since
1997, when they relocated from New
York State. Their three boys have all
attended Cranford public schools and
participated in numerous athletic pro-
grams and community service activi-
ties. Mr. Petrucci has been an active
community volunteer. He received
his bachelor of science degree in fi-
nance and a minor in economics from
Marist College and has been a bank-
ing professional for over 25 years.

Thomas Hannen (D)
Tom Hannen, Jr., was elected to

Township Committee in 2012, win-
ning two-thirds of Cranford’s elec-
tion districts. His election gave Demo-
crats the majority on the Township
Committee for the second time in
five years and he served as mayor in
his first term.

On Township Committee, he has
opposed overdevelopment and made
projects such as flood control a top
priority for township government.

He is president of Patwin Plastics
in Linden, a family business, which
manufactures and supplies plastic
products such as vinyl trim, fencing
and decking.

Raised in Winfield, Mr. Hannen
served 12 years on Winfield’s Town-
ship Committee and four, one-year
terms as mayor. He has been a volun-
teer firefighter all of his adult life and
is currently a call firefighter in
Cranford. He is also a longtime mem-
ber of the Cranford Flood Advisory
Committee, the Community Center
Construction Evaluation Committee
and the Citizen’s Budget Advisory
Committee.

He earned an associate’s degree from
Union County College and a bachelor’s
of arts degree in political science from
Rutgers University. He lives on Belmont
Avenue with his wife, Cindy (nee
Hummel) and their four children, Tom,
Erin, Katie and Dan.

Patrick Giblin (D)
Patrick and his wife Tara have three

young children in the Cranford School
system. On the local level, Mr. Giblin
has served on the Cranford Clean
Communities Committee and the
Cranford Citizen Finance Strategy
Team. He has been a coach with
Cranford Baseball and Cranford Soc-
cer Club’s youth teams and currently
serves as a den leader with Cranford
Pack 103. He is also active in the
Cranford Jaycees, serving as presi-
dent last year. In his professional life,
Mr. Giblin is a vice-president at a
financial services firm. He holds the
certified financial planner designa-
tion. He has a bachelor of science
degree in finance from Villanova
University, and an MBA from
Fordham University’s Graduate
School of Business Administration.

Jon Bramnick
Minority Leader State Assembly

2015 Guardian Award

of Small Business

Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield, NJ 07090

The Award is presented to a New Jersey
legislator who protects and supports our small
businesses. Bramnick had a 100% vote record

supporting local small businesses.

Winner

the Cranford Honorary PBA, presi-
dent of the Cranford Senior Housing
since 2009, a board member of
Cranford Cares for Kids, director and
treasurer of Raphael’s Life House,
and a MDA Telethon volunteer on
Labor Day in Bergen County.

For over 20 years, she helped fix
the lights and decorated Christmas
trees in the downtown area.

Summit Mayor and Council

Nora Radest (D)Ellen Dickson (R) Richard Sun (D)

For Mayor, 4 years: Ellen Dickson (R) and Nora Radest (D)

For Mayor of Summit

For at-large Summit Council

Nora Radest (D)
Nora Radest has been an active

volunteer in Summit for over 25 years.
After moving to Summit in 1989 she
quickly became involved in PTO ac-
tivities ultimately serving on the PTA/
PTO legislative committee. In 1996,
Ms. Radest was a founding member
of Speak Up Summit, an advocacy
group for the Summit public schools,
and served as president for three years
until stepping down in 2001. Nora
was a member of the board of educa-
tion from 2001-2006 and was presi-
dent of the board in the 2003-2004
academic year. In that year, the board
of education approved the $23 mil-
lion renovation and expansion of
Summit High School. Ms. Radest
joined the board of trustees of the

Ellen Dickson (R)
Ellen Dickson is the 29th elected

Mayor of Summit and the second
woman to hold the position. Before
being elected as mayor, Ms. Dickson
served two terms on Summit’s Com-
mon Council and as president in 2009.
As Mayor, Ms. Dickson heads the
Summit police department with a
resolute commitment to keeping
Summit neighborhoods safe. She also
serves on the planning board and
board of school estimate. She ap-
points members of the school board
and environmental commission as
well as other city committee posi-
tions. Ms. Dickson is focused on en-
couraging smart development and
continually looking to implement
initiatives to promote and highlight
Summit’s rich cultural history. Her
priority to “Think Local First” is help-
ing Summit’s downtown businesses
to continue to grow and thrive. Ms.
Dickson holds a masters in business
administration from Babson College
and an undergraduate degree from
the University of Massachusetts in
Boston. She and her husband, Chip,
raised three children, all of them
graduating from the Summit public
schools system.

Summit Educational Foundation in
2007 and served as president for three
years. Along with a group of dedi-
cated volunteers, she spearheaded the
establishment of an endowment fund
for SEF. This was and still is one of
the few public school endowments in
the state. Ms. Radest currently serves
on the boards of The Connection and
the PEP Foundation and is a member
of the Connecticut College Parents
Council. She graduated with a bach-
elor of arts degree from Bowdoin
College and received a law degre
from Fordham Law School. She prac-
ticed law in the area of commercial
real estate until her son, Jes Taylor,
was born in 1986. Ms. Rades lives in
Summit with her husband, Rob, and
daughter, Emma. Jes resides in
Hoboken.

Richard Sun is a graduate of Wash-
ington School, Summit Middle
School and the Union County Mag-
net High School. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in economics with
honors from Columbia University.
At Columbia, he was elected to the
university senate, named a Rhodes
Scholar finalist and served as a White
House intern.

While in high school, he was ap-
pointed by the common council to
the recycling advisory committee,
where he co-founded the Summit Free
Market. Mr. Sun is an Eagle Scout
and currently serves as an assistant
scoutmaster of Troop 67.  Profes-
sionally, he works with public and
private sector organizations to stream-
line costs and find innovative sources
of revenue.  At McKinsey & Com-
pany, he has focused on topics rel-
evant to Summit: public transit plan-
ning and funding, and pharmaceuti-
cal business development.

His parents grew up in China dur-
ing the Cultural Revolution and never
had the chance to attend high school.

Maria Loikith is a mother of two
children in the Cranford public
schools. Her husband, Mike, is the
owner of Jimmy Buff’s in Kenilworth.
She is a math teacher in Millburn
with 16 years of experience. Ms.
Loikith is an active member of the
PTA and serves as the chairperson of
the SchoolKidz committee. She is a
graduate of Rutgers College and
Rutgers School of Business with a
bachelor’s degree in marketing. She
also has a master’s degree in school
business administration from Kean
University.

Her desire to serve on the board
was inspired by an admiration of the
innovative nature of the faculty at
Cranford public schools. She feels
they are consistently collaborating
toward improving curriculum and in-
struction by seeking the most effec-
tive strategies available in education.
More information can be found at:
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
VoteMariaLoikith.

Maria Loikith
For Cranford Bd. of Education

William B. Hulse

For Cranford Bd. of Education
William Hulse grew up in Avon-

by-the-Sea in Monmouth County
between Asbury Park and Belmar.
He attended Ocean Township High
School and earned his bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice from the
University of Findlay in Ohio. After
college, he worked for the Borough
of Deal Police Department and at-
tended the New Jersey State Police
Training Academy in Sea Girt. In
2001, he met his wife and Cranford
native Michelle Charney, who con-
vinced Mr. Hulse to relocate to the
town in 2005. The couple has two
children: Christian, a seventh grader
at Hillside, and Julia, 10, a fifth grader
at Livingston. Since moving to
Cranford, Mr. Hulse has become in-
volved in both schools, most notably
as PTA president at Livingston Av-
enue School.

For Summit Council
 At Large (1), 2-yr. term
 Richard Sun-Dem
 Andy Smith -Rep

 First Ward (1), 3-yr. term
 B. David Naidu-Dem
 Albert Dill Jr.-Rep

 Second Ward (1), 3-yr. term
 Mary Ogden-Rep

For Cranford Bd. of Education
3 seats, 3-year terms; 1 seat, 1-year.

unexpired term
William Hulse, Maria Loikith
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Candidate Statement Al Mirabella

Candidate Statement Mohamed Jalloh

Candidate Statement Joanne Rajoppi
I would like to take this opportu-

nity to thank the residents of Union
County for their support for my pub-
lic service over the years. It has been
my privilege and honor to serve as
your county clerk. On Tuesday, No-
vember 3, I will be running for re-
election for my position as county
clerk and I am seeking your vote on
Election Day.

Many of you know of the county
clerk’s services through my Westfield
office at the Colleen Fraser Building
on North Avenue where we assist
customers with passport applications,
notaries, trade names and veteran ser-
vices and also provide voters with
Vote By Mail ballots. In addition to
these functions in the Elizabeth of-
fice, we also record land property
transactions.

Protecting and preserving the in-
tegrity of your homeowners’ prop-
erty records is my primary concern.
To that end, I recently introduced a
free Property Fraud Alert Notifica-
tion program to notify you of pos-
sible illegal action on your property.
You can learn more about the pro-
gram at www.ucnj.org/county-clerk.

Another important function my
office performs is election services. I
design the official machine ballot for
all 21 municipalities, provide Vote

By Mail ballots to those requesting
them, and send the sample ballots to
all registered voters. I also tally all
machine results on election night and
certify the election which includes
Vote By Mail results. Recounts and
challenges are also conducted by me.

Last year, I introduced a free mo-
bile election app called Union County
Votes for Apple and Android devices
which provides 15 election related
functions including directions to the
polls, real time unofficial results,
sample ballots, lists of candidates
and more. A full list of the services
we provide is available at our website
www.ucnj.org/county-clerk. You can
also check what I am doing on
Facebook at Joanne Rajoppi Politi-
cian.

I am a lifelong resident of Union
County and have made public ser-
vice my career serving the commu-
nity of Springfield as a board of edu-
cation member and later, mayor. I
served our state as the assistant secre-
tary of state and I had the privilege to
serve as a freeholder, chair of the
board.

Your support is very much appre-
ciated. Thank you for voting on No-
vember 3. The polls are open from 6
a.m. to 8 p.m. This year and every
year, your vote counts.

I am Mohamed Jalloh, the chair-
man of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and I am run-
ning on the Column B Democratic
team with my colleagues, Al
Mirabella, Bruce Bergen and our
County Clerk, Joanne Rajoppi.

I am a lifelong resident of Union
County who grew up in Roselle. I
obtained my law degree from Rutgers
University in Newark, and am a prac-
ticing attorney.

This year, I am proud to be part of
a freeholder team that has made key
investments in educational and eco-
nomic development initiatives.

We began by establishing a new
location for Union County College in
Rahway, while the college continued
to expand their campuses in Cranford
and Plainfield.

We also added “College Readiness
Now” courses to ensure our high
school juniors are prepared for col-
lege. We continued our Freeholder
Scholar Program, which offers schol-
arships to qualified teens.

We fully funded our vocational
technical schools, which were ranked
among the best in the nation.

We have also worked hard to place
our residents in new jobs.

The County’s Workforce Innova-
tion Center has partnered with 20
regional employees to fill nearly 500
new jobs, with hundreds more on the

way. In fact, county businesses have
worked to create nearly 1,000 new
positions that we are attempting to
fill.

It has all made a difference in our
quality of life as our schools rank
highly, and many of our towns con-
tinue to do so as well in national
polls.

I am proud of our record, and you
can count on us to continue to sup-
port these endeavors, and those who
need us most.

There is a great difference between
what Democrats and Republicans
believe:

We as Democrats believe that in-
vesting in our infrastructure is a ne-
cessity;

We believe that providing a quality
education to our children is a prior-
ity;

And we also believe that maintain-
ing the safety net is not a luxury as
Republicans do.

This November 3, you have our
pledge: the freeholder team on Col-
umn B will continue to make these
investments and keep Union County
as one of the best places to live in the
state.

Please support our team, Joanne
Rajoppi for County Clerk, and the
freeholder team of Al Mirabella,
Bruce Bergen, and myself, Mohamed
Jalloh.

Candidate Statement Bruce Bergen

My name is Al Mirabella, and I
was raised in Roselle Park. I live in
Fanwood with my wife, Phyllis, my
son, Alex, and daughter, Micayla. I
have a degree in economics from
Hobart College, and I proudly serve
as the township manager for Scotch
Plains.

I am running for re-election as
Union County freeholder on the Col-
umn B Democratic ticket with my
colleagues, Mohamed Jalloh and
Bruce Bergen, and our County Clerk,
Joanne Rajoppi.

Governing in these times requires
discipline and common sense.
Through prudent fiscal management,
the freeholder board has worked to
maintain fiscal stability and one of
the highest credit ratings possible. At
the same time, we have also made a
sustained push for shared services.

Over the past decade, the county
freeholder board has worked to cre-
ate invaluable shared services through
departments like public works, pub-
lic safety and human services that
have saved taxpayers—and munici-
palities millions.

Life saving innovations such as the
countywide EMS and county police
dispatch service are two great ex-
amples.

The EMS was created to fill in
countywide gaps in service and has

since experienced four years of
growth.

The program is not only self-sus-
taining but received a statewide award
from the department of health as New
Jersey’s “Outstanding EMS pro-
gram.”

The Union County police dispatch
program serves 11 governmental
agencies and the Robert Wood
Johnson Hospital. The dispatch ser-
vice is the only accredited training
program in the state and the seventh
in the nation to receive such distinc-
tion.

Other than a vague plan and some
cuts, we’re not quite sure what our
opponents stand for. And we’re not
quite sure how they will make a dif-
ference in our quality of life.

The Union County Democratic
Team on Column B is moving Union
County forward, investing in our com-
munities, helping our working fami-
lies and making our streets safer.

Because of our programs, we have
affordable education for children, we
have a strong transportation network,
and we have a high quality of life in
Union County. We’re on an upswing
and we can’t stop now.

On November 3, we believe the
choice is clear, Please support the
Union County Democratic Team on
Column B.

I am Bruce Bergen of Springfield,
and I am running for freeholder with
my Column B Democratic colleagues,
Al Mirabella, Mohamed Jalloh and
our County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi. I
was born and raised in Cranford. My
wife Jodi and I have been married for
more than 31 years with two grown
children, and live in Springfield. I am
an attorney with an office in Cranford.

I am proud to be part of a Union
County Democratic team that is mov-
ing forward with plans to continue to
improve our quality of life, help our
families, and rebuild our infrastruc-
ture and economy.

This past year, we initiated the In-
frastructure Grant program, which
awarded $1.5 million to all 21 mu-
nicipalities in Union County, to help
fund a wide variety of local improve-
ments aimed at spurring economic
development and growth. Our goal is
to provide an economic boost to our
municipalities in an area where state
assistance has been lapsing.

With our mayors and the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition, we are con-
tinuing to work toward a direct rail-
road connection to New York. Mak-
ing a complete one-seat ride sched-
ule available to riders will be a tre-
mendous benefit for all our residents,
increase property values and provide

easier access to New York. We are
also working together to support the
new Gateway Tunnel project, which
has garnered support from both states.

We’ve developed a series of initia-
tives to assist our working families.
And we are working hard to help our
seniors, more than 17,000 strong in
Union County, through programs
such as Senior Scholars, para-transit
rides, meals on wheels and the con-
gregate meal program.

Union County must continue to
head in a positive direction. Now,
more than ever, we need to follow a
plan that the Democratic freeholder
board has put in place.

It all boils down to two very basic
questions:

Who do you trust to stand up most
for the needs of working families and
residents?

Who has a demonstrated a plan
that will keep us going in the right
direction?

Democrats on Column B have put
programs into place that are helping
to make things better.

On November 3, if you ask which
team will best stand up for your needs,
I am confident you will answer the
Union County, Democratic Team on
Column B.

Candidate Statement Michael Petrucci
The record is clear, the choice is

clear. Keep Cranford moving in the
RIGHT direction. During the last two
years, the current Cranford Town-
ship Committee’s Republican lead-
ership has provided the lowest mu-
nicipal tax increase in Union County.
When combined, lower than when
the Democrats held control in 2013.
Infrastructure improvements have
been implemented, including an ag-
gressive road repaving plan, as well
as, other projects that have been re-
vived that address flood control and
town wide improvements.

In a recent debate, an inaccurate
statement was made in regards to
parking in our downtown as it is
related to an application submitted
by PSEG for improvements to their
location on South Avenue. It was
stated that we are losing 50 parking
spots as a result of the project. Where
this number came from is not known
as there are a currently a total of 38,
all of which are permit spots. When
construction is completed, there will
be a very minimal impact, if any, to
the total number of parking spots lost
on site. Meanwhile, steps to secure
spots in other areas for our commut-
ers have been taken.

It has also been stated that we will
be losing 26 parking spots as a result

of the, now underway, North Avenue
Pedestrian Safety Project. Once again,
this is not accurate. Due to construc-
tion, the lot and some street parking
have been closed. However, arrange-
ments have been made by the town-
ship committee to secure parking at
an unused lot next to the project and
has promoted the use of an
underutilized municipal lot. When
construction is completed, all but
approximately five spots will be re-
stored in an area that has been im-
proved for both aesthetics and, more
importantly, the safety of our com-
muters.

In addition, going back to having
an in house engineer will only move
Cranford backward to where we were
when we had that type of inefficient
structure of an engineering depart-
ment. A department that allowed im-
portant flood control projects to be
put on a shelf. One just needs to look
around today and see all the
PROGRESS that is being made.

If elected on November 3, I will
bring integrity, transparency, and a
27-year financial background to a
town that my family has called home
for the last 18 years. I strongly be-
lieve that the needs of the Cranford
residents must be a top priority of our
elected officials.

Candidate Statement Barbara Bilger
Cranford has been my home for

over 40 years. It’s where I’ve raised a
family and made lasting friendships.
It’s a town where people greet you on
the street and neighbors reach out to
help in times of trouble. I love this
town.

For as long as I’ve lived in Cranford,
I’ve been a community volunteer.
Whether working with St. Michael
Church, the Chamber of Commerce,
the VFW or a number of charitable
organizations, giving back to my com-
munity is important to me.

As a township commissioner, I am
proud of the record of progress of the
current committee and am privileged
to be a part of it. The experience I
bring from two previous terms, in-
cluding two years as mayor and as
deputy mayor, is invaluable.

So much has been accomplished,
but there is more work to be done. In
2014 the township committee went
from having an in-house engineering
staff to using an outside firm to over-
see the engineering projects in town.
The difference has been remarkable.
Things are getting done instead of
getting talked about. Our roads had
been neglected for over 20 years.
We’ve gone from 0.58 miles being
paved in 2013, to 10 miles over a two-

year period since the change in lead-
ership on the township committee.
Much needed flood projects that had
been ignored by previous adminis-
trations are back on the drawing
board. Why would anyone want to go
back to the old way of doing things
being supported by our opponents?

One of the things people keep
asking me as I knock on doors or
walk around the downtown, is Bar-
bara, why are you running again?
The answer is simple. Good things
are happening in Cranford and I
would like to be part of the team that
continues all of the progress being
made. Cranford is at a critical point.
Continue the progress or go back to
nothing getting done. I think the
choice is simple. The people we talk
to be pleased with what they see
happening in Cranford. Sometimes
there’s inconvenience during the
process, but the end result is a better,
more vibrant community. As a tax-
payer, I know that progress and
momentum are good for our town,
our property values and local busi-
ness. I ask for your support to keep
Cranford moving in the right direc-
tion. Please consider Michael
Petrucci and I on November 3 and
keep Cranford moving forward.

Candidate Ileen Bocchino Cuccaro

Candidate Statement Joe Sarno

In 1903 Garwood’s founding fa-
thers (AKA) the residents, envisioned
a town, an independent town sepa-
rate from our neighbors of Westfield
and Cranford. How ironic is it that we
have now come full circle and history
is repeating itself. The founding resi-
dents did not envision a bucket of
bureaucrats thinking they know more
than all of us

My purpose in running for council
is to bring the elected officials back
to the same playing field as the tax-
payers that have elected them….there
seems to be a handful deciding what
Garwood should be based on their
personal vision. It is about progress
not excess, it is about including the
people that are footing the bill for all
the decisions made behind closed
doors. It is time to open those doors
so the taxpayers can see what is go-
ing on in the back room. I decided to
run to be an advocate of the people
residing in Garwood, and the ones
whose voice has been stifled.

For all of the seniors that have been
taxed out of their home, for the tax-
payers that have had their private
property rights violated

To speak for the many that has not
been capable of speaking for them-
selves, or as we have seen most re-
cently with the firing of our DPW

super, knowing they can not fight city
hall, we spoke up but no one listened
so why bother?

To speak for the silent majorities
that are sick and tired, of being sick
and tired, of the status quo, and the
vitriolic rhetoric that gets regurgi-
tated every time someone speaks out.

And more importantly I am here
for my parents who are no longer
here to share this exciting time with
me; they are one of the silent majori-
ties that were forced to sell their home
in town when my mom passed away.

She once said to me “Ileen, you did
not start talking till you were 2, ever
since then, you have never shut up.”
I know she would say to me, take that
big mouth of yours and speak out for
the many where so few have been
heard.

One of the most important aspects
I bring to the table is my fiduciary
duty to represent my clients to the
best of my ability. I can promise you
one thing here and now, that I will
represent all of you in Garwood as
the most important client I will ever
have the honor to serve. I humbly ask
for your vote on November 3 to be
able to bring all sides to the table for
the better good of OUR town and to
be your advocate for change we can
all believe in.

It wasn’t too long ago when I was
standing along the back wall of bor-
ough hall with over 100 of my fellow
Garwood citizens at a council meet-
ing that still resonates months later. I
remember how hot and crowded it
was in that room that summer night
and also I remember the frustration,
the anguish, and the sense of hope-
lessness I felt that night. It was as if
no matter what was said at the micro-
phone before the mayor and council,
nothing was going to change their
minds. This was a done deal regard-
less of the many desperate pleas said
that night. As each of the five council
members who voted “Yes” read their
prepared statement, I remember look-
ing over at Fred Corbitt, our superin-
tendent of public works at the time,
and seeing the despaired look in his
face as he just lost his job. I knew that
night was not representative of the
Garwood of yesterday and it symbol-
ized the glaring lack of compassion
and hope that local government is

supposed to bring to its citizens.
Today I come before you as a bea-

con of hope and compassion, and a
symbol of good things to come in
Garwood. With your vote, I know
that my accounting experience will
be an asset in deciding our future
budget and will bring the fiscal re-
sponsibility lacking with our current
council. I understand the importance
of listening, and how council mem-
bers are supposed to be representa-
tives of the people they serve, not the
contrary. Like so many of you, I had
a humble upbringing where my par-
ents taught me the value of being
modest and that respect is earned not
given.

Please support my running mate
Ileen Bocchino-Cuccaro and me
Tuesday, November 3 for we know
that if we were to serve you, it would
be such an honor, and that together,
we will once again make Garwood a
“Small Town with a Big Heart.”

Candidate Statement Bill Nierstedt

Candidate Statement Carol Kearney

I am Bill Nierstedt, and I am run-
ning for re-election to the Garwood
Borough Council with Carol Kearney.
My wife, Maria, and I have been
involved in Garwood since our chil-
dren started school 25 years ago.
From pre-school mothers to the PTA,
Garwood Boy Scout Troop 75, coach-
ing soccer, serving as the first Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood presi-
dent, being elected to the board of
education, writing the borough mas-
ter plan and zoning ordinance, serv-
ing on the planning board, the library
board, and now borough vouncil, my
family has dedicated many hours of
public service to Garwood.

I want to continue to give those
hours to the people of Garwood. In
all those years, our Republican op-
position has served Garwood on
one board, for three years. Should
community service really start on
council? Or would you prefer a team
that has proven experience, hard
work, and dedication to our com-
munity?

I am proud of Garwood; I want to
continue to improve the place in which
we live. With all the negative, mis-
leading, half-truth spins from the new
Garwood Republican Party, it is im-
portant Garwood residents know the
truth. The shared services vote with
Fanwood was difficult, but fiscally
responsible, in an effort to save money

as so many taxpayers have urged us
to do. The borough saves $70,000
through administrative cost savings,
with no loss of services. The same
seven DPW employees work for
Garwood. Garwood is able to utilize
Fanwood’s equipment, if needed. If
Fanwood’s equipment breaks,
Fanwood is responsible. Recycling is
not discussed in the agreement; it
will not change.

Carol Kearney and I support rede-
velopment of the Casale/Petro and
Paperboard properties into a smart
mixed-use development that will
clean the site, produce more ratables
than the current, provide public park-
ing, improve our downtown, add tran-
sit stops, and add highly desirable
housing.

I am running for re-election be-
cause I believe that Garwood has had
a great past, and with the Democratic
Party in office, will have an even
greater future. The Republican Party
is negative on Garwood, without a
plan. Nowhere else in America are
Republicans supporting unnecessary
big government as well as opposing
redevelopment that brings commu-
nities increased taxes, economic ac-
tivity, and jobs. Be wary—they op-
pose anything for political gain; not
Garwood’s gain. Vote Garwood First.
Vote Column B for Kearney-
Nierstedt.

What do you look for in a council
representative? Do you want some-
one with experience getting the job
done? Do you want an independent
thinker? Do you want someone who
has a plan for the future of Garwood?
If you answered yes to these ques-
tions, then I ask that you please vote
Column B Kearney-Nierstedt on
November 3.

I am proud to be the one that had a
vision for and brought to life the
Garwood Rocks street fair for the
past two years. This event brought

the Garwood community back to-
gether and I will continue this on
Council. This event takes six months
to plan, which involves working with
all of the borough’s department heads.
Additionally, I have worked tirelessly
to revive our chamber of commerce,
which now has over 40 businesses. I
have the experience and work ethic
to get any job done for the citizens of
Garwood.

As someone who has previously
run as a Republican and now comes
before you as a Democrat, I can attest
that I am an independent thinker and
will put Garwood first always before
any party label. I ran last year without
the support of the new Republican
chairman and came within a handful
votes of winning. The Republican
Party left me, but I am proud to now
work as part of real team: the Garwood
Democratic Party, which respects dif-
ferent opinions and works together
for the betterment of the borough we
all love.

My running mate, Bill Nierstedt,
and I have a clear plan for Garwood’s
future: SMART development. Let’s
support property owners to turn
underutilized industrial buildings into
beautiful, mixed-used properties that
will add transit service and create a
real downtown. This will generate
more tax revenue, which will soften
the tax burden on homeowners.

Please vote Column B Kearney-
Nierstedt on November 3 to ensure
you elect experienced, hard-work-
ing, and independent-thinking coun-
cil people with a vision for an even
better Garwood for us all.

Photo courtesy of Mayor Charles Lombardo of Garwood
SHARED SERVICE...Fanwood DPW Superintendent Clint Dicksen with fore-
man Tony DelMonte and Garwood DPW worker Pete Bongiovanni inspect
winterizing of the sprinkler system at the Garwood Sports & Recreation Com-
plex.

Use Boolean Logic

Sales@goleader.com

(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

In Print and On the Net

The Best Minds Do



Page 16  Thursday, October 29, 2015 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Take the fear out of being close to your customers

sales@goleader.com (908) 232-4407 The Westfield Leader

Candidate Statement Dan Ortolani

Candidate Kim Palmieri-Mouded

Candidate Statement Mark LoGrippo

Candidate Statement Mauro Wolfe

Since my wife Reyna and I moved
here 11 years ago, we have been
involved in community service.
Through my volunteering efforts in
Cub Scouts and fund-raising pursuits
as a musician, I have been fortunate
enough to meet so many first ward
families who have become dear
friends.

We love living in Westfield and rais-
ing our family here. And I am running
for town council because I believe I
can help to make it even better.

As a senior executive responsible
for customer service at Information
Builders, my duties include man-
agement of financial matters for my
global organization. This experience
well qualifies me for the important
town council work of managing the
town’s finances. But the prime focus
of my work is customer service, and
it is that experience, the satisfaction
I derive and my customers derive
from this aspect of my work that
most motivates me to run for town
council. I see community service as
customer service applied to local
government. Here in Westfield, we
need to treat citizens like they are
important, like they are customers

who are directly responsible for al-
lowing us to be in our positions on
the town council.

That means being accessible to resi-
dents. It means being responsive to
their neighborhood issues. And, when
residents’ concerns press outside of
the town boundaries, as with issues
like transit infrastructure moderniza-
tion, it means pushing town council
to stretch and use its influence to
represent Westfield’s interests with
state and congressional leaders, many
of whom are based here in town.

As a councilman, I will ensure that
communication with residents is open
and frequent.

As a councilman, I will drive tech-
nology innovation that will make
Westfield’s web and social media
presence a powerful vehicle for both
promoting the town and improving
service to our citizens.

As a councilman, I will make critical
pedestrian safety issues a top priority.

I do not seek this office out of
political obligation nor ambition. I
see this as my next major community
service contribution to Westfield and
ask first ward voters for their support
on November 3.

Months ago, I decided to run for
office with Jordan Hyman because I
believed that Mountainside educa-
tion could be better. I believed the
board would benefit from additional
legal acumen and skills of a partner
of a top international law firm with
deep connections in New Jersey, and
the talents of a sophisticated media
and public relations expert from the
Wall Street Journal. I believed that
our leadership and combined net-
works of friends and contacts could
benefit the school system and our
community. I believed that we had
fresh ideas, energy and know-how to
get things done. I believed that then,
and I am absolutely convinced of that
today.

From the start, our joint campaign
focused on ideas and a vision of what
education could be in Mountainside.
What did the incumbents say about
their visions of education for
Mountainside? Nothing.

Over the past months, we wrote
numerous public articles on our views
on education. What did the opposi-
tion publish? Nothing.

Over the past months, we created a
campaign Facebook page and website
so that voters could see our views on
education and interact with us. What
did the opposition do? Nothing.

We developed a joint campaign
video to demonstrate the quality of
our talent, how we were different,

excited, and engaged about educa-
tion. What did the opposition do?
Nothing.

This election is not about how well
the board gets along with each other,
or about the personalities of the can-
didates, as the incumbents would have
you think. These issues are not im-
portant to what matters.

What matters in this election is
making our K-8 better than a rank-
ing of 216 and measuring student
achievement. This election is about
ensuring a reasonable send/receive
contract and securing the right high
school for our kids. This election
is about uniting all the resources in
the community for a single, coor-
dinated purpose – increasing or
maintaining high student achieve-
ment, and recognizing the impor-
tance of great teachers for that
purpose.

If you are happy where things are,
then do Nothing.

If you think we can do better, as we
do, then vote for Mauro Wolfe and
Jordan Hyman on November 3.

Mauro M. Wolfe is a candidate for
Mountainside Board of Education.
His campaign video can be seen at:
https://vimeo.com/142435042. A full
bio and more information can be
found at his Strong Schools, Strong
Town page on Facebook.
www.schooldigger.com/go/NJ/
schools/1104005588/school.aspx.

I am honored and thankful for hav-
ing had the opportunity to serve
Westfield residents as a third ward
councilman. With your support on
Election Day, I look forward to con-
tinuing that service.

I would like to thank my amazing
wife Maria and our two beautiful
children, Francesco and Gemma, for
all of your support. You inspire me
every day to serve our neighbors hon-
estly, humbly, and tenaciously.
Thanks also to our many good friends
and neighbors for your unwavering
support. Governing effectively is a
team effort, and together with my
family you have been a vital part of
my team.

Westfield residents are understand-
ably proud of their town, and they
want to keep it strong and prosper-
ous. If I am privileged to be re-elected,
I will continue my efforts to keep
Westfield safe, attractive, and finan-
cially secure.

I believe that I am the better candi-
date to represent the third ward. I
have a record of making myself avail-
able to residents, listening to their
concerns, and offering solutions to
problems. I have effectively commu-
nicated with residents in both good
times and bad, such as after
Superstorm Sandy, and have engaged
in an open and honest dialogue with
the mayor, my fellow council mem-

bers, and other Westfield officials to
ensure that we all are working to-
gether to keep our town among the
best in the state. I am committed to
keeping Westfield’s finances secure,
and to control spending so that our
seniors and working families can af-
ford to stay in our community.

Most importantly, I have delivered
results. As an active member of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, I helped
bring to Westfield 18 direct trains
into and out of Manhattan each week-
day. I also delivered more road im-
provements; better public safety; new
police, fire and public works equip-
ment; tree preservation; and a AAA
credit rating.

In recently awarding its AAA rat-
ing, Standard and Poor’s noted
Westfield’s strong management and
budgetary performance; good finan-
cial policies, practices and operat-
ing surplus; very strong budgetary
flexibility and liquidity; and strong
debt and contingent liability posi-
tion. High credit ratings lead di-
rectly to lower interest rates on debt,
and lower taxes.

I look forward to continue utiliz-
ing my 25 years of business experi-
ence, my MBA, and my love for this
town to make Westfield even better.
I have done my best to earn your
vote, and I ask you for it on Tuesday,
November 3.

Rather than using this final state-
ment to reiterate my platform as a
candidate, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to write simply as a fellow
concerned resident of Westfield. I’d
also like to share with you some of
the insight that I have gained during
this campaign and express the
thoughts and opinions of the great
people of the fourth ward in the form
of some questions below.

There is no doubt that Westfield is
a wonderful place to live. However,
wouldn’t it be better if the town coun-
cil was represented by members of
both political parties to enhance the
democratic process and foster intelli-
gent and informed discourse on policy
matters relevant to the residents of
our Town? Can you imagine our town
council as a forum where residents
could express their concerns to mem-
bers and instead of receiving a canned
response, have a member follow-up
on the concern perhaps by a phone
call or an in-person meeting? Can
you imagine a town council member
who is eager and hardworking and
ready to discuss and address any is-

sue or initiative that could help im-
prove the quality of life for all
Westfield residents? Can you imag-
ine a town council member who is
young, energetic, and excited about
the prospect of helping make life
better for many of the young resi-
dents of Westfield, while also being
compassionate and understanding the
needs and concerns of our older resi-
dents?

Fortunately, there is no need to
imagine if such a candidate exists
because I am such a candidate for
town council. I am committed to
bringing a new perspective and fresh
ideas to town council. Based on my
extensive contact during this cam-
paign with the wonderful people of
Westfield’s fourth ward, it seems that
the questions I posed are the ones that
are most pressing when considering
which candidate to choose to be the
representative of the fourth ward on
town council. Accordingly, I ask you
to consider my candidacy on Elec-
tion Day. It would be my sincere
honor and great privilege to stand for
the people of the fourth ward.

Candidate Statement Doug Stokes

 

Paid for by LoGrippo for Council, Jennifer Czarnecki, Treasurer. 
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VOTE TUESDAY NOV. 3

MARK

Candidate Marty Rothfelder
I love living in Westfield. I am

grateful for the supportive commu-
nity that makes so many opportuni-
ties possible. My three children were
enriched by growing up here. Be-
cause I ran my law firm in town, I
know Westfield is conducive to busi-
ness.

But I also know that we must face
some important challenges. And I
have a passion to tackle them.

One key commitment I make is to
advocate, unwaveringly, for new rail
tunnels, rail infrastructure, and peak
hour one-seat rides to Manhattan.
Christie Republicans failed us when
we needed that advocacy. They de-
clined to support the ARC tunnel
when Christie threatened to kill the
project. With Christie still in power,
will they abandon or trim their advo-
cacy for Westfield again?

We need new approaches to pedes-
trian and bicycle safety. There have
been too many fatalities and injuries
to be satisfied that we’ve done all that
we can.

Comprehensive tree policies are
needed, beyond the recently passed
ordinance pertaining to trees cut down
on private property in anticipation of
or connected to construction projects.
We need to use available county funds
and free programs. When the town
itself engages in a project, it should
conserve trees. That has not always

been the case, as when the town re-
cently felled trees on South Avenue.

Financial matters should be dis-
cussed in the open, contrary to the
council’s finance committee’s prac-
tice. Operating behind closed doors,
it failed to explore in public whether
to use part of the town’s growing $6.5
million surplus to avoid tax increases.
Their budget raised taxes by half
million dollars – without public dis-
cussion and press coverage about
avoiding tax increases by using some
surplus, which grew by $2 million
last year.

Westfield must use more 21st cen-
tury technology to promote the town
and improve communication between
residents and town government.

My background equips me to tackle
these challenges. As an attorney, I
focus on utility law. I ran a law firm,
served as president of my congrega-
tion (the Unitarian Church in Sum-
mit) during a $3 million construction
project, served as a volunteer in count-
less children’s programs, worked on
billion-dollar utility infrastructure
projects, and raised funds for the
dispossessed both locally, and inter-
nationally.

I’m ready to work on these chal-
lenges and move Westfield forward. I
ask for the opportunity to serve you
and for your vote on Tuesday, No-
vember 3.

Westfield is a great place and that is
by no accident. Informed residents
elect leaders that take action and are
passionate about the town. I am that
leader. For 13 years my family and I
have “Taken Pride in Westfield” and
I will continue to do so as your next
councilman. I ask for your vote on
November 3.

Westfield Matters. I know this be-
cause I have been pro-active in cam-
paigning for a seat on Westfield’s
town council since last June. I have
been walking door-to-door meeting
neighbors and hearing about their
experiences, stories and concerns. I
have attended town council meetings
to further understand our local gov-
ernment beyond the skills I have
honed by running the library as its
president for the last six years. I am
not afraid to offer new ideas or pro-
pose innovative solutions. I am a car-
ing voice that takes action.

Experience matters. My experi-
ences on the board of trustees have
improved my leadership skills.
Through open communication, im-
proving technology, fiscal responsi-
bility and valuing partnerships/ser-
vices, I have worked with constitu-
ents to make our library a welcoming
environment to meet the needs of the
community it serves now and in the

future. The leadership qualities I have
demonstrated over the years are nec-
essary of a town council representa-
tive.

As your councilman, I will con-
tinue to “Keep Westfield Great” by:
reviewing zoning laws and town code
to ensure Westfield maintains its char-
acter we have come to expect, advo-
cate for realistic solutions for more
direct trains, streamline the depart-
ment of public works through online
access to expedite resident concerns
as well as look into alternate side of
the street parking during snowstorms
to ease snow removal, promote shared
services, take advantage of county/
state grants to alleviate the tax bur-
den, and keep pedestrian and traffic
safety a priority for all Westfielders.

Westfield Matters. My wife and I
have taught our four children to “Take
Pride in Westfield.” We have collec-
tively volunteered thousands of hours
through Eagle Scout projects to im-
prove Tamaques Park and the Com-
munity Center, PTO, church, 4-H,
Girl Scouts, animal shelters and clubs
to improve our great community.

I care about keeping Westfield
great. I am humbled at the opportu-
nity to do so. I thank you for your
support on November 3. Westfield
matters.

Reading Is Good
For You

www.goleader.com/
subscribe
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EELECT

CCAROL KEARNEY
BILL NIERSTEDT

FOR GARWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL

Elect Kearney & Nierstedt
to Garwood Council

VOTE DEMOCRATIC – TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD
Paid for by Kearney and Nierstedt for Council, 409 Locust Ave., Garwood, NJ 07027

� SENSIBLE
� MIXED USE
� AFFORDABLE
� RATABLE
� TRANSIT VILLAGE 

MINDED

PUTTING GARWOOD FIRST

SUPPORT 
SMART

DEVELOPMENT

Garwood Council Candidates, Two Seats, each 3-year terms
William Nierstedt (D), Carol Kearney (D),  Ileen Cuccaro (R), Joseph Sarno (R)

William Nierstedt (D) Carol Kearney (D) Ileen Cuccaro (R) Joseph Sarno (R)

Ileen Bocchino Cuccaro
Ileen Bocchino Cuccaro has re-

sided in Garwood for nearly 50 years,
where she raised her son, Eric Meyer.
As a businesswoman serving the
Garwood community, she has a an
insight into why people choose to sell
their homes in Garwood and why
new residents continue to come here.
Ms. Cuccaro is a realtor for Coldwell
Banker, having sold scores of homes
in the community. She attended Union
County College where she studied
urban studies and creative writing.

Joseph R. Sarno III
Joseph R. Sarno III is a lifelong

New Jersey resident. He attended
Albright College in Reading, Pa., and
graduated cum laude with a degree in
accounting and political science. In
college, he also ran cross-country
and track. He currently works at
SS&C GlobeOP in Cranford as a
senior accountant and has over nine
years of accounting and analytical
experience in the alternative invest-
ment world. His service has assured
that investors are protected from se-
curities fraud, embezzlement, and
other forms of theft.

William Nierstedt
A 25-year borough resident, Wil-

liam Nierstedt is completing his
first term on the Garwood Bor-
ough Council. He is married to
Maria Casella Nierstedt and they
have two adult children. He holds
a master of city and regional plan-
ning degree from Rutgers Univer-
sity and a bachelor of science in
environmental planning and design
from Rutgers. He is licensed pro-
fessional planner.

He is the director of planning for
the City of Plainfield.

Locally, he has been active with
the Garwood PTA, serves on the
Garwood Planning Board,  is
Church of St. Anne, trustee, been
committee chairman for 10 years
with Boy Scout Troop 75, served
15 years on the Garwood Shade
Tree Commission, five years
Garwood Board of Education, three
years as a Garwood Recreation
Soccer Coach, two years as Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood in-
cluding as its first chairman and
designer of the Georgiana Gurrieri
Memorial Park.

He is the principal author of the
Garwood Land Use Ordinance as a
member of the Technical Advisory
Committee and a member of the Tran-
sit Friendly Development Team since
2010.

Carol Kearney
Carol Kearney is the owner of

Unique Cruise and Travel in
Garwood, worked as a real estate
agent for 20 years and was a legal
assistant in defense litigation and real
estate law. She was a coordinator for
soccer and Little League in the Town-
ship of Union and was a fundraising
volunteer for Oratory Prep in Sum-
mit.

She is a graduate of Katharine
Gibbs Business School, Barringer
High School and attended Union
County College.

Amanda Langston

Garwood BOE
(3 seats, 3-yr., one candidate)

Amanda Langston
Amanda Langston and her hus-

band Jim have been Garwood
homeowners since 2000. The mother
of twin 10-year old boys Ian and
Ryan, Ms. Langston firmly believes
in the value of public education and
serving the needs of all students, re-
gardless of their abilities or unique
challenges. Ian is currently a fifth
grader at Lincoln School while Ryan
is a child with Down Syndrome who
attends ECLC in Chatham.

Ms. Langston earned a bachelor’s
degree in English from the Univer-
sity of North Texas. After a career in
corporate sales, Ms. Langston chose
to be a stay-at-home mom. She was
an All-American swimmer in high
school and college and is a strong
supporter of scholastic sports.

A board member since 2012, Ms.
Langston is committed to keeping
the Garwood school district com-
petitive with neighboring towns
through continuously improving the
school districts technology and en-
suring all students are well prepared
and exceed core curriculum stan-
dards.

She has been passionate about the
strict enforcement of anti-bullying
regulations, student privacy and
school safety. She currently serves
on the board of education’s buildings
and grounds, finance and technology
committees. She also is an active
member of the New Jersey School
Boards Association (NJSBA).

Board of Education Kate Motz
Kate Motz was appointed to the

Mountainside Board of Education in
2011 to fill a vacated position. She
was re-elected for an additional three-
year term in 2012 and currently serves
on several committees including: the
curriculum, community outreach and
alternative funding committees. Ms.
Motz received her BSBA and MBA
and had a successful career as a fi-
nancial advisor with Merrill Lynch in
California. She later attended The
Institute for Integrative Nutrition
while raising a young family and
graduated in 2012. Ms. Motz is an
Integrative Nutrition Practitioner and
owner of Integrative Wellness Advi-
sors in Summit. She serves on the
Boards of The Mountainside Softball
Association, The Mountainside Li-
brary, The Mountainside Newcom-
ers and volunteers with the
Mountainside PTA. Ms. Motz and
her husband, Barry, along with their
three children have lived in
Mountainside for the past eight years.

Mauro Wolfe
Mauro Wolfe has been a resident

of Mountainside since 2006. Mr.
Wolfe has an undergraduate degree
in Business Administration from In-
diana University of Pennsylvania and
is a graduate of Temple University
Law School.

He is a Partner of an international
law firm in New York City where he
specializes in complex civil and ad-
ministrative litigation and internal
corporate investigations. He has
worked for the district attorney’s
office in Philadelphia, the U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange Commission
and is a former federal prosecutor
in New Jersey, where he worked in
the criminal division, major frauds
unit.

Mr. Wolfe has negotiated and re-
solved difficult matters for clients
worldwide that involve complex
laws and regulations. Understand-
ing difficult problems and helping
to resolve them is one of his
strengths.

Jordan Hyman
Jordan Hyman has 15 years in the

media industry as a reporter and re-
cently heading media sales teams at
Time Inc, Bloomberg and currently
The Wall Street Journal. Mr. Hyman
leads a team of 10 at the Wall Street
Journal for global sales. He previ-
ously ran the custom content sales
team at Bloomberg—a team he helped
start in 2010. He has been part of
several boards including his current
role on the Penn State Hope Gala
Advisory Board. He is a 1999 Penn
State journalism grad. Mr. Hyman is
a 1995 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and has
coached PAL soccer, indoor and travel
soccer, MYB baseball, T-ball and rec
basketball in Mountainside. Jordan
is also involved with the Adventure
Guides program for dads and daugh-
ters and now with Pack 177 Boy
Scouts. He has volunteered in the
schools with his kids’ classes, ran the
Cop Trot and attended many New-
comers Club events over the years.

Mountainside Mayor and Council Candidates (R)
Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Robert Messler and Wendy Fech-Caccamo; uncontested

Paul Mirabelli (R), Mayor Robert Messler (R) Wendy Fech-Caccamo (R)

Mountainside Board of Education Candidates
(Two seats, each 3-year terms); Katie Motz, Mauro M. Wolfe, Jordan Hyman, Jeane Parker
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Colleen Mahr Jack Molenaar

Borough of Fanwood Mayor and Council Candidates (D)
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Jack Molenaar and Erin McElroy-Barker (uncontested)

Erin McElroy-Barker

Colleen Mahr (D)
Beginning her career in public ser-

vice as mayoral aide in Jersey City,
Colleen Mahr rose through the ranks
to earn the post of Jersey City’s assis-
tant director of housing and economic
development.

Ms. Mahr has been Fanwood mayor
since 2004. Her initial election was a
referendum on downtown redevel-
opment and her platform to work
with the local property owners and
not apply eminent domain. A decade
later, Fanwood was selected to re-
ceive the 2014 New Jersey Smart
Growth Award for its efforts and has
been highlighted in numerous publi-
cations.

Ms. Mahr currently leads a  coali-
tion of mayors working with the
Raritan Valley Rail Line coalition to
secure direct rail service to Manhat-
tan. Ms. Mahr also focuses on im-
provements to the town’s infrastruc-
ture by supporting an aggressive an-
nual road improvement schedule and
securing a deal with American Water
company to replace many of
Fanwood’s aging water mains. Focus
has also been given on expanding
recreational opportunities, funding im-
provements into the parks as well as
an supporting cultural opportunities.

Ms. Mahr serves as an executive
board member of the New Jersey
League of Municipalities (NJLM) and
chairwoman of the NJLM legislative
committee. She is a member of the

Mayor’s Against Illegal Guns Coali-
tion, board of directors of the Irish
Network New Jersey, sat on the
governor’s Local Government Eth-
ics Task Force and lends herself to
numerous county wide charities.  She
is a past president and legislative com-
mittee chairwoman for the New Jer-
sey Conference of Mayors.

In 2015, Ms. Mahr was recruited
by the private sector and currently
serves as director of business devel-
opment for DMR Architects in
Hasbrouck Heights. She is mother of
three boys, Liam, Daniel and Colin.

Jack Molenaar (D)
As a second-term councilman, Jack

Molenaar has focused on the rede-
velopment of the downtown, trans-
portation improvements to the roads,
sidewalks, parking lots and pedes-
trian system. He previously served
on the planning board and recreation
commission.

He has more than 27 years of expe-
rience in transportation planning,
transit operations, pedestrian and bi-
cycle design, parking management
and community outreach. In addi-
tion, he has implemented a variety of
transportation improvements at the
university, state, county, and munici-
pal levels and has also served on
many local volunteer committees at
the municipal level, as well as for
regional non-profits.

He has been the director of trans-

portation services at Rutgers Univer-
sity in New Brunswick and Newark
since 2005.

Erin McElroy-Barker (D)
Erin McElroy-Barker has lived in

Fanwood for 12 years having moved
from Montclair. She and her hus-
band, Doug, have two boys, ages 9
and 12, both of whom go to public
school.

The candidate has over 15 years
experience in social work, ranging
from clinical work with children,
adolescents and families to program
development, planning and manage-
ment. She currently works with cys-
tic fibrosis patients and their families
at Rutgers/Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School.

Her community work includes join-
ing the Jesuit Volunteer Corps for a
year after college. After graduate
school, she went to Africa for six
months to live and work in an or-
phanage for children with AIDS. Af-
ter that, she came home with more of
a passion for working with people
with chronic disease and eventually
landed in work with people with cys-
tic fibrosis.

She is an active member of the PTA
and is involved in the school sports.
The family belongs to the Parish of
St. Helen in Westfield and have been
involved occasionally in specific
charitable causes the church is in-
volved in.
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MARTINI-TO-SHIRK, GAGUM INT, PIERRE TD RETURN

Westfield Air Attack Downs
No. Hunterdon Gridders, 45-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unlike the grueling ground game
inflicted upon Immaculata in its 34-6
victory, the Westfield High School
football team took another route,
through the air, to subdue North
Hunterdon at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 24. Headed by

junior quarterback Phil Martini, who
completed 14 of 20 passes for 216
yards in the first half, the 6-0 Blue
Devils seized a 38-6 lead then added
a rushing touchdown early in the sec-
ond half to claim a 45-6 victory.

Last week in a battle of unbeaten
teams, tailback Jack Curry rumbled
218 yards and accumulated four

touchdowns, but this time, Martini
completed passes to four different
receivers, but his favorite seemed to
be junior Jack Shirk, who had nine
receptions for 125 yards, including a
five-yard TD reception, all in the first
half. Several of Shirk’s receptions
were spectacular.

MORGAN, McDEVITT SCORE; BOND, FRONTERO ASST.

Blue Devils Jump Cougars, 2-0
In UCT Girls Soccer Semifinal

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rubber match superiority went in
favor of the third-seeded Westfield
High School soccer girls as they got a
quick jump on the second-seeded
Cougars in the first half then with-
stood a furious and consistent attack
to claim a 2-0 victory in the Union

County Tournament (UCT) semifi-
nal round at AL Johnson High School
in Clark on October 25. The 10-3-2
Blue Devils will take on the defend-
ing champion Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, who crunched Oak Knoll, 6-
0, in the championship game to be at
Kean University on Saturday, Octo-
ber 31, at 7 p.m.

In the first regular season game, the
12-3 Cougars defeated the Blue Dev-
ils but Westfield came back a few
days later with a 2-1 victory to set up
the rubber match. In the semifinal
round, the Blue Devils went on the
attack immediately and scored with
less than four minutes off the clock

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACTION NEAR THE GOAL...Cranford Cougars Maya Lawler, No. 3, and Moya Plant, No. 17, trie to guard the goal while
Blue Devil Ashley Gigon, No. 23, tries to position herself in the Union County Semifinal game at AL Johnson in Clark.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUMBLING DOWNFIELD...Blue Devil defensive tackle Jeff Gagum, No. 41, rumbles downfield after making an
interception against the North Hunterdon Lions at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 24. Westfield won 45-6.

more photos at www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

See Devils Den
On page 26
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By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood var-
sity boys’ soccer team pulled off a
near miracle in defeating Summit on
October 23 in the semifinals of the
Union County Tournament held at
Nolan Field in Clark. Ari Rowenzweig
scored on the sixth penalty kick after
a 1-1 tie in regulation to advance the
Raiders to the championship game
against Elizabeth, which edged
Westfield in double overtime in the
other semifinal.

Not once but twice did the Raiders
pull themselves away from the brink
of seemingly certain defeat before
clawing their way to victory. Despite
dominating the first half in terms of
possession and shot attempts the Raid-
ers had nothing to show for it in a
scoreless tie heading into the break.
But the frustration turned to urgency
when Summit stunned the top-seeded
four-time county champs with a goal
early in the second half that put them
firmly in the driver’s seat.

“I don’t ever remember this team
having to fight so hard for a victory,”
said Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky. “We must
have out-shot them 30 to 5. It sure
seemed that way. This group of play-
ers is very resilient. We practice pen-
alty kicks for a month before the
season starts so they are prepared for
it when it comes down to it.”

Just moments earlier, it seemed that
the Raiders were doomed to be de-
feated as Summit clung stubbornly to a
1-0 lead forged when Jafeth Reyes
scored on an assist by Darryl Martin at
the 50th minute. The situation grew
even more dire as the Hilltoppers con-

tinued to fend off several Raider efforts
to tie the game and Alex Dadourian
appeared impregnable in net. As the
clock ticked ever downward inside of
the final two minutes there appeared to
be no magic that could save the Raiders
from a major upset.

But with just seconds left in regula-
tion, Summit got called for a
takedown, which sent Rowenzweig
in for a direct kick. Rowenzweig
calmly drove home a kick past the
outstretched arms of Summit
goaltender to tie the game.

“We threw four forward,” said
Rowenzweig of the events leading up
to the penalty. “Somehow the ball
came to McManus and he got taken
down. It was a good call.”

Despite major momentum on their
side the Raiders still could not shake
Summit in a pair of overtime periods.
The matter would be settled on pen-
alty kicks. Even here, it would prove
to be highly dramatic.

The Raiders fell behind 2-1 when
Patrick Ellman failed to score against
Dadourian on the second penalty kick.
Summit, meanwhile, continued to
drive home shot after shot, going four
for their first four and putting the
Raiders on the edge of defeat. Trail-
ing 4-3, and facing Michael
Greenstein who needed only to put
away one more goal to end it, the
Raiders needed a miracle. Goaltender
Sean Murray would provide it by
diving to his right and swatting away
Greenstein’s hard kick just wide of
the post.

“I thought I knew where he was
going with it,” said Murray. “I’d faced
him before and really, I just guessed
right. I went into the penalty kicks

focused on just trying to do my best and
not to worry about anything else. You
know that keepers are not expected to
be able to stop penalty kicks for the
most part so in that way it kind of takes
the pressure off. We were behind but all
year this team has been great at coming
back. We never give up.”

From there, Raider senior Jack
Valian calmly drilled home his pen-
alty kick to tie it at 4-4. In sudden
death, Summit’s Peter Guadagno
missed high on the first kick giving
then Rowenzweig took advantage and
planted the game winning kick into
the back of the net.

“I knew for sure I would make it,”
said Rowenzweig. “We take a hun-
dred penalty kicks a day in practice
so I just zoned it out. For the first time
since early in the game we were play-
ing with the advantage and that is
where you want to be when it all
comes down to one kick.”

The championship game is sched-
uled for Friday, October 30, at 7:30
p.m. at Kean University in Union. It is
hard to imagine the championship
game having any more drama and
tension than was packed into the Raid-
ers semifinal win.

“We had four back-to-back cham-
pionships on the line,” said
Rowenzweig. “We all wanted that
fifth one. We fought hard tonight be-
cause we wanted it so bad.”

If the Raiders manage to win out
the rest of their games then veteran
head coach Tom Breznitsky would be
on pace to record his 700th career
victory in the semifinals of the state
playoffs.
Summit 0 1 0 0 4 1
SPF 0 1 0 0 5 1

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
volleyball team had no trouble in its
opening round match of the Union
County Tournament as the Blue Dev-
ils scored a quick straight set victory
(25-10, 25-15) over Summit on Octo-
ber 21 in Westfield. The second seeded
Blue Devils served up 16 aces during
the course of the match against a
Hilltopper team that was clearly over-
matched.

“Well, it was a first round match in
the county tournament, so frankly, we
expect to win that game,” said Westfield
Head Coach Bev Torok. “I would have
liked to see us rise up and play a little
better in the second set but credit Sum-
mit for fighting back. They played
much better in the second game.”

Westfield dominated the contest
by way of a strong service game with
multiple players controlling the ac-
tion and scoring several points during
their rotations. Junior Lizzy Sottung
capitalized by serving up six aces
alone.

“We served the ball very, very well
today, that is true,” said Torok. “All of
our girls were placing their serves in

good spots. They mixed the short
balls with the hard serves very nicely
and kept the other team off-balance
with their returns.”

Westfield never trailed in the first
set. The Blue Devils jumped out to a
10-3 lead with junior Dana Boretz
commanding the attack, while serv-
ing for a pair of aces. Westfield in-
creased its lead to 20-9 with junior
Olivia Meyer fueling the engine.
Meyer had a kill and a pair of aces
during the decisive stretch. Junior
Hayley Kasko kept the heat on with
two more aces before the Blue Devils
claimed a 25-10 first set victory.

Westfield got off to a sluggish start
in the second set as Summit moved
out to an 8-6 lead. But the Blue Devils
quickly righted the ship as Meyer
came up with three great serves, in-
cluding two more aces to help
Westfield erase the deficit and build
an 11-8 lead. The 5-0 burst was part
of an even bigger 16-1 run that gave
the Blue Devils a commanding 22-9
advantage. Key to the decisive out-
burst was the serving effort of Sottung,
who came up with five aces in finish-
ing up a 25-16 second set victory.

Sottung also came up with 13 digs
throughout the course of the match to
lead the team. Junior Lindsay Miller
added four kills, five digs and five

assists in a solid day at the office.
With the loss, Summit fell to 6-13

on the season. For Westfield (13-4)
their sights are clearly set on bigger
things. With the win over Summit,
the second-seeded Blue Devils were
set to take on Kent Place this past
weekend in their second round UCT
match-up. A win there would have
placed them in the semifinals of the
tournament that would have been set
for Tuesday, October 27.

All of these matches figure to be
precursors to the one that everyone,
including the Blue Devils, expects to
see in the finals. That would be a third
match against top-seeded Union
Catholic. The two teams have spilt
their season series with Westfield
winning at Union Catholic and the
Lady Vikings getting revenge 10 days
later in Westfield.

Coach Torok knows that despite
the easy win in the Union County
Tournament opener; her team has
much work to do in the games ahead.

“You can’t look past anybody,” said
Torok. “We’ve got to start getting our
attack back. We’ve been a little sloppy
in that area lately. We need to get to
the finals first before we even think
about playing Union Catholic again.
If we get there and see them again we
are going to have to play much better
than this to beat them. They are the
top seed.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that T-Mobile North-
east LLC and Sprint Spectrum L.P. the
lessees of a portion of property known as
One South Avenue, Fanwood, New Jer-
sey and shown on the Fanwood Tax As-
sessment Map as Block 55, Lot 1, have
made application to the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board for an extension of time on the
operation of the temporary wireless com-
munications facility located on the prop-
erty. The Board had previously allowed for
the operation of the facility for a duration of
two years from the receipt of construction
permits and for an additional six month
extension of time, and the applicants are
seeking a further one year extension of
time because they are not yet allowed to
replace their facilities at the PSE&G tower.

The Board had previously granted a use
variance, and variances for rear yard set-
back to permit the facility to be setback 12
feet from the rear yard, rather than 25 feet;
maximum impervious coverage to permit
92% rather than 90%; wireless setback to
property line to permit 12 feet, rather than
100 feet; wireless setback to residential
zone to permit 143 feet, rather than 500
feet; rear yard setback for accessory struc-
ture to permit 7 feet, rather than 10 feet;
tower height for a single user to permit 100
feet, rather than 90 feet; which are re-
quested to continue until its facilities are
removed from the property. The applicant
will request any additional variances, waiv-
ers or other relief required by the Board
after its review of this application.

The Planning Board has scheduled a
public hearing to review the application for
November 11, 2015, at 7:30 P.M. at the
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at which
time you may appear if you wish to be
heard with respect to this application.  The
documents and plans in support of this
project are available for inspection at the
office of the planning board at the Borough
Hall during normal business hours.
Price, Meese, Shulman & D’Arminio, P.C.

Attorneys for T-Mobile Northeast LLC
and Sprint Spectrum L.P.

By: Gregory D. Meese, Esq.
1 T - 10/29/15, The Times Fee: $45.39

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 15-21

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL
§21-8.7 (ALTERNATE SIDE
PARKING) IN ARTICLE I
(TRAFFIC AND PARKING) IN
CHAPTER 21 (VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC) OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood:

SECTION 1. § 21-8.7 (Alternate Side
Parking) in Article I (Traffic and Parking) in
Chapter 21 (Vehicles and Traffic) is hereby
repealed.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordi-
nance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.

SECTION 5. The Chief of Police is hereby
authorized and directed to arrange for the
removal of all alternate side parking signs.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 15-21, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 27th DAY OF OCTOBER 2015,
and that Ordinance No. 15-21, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held at its meeting room in the
Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 10th DAY
OF NOVEMBER 2015, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/29/15, The Leader Fee: $46.92

SOTTUNG SERVES 6 ACES; MILLER 5 ASSISTS, 4 KILLS

Blue Devils ‘Ace’ Hilltoppers
In UCT Volleyball 1st Round

ROSENZWEIG TIES GAME, NETS S.D. WINNING GOAL

Raider Boys Nip Hilltoppers
In Sudden Death Soccer Semi

Raiders Rout Oak Knoll 6-0,
Face Westfield in UCT Finals

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Somebody was going to pay for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls’ soccer team’s surprising loss to
Cranford just days earlier. The hap-
less victim was Oak Knoll (11-3-2),
which suffered a bruising 6-0 defeat
in the semifinal round of the Union
County Tournament held on October
25 in Clark. The Raiders got goals
from six different players and allowed
just four shots on goal on their way to
victory.

The win came on the heels of a
stunning regular season loss to
Cranford, the Raiders only loss of the
year, and they were clearly not
amused.

“It was a wake up call for us after
the last game,” said Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing. “The girls re-
sponded and put together an all-
around effort tonight.”

You had to feel a little sorry for Oak
Knoll’s Shannon McDermott. The
Royals goalkeeper was under siege
all game from a relentless Raider

attack that continued to press the box,
peppering her with multiple shots on
goal during attacks until finally scor-
ing on rebounds and follow-up shots.
Making a single great save was rarely
enough for McDermott on this
evening. The Raiders kept the ball in
the scoring area even after initial
misses and eventually they would get
their shots home.

“The loss to Cranford made us want
to prove ourselves all over again,”
said SPF’s Sophie Brause. “We came
in with the mindset of working hard
for everything and not stopping until
we succeeded.”

This never stop hustling mentality
was on display right from the start
when Kerri McNeely scored the open-
ing goal in the 13th minute. As was
typical of the match, McNeely got
her score after another Raider had
missed the initial shot.

“Erica Muskus shot a really hard
kick at the goal, which their keeper
blocked but couldn’t hold,” said
McNeely. “The ball rebounded to
me and I just stuck it in the net. She
couldn’t recover. We had so much
energy out there.”

Nine minutes later it would be
Brause, who scored on another sec-
ond shot effort. Brause, a junior,
followed up on her first shot, blocked
by McDermott, with a second kick
that found the back of the net for a 2-
0 lead.

“Christina Rodgers had a throw in
that went long,” said Brause. “I kind
of flicked my first shot at the goalie
and she stopped it but the ball made
its way back to me and I got another
shot off.”

Muskus would score on a header
in the 29th minute, capitalizing on a
missed shot from Rodgers that car-
omed off the crossbar. Muskus had
the presence of mind to attack the
ball and headed it past McDermott.
With a 3-0 lead heading into the
break, the Raider fans in attendance

were beginning to celebrate.
The second half was more of the

same. McDermott once again turned
away a kick by Alyssa Di Francesco,
but could not control the ball. This
gave DiFrancesco another chance
and she made good on it by swoop-
ing in towards the box and driving
the loose ball past McDermott giv-
ing the Raiders a 4-0 lead in the 44th
minute.

Samantha DiLollo got into the act
scoring in the 58th minute after get-
ting behind the defense on a run.
Rather than staying back,
McDermott came out aggressively
and challenged, leaving DiLollo with
an empty net to shoot at after she
evaded the Royals hard charging
keeper.

The fireworks continued as the
Raider scored one last goal, this one
coming from Amanda Logie in the
79th minute. Logie received a beau-
tiful lead pass from Cara Provenzano
on the play.

With that, the Raiders were on
their way to a third showdown with
border rival Westfield, this time with
a county championship to be de-
cided. In two previous meetings this
year the Raiders had won and tied
against their arch rivals.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (16-1-1),
the top seed in the county, is on an
incredible run. They have a power-
ful, deep offense, a goaltender in
Andrea Leitner, who has recorded
16 shutouts and a defense that has
allowed just two goals on the season.
Add to that the fact that they are
motivated.

“We want another county champi-
onship,” said Brause. “That is our
goal. We were not happy with the tie
against Westfield a couple of weeks
back. We don’t want to let anything
get in the way of accomplishing our
goals.”

The UCT championship game will
be held on Saturday, October 31, at
Kean University at 7:00 p.m.
Oak Knoll 0 0 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 3 3 6

Probitas Verus Honos

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

ORDINANCE NO. 15-19

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT
CHAPTER 77 (DUMPSTERS
AND CONTAINERS) OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO REGULATE
PLACEMENT AND MAINTE-
NANCE OF DUMPSTERS AND
CONTAINERS, AND TO RE-
PEAL ARTICLE IX
(DUMPSTERS AND CON-
TAINERS) IN CHAPTER 146
(STREETS AND SIDEWALKS)
OF SAID CODE.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
15-19, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2015

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood

1 T - 10/29/15, The Leader Fee: $26.01

Jim Occi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUSTLING AFTER AN INDIAN...Cougar Lauren Williamson, No. 10, hustles to catch a Rahway Indian at Cranford on
October 20. Cranford won, 5-0. See more Jim Occi photos at www.goleader.com – Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at
www.goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports
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Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
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Westfield Mini Mart
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McGOVERN SCORES GAME WINNER, HART GETS ASSIST

Cougars Stun No. 6 Raiders
In Girls Soccer Showdown, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior/co-captain Siobhan
McGovern did something that only
one other person did against the No.
6 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team. Score a
goal! And that was all that was needed
as the 12-2 Cranford Cougars handed
the 15-1-1 Raiders their first defeat
of the season with a 1-0 victory at
Memorial Field in Cranford on Oc-
tober 22.

McGovern’s goal came 12 minutes
into the second half when she came
charging down the right center of the
field with junior forward Katie
Romanovich sprinting down the right
and senior/co-captain midfielder
Maddie Hart striding down the left-
center. McGovern received a cross,
cleared a defender and took a right-
to-left shot that was out of Raider
goalkeeper Andrea Leitner’s reach.

“We had a combination pass. I think

it was between me and Maddie Hart.
Then I got through the defense and
then it was just me and the keeper.
Then I placed it on the left lower
corner,” McGovern described. “The
defender was coming up to block and
it went off and in.”

About three minutes after the goal,
the trio of Katie Romanovich,
McGovern and Hart went at it again.
Romanovich, cruising down the right
side, crossed way left to Hart, who
tapped the ball back to McGovern,
who was stealthily sliding down the
center and into the box. McGovern
banged a hard shot, but Leitner was
there in time to block it.

“Katie took it down the end line,
crossed it in. I think Maddie Hart got
a finish on it. And it was almost like a
cross again back then I went to head
it and the goalie was able to make the
save,” McGovern explained.

The Raiders, however, did reverse
the momentum for several minutes

and took a few shots of their own in
the half, both saved by goalkeeper
Cam Hay. Another instance had
Raider Sophie Brause battling her
way into the box and, amongst a
crowd, got off a shot but it was de-
flected by a defender.

“Scotch Plains is always a big chal-
lenge for us, so we always show up
against them. We all did a good job.
We defended a lot in the second half.
Scotch Plains was pressing us right
after we scored. We were able to keep
the 1-0 lead,” McGovern said.

Also in the second half,
Romanovich got her opportunity and
used her track speed to outdistance a
defender down the right-center of the
field. Once in front of the defender,
she took a shot, but Leitner made the
save with a deflection that sent the
ball out of bounds, setting the Cou-
gars up with their only corner kick of
the afternoon.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St  908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

Real Estate
Mortgages
Closing Services
InsuranceWeichert®

Peter
Lisciotto

Michael
Gomes

Stephen
Ohm

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

Peter
Lisciotto

Susan
Devaney

Carol
DiGraci

CRANFORD. Northside Colonial-Riverfront Estate. Reversed
Living-Upstairs consists of 4 BR including a MBR Suite and Teen
suite w/full baths- 16` Kit, FDR & LR-with unparalleled views
overlooking Sperry Park. 1st floor retains old world charm w/original-Stable and
Carriage doors-1200 sq ft of 1st floor entertaining area including a 24` Rec room &
25` Great Room w/bar that opens to an Expansive 38` screened in porch-overlooking
Pristine grounds which encompasses .49 Acres. $679,000.

COLONIAL
SCOTCH PLAINS. A custom Split Level Mother/Daughter style
home features a FLR with WBF and a FDR with chandelier. The
gourmet EIK boasts wood cabinetry, granite countertops, SS
appliances and designer tile. The 2nd floor is complete with MBR
with master bath, 2 large additional BRs, an updated main bath and attic access. The
ground level has a FR with powder room, garage access and an oversized slider leading
to private backyard with a custom deck, gazebo, and paver patio. $649,999.

CUSTOM SPLIT

SCOTCH PLAINS. 5/6 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Home. Designer
gourmet kitchen. All hardwood floors, 1st floor offers Guest Room
and full Bath as well as tremendous Kitchen and Family Room
combo. Magnificent Master Bedroom Suite with huge walk-in
shower and freestanding contemporary tub including his and hers walk-in closets. 2nd
floor laundry area, full basement provides a completely open floor plan for Media,
Billiard or exercise room. All this and situated on a half acre property. $1,169,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
WESTFIELD. 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Contemporary Colonial. The lush professional
landscaping - including mature evergreens, trees and shrubs, along with the fenced yard,
provide privacy for the large in-ground kidney shaped pool, spa, sitting area, patio and
deck. The 1st flr includes an updated gourmet EIK with custom cabinetry, granite countertops, professional grade
SS appliances and views and access to the rear yard; spacious DR, FLR and oversized Great rm with fireplace &
skylights, powder room, laundry room and garage access. The 2nd floor offers 4 BR and 2 Bths. The MBR has
2 walk-in closets and a 2 room master bath with jetted soaking tub and large stall shower. $799,900.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. 5 Bedroom 4.5 Bath New Construction Colonial.
Over 4000 Sq ft of living space. Basement is finished w/9 foot
ceilings & Full Bath, Hardwood Flooring throughout the home.
Basement will be carpeted. 1st Floor will have beautiful detailed tray and coffered
ceiling, Wainscoting, Barrel Ceiling and Crown Molding throughout. Gas Fireplace
with Stonework Detail. 2nd floor Laundry Room. Master Bedroom has Walk in
Closet & Bath. Finished attic with Full Bath. $999,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

SCOTCH PLAINS. Completely renovated 4
Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial just blocks away from
vibrant downtown shopping, dining, schools and

NYC transportation. Gourmet Eat-In Kitchen with Stainless Steel appliances and
granite countertops, hardwood floors, Living Room with wood burning fireplace,
finished walk-out basement and oversized 2 car garage. Two units for gas forced hot
air heating and central air conditioning and new 200 amp electric service. $479,000.

COLONIAL

FASANO, AZZARETTO, FOX PLACE 2-3-4 ALL-AROUND

Westfield Grabs 10th Straight
UCT Gymnastics Crown
By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School gym-
nastics team continued an incredible
streak in capturing its 10th consecu-
tive Union County Tournament team
title on October 23 in Westfield. The
Blue Devils powered by Carlie Fasano,
Kaela Azzaretto and Sarah Fox who
finished second, third and fourth in the
Individual All-Around standings,
earned 108.9 total team points to fend
off runner-up Cranford (106.3) and
third place finisher Summit (105.5).

As expected, AL Johnson standout
Gina Ferdinandi took home the Indi-
vidual All-Around title, scoring
36.575 to nudge out Westfield’s Carlie
Fasano (36.25). Ferdinandi has domi-
nated the Union County gymnastics
competition this year and the county
tournament only served to empha-
size her greatness. Ferdinandi rode

first place finishes in the Vault (9.475)
and the Floor Exercise (9.5) and also
took third place in the Beam (9.3).

Fasano gave the champ a run for
her money though as the Westfield
senior was buoyed by a first place
finish in the Balance Beam (9.55), a
second place finish in the Bars (8.65)
and a third place finish in the Floor
Exercise (9.45). The second place
finish in the All-Around was fairy
tale result for Fasano who had
struggled to get back into gymnastics
this year after battling injury.

“This means so much to me as I
was out for nearly two years,” said
Fasano. “The beam was really stress-
ful. Before that event, we always
huddle up and try to motivate and
support each other. The other girls
really helped me get through it. I’m
very happy.”

Aside from Fasano, the big story

for the Blue Devils came in the sur-
prisingly strong showing of Azzaretto.
The freshman finished third in the
All-Around by amassing 35.3 points.
Azzaretto’s best performance came
in the Vault where she placed fourth
with a score of 9.0. Azzaretto also
earned a sixth in the Beam (9.125).

“It is really nice to accomplish this
my first time out,” said Azzaretto. “I
thought I’d do well. It was a pleasant
surprise on the beam for me. I changed
my jumps and my technique was bet-
ter. I stuck the landing.”

Westfield’s Hannah Prieto took first
on the Uneven Bars (8.75). Prieto
nudged past Fasano (8.65) and
Cranford’s Bee Iosso (8.45) who fin-
ished second and third, respectively.
Westfield senior Megan Melillo
scored points, finishng tied for fifth
in the bars with Ferdinandi (8.3).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27

more photos at www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NUDGING EACH OTHER FOR POSITION...Raider Christina Rodgers, left, and Cougar Maddie Hart nudge each other
to get position on the ball at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 22. The Cougars stunned the No. 6 Raiders, 1-0.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY GYMNASTICS CHAMPS...The Blue Devil gymnastic team crowds around each other after winning the
Union County Tournament at Westfield High School on October 23.
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Westfield Gymnasts Grab 10th Straight UCT Title
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WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2014
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

Westfield...Fabulous four bedrooms, three bath Colonial with a major renovation by Anthony James.
Spectacular eat in Kitchen with a marble island, Wolf gas range, double ovens, Bosch dishwasher, pot
filler, Rohl faucets, French door refrigerator and a large dining area.  The stunning family room is
adjacent with 10 foot ceilings, gas fireplace, transom windows and custom cabinetry.  The handy mud
room comes off the driveway and has a washer, dryer, built-in’s & desk area.  An ideal Butler’s pantry
offers a wine cooler & more built-in storage.  The charming living room has a wood burning fireplace,
newer windows & leads  to a den or office area.  A lovely dining room has a B/I china closet.  The master
bedroom bath contains   a spa like steam shower & double sinks.  The bedroom contains a walk in closet,
custom moldings & beautiful hardwood floors.   The other three  bedrooms have abundant closets.  The
basement has a recreation room. There is multi zoned central air conditioning system for summer
enjoyment.  A stone paver patio leads to a fenced in private yard.  Many amenities include French doors,
pocket doors &six over six Andersen windows in addition.  This home has been meticulously renovated
for the most discriminating buyer and is in an ideal location for Franklin & Roosevelt Schools & close
downtown Westfield & New York City transportation. Offered at $1,050,000.

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 1st • 1-4PM
703 Forest Avenue

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Melillo finished third in the vault
with a score of 9.1, which placed her
behind teammate and second place
finisher Nicole Dispenza (9.25) and
first place winner Ferdinandi
(9.475). Melillo also took fifth
in the Floor Exercise (9.4) be-
hind co-champs Ferdinandi
(9.5) and Cranford’s Gabby
Markase (9.5). Fasano (9.45)
took third and Cranford’s
Lauren Costa (9.435) finished
fourth.

The magnitude of the Blue
Devil team’s accomplishment
was not lost on Melillo, who
has never finished with any-
thing less than a county title
during her high school career.

“It means everything to win
the title,” said Melillo. “Ten
years in a row. Nobody wants
to be the captain of the team
that ended the streak. I thought
all along it would be close
with Cranford.”

For Cranford, there were
plenty of positive things to take
from their second place show-
ing. The Cougars have nipped
at the Blue Devils heels all
season long and with a roster that
features eight freshmen, Cranford fig-
ures to be that much stronger and
more experienced next season.

Two of Cranford’s fab freshmen,
Markase and Iosso, were particularly
strong performers for the Cougars.
Markase shared a first place finish in

the Floor Exercise (9.5) with
Ferdinandi. Markase placed sixth in
the Vault with a score of 8.3.

“I did well on the floor and hit on

Westfield Air Attack Downs No. Hunterdon, 45-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

the second half for 63 yards.
“Defense was stellar again today. It

really started up front. We made it
hard for them to do things I think they
wanted to do. Great pressure! But we
were able to get in some passing
lanes,” Coach DeSarno said. “I
thought we had a great effort on de-
fense today.”

Defensive tackle Jeff Gagum was
involved in several tackles but his
real starring moment came midway
through the first quarter when he in-
tercepted a pass and rumbled towards
the Lions’ goal before being brought
to the turf. His interception did set up
Mike Moriarty’s 33-yard field goal.

“The only thing I saw was my team-
mate tipped the ball up in the air. And
I ran up under it. I saw daylight then
I got hit,” Gagum said.

“We will get on him in the films for
not scoring,” chuckled DeSarno. “But
he played well. He’s done a great job
inside. He had a couple of tackles for
loss too.”

Of the several throws for losses, the
biggest was a 10-yarder by Jake Vall-
Llobera. The loudest came near the
end of the game when Kyle
Dombrowski blasted the running back
on a fourth-and-one. Linebacker
Jacob Kurstedt also had an intercep-
tion in the third quarter.

“He made some great catches. You
just have to throw the ball to him and
give him a chance. When you do that,
good things happen,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Jim DeSarno said.

“After last week, Curry had a great
game and we didn’t have that much
passing. This week, it was definitely
a big game for our passing. We needed
to step it up, the passing game,” Shirk
said.

Curry, however, gained 39 yards in
the first half on 12 carries, including
TD runs of one and three yards, but
turned on the burners on the first
series of the third quarter, carrying
three times for 67 yards, which in-
cluded a 58-yard run on the first play
and a four-yard run for a TD to finish
with 106 yards.

“It’s nice when you can have a
tailback like Jack and get 40 carries.
Every game, that’s tough. We con-
centrated this week on being able to
throw the ball a little bit better. We got
on our receivers a little bit and our
quarterbacks. We got to make a better
effort throwing the ball and we were
able to today,” Coach DeSarno said.

“Martini did great. We played all of
PAL together I was able to get past
them and Phil was able to get the ball
there,” Shirk said. “It was a good day,
the passing game.”

Martini also connected with tight

end Chris Boutsikaris twice for 23 yards,
split end Jelani Pierre twice for 37 yards
and JD Marner once for 31 yards.

“This week coach was saying that
it was time to incorporate our wide
receivers in it, myself, Jack Shirk, JD
Marner, Chris Boutsikaris. The of-
fense just can’t be like a running
game, it has to be all of us. Today, it
was all of us, who won that game,”
Pierre said.

As it had been all season, Westfield’s
defense was up to the task and pun-
ished the Lions’ offensive attempts,
limiting them to minus seven yards
rushing in the first half and just three in
the second half. Lion quarterback Matt
Busher completed 7-for-19 passes for
51 yards, which does not include the
66-yard TD trick play that was associ-
ated with one of the passes. Busher
then had seven more completions in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27
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LEONARD 130 YARDS RECEIVING, TD; McGOVERN TD

Cougar Gridders ‘Out-Snarl’
Delaware Val. Terriers, 28-21

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Only one team could emerge vic-
torious in a battle between two un-
beaten teams and that team turned
out to be the Cranford High School
football team when it snapped a 21-
21 tie with a fourth quarter, four-yard
touchdown run by senior running
back Sean Leonard that presented the
Cougars with a 28-21 triumph over
Delaware Valley in Frenchtown on
October 23.

The Terriers now 6-1 entered the
showdown near the Delaware River
with respective victories over North
Plainfield (21-7), Rahway (42-7),
Roselle (31-12), AL Johnson (24-
13), West Essex (41-14) and
Somerville (42-19). The Cougars now
7-0 entered the game with respective
wins over Warren Hills (24-23),
Somerville (41-14), Roselle (41-7),
Summit (42-0), Voorhees (49-24) and
Hillside (51-17).

The Terriers featured primarily a
running game, totaling 299 yards and
three touchdowns on 59 carries, but
when they did go to the air, senior
quarterback Joey Donnelly com-
pleted four of seven passes for 27
yards. Donnelly gained 75 yards on
16 carries, which included a 20-yard
touchdown run. Senior running back
Corey Shedlock carried 19 times for
104 yards, including a 38-yard touch-
down run, and senior Derek
Kugelman carried 11 times for 36

yards, including a one-yard touch-
down run. Senior Ryan Romaine car-
ried eight times for 68 yards.

Leonard had a big evening running
and receiving with three carries for
94 yards, including a 71-yard sprint,
and five receptions for 130 yards,
which included a 46-yard reception.
Junior running back Sean McGovern
carried 11 times for 92 yards, includ-
ing a 37-yard touchdown run. Quar-
terback Jack Schetelich completed
11 of 14 passes for 235 yards and ran
13 times for 64 yards, including
touchdown runs of four yards and 13
yards. Sean Bryson had five carries
for 48 yards, Ryan Bakie carried twice
for seven yards and had four recep-
tions for 77 yards, which included
one for 45 yards. Joe Norton, who
kicked all four points after, had two
receptions for 28 yards.

The Cougars did, however, have
some difficulty offensively with ref-
erence to three fumbles recovered by
Terrier defenders Jake Soltis, Brad
Apgar and Romaine. Soltis also had
a pair of sacks and Donnelly had an
interception. The Cougars also had a
touchdown called back and a blocked
field goal attempt.

Delaware Valley delivered the Cou-
gars a wakeup call early when
Kugelman scored on a one-yard run
in the first quarter, but Schetelich
reminded them that they were, in-
deed, awake when he responded with
a four-yard touchdown run to knot

the score, 7-7, in what would turn out
to be a seesaw battle. The Terriers
took a 14-7 lead by the end of the first
quarter when Donnelly scored on his
20-yard scoot.

McGovern tied the score in the
second quarter with his 37-yard
touchdown run but back barked the
Terriers with Shedlock’s 38-yard
touchdown run to go ahead 21-14.
Schetelich tied the score by halftime
with his 13-yard touchdown run. Af-
ter a silent third quarter, the Cougars
roared back with the game winner
when Leonard bashed in from the
four.

Defensively, Bakie recorded eight
tackles and 12 assisted tackles. Niko
Cappello recorded five tackles, 15
assisted tackles and a sack. Schetelich
had seven tackles and nine assisted,
Dylan Budnik recorded three tack-
les, nine assisted and a sack. Ethan
Tom had five assisted tackles and a
sack. Will Fries had two assisted and
a sack, Lucas Ramadan recorded three
tackles and seven assisted, and Tom
Armstrong had one tackle and three
assisted.

The Cougars have two remaining
regular-season games. First, they host
the Governor Livingston Highland-
ers at Memorial Field on October 30
at 7 p.m. then they will travel to face
the Canucks of North Plainfield on
Friday, November 6, at 7 p.m.
Cranford   7 14   0   7 28
Delaware Valley 14   7   0   0 21

all my points,” said Markase. “I was
also happy with my vault. It is just so
much fun to compete. I always try to
remember to have fun out there.”

Iosso, meanwhile, was all over the
top six in various events. Iosso fin-
ished second in the Beam with a score
of 9.325 behind Fasano (9.55). Iosso

took third in the Bars
(8.45) behind winner
Prieto (8.75) and Fasano
(8.65). Iosso was also
sixth in the Floor Exer-
cise (9.35).

“I was really happy
with my performance on
the balance beam,” said
Iosso. “It was the first
time that I ever stuck
my back tuck during my
routine. I always feel
calm because I do club
gymnastics with a lot of
the other girls.”

Scotch Plains-
Fanwood finished fifth
in the overall team
standings with a team
point total of 97.85 be-
hind fourth place fin-
isher ALJ (103.5).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WANTING TO CATCH THE BALL...Blue Devil Jelani Pierre prepares to catch a pass in the end zone in the game against
North Hunterdon. Although the ball fell incomplete, he did pull off a 66-yard punt return for a touchdown.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider gymnastic team poses for the photo.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND PLACE AT THE UCT...The Cranford Cougars placed second at the UCT
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2 PAGE TRIBUTE TO 7 YEARS OF CRANFORD HS SPORTS

David B. Corbin (November 5, 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE VERY SWEET FEELING OF VICTORY…The Cougar girls are all hugs
and kisses after defeating the four-time defending champion Raiders, 1-0, for the
Union County Tournament championship on October 31, 2009.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense wins titles, and that is ex-
actly what happened when the
Cranford High School football team
recorded a 27-0 shutout of favored
Parsippany Hills to seize its first ever
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
championship at Kean University in
Union on December 3, 2011.

The Cougars’ veteran defense re-
lentlessly pressured and forced the
hand of Viking quarterback Tyler
Simms, known for his passing accu-
racy, and recorded three intercep-
tions, six sacks, a fumble recovery
and numerous bat downs or tipped
passes. Simms completed only 13 of
31 passes, and the Vikings’ running
game was held to negative yardage.

In the meantime, Cougar quarter-
back Reggie Green engineered pri-
marily a running game that netted
259 yards and four touchdowns (TD).
He completed three of four passes for
21 yards, and pitched out to running
back Chris Witwick who threw a 39-
yard strike to wide receiver Eric
Gargiulo.

Green rushed 102 yards on 17 car-
ries, which included TD runs of 41
yards and two yards. Fullback JP
Christiano had 10 carries for 85 yards,

including a two-yard TD bash, and a
five-yard reception. Witwick, who
had a 12-yard reception, carried 10
times for 46 yards, and Adham
McGuire had six carries for 26 yards,
including a 15-yard TD. Ryan Bryson
had a four-yard reception.

Cougar defensive lineman Chris
Folinusz became a recurring night-
mare to Simms. He sacked Simms
three times and recovered a fumble
that Christiano jarred loose.

Linebacker Nick Diaz pressured
Simms numerous times and added a
four-yard sack.

Linebacker Mike Klimek recorded
a three-yard sack and pressured
Simms into making several bad pass
decisions, one that led to an inter-
ception by Green on the Vikings’
first offensive play of the game.

Gargiulo had an interception,
tipped a pass and delivered a re-
sounding crack that jarred the ball
loose from a potential reception.
Sean McGovern added an intercep-
tion that he also returned 14 yards.

Linebacker Anthony DaSilva ru-
ined a potential Viking scoring drive
with two tipped passes in a row. He
also deflected a third pass.

FOLINUSZ, KLIMEK, DIAZ, NICHOLS SACK

Cougars Level Par. Hills, 27-0
For Sectional Football Crown

David B. Corbin (December 3, 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING OFF A TRICK PLAY…Cougar wide receiver Eric Gargiulo, No. 32,
completes a 39-yard pass play from running back Chris Witwick, who took a
pitchout from quarterback Reggie Green. The Cougars swamped Parsippany
Hills, 27-0.

Parsippany Hills   0   0   0   0 0
Cranford 13   7   0   7 27

David B. Corbin (December 3, 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NORTH JERSEY, SECTION 2, GROUP 3 CHAMPIONS…The Cranford
Cougar football team celebrates after swamping Parsippany Hills, 27-0, for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship at Kean University.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five years in a row, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer team
entered the Union County Tournament
title game and four times it came out on
top. This year, senior Taylor D’Antico

drilled a penalty kick into the lower left
corner with 24:31 left in the first half to
give the No. 20, fifth-seeded Cranford
Cougars a 1-0 victory and the UCT
championship over the No. 11, second-

D’ANTICO RIPS WINNING PENALTY KICK

Cougars’ PK Nips Raiders, 1-0
For UCT Girls Soccer Crown

seeded Raiders at A.L. Johnson in Clark
on October 31, 2009.

The stage was set when Cougar
forward Jen Folger went down, and
the referee awarded a penalty kick.
D’Antico, who scored the game-win-
ning penalty kick in the shootout

victory against top-seeded Westfield
in the semifinals on October 25, lined
up and slid her shot into the lower left
part of the goal just out of the reach of
Raider goalie Paige Della Badia.

David B. Corbin (March 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLASSIC SENIOR CLASS…The Cougar baseball seniors finished their spar-
kling career as the No. 1 team in New Jersey. Pictured, left to right, are: front row,
Brian Carino, George Georgeadis, Andrew DiFrancesco and Bobby Bruns; back
row, Matt DiMartino, Sean Feeney, John Armstrong, Ryan Williamson, Chris
Folinusz and Alex Plick.

RAVITIER RAPS 2-RUN 1B, FEENEY RBI 2B

Cougars Grab Group 3 Title,
Topple Burlington Twp, 4-2

Ravitier’s single and his pinch runner,
junior Jack McCaffrey, scored an in-
surance run on senior Andrew
DiFrancesco’s sacrifice fly.

The Cougars scored their first run
in the bottom of the first inning when
junior Tommy Trotter tapped a lead-
off single and scored on senior Sean
Feeney’s double. Burlington Town-
ship (16-8) took a 2-1 lead in the top
of the fourth when Dennis Stewart
poked an RBI single and Zach
Schuyler added an RBI groundout.

“Everybody contributed. Every-
body did have a role in the team’s
success. They all were very hard
workers,” Coach McCaffrey added.

As freshmen in 2010, the group of
seniors, which also includes Chris
Folinusz, Matt DiMartino, John
Armstrong and George Georgeadis,
sunk Ocean City, 15-3, in five innings
for their first Group 3 title. Williamson
relieved in the third inning but had to
leave when a line drive shot back to
the mound broke his hand. Last year,
the Cougars silenced Freehold Boro,
4-1, for their second Group 3 title.
Williamson tossed a two-hitter.
Folinusz blasted a solo shot in the
fourth inning and added another solo
blast in the sixth inning.

Burlington Twp 000 200 0 2
Cranford 100 030 x 4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three Group 3 championships in
four years is what the Cranford High
School baseball seniors have accom-
plished when the Cougars defeated
Burlington Township, 4-2, at Toms
River East High School on June 9,
2013. But it did take an entire team to
pull the Cougars to sweet victory.

“It is really a credit to the seniors’
work ethic. They were talented when
they were in Little League and had
great instructions from their coaches,
Mr. Bruns, Mr. Forrestal, Mr. Folinusz
(others mentioned). They were ready
when they came here and we tried not
to mess it up,” said Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffrey.

Senior Ryan Williamson (drafted by
the Texas Rangers in the 28th round)
upped his season record to 11-0, scat-
tering five singles, while walking two
and striking out eight. Williamson also
added a double, but junior Matt Ravitier
put the 25-1 Cougars, who earned the
state’s No. 1 ranking, in the driver’s
seat when he rapped a two-run single,
scoring junior Bobby Bruns, the pinch
runner for sophomore Albert Gargiulo,
who singled, and senior Alex Plick,
who reached safely on a sacrifice bunt,
in the bottom of the fifth inning to make
the score, 3-2. Senior Jake Forrestal
also had a bunt single just before

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

Buying, selling, moving up or scaling down …

JAYNE BERNSTEIN & JEN TRUPCHAK
Offer TWICE the selling power!

Sales Associate
Office: 908-233-5555
Cell: 646-912-0512

Email: jenntrup@gmail.com

JENNIFER TRUPCHAKJAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

Office: 908-233-5555 x 203
Cell: 908-403-9330

Email: jayne.bernstein@gmail.com

Jayne Bernstein & Jennifer Trupchak
Proud to be part of the #1 Coldwell Banker Office

in the New York Metro area

Dedicated to client satisfaction, this dynamic Mother/Daughter DUO provides an EXCEPTIONAL
level of customer service. Offering a personalized and comprehensive marketing strategy for each

individual seller/buyer and property listed, ranging from starter homes to luxury estates.

619 Fourth Avenue,
Westfield

$1,359,000

207 Grove Street,
Westfield

$1,175,000

627 Fourth Avenue,
Westfield

$1,359,000

31 Stoneleigh Park,
Westfield

$1,950,000

153 Wild Hedge Lane,
Mountainside

$1,550,000
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David B. Corbin (January 22, 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHING THE ACTION...Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman watches Niko
Cappello’s, left, 182-lb semifinal bout with Klaudio Bardhoko (New Providence)
intently during the Union County Tournament on January 17, 2015. Cappello
won, 7-1.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twenty nine years in the making,
according to Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman, but it happened when the
Cranford High School wrestling team
claimed four individual champions,
swept both Outstanding Wrestler
(OW) Awards and seized the Union
County Tournament championship
in Union on January 17, 2015.

“On the banner, it says 1981, but
the alumni said 1986. So 86 it is,”
Coach Gorman said. “We set our
minds on getting as many things as
we could. Today, we got a lot of them.
We got a whole closet full of second
and third trophies that are in a box
tucked away. It’s like, we are almost
there, we are almost there. Actually it
happened this year. We took a third at
TCNJ and then we took a second out
in Pennsylvania, so we needed to get
over that hump. Hopefully, this is the
first of many. We have our sights set
on the section title, district title and
being a top team at the regions. We
just got to keep building on this.”

Gorman was also named the Union
County Coach of the Year and
Cranford parent Kevin Murray re-
ceived the Ralph “Pug” Williams
Award for his contribution to Union
County wrestling.

Cougar Chris Scorese was awarded
the OW in the lower weight classes

when he defeated Blue Devil John
Fuller, 7-1, in the 126-lb title bout.
Scorese, who has only one loss in NJ,
recorded three takedowns and con-
trolled Fuller from the top position
throughout the second period.

The OW Award in the upper classes
went to Gavin Murray, who recorded
a first-period fall and a 21-6, tech fall,
before pinning NeoJoe Lughas (P) in
1:51 with a half nelson/tight waist at
152-lbs.

SCORESE, MURRAY RECEIVE O.W. AWARDS

Cougars Win UCT Mat Title,
Crown 4 UCT Champions

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In 1973, long hair and sideburns
were popular, authentic tie-dye shirts
were still worn, Richard Nixon was
President, the Vietnan War ended,
the World Trade Center officially
opened, Pink Floyd’s The Dark Side
of the Moon was released, CBS sold
the New York Yankees to a man named
George Steinbrenner, Secretariat won
the Triple Crown, the film American

Graffiti debuted, The Godfather won
the Oscar for best picture, and the
Cranford High School girls basket-

ball team won a sectional tournament
championship.

Thirty-seven years later, a portion
of that history repeated itself when
the Cougars ambushed the Somerville
Pioneers, 46-34, to capture the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 champion-
ship in Cranford on March 9, 2010.

Teamwork played a very important
role as six Lady Cougars, including
all five starters, pulled, at least five
rebounds. Sophomore guard Morgan

Miller, who had six points, pulled
down 10 rebounds and also distrib-
uted four assists. Freshman Kate
McGovern grabbed five boards and
had five steals and three points. Fresh-
man Jess McCoy had six rebounds,
two points and a blocked shot. Senior
center Danielle Gross came through
with seven rebounds and two blocked
shots, while tying teammate Jamie
Webb in scoring with 13 points.

David B. Corbin (March 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STATE SECTIONAL CHAMPIONS…The Cougar girls basketball team de-
feated the fifth-seeded Somerville Pioneers, 46-34, in Cranford on March 9, 2010
to become the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 champions.

WEBB, BROSS NET 13 EACH; D’ANTICO 9 PTs

Cougars Ambush Pioneers
For Section Hoops Title, 46-34

HARTNETT NETS WINNER; BOYER 17TH S.O.

Cougar Boys Nip Blue Devils
For 1st UC Soccer Title, 1-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

History was made as the Cranford
High School boys’ soccer team de-
feated the Westfield Blue Devils, 1-0,
in the final of the 44th Union County
Tournament at A.L. Johnson High
School in Clark on November 7, 2009.
It was the first title captured by the
undefeated and top-seeded Cougars
in school history. The second-seeded

Blue Devils appeared in its first final
since it won the 1998 tournament.

Cougar striker Pat Hartnett used
his head to bury the ball into the left
side of the net out of the reach of Blue
Devil keeper Adam Fine with 3:08
remaining in the first half after Eric
Walano crossed a pass from the right
side of the field and inside the penalty
box. It was Hartnett’s 27th goal of the
season, the most in Union County.

Fred Lecomte (November 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING DESPERATELY TO GAIN CONTROL…Cougar Ray El Khoury,
left, and Blue Devils Phillip Mendel, No. 15, and Henry Smith, No. 19, attempt to
gain control of the ball in the UCT championship game on November 7, 2009.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Featuring the cream of the crop
from around the state of New Jersey,
several Westfield High School (WHS)
individuals, two Cranford Cougars
and one Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider fared well at the NJSIAA track
& field Meet of Championship
(MOC) at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield on June 3, 2010.

The girls pole vault event got a lot
stiffer when eight girls cleared 11-6
and the bar was elevated to 12 feet.
Later, Cougar senior Kelly Burke
cleared 12-6 on her first attempt and
Clifton’s Emily Urciuoli cleared it
on her second attempt to tie the meet
record previously shared by Urciuoli
last year and Nicole Pompeii of
Hanover Park in 2008. Urciuoli made
it interesting when she nearly made
13 feet when the bar hopped straight
up and bounced back onto the set-
tings before falling off. Burke be-
came the MOC champion on the

basis of fewer misses.

Kelly Burke Wins Pole Vault
At MOC Track, Ties Record

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
COMING BACK TO EARTH…Cougar
senior Kelly Burke comes down to earth
after clearing 12-06 to tie the meet
record in the pole vault at the Meet of
Champions at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield on June 3, 2010. Burke, who
also made three attempts at 13 feet,
won the event.

David B. Corbin (November 11, 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NORTH JERSEY, GROUP 2, SECTION 2 CHAMPIONS…The Cougar boys
cross-country team pose near the start line after winning its second consecutive
North II, Group II State Sectional Title at Warinanco Park in Roselle on
November 6, 2010. The Cougar runners include Elias Howard, Paul Cassaro,
Connor McMahon, Mike Cassidy, Mike Zanfardino, Tom Feeney and Zach
Fitzgerald.

COACH OF THE YEAR...Head Coach
Dennis McCaffery has been selected by
the NFHS Coaches Association as the
2013 Coach of the Year in the sport of
baseball for New Jersey. Coach Mac
has now been selected as the State Coach
of the Year by both the N.J. Coaches
Association and the National Coaches
Association.

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923. 
Financial assistance is available.  like us at westfieldareay! 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
11:00AM-1:00PM 

 

�� Sport samplers and skill 
stations include Youth 
Conditioning/Off Season 
Conditioning, Soft-Play area, 
Fun Junction and Basketball!  

�� Information about other 
Westfield Area Y programs 
available 
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FREE 
COMMUNITY 

EVENT 

WINTER BASKETBALL LEAGUES 
4 yr old instructional � 14 & under travel!  

Contact Amanda Aguirre for details at 
aaguirre@westfieldynj.org 

BECOME A MEMBER 
on 11/1 and we will waive the Joiner’s Fee! 

($100 value) 

Probitas Verus Honos
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follow me on Twitter @HomesWestfield to get a  

sneak peek at our new listings at #209Central!

#1 Agent Westfield Office – 2006-2014

email: isre@aol.com • website: TheIsoldiCollection.com

Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

1231 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains
Offered at $1,888,000

29 Hawthorne Drive, Westfield
Offered at $1,549,000

322 Hillside Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $2,199,000

900 Fox Hill Lane, Scotch Plains
Offered at $1,268,000

739 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $1,999,950

255 Munsee Way, Westfield
Offered at $1,899,900

111 Prospect Street #3E, Westfield
Offered at $1,395,000

718 Warren Street, Westfield
Offered at $899,900

The Isoldi Collection.com
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WWESTFIELD VOLUNTEER 
RESCUE SQUAD 
We Need Your Help! 

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad is seeking eligible persons to volunteer for 
our open EMT & dispatch positions.  The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad is an 
all-volunteer, non-profit organization providing pre-hospital emergency care.  We 
render medical assistance to over 30,000 people in Westfield and neighboring 
towns.  New volunteer Emergency Medical Technicians and Dispatchers are needed 
to continue our 64-year tradition of dedication to our community.   

Save Lives and Learn a Useful Skill! 

Benefits 

� Fulfill a higher calling   
� Free training (including CPR & EMT certification)  
� Student scholarship program 
� Child care reimbursement  
� Group-term life insurance  
� Length of Service Awards Program  
� Help your family and neighbors in their time of need!  

Join and volunteer for an experience like no other! 
Help respond to over 2,300 calls a year. 

Come in for an application or visit the website today! 
 

335 Watterson Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Phone: (908) 233-2500 
www.westfieldrescuesquad.org 

OWEN BRAND
NMLS# 222999

Home Financing By

owen.brand@pncmortgage.com
Member

FDIC

Local: 908-789-2730

Cell: 908-337-7282

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank,

National Association, a subsidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit

approval and property appraisal. 2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

SM

EIGHTH IN A SERIES
Take a guess … which WHS boys

team has the highest winning percent-
age?

Hint: It’s not football, soccer, swim-
ming, wrestling, bowling, baseball, golf,
tennis or track.

The correct answer is cross-country.
The harriers came into the 2015 sea-

son with a 544-102-1 record, an 84.2
winning percentage. And that percent-
age is now 84.3, following a 5-0 record
this fall. They will be bring a 79-meet
winning streak into next season.

The beauty of cross-country is that
you normally don’t win unless the en-
tire team helps. Having a No. 1 and No.
2 is important, but it’s negated if your
opponent goes 3-4-5-6.

WHS has had some great runners. Ed
Hoos, Dave Coleman, Dave Calvert, Cliff
Sheehan (two times), Matt Elmuccio
(three) and Jeff Perrella were all state
champions. And, although some came
very close, there are many great runners
who never won a state title – Steve
Atwood, Gerry McGowan, Ken
Robinson, Brian Clancey, Mike O’Brien,
Dave Miller, George Abitante, Dave
Fitzgerald, Greg Kasko, Andy Jacob,
Tim Yockel, Craig Russell, Dan Avis,
Gordon Kaslusky, Andrew Kirna, Jack
Leahy, Matt Luppino and Matt Russo.

But you don’t win 43 conference, 35
county, 24 sectional and 15 state cham-
pionships with one runner. You do it by
preaching “team … team … team …
pack … pack … pack” and few coaches
have done that better than Walt Clarkson
and Jack Martin, WHS’s coaches from
1960-82 and 1983-2011, respectively.

Let’s start from the beginning …
In the early 1930s Frank Esposito

was literally a “one-man team” as he
represented WHS in cross-country
meets on both the state and national
level. He was third and second at states
in 1931 and ’32, and eighth and fourth
at the national meet.

The first official team was in the fall
of 1936, when track coach Dick
Goodrich had a 2-2 team. But that was
a one-year thing and the sport didn’t
return until after World War II under
coach Melvin Michaels. The 1946 team
went 5-2 and finished third at states
(first among Group 3 schools). They
were led by Hoos, a senior who showed
his win at the Union County champion-
ships was no fluke by beating the whole
state. Hoos’s effort, and the team’s third-
place finish, was worthy of two para-
graphs in the Nov. 21, 1946 Leader.

Michaels coached through the 1951
season, replaced by Clarence Jones.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Harriers’ Win Percentage
Tops Among Boys Teams

Ken Smida took over in 1953 and was
replaced by Lou Reccia in 1957 for
three successful seasons.

But it was the homecoming of former
star Clarkson (’49) – after coaching at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood – that sent pro-
gram into the stratosphere. Led by the
great Dave Coleman, his first team went
11-0, won the Watchung Conference
title and was fourth at states. Three
years later the 1963 team became the
first to accomplish a “championships
sweep” – winning Watchung Confer-
ence, Union County, state sectional and
state Group 4 titles. That team featured
Atwood, McGowan, Robinson, Steve
Calvert, Bruce Miller and George
Cunningham.

In addition to 1963, five more
Clarkson-coached teams – 1971, 1977,
1979, 1980 and 1981 – produced a
“championship sweep.” When he
stepped down following the 1982 sea-
son, his 23-year “numbers” were stag-
gering: a 242-28-1 dual-meet record,
22 conference, 11 county, 12 sectional
and 10 state Group 4 championships.

In a career with almost too many
defining moments to mention, the 1976
season might have been Clarkson’s
greatest. Captained by Terry Brady and
Mike O’Brien, the Blue Devils lost
their opening meet to Memorial of West
New York, then ran off 11 straight,
including narrow wins over Brick and
Union Catholic. They won the confer-
ence and county meets, but finished
second at both the Roselle Catholic and
Passaic Coaches Invitationals. They also
fell to Morristown at the sectional meet,
but rebounded to beat both Morristown
and Memorial to capture the state Group
4 title. (A year earlier WHS had been
second to Cranford by one point in the
state Group 4 meet.)

Then the team had its moment in the
sun.

On Nov. 20 at Holmdel Park, WHS
beat 13 other teams to capture the Meet
of Champions, the only WHS team to
accomplish that. O’Brien was seventh
and Dave Miller eighth, with Mike
Bailey, Chris Paul and Tim O’Brien
packing it in at Nos. 20, 21 and 23. The
Devils finished 19 points ahead of run-
ner-up Morris Catholic, which had
looked unbeatable at the two-mile mark
when all five of its runners were ahead
of WHS’s second through fifth runners.

Clarkson said, “The way our team
responded to (Morris Catholic’s) chal-
lenge, on a very demanding, hilly course,
shows the competitive character of this
group better than any words.”

The cross-country teams of Clarkson

were churning out victories and win-
ning titles at a similar rate to football
coach Gary Kehler, as both had teams
annually near the top of the state
rankings throughout the 1960s and ’70s.

Sheehan (’81) became the state’s
dominant distance runner, and along
with Dave Fitzgerald and Jacob helped
Clarkson close out his career riding a
44-meet win streak, the last loss being
to Memorial in 1977.

To say Martin had huge shoes to fill
when he took over in 1983 would be an
understatement. A standout runner him-
self in high school on Long Island –
Martin ran on a Championship of
America-winning distance medley team
at the 1964 Penn Relays – he had spent
the previous eight fall seasons coach-
ing Edison Junior High’s soccer teams.
But he was more than up to the task.
Including a hiccup in 1989 (3-3 record,
but still county champs), his 29-year
record was a mind-boggling 226-23.
And his teams won 18 conference, 18
county, 10 sectional and 5 state titles.

While there were some superstars –
Jacob, Elmuccio and Perrella – Martin’s
teams mostly relied on a pack mental-
ity. And they got extra motivation from
T-shirts proclaiming “Get Jacked.”

Martin’s teams produced four “cham-
pionship sweeps” in 1995, ’96, 2010
and ’11. That final team finishing third
– first among public schools – at the
Meet of Champions. And then that team
– seniors Jack Leahy, John Kirna, Kevin
Ingram, David Carville and Evan Tarlow

– gave Martin the cherry on the whipped
cream on top of the sundae when it
qualified for Nike Nationals in Oregon.

Martin’s teams put together win
streaks of 23, 24 and 49 straight, before
closing with a final string of 59 in a row
after a 2004 loss. And that streak reached
79 this fall, as current coach Chris
Tafelski (’97), himself a Martin protégé,
ran his four-year record to 20-0. And in
championship meets, Tafelski’s teams
have won four conference, two county
(this year’s meet was yesterday) and
two sectional titles (this year’s meet is
Nov. 7), while finishing second, second
and sixth in Group 4.

THIS AND THAT
Jack Shirk tied the school record

with nine pass receptions Saturday
against North Hunterdon. And he did it
in just the first half. He now shares the
mark with Pete Ondi, Dylan Elliott and
Sean Elliott. Phil Martini started at
quarterback and completed 12 passes
for 215 yards, the 10th-best total in
school history, also in just a half.

The last time WHS started a football
season 6-0 was in 1979 under Gary
Kehler, when the roster included famil-
iar names like Paul Harbaugh, Don
Cassett, Tom Della Badia, Fred Kessler
and Rick Elliott. The first loss was at
Montclair, 7-3. Current coach Jim
DeSarno’s 2008 team started 5-0 be-
fore falling to Irvington, 27-6.

KASKO RAISES $1,100
Running on a windy day with a wind-

chill factor of 33 degrees, former WHS
cross-country and track star Greg Kasko
(’83) completed the Ironman Maryland
last weekend in Cambridge, Maryland.
Running for the memory of the late
Thom Hornish, WHS’s longtime girls
cross-country coach who passed away
in August, Kasko raised $1,100 after
teaming with Multiple Myeloma Re-
search Foundation’s Team for Cures.
The race was postponed after Hurri-
cane Joaquin earlier in the month.

Next week: Girls cross-country

SPF PAL A, C & E Wins
In Grid Kid Showdowns

A three-of-four winning effort fea-
tured two crucial victories by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL during
New Jersey Suburban Youth Football
League action on October 25, at Tyson
Field in Scotch Plains. The SPF A
team Raiders and the C team each
posted a key victory to remain in
contention for a playoff spot in the
NJSYFL playoffs that will start on

November 8.
The SPF A team defeated Millburn,

25-7, while the C team shut out
Cranford, 19-0. The other victory
gained by the SPF PAL was a 13-6
triumph registered by the E team
fourth graders against Cranford. The
B team seventh grade Raiders fell to
Cranford, 12-6. On Saturday in
Parsippany, the D team fifth grade
Raiders were defeated by Parsippany.

In the A level game, Aidan Guma
ran five yards to the end zone and
connected with Gus Barco for a 25-
yard touchdown pass. Barco also
dashed 15 yards to a TD and Justin
Clark took a handoff on a reverse and
bolted 65 yards to the end zone. Star-
ring in the A team victory were also
Camden Ricci, Jimmy McNichol,
Nick Belford, Nolan O’Connor, Will
Watson, Justin Williams and Kyle
Goldfarb.

The C team sixth grade Raiders
were led by their explosive runners,
Matt Power and Anthony Robinson.
Power recorded all three TDs and
Robinson scored on a conversion.
They were supported by sturdy block-
ing from Tommy Ricci, Russ Starosa,
Gabe Barco, Tyrell Wier-Johnson,
Mike Banic, Zach Harmer, Xavier
Nathaniel and Chase Alber.

The SPF C team pitched a shutout
behind Ben Cohen, Robert Koch,
Michael Judge, Jack Pares, Mike
Kloepfer, Quinn Jackson, Omar
Casamiro, Jake DeGaetano, Thomas
Avocado and Jack Eckstein. In the E
game, Matt Gashi-Brito and Colin
Widder each scored a TD, while An-
thony Romano scored on a conver-
sion run.

The B game featured a 45-yard
scoring pass on a screen from Max
Oross to Shawn Martin, who sprinted
past Cranford defenders and broke
tackles to reach the end zone. Ryan
Duthie had some nice runs. The Raid-
ers received solid defense from Kyle
Wester, Alex Werkheiser, Jack
Manville, Brighton Easterling, Jack-
son Hopkins and Sam Oross.

Westfield Surplus Is A Result Of
Effective Leadership, Smart Planning
By Sam Della Fera, Westfield

Councilman and Chair of the Town
Council’s Finance Policy Committee

The election campaign period is
known as the “silly season” because
candidates will say almost anything
to get elected. One of the silliest
things heard this year, from the Demo-
cratic candidates for the Westfield
Town Council, is that Westfield’s
budget surplus has been “hidden”
from the public and should be spent
down immediately.

It is critically important to main-
tain surplus funds as a municipal
savings account. In our personal lives,
we understand the importance of sav-
ings, and professionals recommend
that we have available six months of
expenses. In municipal budgeting,
the benchmark is a fund balance of
15 percent to 20 percent of a town’s
annual expenditures.

As a result of the decision-making
and planning of Westfield’s Mayor
and Council, our fund balance enter-
ing 2015 was 17 percent of budgeted
expenses. That has not been kept
secret, nor should it be. All of
Westfield’s budget documents are
publicly available on the Town’s
website. Our nearly $6.6-million sur-
plus is disclosed in the 2015 State
Municipal Budget Filing available
under the “Budget” tab at
www.westfieldnj.gov.

Having worked so hard to build its
rainy-day fund, it is silly to think that
the Town would be ashamed of it, and
even sillier to suggest that the money
should be spent to pander to voters.
The importance of a fund balance was
never more evident than after the col-
lapse of the financial markets in 2008
and the ensuing Great Recession.
Westfield weathered the financial
storm of cuts in state aid, lower prop-
erty-tax collections, and a 2 percent
tax levy cap, because it had an appro-
priate savings account. Nature’s storms

followed, including Hurricane Irene
and Superstorm Sandy, for which the
Town unexpectedly had to pay for
public safety, infrastructure repairs,
and recovery efforts. Wisely, we had
saved for those very circumstances.
Others apparently would not have.

In the past three years we have
rebuilt our surplus to meet recom-
mended standards. Our hard work
did not go unnoticed, except by cer-
tain Council candidates. When Stan-
dard and Poor’s awarded its AAA
credit rating to Westfield in August, it
specifically noted the Town’s surplus
as a reason, stating that “[b]eginning
in 2012, … the town made a number
of changes to restore fiscal health and
rebuild fund balance…. Fiscal 2014
marks the third year in a row with a
general fund surplus since the afore-
mentioned fiscal measures began….
Westfield’s budgetary flexibility is
very strong, … with an available fund
balance in fiscal 2014 of 17 percent
of operating expenditures, or $6.6
million.” It does not get more public
than that.

As a result of our AAA rating, the
interest rate on our recent 12-year
bonds was only 2.027 percent. Our
surplus caused that very low rate and
netted substantial savings for
Westfield taxpayers. While spending
down our fund balance might pro-
vide some fleeting tax relief, reduc-
ing or eliminating our fund balance
would result in residents paying
higher property taxes over a much
longer term and the Town having no
savings available for a rainy day. I
urge the Democratic Town Council
candidates to stop being so silly.

Paid for by the Westfield Town
Republican Committee, Greg Sawers,
Treasurer, 15 Hawthorne Drive,
Westfield, N.J. 07090

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Let’s Keep Trenton Politics
Out of Westfield

From the Desk of Mayor Andy
Skibitsky:

Westfield has a long tradition of
local council races funded via dona-
tions from local residents. This local
funding has kept thousands of
Westfielders involved in the town and
vested in Westfield’s future. The re-
sult is one of the most respected and
most well-run towns in New Jersey
— immune to outside interests and
“good ole boy” nepotism.

That is what is most distressing
about several current Westfield races
being funded from outside interests.
I have seen town-wide mailings
“PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED
BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, 16
WEST STATE STREET, TRENTON,
NJ.” So now we have Trenton-based
politicians “authorizing” the Town
of Westfield’s local campaigns? I have
seen this story played out throughout
New Jersey and it does not end well.

Trenton politicians are not funding
local races out of pure good will.
Instead, they will expect payback
through having a say in future hiring
and spending decisions. Believe me,

Westfield would not be the thriving,
Standard & Poor’s AAA rated town if
we were run out of Trenton.

We do not need Trenton party
bosses having the “authority” to de-
cide Westfield’s future. For the future
of Westfield, tell the party bosses
NO. On November 3, please vote for
your locally funded candidate. Vote
column A on November 3:

Ward 1- Frank Arena
Ward 2- JoAnn Neylan
Ward 3-Mark LoGrippo
Ward 4- Doug Stokes
Let’s keep Westfield politics local.

Sincerely, Andy Skibitsky, Mayor

P.S.: If you cannot vote on Novem-
ber 3, you can vote early in person
from now until Election Day at 300
E. North Avenue in Westfield (County
Clerk’s Office). Just show up and cast
your ballot.

Paid for by the Westfield Town
Republican Committee, Greg Sawers,
Treasurer, 15 Hawthorne Drive,
Westfield, N.J. 07090

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Westfield PAL C Team Edges
Richmond Boro Grid Kids, 7-0

HAULING IN THE PASS...TE Jack Barker hauls in a pass from Steven Angeli.
James Csorba also pictured.

The Westfield PAL Football C foot-
ball team grinded out its toughest win
of the season, a 7-0 win over rival
Richmond Boro. The Plainsman of
Richmond Boro came into the con-
test as the only other undefeated team
in the conference with a record of 4-
0-2.

“We circled this game early on in
the season and knew it would be a
dog fight,” noted head coach Peter
Gialluisi. “Richmond Boro is a very
big and physical team and they play
an old-school style of football, pound-
ing it out on the ground.”

The Blue Devils were up to the
challenge, however, and took the
opening drive in for a score. The team
used a combination of some strong

runs by reliable tailback Jalen
Simpson, a solid performance from
the offensive line, and an effective
mix of passes to punch in the opening
score. QB Steven Angeli was 3-for-4
on the opening drive, with key recep-
tions by TEs Jack Barker and Sean
Czarnecki. Simpson added 25 yards
on the ground, including the touch-
down.

On defense, the Blue Devils played
‘bend-don’t-break’. The Plainsman
moved the ball effectively on the
ground, but each drive was ultimately
stopped.

“Our strategy was to maintain con-
tain, and we did a very effective job in
keeping them inside the tackles,”
noted coach Michael Price. “Jack
Barker and Mark Gialluisi played
exceptionally well in sealing the ends
and CBs Trey Constantinou and Theo
Shapiro also stepped up and filled,”
added Price. LB Simpson also had a
big day on defense.

The victory brought the Blue Dev-
ils record to 7-0. They finish the regu-
lar season with rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on Sunday, November 1, at
Scotch Plain Fanwood at 10:30 a.m.
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Cougars Stun No. 6 Raiders in Soccer Showdown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

“Someone on the defense had a
deflection and I started down. I
brought it to the right. I should have
brought it to the left but I didn’t have
a good angle,” Romanovich said.

Leitner, who made four saves, made
a brilliant decision in the first half
when she was able to tip a lined shot
off the foot of Cougar Maggie Ro-
man just over the crossbar in the 33rd
minute.

“That was a good shot by Maggie
but it was also a very good save,” said
Romanovich, who had her hand
heavily wrapped throughout the game.

“During the Westfield game, I got
kicked by one of the girls in the hand
when I went for a header and she
went to kick the ball out,”
Romanovich explained.

The first half was pretty much an
even game with the exception of

Roman’s shot that was the only real
shot on goal during that period. There
were a few shots by each team that
sailed either left or right of the goal.
The Cougars finished with five shots
on goal, while the Raiders finished
with two shots. Each team took one
corner kick.

The victory gave the second-seeded
Cougars some momentum heading
into the Union County Tournament
semifinal game against the third-
seeded Westfield Blue Devils held at
AL Johnson High School on October
25. The winner will stand an excel-
lent chance of facing the top-seeded
Raiders, who faced Oak Knoll in the
other semifinal, for the UCT champi-
onship scheduled for Saturday, Octo-
ber 31, at Kean University.

“Both teams were going into
today’s game just looking for a com-

petitive match to build the seed of
play for the weekend. Defensively,
we pressed hard and everything kind
of worked itself out. We executed our
game plan very well today,” Cougar
Head Coach Jen Michewicz said.
“Hopefully, this will give us the mo-
mentum for Sunday’s game against
Westfield and hopefully in the finals
against Scotch Plains. We have been
working hard all week towards the
county tournament. We knew this was
a good game to get us there.”

“We are happy with the win but we
want to make sure we are staying
focused going into the semifinals. We
have to take care of what we have to do
then go from there,” McGovern said.
“We haven’t won since 2009, so we
definitely have some business to do.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 0 0
Cranford 0 1 1

Westfield Air Attack Downs No. Hunterdon, 45-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

“Our defense, in practice every
week, Coach [Ken] Miller says, ‘put
the nail in the coffin every single
practice and don’t let up on anything.’
Our defense came in and we shut
them down,” Gagum said.

The Blue Devils put together a nine-
play, 52-yard scoring drive that ended
with Curry’s one-yard TD run with
7:23 left in the first quarter. Four
minutes later, Moriarty kicked his
field goal. Early in the second quar-
ter, the Lions were forced to punt.
Pierre grabbed the ball at the Westfield
34 then after looping back four yards,
sprinted toward the right sideline un-
til he reached pay dirt, completing a
70-yard TD return.

“It sort of went over my head. I
tried to catch it, and when I turned

around, I saw great blocks from my
whole defensive line but I also had a
great block, Jeff [Gagum] right here
had a great block. I just ran. Once I
saw [Owen] Kessler made that guy
fall, I knew that I had it,” Pierre ex-
plained.

“He’s a first year punt returner.
He’s figuring it out. In the beginning,
he was a little tentative catching balls,
now he’s aggressive. Even if he
doesn’t gain yardage, he’s saving us
yardage. Today, he put on a nice little
show,” Coach DeSarno said.

Curry added a three-yard TD run
with 8:26 left in the half. One minute
later, the Lions’ trick play, a lateral
from receiver Jacob Berg to running
back Rob Marron, resulted in a 66-
yard TD run, making the score 24-6.

One minute later, Shirk hauled in his
five-yard TD pass then with 1:45 left
in the half, Boutsikaris galloped over
the goal line with a 14-yard TD re-
ception. Curry’s four-yard TD run in
the third quarter with 10:50 on the
clock activated the Mercy Rule.

Next on the list with be a home
game with Watchung Hills this Satur-
day, October 29, at 1 p.m.

“We have to stay confident. Just go
out there an do our stuff,” Shirk said.

“We got to stay humble. We can’t
really dwell on our 6-0 record. We got
to go at every single game,” Pierre
said.

“We got to play every game like it’s
our last,” Gagum said.
No. Hunterdon   0   6   0   0 6
Westfield 10 28   7   0 45
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BREAKING THROUGH FOR THE TD...Blue Devil running back Jack Curry breaks through for another touchdown after
getting a good block from left guard Tom Morley, No. 77, against North Hunterdon at Kehler Stadium on October 24.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING HER HIP INTO THE BALL...Raider Caroline Babis, right, puts her hip into the ball as Cougars Siobhan
McGovern, No. 5, Katie Romanovich, No. 6, and Maggie Roman, No. 15, along with Raider Christina Rodgers look on.
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Blue Devils Jump Cougars in UCT Soccer Semis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

when junior midfielder Taylor Mor-
gan took a cross from sophomore
center back Natalie Bond and looped
the ball over Cougar goalkeeper Cam
Hay.

“Coach Schmidt has been pushing
running to the goal, trying to get me
to go up more considering I have
speed. I knew Taylor is so fast. If I just
played it, she would get onto it and
she did, she finished,” Bond said.

“Me and Natalie were pretty close
on and off the field. We know how to
talk, so if I am going towards the
outside, she knows to play it. Our
eyes met, she hit the ball and I ran
onto it,” Morgan described. “She
[Hay] came out from the near post
and dove too soon and I hit it over her.
I don’t think she thought that I would
get on the end of it.”

Midway through the first half, the
Blue Devils got a corner kick that
senior Julia Frontero lofted into the
box where sophomore forward

Melina McDevitt managed to get on
the receiving end to head it into the
net.

“Julia Frontero just sent the ball in
right literally on the goal line and I
just headed it. It went over the goalie’s
head. I was far post and I guess it went
over everyone,” McDevitt said.

“It’s the county semifinals and the
girls were excited. Ever since our first
Cranford game where we lost, we had
to make some changes, moves some
pieces around. Since that point, the
girls have got to work in practice. We
worked on defense and attack, spe-
cific things,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Alex Schmidt said. “Our goal today
was make sure we were better than the
last game. Today it was definitely,
especially the first half, probably the
best first half all season. The girls
moved the ball well and caught them.
The girls are hungry to get back to the
finals. It’s been awhile.”

During the first half, the Cougars

had five corner kicks before the Blue
Devils got their first one of three. By
game’s end, both teams added an-
other corner kick. Blue Devil goal-
keeper Liz Brucia made three saves
and Hay made two.

The second half was much differ-
ent as the Cougars spearheaded by
senior forward Siobhan McGovern,
senior center midfielder Maddie Hart,
junior Lindsay Wielgus and sopho-
more forward Lauren Williamson put
the Blue Devils defenders to the test
throughout. Four minutes into the
half, McGovern’s shot was rejected
by a defender. Next Wielgus,
McGovern and Williamson launched
a three-pronged attack, but the Blue
Devils successfully defended.

Later, Lyndsay Pace set up
McGovern but the defense rejected
her shot. Near the end of the game a
corner kick into the box was rejected
then Hart took a shot that Brucia
smothered.

“Our back line is all together. We
are a team. We all know each other.
It’s just like Taylor and I have a con-
nection, the whole defense is like
that. If I miss a tackle over here,
Olivia [Luzzie] had my back just like
I had her back on the first play. Then
Ashley Gigon is so fast, has my back
all the time and Raffi Laitamaki also
and Sonya Peregrim is also with us,”
Bond said.

Not only was Morgan playing up
front but she also could be spotted
way in the back helping with the
defense.

“When I play in the midfield, I like
to drop in,” Morgan said.

“No. 10 [Lauren Williamson] up
top is a real good player. We knew we
had to watch out for her. They just
beat Scotch Plains. They are a good
size. I think they are going to do
really well for the Group 3 states,”
Coach Schmidt said. “When we talked
the last time at the half, it was 2-0, and
they scored one. We were cognizant
of it that they could score. There were
a couple that they crossed in there. I
am really proud of the defense, I am
really proud of Lizzie [Brucia], a
little disconnect in the midfield up
top but that’s going to happen in
games but we weathered the storm.”
Westfield 2 0 2
Cranford 0 0 0

RAIDER BORD WINS GIRLS; WF’s SIEGEL 2ND IN BOYS

Blue Devil Boys, Girls Win
Watchung Conference in XC
The Westfield High School boys

placed six of their runners in the Top-
9 and the Blue Devil girls placed
seven in the Top-9 to handily win
their respective Union County Con-
ference Watchung Division titles at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on Octo-
ber 20. The Blue Devil boys finished
with a total of 24 to outpace second-
placed Union at 63 and third-placed
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 69. The
Lady Blue Devils totaled 25 and the
Lady Raiders took second at 55.

In the boys Watchung Division,
Jon Mobisa of Union took top indi-
vidual honors, finishing first with a
time of 16:42, followed by Blue Devil
Ryan Siegel at 16:50 and Raider
Lukas Stein also at 16:50. Blue Dev-
ils scooped up the next five spots,
beginning with Jacob Triarsi who took
fifth at 16:52, followed by Aditya
Singh at 16:56, Matt Meusel at 17:11,
Nick Antonelli at 17:24 and Alex
Campbell at 17:29. Raider Marco
Rodrigues finished 12th at 18:04,
followed by teammate Colin Sullivan
at 18:20.

Raider Maddy Bord captured first
in the Watchung girls Division with a
time of 20:08. Blue Devils captured
places 3 through 9, beginning with
Mia Melao at 20:24, followed by
Julia Myers at 20:31, Julia Gretsky at
20:41, Emma Jackler at 20:46, Devyn
Heinzerling at 20:49, Noelle
Blackford at 20:56 and Brooke
Schaeffer at 21:00. Raider Kelly
Mehorter finished 12th at 22:21, fol-
lowed by Becky Mehorter at 22:28.

The Union Catholic Vikings won
the boys and girls Mountain Divi-
sion. The Viking boys totaled 32,
while Summit placed second at 44,
Rahway was third at 89 and Cranford
was fourth at 103. The Viking girls
had a close race with Summit but
prevailed with a 24 total to the
Hilltoppers’ 30. Governor Livingston
took third at 75 and Cranford was
fourth at 79.

Viking Nate Papachristos won the
boys race with a time of 16:27, fol-
lowed by Summit Hilltopper Chris
Heckelman at 16:32. Cougars Trevor

Aschmies at 17:41 and Sean
O’Donnell at 17:55 finished 12-20.
Lady Vikings Amari Onque-Shabazz
at 19:29 and Asia Johnson at 19:38
finished 1-2 in their race followed by
Hilltopper Lauren Diaz at 19:45. Cou-
gars Lindsay Aschmies at 20:54, Julia
Kelly at 20:56 and Amanda Bush at
20:57 finished 11-12-13.

The Blue Devil boys and girls also
gobbled up top honors in the JV race.
The boys totaled 24 and placed nine
runners in the Top-10, while Union
Catholic took second at 88. The Lady
Blue Devils placed eight runners in
the Top-10 and totaled 19 and Sum-
mit was second with 53.

Blue Devil Alex Hall won the boys
race with a time of 17:14, followed
by teammates Gabe Givelbar at 17:24,
Cameron Chin at 17:31 and Matt
Baker at 17:34. Blue Devil Lukas
Naeveke finished sixth at 17:36, fol-
lowed by teammates Dan Scalia at
17:37, Ben Salerno at 17:47, Braden
Siegel at 17:48 and Spencer Weigand
at 17:53.

Blue Devil Naomi Long crossed

first for the girls with a time of 21:08.
Lucy Gretsky finished third at 21:19,
followed by Julia Friss at 21:26, Liz
Moesa at 21:35, Casey Ryan at 21:37
and Zoe Chadowitz at 21:41. Cindy
Qiang took ninth at 21:43, followed
by Jessica Stern at 21:47.

Summit won the freshmen boys
race (2.1 miles) with a total of 25 and
Westfield took second at 56. Westfield
won the girls race with a total of 22,
followed by Union Catholic at 56 and
the Raiders at 64.

Summit Hilltopper Malcolm
Holman took top honors for the boys
with a time of 12:16. Blue Devil Dan
Han finished fifth at 12:41. Blue Dev-
ils Aaron Camacho at 12:47, Cooper
Brennan at 13:03 and Zach Jacobson
at 13:06 finished 7-10-11. Viking
Kathryn Zeigler won the girls race
with a time of 14:15, followed by
Blue Devils Candice Radice at 14:26,
Brianna Hatch at 14:55 and Sarah
Hacker at 15:16. Kendall Robertson,
Claire Yamano and Olivia Shields
finished 6-7-8, while Carley Farella
and Lauren Triarsi finished 10-11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Freshman Gabby Markase tied
for first on floor at the Union County Gymnastics Championships this past
Friday. Gabby also tied for sixth in vault. She will be competing with the Lady
Cougars at the North II State Sectional championships early next month in
vault, bars, and floor. Junior Trevor Aschmies led the boys cross-country team
to a fourth place finish at the Union County Conference Championships with
a personal best time of 17:41.

HEADING FOR A BIG GAIN…Reid Colwell, No. 43, breaks a big gain in WF
A team’s 30-0 win over Richmond.

The Westfield PAL “A” football
team continued its winning ways with
an impressive 30-0 victory over Rich-
mond on October 26. The Blue Dev-
ils racked up over 300 yards of total
offense with Tim Alliegro running
for scores and Henry Meiselman and
Victor Coustan catching touchdown
passes from Hank Shapiro. Reid
Colwell also ran the ball effectively
and Bryan Felter kicked three extra
points with Ryan Smith as the holder
and Declan McCauley as the long-

snapper.
As well as the offense played, the

defense was also up the task with
Griffin Rooney hauling in an inter-
ception and several players, includ-
ing Colin Freer, Nick Martini, Ray
Hurtt, Julius Zhang, Matt O’Connor,
Colin Elliott, Joe Muselli and John
Czarnecki recording tackles and play-
ing great defense.

Next up for the Blue Devils will be
an away game against a tough Scotch
Plains-Fanwood squad.
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PIERCE 2 GOALS, McNEELEY 1; LEITNER 15TH SHUTOUT

Raider Girls Stay Unbeaten,
Shutout Oak Knoll Royals, 3-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood remained
undefeated and served notice that it
remains the team to beat in Central
Jersey girls’ soccer. The Raiders re-
bounded from a scoreless draw against
Westfield to defeat Oak Knoll, 3-0, in
a game held on October 20 in Scotch
Plains. The game served as a preview
of their Union County Tournament
semifinal match-up that was sched-
uled for this past Sunday night at
Johnson High in Clark.

“This was a good performance by
us today,” said Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Head Coach Kevin Ewing.
“We’ve been working on possession
in the offensive third of the field lately.

We did a good job of that today. It is
nice to get a win against a good solid
team like Oak Knoll but it will be a
totally different game on Sunday
when we play them again. This means
nothing.”

Senior Annie Pierce scored twice to
pace the offense and Kerri McNeely
added another for the home team. That
was more than enough with standout
keeper Andrea Leitner between the
pipes for the Raiders. Leitner notched
her 15th shutout of the season and was
rarely tested on this day. Leitner fin-
ished with four saves.

After an even start to the match,
Pierce got the Raiders on the board in
the game’s 26th minute when she
outraced Oak Knoll Royal goaltender
Shannon McDermott to the ball then
dribbled a shot past her into the back
of the net.

“Amanda Logie played the ball in
to me and it was 50/50 as to who was
going to get to it first,” said Pierce.
“When I got to it ahead of her I just
sort of sidestepped her and put away
the shot.”

In the second half, the Raider started
to pull away courtesy of sophomore
Kerri McNeely’s goal in the 63rd
minute of play. McNeely got ahead
of the field on a breakaway then
crossed in front of the goal with the
ball before putting it into the corner

of the net.
“They played the ball off of a free

kick,” said McNeely. “I really think
they thought that I was off sides on
the play. I came away with the ball
and it was just the goaltender and me.
I began dribbling and kicked it across
the field from one side of the goal to
the other. She came out at me and that
was when I decided to take the shot.”

Pierce scored her second goal of
the game, icing the contest in the 71st
minute of play.

“Kayla Krutis slid the ball to me on
a cross,” said Pierce. “I saw that the
goaltender was playing to one side of
the net and I shot for the opposite
corner.”

Amanda Logie and Kayla Krutis
each had one assist. Goalkeeper Sh-
annon McDermott had five saves for
Oak Knoll.

The victory moved Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s overall record to 15-0-1
with the draw coming against Westfield
last week. Oak Knoll slipped to 10-3-
1. The two teams were set for a quick
rematch on Sunday, October 25, in the
UCT semifinals.

“It was great to get the win today,”
said Pierce. “I think we played well
against them but we have to be on
guard against being overconfident.”
Oak Knoll 0 0 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 2 3

WF 8U Baseball Blue Beats
Summit, 6-5, S. Plainfield, 10-8

CRANFORD LEAGUE CHAMPS...The Westfield 8U Blue, pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Julia Messerman, Taylor Francis, Kate Bloom, Angie Mora,
Keri Rothenberg, Natalie Gonzalez, Maura Hyland and Coach David Mora; back
row, Coach Brad Rothenberg, Samantha Lerner, Coach Scott Lerner, Catherine
Heflin, Alexis Scherzer, Emily Gao, Julianne Kamins and Coach Joel Kamins Not
pictured: Coach Susan Francis.

The Westfield U8 Blue won a 6-5
semifinal over Summit and a 10-8
championship game over South
Plainfield to win the Cranford Fall
League championship.

In Game 1, Westfield spotted Sum-
mit three-run lead in the first inning
but Westfield matched it in the bot-
tom of the inning. Summit grabbed a
5-3 lead in the third until Catherine
Heflin hit the first of two HR’s to get
Westfield within one run. In the fourth,
Samantha Lerner rapped a bases-

loaded two-run single, making the
score, 6-5.

Stellar defense by Westfield held
the Summit team scoreless through
the final three frames, sending them
to the championship game against
South Plainfield team.

The title game began much like the
first, with Westfield falling behind, 3-
0, in the first inning. Heflin ham-
mered another two-run HR, scoring
Keri Rothenberg. Alexis Scherzer
doubled and Julianne Kamins and
Kate Bloom added clutch hits to score
another run to tie the game.

Westfield trailed by two entering
the bottom of the fifth. Taylor Francis
tripled and Heflin tapped an RBI single.
Scherzer’s (3-for-3 in the game) hit
put runners on first and second with no
outs. Julianne Kamins then launched a
two-run triple, giving WF the 9-8 lead.
Bloom added an RBI.

Westfield put South Plainfield down
1-2-3 in the final frame with a ground
out to 3b Heflin, a pop-out to
Rothenberg on the mound, and a hard
grounder to Rothenberg, who threw
to 1b Taylor Francis, who made a
great stretch for the out.

Westfield showed strong depth and
great defense with hits and stellar
defense from every member of the
squad, including Julia Messerman,
Maura Hyland, Emily Gao, Angie
Mora and Natalie Gonzalez. The WF
U8 Blues were one of four U8 teams
the GSLW fielded in fall league travel
play, showing the continued strength
of the program, led by Travel Direc-
tor, Patrick McBrearty and GSLW
President, Joseph Verga.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

ORDINANCE NO. 15-20

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§106-4 (DEFINITIONS) IN AR-
TICLE I (GENERAL PROVI-
SIONS) IN CHAPTER 106
(LAND USE) AND § 5-49 (DU-
TIES AND POWERS) IN AR-
TICLE VIII (BOROUGH ENGI-
NEER IN CHAPTER 3 (AD-
MINISTRATION) OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO DEFINE THE
ROLES OF THE BOROUGH
ENGINEER AND BOARD EN-
GINEER WITH RESPECT TO
LAND USE APPLICATIONS
AND DEVELOPMENTS.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
15-20, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2015

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood

1 T - 10/29/15, The Leader Fee: $28.56

Courtesy of Laura Ortiz

FORCING A TURNOVER...Westfield Junior Varsity linebacker, Jacob Dayon,
rips the ball away from the Immaculata quarterback to seal the win. The
Westfield defense forced five turnovers en route to a 12-6 victory at Kehler
Stadium on October 19.

WF PAL ‘A’ Stops Richmond, 30-0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO GIVE A BOOT...Blue Devil Grace Elliott, No. 15, gets ready to kick the ball as Cougars Grace DiGiovanni,
No. 4, and Maddie Hart, No. 7, close in during the Union County Semifinal game at AL Johnson in Clark.
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No. 1 Ohio State Pummels
Rutgers Scarlet Knights, 49-7

By BROOKS CRANDALL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Rutgers Scarlet Knights (3-4,
1-3 Big Ten) lost 49-7 to the defend-
ing national champion and consen-
sus 1 ranked Ohio State Buckeyes (8-
0, 4-0 Big 10, 21 straight victories),
last Saturday night at sold out (53,511)
High Point Solutions Stadium.
Rutgers had been on an impressive
recent run with a commanding a vic-
tory over Kansas, a heartbreaking
last-minute loss to 4 ranked Michi-
gan State and an epic come-from-
behind victory a week earlier at Indi-
ana when they were behind, 52-27, in
third quarter and rallied for a 55-52

victory as time expired. However,
this game turned out to be more like
a pilot of TV show called Knights of
the Walking Dead.

A Saturday night game against a
big time college football opponent
brings high octane energy to Rutgers’
High Point Solutions Stadium. For
those from the Garden State who
have not experienced a big time col-
lege game in the state, it is a different
energy than a pro game. One section
of the passionate student fan base
points to another sections and screams
“R” and another section points back
with the familiar “U”.

The award winning Rutgers Scarlet
Knights band sways back and forth
and belts out the Rutgers fight song
and loyal scarlet clad alumni and fam-
ily cheer loudly. There is an infectious
enthusiasm and a realization that
Rutgers (and NJ) is playing with the
big boys on a prime time stage (that
was the lead ESPN game on ABC).

Since joining the Big 10 last sea-
son, Rutgers has played Saturday
night games in NJ against Penn State,
Michigan, Michigan State and now
Ohio State. Until last night, Rutgers
has more than held their own on
Saturday nights on the banks of the
Raritan River, winning against Michi-
gan and losing to Penn State and
Michigan State that should have won
in the end.

The Rutgers offense fed the fren-
zied crowd as they took the opening
kickoff and drove deep into Ohio
State Territory. The drive was high-
lighted by an 18-yard pass by Rutgers’
red shirt sophomore QB Chris
Loviano to WR Leonte Caroo, a 20-
yard run by RB Paul James, and a
gutsy fourth-and-one conversion at
the Ohio State 19.

However, Laviano sailed a pass over
an open Leonte Caroo streaking to the
back of the end zone. Rutgers had to
settle for a short 29-yard field goal
attempt by inconsistent kicker Kyle
Federico, who unfortunately hooked
the ball and it bonked off the off the
very top of the upright and the attempt
was no good. A big missed opportu-
nity. The Rutgers drive was wasted,
the Rutgers faithful were hushed and
there was a uneasy feeling that this
could be a long night for Rutgers.

Rutgers forced QB J.T. Barrett to
fumble on Ohio State’s first drive deep

in Rutgers territory to fire up the crowd
again. After a quick series by Rutgers,
Buckeye Jalin Mashall returned a punt
into Rutgers territory. Barret directed
a drive to inside the five-yard line and
Heisman hopeful Buckeye RB Ezekiel
Elliott (142 yards and 2 touchdowns)
dove off tackle into the end zone for a
7-0 lead.

It was all Buckeyes for the rest of
first half as Ohio State’s Barrrett
passed to Michael Thomas for a 14-
0 lead and then Barrett ran into the
end zone untouched for a 21 to zip
lead at half. Barrett, the Ohio State
QB, who had been named the starter
over QB Cardale Jones earlier in the

week by future hall of fame coach,
Urban Meyer, is more of a duel threat
and showed it as he accounted for
four touchdowns (2 rushing, 2 pass-
ing). OSU is so deep at QB two-year
starter Senior Braxton Miller is a
wide receiver for the team.

The second half was about to get
worse for the Knights as Rutgers’
best player, WR Caroo, who suffered
an ankle injury against Indiana and
was a game time decision, did not
play the second half. To say they
missed his contribution is like saying
Chris Christie would miss Dunkin

Donuts during a diet. Caroo had seven
receptions for 157 yards last week
and has nine TD’s this season even
after missing two earlier games.

To the delight of many thousand
vocal OSU fans, the Buckeyes poured
it on in the second half and scored 28
unanswered points without the
Rutgers offense getting past their own
40-yard line. The Knights scored a
garbage time TD in the final seconds
from back up QB Heyden Rettig to
WR Andre Patton. It was nice to see
a small contingent of Rutgers student
fans that remained to the bitter end of
the lopsided loss and cheered loudly
for that last TD as Rutgers avoided

being shut out.
Up next for the Scarlet Knights are

games at Wisconsin, at Michigan,
home for Nebraska, at Army and
home for the final game with Mary-
land. It will take a monumental effort
to win three more games to become
bowl eligible again with six wins.
After several defensive players were
kicked off the team at the beginning
of the season and an earlier head
coach suspension, getting a bowl bid
might be the only thing that saves
Kyle Flood from the signature
Rutgers’ chop.

The Westfield High School field
hockey team lost a 2-1, overtime
heartbreaker to Glen Ridge in a regu-
lar season game at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on October 23. But
when the chips were down, the sev-
enth-seeded Lady Blue Devils

knocked off 10th-seeded Watchung
Hills, 4-0, in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 1, Group 4 Tour-
nament at Westfield on October 26.

Blue Devil Alexa Stiles scored a
first-half goal in the game against
Glen Ridge but Alexa Guttari tied the
score just before the half on a penalty
shot. Then in overtime, Guttari net-
ted the game winner. Glen Ridge
goalkeeper Anna Whitney made five
saves, while Westfield keeper Chris-
tina Seery made 12 saves.

Against the Watchung Hills War-
riors, senior Cami Sullivan notched a
pair of goals and added an assist,
while Stiles and Shannon Devitt each
added a goal. Seery made seven saves.
Glen Ridge 1 0 1 2
Westfield 1 0 0 1

Watchung Hills 0 0 0
Westfield 2 2 4

Cougars Rout Rahway
In Girls Soccer, 5-0

The Cranford High School girls
soccer team routed Rahway, 5-0, at
Memorial Field in Cranford on Octo-
ber 20. Senior Siobhan McGovern
found the net twice, while Maddie
Hart (1 assist), Lindsay Wielgus and
Lauren Williamson each added a goal.
Julia Madsen had two assists and
Meagan Montague had one. Goal-
keeper Cam Hay made two saves.

Rahway 0 0 0
Cranford 3 2 5

Lady Blue Devils Jar
Union in Soccer, 6-0

The Westfield High School girls
soccer team baffled the visiting Union
Farmers immediately tallying five
goals in the first half en route to a 6-
0 victory in Westfield on October 22.
Grace Elliott netted a pair of goals,
while Haley Farella, Hannah Hawkins
and Melina McDevitt each added a
goal and an assist. Taylor Morgan
scored once and Julia Frontero con-
tributed two assists. Goalkeeper Liz
Brucia made three saves.

Field Hockey Blue Devils Fall
To Glen Ridge, Top Watchung Hills

Soccer Raiders Rock
St. Joe (Metuchen), 4-1

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team humbled St.
Joseph’s (Metuchen), 4-1, in Scotch
Plains on October 22. Jordan Cimring
notched a goal and an assist, while
Zach Cimring, Zach Halma and Rob
Viglione each added one goal. Alex
Ferrara and James Tenzer each added
an assist.
St. Joseph’s 0 1 1
Sc Pl-Fanwood 2 2 4

BEAULIEU NOTCHES GAME WINNER, BIRKEL 14 SAVES

Blue Devils’ 1st-Half Score
Downs Soccer Cardinals, 1-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys’
soccer team successfully navigated
a minefield in scoring a hard fought
1-0 victory over Plainfield
on October 22 in Plainfield.
Luke Beaulieu scored the
only goal of the game in the
10th minute of play and Blue
Devil goalkeeper Cullen
Birkel made it hold up the
rest of the way by recording
14 saves.

“Birkel had to work for all
of them,” said Westfield Head
Coach Eric Shaw. “None of
the shots were too difficult,
which is a good sign. It shows
that he is in the right place at
the right time to defend
against shots. His size is a
big factor for us and we need
him to play big for us.”

Each team had chances to
score early in the contest.
Owen Prybylski nearly got
the Blue Devils on the board
in the opening minute but he
dragged a shot wide across
the front of the box just be-
yond the left post. Plainfield
nearly scored one of its own when
William Guzman got free for a shot
on the left side in front of the box.
But Birkel stopped Guzman’s
pointblank attempt, leaving the game
scoreless five minutes into the con-
test.

“Number 8 (Guzman) is very quick
and crafty,” said Shaw. “He created a
lot of chances for them throughout
the first half and really, throughout
the game.”

Beaulieu broke the deadlock 10
minutes into play when he received
a pass from Prybylski and converted
it for the score.

“We got the ball outside and Owen
made a great play on the ball,” said
Beaulieu. “He held it up for me and
I filled the box like we are taught to
do. The shot was there for me to take
and I just got it past the goalkeeper.”

Westfield frustrated the Plainfield
attack the rest of the first half and
took a stubborn 1-0 lead into the
intermission. In the second half the
host team would press the issue mak-
ing several forays into the Blue Devil

side of the field. The Cardinals nearly
got the equalizer in the 44th minute
when Chris Navarette got behind the
defense and raced in towards the left
side of the goal with the ball and a

one-on-one situation against Birkel.
The Blue Devil goalkeeper was up to
the challenge though in swatting
Navarette’s kick wide of the post.

“Plainfield has a lot of individually
skilled players,” said Beaulieu. “They
get down the line and play lots of
crosses, which keeps the pressure on
your defense. It is tough to play one-
on-one defense against them.”

Birkel came up big again stopping
a shot from dead center by
Plainfield’s Edwin Orellano in the
65th minute to preserve the 1-0 lead.

“I thought in the first half it was a
50/50 kind of game,” said Plainfield
Head Coach Ron Umana. “In the
second half I thought we played way
more in their end of the field but we
needed to attack them with more num-
bers. I think that would have given us
a better chance to finish off some of
those scoring opportunities.”

Birkel held the fort the rest of the
way and the Blue Devils got to
breathe a sigh of relief for not get-
ting bogged down in the legendary
pitch of natural grass and mystery

Westfield ‘Y’ Devilfish Host
Annual Classic Swim Meet

Recently, the Westfield Area “Y”
Devilfish Swim Team hosted its 20th
Annual Devilfish Classic Invitational
Swim Meet (DFC) in the Wallace
Pool in Westfield. More than 730
swimmers participated throughout
the three sessions in the fundraising
event.

More than a third of the Devilfish
achieved personal best times and set
two meet records (MR).

8U Girls: Madelyn Lee (2nd 25-
back, 3rd 25-fly), Catherine Ritter
(3rd 25-free).

8U Boys: Cole Sharkey (1st 25-fly
– MR, 3rd 50-free and 100IM), Lo-
gan Swenson (2nd 25-free and 25-
back).

9-10 Girls: Emily Constable (3rd
100-breast), Lauren Lane (3rd 100-
free).

9-10 Boys: Colin Cimei (3rd 50-
back), Christian Tedesco (1st 50-free,
50-breast and 100IM), Aidan Troy
(3rd 100-breast).

11-12 Girls: Isabelle Gauthier (3rd
100-free and 50-breast), Natalie Lee
(1st 50-fly – MR, 50-free and 50-
back,), Sofia Leonetti (1st 50-breast),
Gigi Sandull (2nd 100-breast, 3rd
100IM), Bridget Thomas (1st 100-
free).

11-12 Boys: Roan Baker (1st 100-
breast and 100IM, 2nd 50-free),
Henry Brown (1st 50-free, 100-free
and 50-fly), Seth Camacho (2nd 50-
back and 50-fly), Matt London (3rd
100-breast), Iliya Musheyev (3rd 50-
breast), Siddharth Tangri (2nd 50-
breast), Aidan Trenery (1st 100-fly,
2nd 100-free and 100-fack), TJ Walsh

(2nd 100-fly).
13-14 Girls: Alyssa Corvelli (1st

100-breast, 3rd 200-breast), Abigael
McKinney (3rd 100-fly), Tori Sandull
(2nd 200-breast, 3rd 100-free), Skye
Sener (3rd 200-free), Mary Weber
(2nd 200-free and 200-back).

13-14 Boys: Ian Dugan (2nd 50-
free, 100-fly), Andrew Kapadia (3rd
200-free), Tim McGann (2nd 100-
free, 3rd 100-breast), Kyle Pinkin
(3rd 100-back), Zach Youssef (2nd
200-free, 3rd 100-free).

15+ Girls: Emily Beattie (1st 200-
breast), Sally Burke (2nd 200IM),
Emma Conlon (1st 200-free and
200IM), Gwyn Devin (1st 50-free,
2nd 100-back), Aidan Donahue (2nd
100-free), Muriel Maloney (2nd 200-
back), Emily McGann (1st 100-back),
Emily Oster (2nd 100-breast, 3rd 100-
fly), Betsy Penn (3rd 50-free and
200-back), Audrey Picut (1st 100-
breast, 2nd 50-free), Emma Reilly
(1st 200-back, 2nd 200-free), Bridget
Reynolds (1st 100-free), Maddie
Reynolds (1st 100-fly), Kayla Rinn
(2nd 200-breast), Jamie Thomas (3rd
200-free).

15+ Boys: Eric Bebel (1st 200IM),
Aedan Collins (1st 100-back), Colin
Daniel (1st 100-free and 100-fly),
Ryan Daniel (1st 50-free, 3rd 100-
back), Teddy Diamantopoulos (1st
200-free), Lucas Fan (2nd 100-fly),
Austin Kreusser (3rd 50-free), Jesse
Liu (1st 200-back), Luke Mizus (3rd
100-breast), Griff Morgan (2nd 100-
breast), Dean Pucciarelli (2nd 200-
free), Steven Warren (2nd 200IM),
Nick Youssef (3rd 100-free).

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 20th of October
2015.

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-20

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO ENACT ARTICLE
XXXII (NOISE CONTROL) AND
TO AMEND SUBSECTION 3-
18.1 (USE OF LANDSCAPING
EQUIPMENT) IN § 3-18  
(LANDSCAPING EQUIPMENT
AND LANDSCAPING ACTIV-
ITY) IN CHAPTER III (POLICE
REGULATIONS) OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS TO PRE-
SCRIBE NOISE REGULA-
TIONS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 10/29/15, The Times Fee: $26.52

NO CLOWNING AROUND...For Westfield U9 Boys Sampdoria at Lyndhurst’s
Spooktacular Soccer Tournament on October 25. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row; Ethan Wade, Henry Iannuzzi, Daniel Gonzalez, Ted Crall, Alex Meyer
and Jake Pardes; second row, Thomas Jasina, Nikolas Lukis, Nicholas Russo,
Max Burrick, Colin Coyle and Brendan O’Connor; third row, coaches, John
Coyle and Jason Iannuzzi. Missing is Neil Shastri.

more photos at www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING TO MAKE A SAVE...Blue Devil goalkeeper Christina Seery dives in an attempt to make a save in the game against
Glen Ridge at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 23. Glen Ridge won in overtime, 2-1.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOO MUCH TO HANDLE...Ohio State quarterback J.T. Barrett, No. 15, was way too much for the Rutgers Scarlet Knights
to handle at High Point Solutions Stadium in Piscataway on October 24. The Buckeyes bombarded Rutgers, 49-7.

more photos at www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

divots that the Cardinals call their
home field.

“We do have an advantage play-
ing here,” said Umana. “It is diffi-
cult for other teams to come in here

and adjust to our field. Our guys
know how to utilize that to their
advantage.”

The Cardinals, a very solid team,
represented a classic trap game for
Westfield, which could easily have
been caught looking ahead to their
weekend clash in the Union County
Tournament semi-final round against
Elizabeth.

“This was a good win for us against
a good team,” said Shaw. “We play
this game right before a big county
tournament game so we had to make
sure we had the right mentality and
I think the team showed that they
were not looking ahead.”

Plainfield had 14 shots on goal
compared to 10 for Westfield.

Westfield improved its season
mark to 8-5-1 and was scheduled to
face Elizabeth in the semi-final round
of the Union County Tournament.
Plainfield, which had been elimi-
nated from the UCT in a loss to
Summit, fell to 9-4-1.
Westfield 1 0 1
Plainfield 0 0 0

Local High School
Sport Shorts:

Spartans Shut Out
Raider Gridders, 28-0
After a humbling 34-6 defeat at the

hands of the Westfield Blue Devils in
Somerville on October 17, the
Immaculata Spartans took it out on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team with a 28-0
shutout in Scotch Plains on October
24. Quarterback John Phelan took to
the air 33 times and completed 18 of
them for 283 yards and four touch-
downs. He also carried the ball nine
times for 21 yards.

Spartan Alex Hoffman had six re-
ceptions for 114 yards, including two
touchdowns, while Sam Costantino
had four receptions for 87 yards and
a pair of touchdowns. RJ Thornburg
carried six times for 43 yards.

Raider quarterback Cooper Heisey
completed three of eight passes for
nine yards and was intercepted twice.
Quarterback Marquel Taylor com-
pleted four of eight passes for 49
yards and carried the ball 17 times for
102 yards. Jack DeFouw had two
receptions for 25 yards, Joe
Annachiarico had one for 20 yards
and George Leichling grabbed two
for 12 yards. Jumar Etkins carried
five times for 42 yards and Vinnie
Rusek carried seven times for 25
yards.
Immaculata   6 14   8   0 28
Sc Pl-Fanwood   0   0   0   0 0

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAYING ON NATURAL TURF...Blue Devil Owen Ripperger moves the ball on the
natural grass field against Plainfield as teammate Mike Birle, No. 21, watches.
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New Concept In Over-40
Fitness Arrives In Garwood

FITNESS FOR LIFE...Active Life Fitness Celebrates Grand Opening at its
newly-equipped, cutting-edge facility.

Feel younger, age better. That’s
the simple philosophy behind Ac-
tive Life Fitness (ALF), a brand-
new health club geared toward im-
proving the lives of people over 40.
As the premier fitness venue for
older adults in Central New Jersey,
ALF caters to the individual health
and fitness needs of its clients in a
positive, supportive and fun envi-
ronment.

ALF’s stylish, cutting-edge,
4,000-square-foot facility is conve-
niently located at 155 South Avenue
in Garwood and features the latest in
mobility and strength-training equip-
ment. Each client is assessed for
individual fitness goals, and is then

What Does FCC Stand For?
First Congregational Church of Westfield:  A diverse gathering of Christians and 
seekers who come together in faith, action and mutual respect for differences.  Our inclusive 
community welcomes people of every race, age, gender, marital status, sexual orientation, 
physical or psychological ability and theological tradition.

We stand for many things:  service, compassion, justice, and forgiveness.
We are a self-governed church, 135 years young, with a long tradition of progressive thought 
and social action in an open and welcoming atmosphere.   We are proud of our past, focused 
on the present, and imagining a better future for all people.

Please join us on Sundays at 10 am and at any of our upcoming events:

November 2, 7:30 pm: “Faith & The Front Page” adult studies
November 3, 7:30 pm: “Religious Fervor: The First & Second Great Awakenings”
November 5, 7 pm: Cinema Circle
November 7, 5:30 pm: “First Saturday” informal worship
November 12: “Readers & Riders” trip to The Seeing Eye, Morristown 
November 14: Youth Group trip to Canstruction, NYC

For information on additional events, including youth group, 
adult studies, and women’s fellowship, 
please visit fccofwestfield.org

Worship & Church School, Sundays at 10 am 
125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ.   
Parking on street and rear lot  
908-233-2494 

A member of  
the United Church  

of Christ

 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

 

NOVEMBER  2015  
EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm   

Friday & Saturday  9:30 am - 5:00 pm       Sundays  1:00 - 5:00 pm  
Closed November 11 for Veterans Day     Closing at 5:00 pm 

on November 25 and closed on November 26 for Thanksgiving 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all sign up information) 

11/2  7:00 pm Typical or Troubled? Understanding Teen Mental Health 

11/4  7:00 pm Sherry Cronin: “Westfield, Past, Present and Future” 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

11/5  7:00 pm “Don’t be S.A.D. - Learn to Weather the Weather” 

11/6  1:30 pm TGIF! Abbott & Costello Funniest Routines (video) 

11/7  1:30 pm “Control Your Clutter” by Karen Camden 

11/9 10:00 am Computer class: Intermediate Excel-Expanded Class 

11/9  2:00 pm Computer class: Intermediate Power Point-Expanded Class 

11/13  1:30 pm TGIF! Travel: Exploring Costa Rica 

11/14  2:00 pm Lincoln Center Local-Streaming of 2012 Philharmonic Gala 

11/16 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “The Farewell Party” - Hebrew  95 minutes 

11/20  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “The Palm Beach Story” 

11/10 & 17 10:30 am It’s Movie Time-Animated Picture Books-All ages 

11/10  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club (Grades 1-5, no kindergarteners) 

11/12 & 19 10:30 am Sing-Along with Sister String-For all ages with caregiver 

11/13  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids-No age limit but players must know how 
to move the pieces 

11/21 10:00 am Paws to Read: New readers practice reading aloud to   
Library dogs for ten minute slots 

Anthony James Construction of Westfield
Receives Best Of Houzz 2015 Award

WESTFIELD — Anthony James
Construction of Westfield, N.J. has
been awarded “Best Of Houzz” in
two categories: Design & Customer
Satisfaction by Houzz, the leading
platform for home remodeling and
design. The hometown Master
Builder, who is celebrating their 25-
year anniversary, was chosen by the
more than 25 million monthly unique
users that comprise the Houzz com-
munity from among more than
500,000 active home building, re-
modeling and design industry pro-
fessionals.

Design award winners’ work was
the most popular among monthly
users on Houzz, known as
“Houzzers.” Customer Satisfaction
honors are determined by a variety of
factors, including the number and
quality of client reviews a profes-
sional received in 2014. Visit An-

thony James Construction on Houzz
at houzz.com/pro/hammers.

Houzz is the leading platform for
home remodeling and design, with
everything they need to improve their
homes from start to finish — online
or from a mobile device. From deco-
rating a room to building a custom
home. Houzz is the easiest way for
homeowners, home design enthusi-
asts and home improvement profes-
sionals across the country and around
the world. People find inspiration,
get advice, buy products and hire the
professionals they need to help turn
their ideas into reality. Headquar-
tered in Palo Alto, Calif., Houzz also
has international offices in London,
Berlin and Sydney. For more infor-
mation, visit www.houzz.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

given a comprehensive training pro-
gram that includes semi-private, no-
appointment coaching and unlim-
ited access to ALF’s signature Meta-
bolic Conditioning and Complete
Strength classes.

Westfield residents and owners
Marty and Kim Musikant are dedi-
cated to inspiring, educating and
empowering people to live healthier,
happier, more active lives. Please
contact us at (908) 389-8009 if you
would like more information.

Feel Younger and Age Better!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Needle Nite Schedules
Next Program Dates
FANWOOD — The next Needle

Nite sessions at the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church are scheduled for
Fridays, November 6 and December
4, at 7:30 p.m., in the church’s
Westminster Hall. Attendees are
asked to enter from Marian Avenue.

The new pattern for the quilters
is “Half Square Triangles.” It will
be the project for this year.

Knitters and those who crochet will
continue on their projects for charity.
All are welcome to come and see what
is being done and to join the group.

Among the beneficiaries of the
Needle Nite program are Beth Is-
rael Hospital in Newark, which has
received for the newborns in its
care 12 afghans, seven sweater-
and-hat sets and five hats. Another
is the Seafarers, through the Christ-
mas at Sea Project of The Seamen’s
Church Institute, which will get 22
scarves, six hats and 38 ditty bags.
Additionally, four lap robes have
been delivered to nursing homes.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or visit
fanwoodpc.org.

Medicare Changes to Be Discussed
SCOTCH PLAINS — Elyse

Drucker, SHIP coordinator for
Union County at SAGE Eldercare,
will visit the Scotch Plains Public
Library on Thursday, November 5,
at 7 p.m., to give an overview of
the updated Drug Plans and Medi-
care Advantage Plans.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to learn what changes have been
made and which plan might be right
for them. The Medicare open en-
rollment period is October 15

through December 7.
This program is free and open to

all. Those interested are asked to
register in advance by calling (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or e-
mailing library@scotlib.org. Indi-
viduals also may register online by
navigating to surveymonkey.com/
r/QTPNBCH.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in
the center of the township.

– Obituaries –

Hist. Interpreter to Spotlight
Women In World War II

WESTFIELD — Historic inter-
preter Stacy Roth will present an
interactive program entitled “Sol-
diers Without Guns: Women Defense
Workers in World War II” on Friday,
November 6, at 7:30 p.m., for the
Westfield Historical Society.

Ms. Roth will assume the charac-
ter of Rosie Niemiec, a housewife
who decided to do her bit for the
war effort, and surprise her hus-
band, by taking a job as a welder in
a shipyard. There also will be a
display of period artifacts and
ephemera, a discussion of women’s
participation on the home front and
an invitation to attendees to share
memories, memorabilia and per-
sonal and family stories of the Sec-
ond World War.

Ms. Roth holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in History from Kean
College of New Jersey, a Master of
Arts degree in American Civiliza-

tion from the University of Penn-
sylvania, and a Master of Library
Science degree from Rutgers Uni-
versity. She also is the author of
“Past Into Present: Effective Tech-
niques for First-Person Historical
Interpretation” and has spoken
widely throughout the area about
New Jersey history.

The presentation will be held in
the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. Light
refreshments will be served. This
program is free and open to the
public, but there is a suggested con-
tribution of $5 per person to help
offset costs. Attendees are invited
to bring any personal memorabilia
or experiences of the World War II
era to share. For more information,
call the Westfield Historical Soci-
ety at (908) 654-1794 or contact
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
November Teen Activities

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
its schedule of programming for teen-
agers during the month of November.
All activities will begin at 3:30 p.m.

To kick off the month, the library
will feature Teen Board Game Bo-
nanza on Monday, November 2.
Teens will have an opportunity to
check out the library’s collection of
board games, challenge their friends
to an old favorite or learn a new one.

Teen Scene will be offered on
Tuesday, November 10. Participants
will be able to enjoy Wii plus an
after-school snack.

The following Tuesday, Novem-
ber 17, Teen Crafternoon — Book
Pumpkins will take place. Attendees
will create a book pumpkin from an
old paperback. Registration is re-

quired for this event.
A Teen Thanksgiving Party will

be held on Monday, November 23.
Participants will watch a Thanks-
giving television episode and write
old-fashioned thank-you notes to
those who have impacted their life.

On Monday, November 30, Teen
Holiday Themed Jeopardy will be
the featured activity. Pre-registra-
tion is required for this event.

The library’s teen events are open
to those in grades 6 to 12 and are
offered free of charge. To register
for these activities, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library’s Reference Desk. For
more information on all teen pro-
grams, visit scotlib.org/sppl/teens.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Library to Feature
Yoga For Children

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will spon-
sor an eight-week session of Yoga
Story Time on Mondays at 10:15
a.m., November 2 to December 21, at
the library.

Led by Lisa Ferraro, the program
mixes poses, games, storytelling, art
and music to teach children to release
the “sillies” and find the calm. Props
like balls, scarves, pinwheels and
pom-poms will be used to build
strength, flexibility and self-confi-
dence through play.

Registration is required. To reserve
a spot, call (908) 709-7272, exten-
sion no. 2113, or visit the library’s
Children’s Department. The library
is located at 224 Walnut Avenue.

SEASONAL GIFT...Cena Pollitt, a
Needle Nite participant at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, displays three
pumpkin hats made for newborns at
Beth Israel Hospital in Newark.

David Kabakow, 23, Real Estate Agent;
Enjoyed Time With Family and Friends
David J. Kabakow, 23, of Westfield,

N.J., passed away suddenly on Fri-
day, October 23, 2015.

He was born in New York City on
March 17, 1992, to Robin and Mark
Kabakow. David graduated from
Westfield High School in 2010 and
went on to receive a bachelor’s de-
gree in business administration from
American University in 2015. He was
a founding father and alumni chair of
Zeta Beta Tau-Beta Psi at American
University.

David took pride in working as a
real estate agent, and held licenses in
New Jersey and New York, starting at
the age of 18. Viewing real estate
properties, celebrating over a great
meal, and spending time with family
and friends gave him the most joy.

David is survived by his parents,
Robin and Mark Kabakow of
Westfield; his grandparents, Ronda

and Stanley Friedlander of Holly-
wood, Fla.; his aunts and uncles, Shara
Kabakow and Andrew Cohen and
Lisa and Mark Meyer, and his cous-
ins, Lucy Meyer and Molly Meyer.
David was predeceased by his pater-
nal grandparents, Carole and David
Kabakow of Westfield.

His wonderful spirit was celebrated
at a service on Monday, October 26,
at Temple Emanu-El, Westfield. The
burial followed at Mount Lebanon
Cemetery, Iselin, N.J. Arrangements
were handled by Menorah Chapels at
Millburn, Union, N.J.

Donations may be made in David
Kabakow’s memory to Cincinnati
Children’s HLH Center of Excel-
lence, MLC 11027, 3333 Burnet Av-
enue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45229, http:/
/bit.ly/hlh-donate.

October 29, 2015
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“BUY TICKETS TODAY”

Jon Bramnick To Perform Comedy

7:00 PM (Doors open at 5:00 PM)

Tickets:  $25.00

www.stressfactory.com for Advance Purchase

Stress Factory Comedy Club

90 Church Street, New Brunswick, NJ

Tuesday, November 10, 2015

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

UCTC Hebrew School
Announces K-2 $250/Year

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center Hebrew School
offers a stimulating yet friendly en-
vironment where children embrace
their Jewish roots and gain a true
sense of Jewish pride, no matter their
level of observance or affiliation.

The Torah Center Hebrew School
is an innovative school that pro-
vides an academic and enjoyable
environment where children acquire
a broad knowledge of Judaism
through a motivating and challeng-
ing venue. Through Hebrew read-
ing, writing, Jewish history, holi-
days and more, the students gain an
appreciation for the joys, values
and traditions of our heritage as it is
vividly brought to life by the dedi-
cated and enthusiastic teachers
whose creativity and dynamism
make every lesson a unique learn-
ing experience.

Jewish values and tradition are
taught and brought down to the chil-
dren in a creative, joyful, hands-on
and interesting way. The hands-on
learning style encourages the chil-
dren to be active rather than passive

learners.
“Our school’s underlying ap-

proach is for the children to enjoy
the time spent at Hebrew School so
that they are left with positive expe-
riences and a greater appreciation
for Jewish education,” explained
Chani Miller, director of the He-
brew School. The program is thus
carefully blended with games, in-
centives, crafts, dramatics, family
celebrations and other exciting ex-
tracurricular activities.

The Hebrew School is located at
the Torah Center, 111 Laurel Place,
West in Westfield. Classes are held
on Sunday mornings from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. There is a special
promotion now for Kindergarten to
second grade at the rate of $250 for
the year. Bar and Bat Mitzvah prepa-
ration is also provided. No syna-
gogue affiliation or membership is
required. To schedule an appoint-
ment, please call (908) 789-5252 or
e-mail info@torahcenter.org.
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Mountainside Library Slates
Programs For November

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
scheduled multiple programs
throughout the month of November.

Tuesday Night Movies will feature
Far From the Madding Crowd (PG-
13) on November 3; The Second Best
Exotic Marigold Hotel (PG) on No-
vember 10; For Your Consideration
(PG-13) on November 17 and The
Holiday (PG-13) on November 24.
All films begin at 6:30 p.m., except for
The Holiday, which starts at 6 p.m.

Brown Bag Academy, the library’s
Great Courses series, will return with
a new course entitled “A History of
European Art.” “Class” will begin at
1:15 p.m. each Monday starting No-
vember 2. Attendees are asked to
bring their lunch; coffee, tea and
cookies will be served.

“Murder, Mystery and Magic” will
be presented on Monday, November
2, at 7 p.m. Mark Zacharia will re-
turn with a whodunit featuring a
magical twist.

An Enjoy, Explore India “Interac-
tive Diwali Workshop” will be of-
fered Tuesday, November 3, at 2:30

p.m., with Seema Moondra.
“Medicare Workshop” is slated

for Thursday, November 6, from 3:30
to 5 p.m. and again from 7 to 8:30
p.m. Justin Lubenow of Senior Ad-
visors in Cranford will discuss the
five biggest mistakes made by most
Medicare beneficiaries; the original
Medicare versus Medicare Advan-
tage Plans; how Medicare Supple-
ment policies work; how Medicare
Prescription Drug programs work,
and when individuals must sign up
for Medicare to avoid late-enroll-
ment penalties and coverage gaps.

“Presidential Scandals of the 20th
Century” will take place on Monday,
November 9, at 7 p.m. Walter
Choroszewski will be the presenter.
This program is recommended for
adults only.

Additional November activities at
the library will be announced. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza. To
register for these programs, visit the
library or call (908) 233-0115. Fur-
ther information also is available at
mountainsidelibrary.org.

Author to Give Talk Nov. 2
On Rahway Valley Railroad

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
sponsor an appearance by author
Richard J. King on Monday, No-

vember 2, at 7:30 p.m., in the
Cranford Community Center. The
Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Mr. King will talk about his re-
cently published two-volume work,
“Just a Short Line: The Story of the
Rahway Valley Railroad.” The two
volumes span the railroad’s history
from 1897 to 2009.

Admission to the program is free
and all are welcome. The Rahway
Valley Railroad (R.V.R.R.) was a
short-line railroad that connected
the Lehigh Valley Railroad in
Roselle Park and the Central Rail-
road of New Jersey in Cranford
with the Delaware, Lackawanna
and Western in Summit.

Operating in Union County over
a span of 95 years, from 1897 to
1992, in its prime it was one of the
most successful short-line railroads
in United States history, even turn-
ing a profit during the Great De-
pression.

During its lifetime, the R.V.R.R.
was instrumental in the develop-
ment of Kenilworth, the site of its
headquarters, as well as Union
Township, Springfield and other
towns along its route.

F-SP CROP Walk
On Tap Nov. 8

SCOTCH PLAINS — The annual
CROP Walk, sponsored by the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ministerium
to raise funds to help fight world
hunger, is set for Sunday, November
8. It will kick off at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, located at 1340
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains. Reg-
istration will begin at 1:30 p.m. that
day and the walk will start at 2 p.m.

Twenty-five percent of the money
raised in Scotch Plains and Fanwood
will be returned to the local commu-
nity for those in need of help.

The Reverend David Jahnke, pastor
of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
noted that Church World Service has
contacted him about supporting the
organization’s work because of the
refugee crisis in the Middle East and
in Europe. He said that some of the
money raised last year “has already
gone to serve those fleeing war and
persecution in the Middle East.” ‘Ghost Hunt Reveal’ Set

Sunday at Miller-Cory
WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory

House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield, will present a
program this Sunday, November 1,
entitled “Ghost Hunt Reveal.”

Earlier this month, members of
Raritan Bay Paranormal conducted an
investigation of the museum, a 275-
year-old farmhouse. On Sunday, they
will reveal their findings in two pre-
sentations, one at 2:15 p.m. and the
other at 3:15 p.m. Their program also
will include a history of the group and
how they conduct their inquiries.

Other activities will take place be-
tween 2 and 4 p.m. Visitors may take
a tour of the restored, fully furnished
farmhouse with a costumed docent. In
the Frazee Building, members of the
cooking committee will demonstrate
authentic, early American open-hearth

cooking using 18th-century recipes,
ingredients and cooking implements.
The gift shop, which carries a variety
of colonial toys, crafts, books and
educational materials, will be open.

Admission is $4 for adults and
children age 13 and older; $3 for
children ages 3 to 12, and free for
those under age 3.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Native American
Medicine Pouches” on November 8
and “Thanksgiving Dinner Demon-
stration and 18th Century Table Cus-
toms” on November 22.

For more information, visit the
museum’s Facebook page, call the
office weekday mornings at (908)
232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The website is millercoryhouse.org.

Westfield Weavers Guild
Announces Holiday Sale

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Weavers Guild Annual Holiday Sale
will be held on Saturday, November 7,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at a new location
on the ground floor at The Vermeule
Mansion, located at 614 Green Brook
Road, North Plainfield (site of the
Fleetwood Camera Museum). Admis-
sion and parking are free.

On display and for sale will be
hand-crafted, one-of-a-kind, hand-

woven and hand-knitted wearable
items; accessories and gift items in-
cluding scarves and hats, socks and
mittens; jewelry; baby garments,
blankets and toys; table linens; jack-
ets; baskets; wall hangings; holiday
ornaments and more.

There will be ongoing weaving and
spinning demonstrations throughout
the day. Attendees will have an oppor-
tunity to try their hand at weaving.

The Westfield Weavers Guild has
been in continuous existence since
1947 and draws its members from
counties all around New Jersey, as
well as from the neighboring states
of Pennsylvania and New York.
Guild members’ work has been
shown at galleries and fashion
shows in New Jersey and elsewhere
in the United States. The Guild
meets monthly to study the art of
weaving and related fiber arts. For
more information, call the Westfield
Weavers Guild at (908) 397-8130
or visit westfieldweavers.org.

HOLIDAY SALE...Members of the Westfield Weavers Guild discuss the Guild’s
2015 Holiday Sale, which will take place on Saturday, November 7, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. This year’s event will be held at a new location, the ground floor of the
Vermeule Mansion, located at 614 Green Brook Road, North Plainfield. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Arleen Levine of North Plainfield, Elizabeth Heine of
Plainfield and Marie Ozmon of North Plainfield.

SP-F Arts Assoc.
To Meet Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Arts Association
will hold a public meeting this Sun-
day, November 1, at 12:30 p.m., at
the Scotch Plains Public Library.
Attendees will have an opportunity
to meet this group of fine artists,
crafters, photographers and sculp-
tors. This program is free and all are
welcome. A screening and discus-
sion of the film Frida (Rated R, 118
minutes) will follow.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Arts
Association’s mission is to promote
and foster an appreciation of the arts
and related cultural activities, and to
provide an organization for local
artists to meet and share their talents
in an atmosphere of collaboration
and empowerment. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue.
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Finally,y,
a Long Term Care Plan that provides

Care Coordination, Financial Protection,
and Peace of Mind.

Americans are living longer 
and planning wisely for their 
longevity. They are doing it 
while they are younger,
healthier and able to qualify 
for the best programs. 
Fellowship Senior Living at 
Home is proud to offer New, 
flexible plans that you can customize to fit your 
budget. This gives independent Seniors who want 
to remain at home a unique, affordable alternative 
to long term care insurance.  

For upcoming events in
your area or to learn

more about the benefits
of staying in your

own home with one
of our customizable

plans, call 908-580-3850.

Visit our website www.FellowshipSLatHome.org
for more information and to

view a list of our upcoming events.

A part of Fellowship Senior Living

The Fellowship Senior Living at Home
program includes:

• A Designated Personal Care Coordinator

• Certified Home Health Aides /Live-in Assistance

• Social and Wellness Programs /Referrals 

TRICK OR TREAT

BRING YOUR DENTIST SOMETHING SWEET
TURN YOUR CANDY INTO CA$H

BY GIVING US YOUR SECRET STASH
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group is having their Annual
Halloween Contest. So bring your candy into our office

and receive a cash reward for the amount you bring. The
child who brings the most Halloween Candy between

November 2nd and November 6th will receive four free
movie passes to AMC Theaters!!

For further information please contact our office at
908-232-1231 or come visit us at:

WESTFIELD PEDIATRIC DENTAL GROUP
555 WESTFIELD AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Tell your friends to stop by our office
and bring their candy!

Jewelers&N C
Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao908-233-3380

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

For the most important moment of your life

14kt Yellow & White Gold Diamond Ring

Store hours - M T W F & Saturday: 10 to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10 to 7:30pm • Sunday: Closed

Eldercare Management— 
Helping seniors stay at home 

�� Do your parents need caregiver assistance at home? 

�� Do you live far away and need help managing your parents’ 
household? 

�� Iden�fy alterna�ve caregiver 
solu�ons 

�� Hands-on staff management 

�� Payroll & tax processing  

�� Enable independent living with 
property management and bill 
payment 

We are bonded and insured 

p):  (908) 568-2458  
e):  pfnav@icloud.com 
www.pfnaviga�on.com 

Elizabeth W. Miller, Principal  

Personal Financial Naviga�on LLC 

We provide the right support so you can sleep at night. 

First Ward Dem. Candidate Ortolani
Addresses Councilman Arena’s Attacks

Dan Ortolani

In last week’s Leader, my opponent
for the First Ward Town Council seat,
Frank Arena, inaccurately portrayed
my positions and recent writings on
gun control, modernization of transit
infrastructure, and pedestrian safety.
Additionally, he accused me of attack-
ing him for his decision not to attend
the recent Candidates Forum. I must
correct these statements for the record.

First, my position on gun control is
that I support universal background
checks for all gun purchases. Fur-
ther, my position is that Town Coun-
cil needs to adopt formally this stance
by joining the na-
tional organiza-
tion Everytown (a
successor to the
national mayors
program created
by former NYC
Mayor Michael
Bloomberg) and
use its influence to
lobby Congress-
man Lance to sup-
port legislation for
universal back-
ground checks at
the Federal level.
Mr. Arena is out of
touch with
Westfield resi-
dents on this issue.
It’s easy to issue a
resolution deplor-
ing gun violence. What is more diffi-
cult is to take a stronger stand that
involves political risk. Overwhelm-
ingly, First Ward residents do not
want to allow individuals to take
Route 78 to Pennsylvania gun shows
in order to purchase firearms and
ammunition freely without back-
ground checks, and then return to
New Jersey with the arms stash in the
trunk of their cars.

Second, regarding One Seat Ride
and transit infrastructure, my posi-
tion is that Town Council needs to be
more aggressive in working to achieve
peak hour direct service to Manhat-
tan. The Long Branch line, which has
less ridership than our line, has six
peak hour slots. Westfield has zero.

Additionally, when Governor
Christie killed the ARC tunnel project,
which would have opened 26 new
rush hour slots into the city, Mr. Arena
did not act on the expert advice pro-
vided directly to Town Council by
Martin Robins, senior trustee of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition. The
minutes from the Town Council meet-
ing from October 12, 2010, reveal the
facts. In the section titled “Open Dis-
cussion by Citizens,” it says “Martin
Robins....spoke on the Access to the
Regional Core Project (ARC). He
requested that the Town adopt a reso-
lution similar to the one adopted by
the Trustees of the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition in support of the ARC
project and forward it to the County,
State, and Federal representatives.”
Here is the link that documents this

request: http://www.westfieldnj.gov/
index.asp?SEC=F2757333-0ABF-
4F1A-98B3-2B6A8952CDC8.

Mr. Arena failed to act and did not
do as Robins requested. Photo ops
are easy. What’s more difficult is to
take a stand for Westfield against
your political party’s leadership in
order to improve conditions for your
long-suffering commuting neighbors.

My position is that we need to do
everything we can to ensure that the
new Gateway Tunnel project is ap-
proved at all levels of government and
funded. And, we need to move imme-

diately with contin-
gency planning to
prepare alternative
commuting options
when the aging and
damaged tunnels
are closed for main-
tenance, an event
that all experts agree
cannot be put off
much longer.

Regarding the
lack of action at the
fatal intersection of
Cowperthwaite
and Prospect and
lack of speed limit
enforcement in that
neighborhood, Mr.
Arena claims that
he has been respon-
sive to residents in

this area. Councilman Della Fera, in a
separate piece, takes a similar stand.
However, the residents of this neigh-
borhood disagree and the facts sup-
port them: 12 years following a de-
tailed study flagged the intersection as
well as others in the area with sub-par
safety ratings, 20 months since the
fatal accident, and one year since resi-
dents’ emails to Town Council implor-
ing them to act — there is no radar
speed limit sign, no four-way stop,
and no comprehensive plan that has
been presented to the residents.

Finally, Mr. Arena asserted that I
criticized him for choosing not to
attend the recent Candidates forum. I
accepted his decision. However, what
was not acceptable was Council-
woman Neylan’s attempt to use her
response to the moderator’s question
on trees as an opportunity to act as his
proxy and attack me during the de-
bate. Of course, I shut down this
attempt as did The Leader’s modera-
tor. She tried for a repeat perfor-
mance during her closing statement,
which I objected to as well. I urge
everyone to review the forum videos.

The Candidates Forum afforded the
only face-to-face presentation of views
in this campaign. Now we are left with
back and forth in writing separated in
time. It’s unfortunate for the voters. I
thank the press for at least allowing my
refutation of Mr. Arena’s assertions.

Dan Ortolani, Candidate (Democrat)
Westfield Town Council, First Ward
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Local Financial Advisor Chuck Anastasiou
Earns ‘Wells Fargo Advisors Spirit Award’

Charles K. Anastasiou

Charles K. Anastasiou, Managing
Director – Investments, with Wells
Fargo Advisors in New York, and a
resident of Scotch Plains, N.J., has
been honored by the firm with the
Wells Fargo Advisors Spirit Award in
recognition of his personal and pro-
fessional achievement and commit-
ment to service.

The Wells Fargo Advisors Spirit
Award recognizes Chuck Anastasiou’s
long-standing dedication to his cli-
ents, colleagues and community, as
well as his role as an exemplar of the
highest professional standards and in-
dustry best practices. The award was
presented to Chuck, a member of Wells
Fargo Advisors’ exclusive Premier
Advisor program, during a Wells Fargo
Advisors conference in San Francisco.

The award presentation included a
video testimonial by many of Chuck’s
friends, clients, colleagues and rela-
tives who paid tribute to him as a
loving, loyal, caring and compas-
sionate man and a professional whose
clients look to him for investment
advice and see him
as a trusted friend
and neighbor.

Reflecting the
deep family ties
that define him as
a person and in-
form his work,
Chuck’s wife,
Nina, his father,
Michael, whom
Chuck followed
into the business,
and his son,
Michael, who now
works for the firm,
all paid tribute to
him as a caring,
determined and
hardworking  per-
son. As the child of
Cypriot immi-
grants, Chuck’s awareness of his roots
and closeness to his family are cen-
tral to his success, his wife, Nina,
said. “Knowing who you are and
understanding where you come from
really shapes who you are,” she said.
Son Michael noted, “People come to
him because he’s an inspiring force.
They see him as a source of stability.”

“You know, this business is not an
easy business,” Chuck’s father,
Michael, now retired, said. “But
through the years we made it and we
made it big time,” he recalled, noting
with pride that his son took over from
him and his grandson now works
with Chuck in the family business.

“Chuck’s main quality, and the thing
that defines everything he does, is
honor,” said Chuck’s friend Zenon
Christodoulou. “As any child of an
immigrant will tell you, it adds an
imperative to excel and to do things the
right way, because ultimately it is your
reputation and your honor that you
carry with you from country to country
and from generation to generation. And
that was instilled in Chuck.”

Nina recalled the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001 when Chuck arrived
at his office in lower Manhattan just
before the second plane hit the nearby
World Trade Center. She noted that
Chuck had the presence of mind to
help muster his fellow team mem-
bers, make sure all were accounted
for and encouraged them to get away
from the area as quickly as possible.
And she cited his determination to
not be discouraged or defeated by the
attack, but to get back to his normal
routine as quickly as possible. Mike
Carroll, Wells Fargo Advisor’s Re-
gional President, said, “That is some-
thing that I think we can all learn
from because dealing with being lit-
erally across the street during 9/11 is
something that none of us could re-
ally imagine, and Chuck has used
that experience to make himself stron-
ger, to be somebody who somehow
has found some of the good that could

come from 9/11.”
David Kowach, president of the Pri-

vate Client Group of Wells Fargo Advi-
sors, echoed the sentiments expressed
during the tribute. “We are proud that
Chuck Anastasiou is part of Wells Fargo
Advisors,” he said. “As a professional
and as a person he serves as an example
for all of us, and we are delighted to
count him as a recipient of the Wells
Fargo Advisors Spirit Award.”

The Wells Fargo Advisors Spirit
Award was established to recognize a
select group of Premier Advisors for
their lifetime achievements – both
personal and professional – and for
epitomizing and reflecting Wells Fargo
Advisors’ values. The Premier Advi-
sors designation is held by a select
group of Financial Advisors within
Wells Fargo Advisors based on many
factors including production.

About Wells Fargo Advisors
With $1.4 trillion in client assets as

of June 30, 2015, Wells Fargo Advi-
sors provides investment advice and
guidance to clients through 15,151

full-service finan-
cial advisors and
3,905 licensed
bankers. This vast
network of advi-
sors, one of the
nation’s largest,
serves investors
through locations
in all 50 states and
the District of Co-
lumbia. Wells
Fargo Advisors is
the trade name
used by two sepa-
rate registered bro-
ker-dealers and
non-bank affili-
ates of Wells Fargo
& Company:
Wells Fargo Advi-
sors, LLC and

Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Net-
work, LLC (members SIPC). Statis-
tics include other broker-dealers of
Wells Fargo & Company.
www.wellsfargoadvisors.com.

Investment products and services
are offered through Wells Fargo Ad-
visors, LLC.

About Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo & Company (NYSE:

WFC) is a nationwide, diversified,
community-based financial services
company with $1.7 trillion in assets.
Founded in 1852 and headquartered
in San Francisco, Wells Fargo pro-
vides banking, insurance, invest-
ments, mortgage, and consumer and
commercial finance through 8,700
locations, 12,800 ATMs, the internet
(wellsfargo.com) and mobile bank-
ing, and has offices in 36 countries to
support customers who conduct busi-
ness in the global economy. With
approximately 266,000 team mem-
bers, Wells Fargo serves one in three
households in the United States. Wells
Fargo & Company was ranked Num-
ber 30 on Fortune’s 2015 rankings of
America’s largest corporations. Wells
Fargo’s vision is to satisfy our cus-
tomers’ financial needs and help them
succeed financially. Wells Fargo per-
spectives are also available at Wells
Fargo Blogs and Wells Fargo Stories.

Investment and Insurance Products:
Not Insured by FDIC or any Federal
Government Agency May Lose Value
Not a Deposit of or Guaranteed by a
Bank or Any Bank Affiliate.
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Free Divorce Seminar;
New Alimony Legislation

The law firm of Dughi, Hewit &
Domalewski, P.C. has announced that
Senior Partner, Mario C. Gurrieri,
Esq., Chair of its Family Law Depart-
ment, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.,
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Jennifer L.
Young, Esq., and Eva Uhrik, Esq.
will once again present to the public
a free seminar titled “Everything You
Need To Know About Divorce” on
Thursday, November 12, 2015, from
7 to 9 p.m., at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield, and Saturday, November
14, 2015, from 1 to 3 p.m., at the
Holiday Inn Hotel in Clark.

Mr. Gurrieri, who has practiced in
matrimonial law for over 42 years,
and his group of other well-experi-
enced attorneys will review the law,
explain the legal process and answer
your questions concerning prenuptial
agreements, separation, divorce, co-
habitation, custody and parenting time,
division of assets, alimony, child sup-
port, domestic violence, post-divorce
Court review of changed financial and
child-related circumstances, and how
the current economic climate and new
alimony legislation will impact di-
vorce and post-divorce matters.

Mr. Gurrieri will also speak on
Divorce Mediation, an alternative to

the traditional contested proceeding.
Divorce Mediation offers the poten-
tial for significant financial savings,
while assuring that your rights are
fully protected by avoiding the ex-
pense, stress, and delay involved in
Court proceedings.

For anyone experiencing marital
difficulties and contemplating divorce,
or if curious about rights in a separa-
tion or divorce, this free seminar will
be of value. If already divorced, the
law firm’s seminar may be of value in
explaining post-divorce rights and
obligations of former spouses.

While the seminar is free, a reser-
vation is required (no last names
needed). Individuals should call
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski at (908)
272-0200 to make reservations and
indicate which date they will attend.
Refreshments will be served.

For directions, go to
www.tewnj.org for Temple Emanu-
El or www.hiclarknj.com for the
Holiday Inn Hotel.
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A Focus On Our Future
I’d like to take this opportunity in

the closing days of this year’s cam-
paign to discuss plans we have to
further enhance Westfield’s reputa-
tion as a vision for other communities.

As Chair of the Public Works Com-
mittee, we have made incredible
strides in modernizing
services and finding
next-generation leader-
ship for our department.
This year we hired a
new Public Works di-
rector who has already
improved the efficiency
of and technology in the
department. Our new
director is also a certi-
fied arborist and is tak-
ing action now — trim-
ming and removing
non-viable trees to pro-
tect our power lines and
to ensure our safety
while also implement-
ing a long-term main-
tenance program.

We will also begin construction on
a new garage at the DPW lot to house
more equipment indoors; thus pro-
longing its useful life and creating
substantial long-term savings for the
Town. Finally, we will continue our
paving program with the goal of an-
other record in miles of roads paved.

The Town’s website is also being
upgraded (though not at the expense
incorrectly reported by my opponent)
with several enhancements includ-
ing an online OPRA request process-
ing system. By automating this pro-
cess we will speed response time and
avoid having to hire additional per-

sonnel to respond to these ever grow-
ing requests.

So how are we going to pay for
this? As a member of the Finance
Committee, I have insisted upon re-
sponsible budgeting; this has resulted
in our ability to make improvements

such as those listed
above with relative bud-
get neutrality — staying
under the state’s 2-per-
cent cap. This has also
led to our AAA Bond
rating and a budget sur-
plus. That surplus is a
key component to keep-
ing the AAA rating,
lower interest rates when
we need to purchase big-
ticket items (like safety
equipment), and ensur-
ing we have adequate
funds in case of an emer-
gency.

Finally, in terms of
one-seat rides from

Westfield to NYC, there are 18 such
trains to and from the city each week-
day resulting from true advocacy by
me and my colleagues on the Coun-
cil. I will continue to advocate to
expand that service to rush hour trains.

It has been a pleasure to serve as
your Councilman for the past seven
years. I ask for your continued confi-
dence and now your vote for another
term in office.

Why? To keep Westfield the vision
other towns strive to be!

Most Sincerely, Frank Arena
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Frank Arena

Probitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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CLASSIFIEDS
GREAT GIFT - JUNIOR DRUMSET

Ludwig complete 5 piece junior
drum set w/cymbals & all
hardware - black. Mint condition,
barely used. Pick up only.
Cash only. $230. Please contact
Janet at  (908) 967-4736.

DRIVERS WANTED

Earn extra money! Happy Fox, a
Westfield area car service, is seek-
ing part time drivers. Good driver
with clean record a must. Back-
ground check. Call (908) 451-1803

FOR SALE

Ethan Allen Kingston Sleigh bed,
queen size, color "cinnabar".
Perfect condition. Price $850 firm.
Trading up to a king size, so this is
priced to sell. Price new $1,999.
Call (908) 451-3045 evenings or
weekends.

FT OPERATIONS MANAGER

Educational center in
Mountainside seeking organized
& efficient individual for FT Opera-
tions Manager position. Duties in-
clude managing office operations
& fostering relationships within
industry. Managerial experience
preferred. Email resume to
ckahana@searchaba.com

HELP WANTED-OFFICE ASSISTANT

OFFICE ASSISTANT - Small,
pleasant, friendly office
environment needs a fourth person
to complement three business
professionals. Job involves billing,
data entry, and some customer
service. Knowledge of accounting
software, preferably AccountMate,
is a plus. We are a financially solid
private company. We offer a
generous salary, bonus, medical
and pension. The office is located
in Clark. Please email resume to

officeoppisc@gmail.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $95.

Call (908) 654-6091

WAREHOUSE

Established North Jersey
Construction Material Supply Co.
seeks motivated individual.
Forklift Exp a Plus; Pick Material /
Load / Unload trucks; Outdoor
Facility; CDL B a +, Clean record;
Will train, Positive Attitude.
Excellent Compensation Package!

APPLY In person:
308 No 14th St, Kenilworth (Bill)

Phone: (908) 686-3832

SITUATION WANTED

Caregiver for Elderly People Look-
ing for Job. I Have Experience &
References. Certified. English &
German Speaking. Drive own car.

(732) 648-5428
SUBSTITUTE SCHOOL NURSE

The Garwood School District is
seeking a substitute school nurse.
RN license required.  If interested
call (908) 789-0331. AA/EOE

HELP WANTED

Part-time Estate / Trust Adminis-
tration - Probate Paralegal / Sec-
retary Wanted by Small Union
County Law Firm with 5 to 7 Years
Experience. Email resume to
4 7 6 l a w @ g m a i l . c o m

OFFICE TO SHARE

Westfield-Office-Furnished
Counseling Room, Waiting Room
and Restroom. Practical for
Therapist-Counselor or LSCW.
Private Parking and Street
Parking. Available as of November
1st, 2015. (908) 232-6118

WESTFIELD
Monday, October 19, William R.

Kitzman, 29, of Woodbridge was ar-
rested on four outstanding traffic war-
rants pursuant to a stop at Prospect and
East Broad Streets. One warrant was
from Roselle Park, with bail of $500,
while the other three were from
Westfield, with bail totaling $211.
Kitzman was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released on
posted bail.

Wednesday, October 21, Gregory
Baskerville, 32, of Newark was arrested
on an East Brunswick criminal warrant,
with bail of $840, and an Old Bridge
traffic warrant, with bail of $500, during
a motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
North Avenue East. He was released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, October 21, a burglary to
an exterior shed at an establishment on
the 500 block of First Street was re-
ported, in which someone unknown dam-
aged the door of the shed and took lawn
equipment valued at $2,900.

Wednesday, October 21, a theft was
reported on the 600 block of Highland
Avenue. The victim stated that he had
left a piece of landscape equipment on
the ground next to his truck. At some
point an unknown suspect removed the
item, which was valued at $550.

Wednesday, October 21, Westfield
police responded to the Evesham Police
Department to place Jeffrey Wass, 53, of
Marlton under arrest on a Westfield traf-
fic warrant, with bail of $2,500. Wass
was processed and committed to the
Union County jail in lieu of bail.

Thursday, October 22, Westfield po-
lice responded to the Neptune Police
Department to place prisoner Tussaint
Q. Davis-Williams, 24, of Newark un-
der arrest on a Westfield traffic warrant,
with bail of $93. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where he
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Friday, October 23, Allegra Harris,
20, of Westfield was arrested on a
Fanwood traffic warrant, with bail of
$64, pursuant to an investigation on the
500 block of West Broad Street. Harris
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, October 24, a gray Colum-
bia brand mountain bicycle was located
on the 200 block of Hyslip Avenue and
was secured at police headquarters for
safekeeping.

Sunday, October 25, Roxanne R.
Mercado, 30, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Rahway traffic war-
rant, with bail of $500, pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of South
Avenue and Boulevard. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

FANWOOD
Thursday, October 22, Richard Nix,

26, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a field
investigation. Nix was processed and
turned over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Office.

Monday, October 26, Darion Dean,
25, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Westfield
following a dispute. Dean was processed,
posted bail and released.

HOW WILL THE NEW ALIMONY STATUTE IMPACT YOU?  

WILL YOU NEED A PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENT? 

WILL THE COURT LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD'S 
 PREFERENCE IN DETERMINING CUSTODY? 

CAN COHABITATION AFFECT YOUR ALIMONY? 

FIND OUT. 

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE.

 

The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. Gurrieri, 

Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., 

Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Eva Uhrik, Esq. will present to the public a free seminar entitled, 

“Everything You Need To Know About Divorce” on Thursday, November 12, 2015 at 

Temple Emanu-El in Westfield, New Jersey and Saturday, November 14, 2015 at the Holiday 

Inn in Clark, New Jersey.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 42 years, 

and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal process and 

answer your questions concerning prenuptial agreements, separation, divorce, custody and 

parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court 

review of changed financial and child-related circumstances, and how the current economic climate 

and new alimony legislation will impact divorce and post-divorce matters.  

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for significant financial 

savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay 

involved in Court proceedings. 

 

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if you are simply curious 

about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are 

already divorced, the Seminar may be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of 

former spouses.    

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees
Reservations Required (No last names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200 
Refreshments will be served

   

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2015
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2015
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770 

www.tewnj.org 

HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Road 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 
732-574-0100 

www.hiclarknj.com 

Central Jersey's

Come Home to Comfort!
With a great deal on
Air Conditioning or

Heating for your home!

Deal directly with the owner:
Edward Iarrapino, President

Master HVACR Contractor • NJ license#19HC00066100

Deal directly with the owner, no pushy sales reps!

Call Today! 848-200-7600
www.FCComfort.com

a division of Iarrapino heating & cooling

120 Liberty Street • Metuchen

$500 off

$250 off

$50 off

Heating and
A/C System

Any Heating
System

Installed
Dehumidifier

FIRST CHOICE CRRT0401

FIRST CHOICE CRRT0401

FIRST CHOICE CRRT0401

TAROT CARD &

PSYCHIC READINGS

Are You

Worried? Confused? Broken Hearted?
Are You Looking for True Love?

Peace of Mind or True Happiness?

(First Time Clients Only • Offer Expires November 30th)

WESTFIELD TAROT CARD SHOP

611 South Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

One Free Question by Phone: 908-232-7100

50% OFF Tarot Cards & Psychic Readings

Chakra Balancing • Psychic Readings • Tarot Cards • Aura Cleansing • Singing Bowls

Having one special person  
for your car, home and life 
insurance lets you get down  
to business with the rest of  
your life. It’s what I do.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Look no further.

1101201.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,  

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

DEPENDABLE and 
KNOWLEDGEABLE  
agent seeks customers 
looking for real 
PROTECTION and long 
term RELATIONSHIP.

SINGLE, ARTSY LADY SEEKS 
SINSINGLEG  ARTSY GUY. If you love 
paiaintinting,ggn  de decorc ating, baking and nd 
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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 11/5/15, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Roadway Repair Contract North, Sub-Region N-3,
Contract No. N312, U.S. 22 & I-78 Local, Mountainside Borough & Scotch Plains,
Westfield, Springfield, Union, & Millburn Townships, Essex & Union Counties;

100% State; DP No: 15421
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 10/15/15, 10/22/15 and 10/29/15, The Leader Fee: $168.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, November 9, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the
Town of Westfield Municipal Building,
Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Town of Westfield for
preliminary and final site plan, use vari-
ance and bulk variance approvals (Sec-
tions 11.28G4: front yard setback – 8 feet
required, 1.9 feet proposed; 11.28G5: side
yard setback – 12.61 feet required, 0.9 feet
proposed; 11.28G8: floor area ratio – 50%
maximum, 62.28% proposed; 11.28G9:
residential density – 1 unit per 3,350 square
feet of lot area permitted, 2 units per 5,187
square feet of lot area proposed; 17.02B4:
off-street parking – 11 spaces required, 7
spaces provided on Lot 7; 24 total parking
spaces required per Town Code and 20
total spaces required per RSIS for Lots 7 &
8, 17 total parking spaces provided;
11.28G1: lot area – 10,000 square feet
minimum, 5,187 square feet existing Lot 7;
11.28G2: lot width – 60 feet minimum, 41.5
feet existing Lot 7) and for such other
variances, relief and/or waivers that may
be required upon an analysis of the plans
and testimony at the PUBLIC HEARING
on the Application (BOA 15-44) submitted
by the Applicant, 352 East South Avenue,
LLC, for the properties located at 352 &
354 South Avenue East, Block 4003, Lots
7 & 8 on the Tax Map of the Town of
Westfield. The properties are owned by
352 East South Avenue, LLC and 354 East
South Avenue, LLC and are located in the
GB-3 Zone. The Applicant is proposing to
demolish the existing structure and con-
struct a new, three-story, mixed-use build-
ing consisting of approximately 821 square
feet of first floor retail and a two-bedroom
apartment on the second and third floors.
A shared parking lot consisting of 17 park-
ing spaces will be constructed on Lots 7 &
8.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal busi-
ness hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 10/29/15, The Leader Fee: $52.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public
hearing will be held by the Garwood Plan-
ning Board on Thursday, November 12,
2015 at 7:30p.m. The public hearing will be
held at the Garwood Municipal Building,
403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jer-
sey, on the application of the undersigned
for a Certificate of Non-conformity pursu-
ant to N.J.S. 40:55D-68 for a pre-existing
non-conforming two family house and any
and all variances and waivers as deemed
necessary by the Board on the premises at
448 Third Avenue, Garwood New Jersey
07027; which is designated as Block 104,
Lot 33 on the Tax Maps of the Borough of
Garwood.

You may appear in person, by agent, or
attorney and may present any objections
that you may have regarding the granting
of this request.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public between
the hours of 9:00a.m. and 4:00p.m. in the
office of Board Secretary, which is located
in Garwood Municipal Building, 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, 07027.

Applicant Name
Irena Wisneski

co-owners Orest and Oryslava Khomyak
448 Third Avenue

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
1 T - 10/29/15, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 19th day of
October, 2015, the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment of the Township of Cranford, in
the County of Union took the following
actions:

1. Application #ZBA-15-021: Granted
approval to James McSherry, Applicant
for site plan approval to permit replace-
ment of an existing garage with the follow-
ing variances: less than the required mini-
mum distance from the side lot line for an
accessory structure and to exceed the
maximum allowable lot coverage on Block
206, Lot 13 as designated on the Town-
ship Tax Map, also known as 111 Herning
Avenue in the R-4 Zone.

Mary Ann Hay
Board Secretary

1 T - 10/29/15, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-025550-15
FILE NO. 20448-15

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
MARIE D. VANDERVEER, HIS WIFE;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, NJ, an Answer to the Com-
plaint filed in a Civil Action, in which FWDSL
& ASSOCIATES LP is the plaintiff and
WARREN F. VANDERVEER, ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-025550-
15 within thirty-five (35) days after Octo-
ber 29, 2015 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file your An-
swer and Proof of Service in duplicate with
the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accor-
dance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 12-00006,
sold on 10/10/2012, dated 10/15/2012,
and was recorded on 10/17/2012 in Book
13436 at Page 805, made by RACHELE
SAN FILIPPO, Collector of Taxes of BER-
KELEY HEIGHTS, and State of New Jer-
sey to FWDSL & ASSOCIATES LP and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, FWDSL
&  ASSOCIATES LP. This covers real
estate located in BERKELEY HEIGHTS,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 14 BLOCK 3503 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of BERKELEY
HEIGHTS and concerns premises com-
monly known as 68 BERKSHIRE DRIVE,
BERKELEY HEIGHTS, New Jersey.

YOU, MARIE D. VANDERVEER, HIS
WIFE, are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because you are
the owner of a property which is the subject
of the above entitled action.
DATED:  October 23, 2015

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 10/29/15, The Leader Fee: $62.73

CRANFORD ESTATE SALE

17 West End Place, Cranford
Friday, 10/30 &

Saturday, 10/31, 10am-3pm
Furniture - China - Crystal - Silver
Plate - Artwork - Lladro - Clothing
- Costume Jewelry - Linens - Books
- Records - Christmas - And More.

HELP WANTED

Part-time pet sitter/ dog walker.
Looking for responsible, trustwor-
thy, hard working, pet lover. Must
be available M-F 11am-3pm and
the occasional night or weekend.
Prior experience a plus. Start im-
mediately. Call (908) 928-1748 or
email wecarepetcare@aol.com

Free Rabies Clinic
Available Nov. 13

CRANFORD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department has
announced that a free rabies clinic
will be held on Friday, November
13, at the Cranford Fire House,
located at 7 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford.

Cats and dogs will be seen from
4 to 6 p.m. All pets must be accom-
panied by an adult and restrained
on a leash or in a carrier. Residents
whose dogs or cats are due for
vaccination are urged to bring them
for a rabies immunization.

A state requirement that a dog’s
rabies vaccination be valid through
November of the licensing year is
now in effect. All residents are
urged to check their pet’s immuni-
zation record for this year and next
year. Revaccinations are good for
three years. First-time vaccinations
are only good for one year. If an
animal has been previously vacci-
nated, proof of the prior immuni-
zation will be required in order to
receive a three-year vaccination
certificate at the rabies clinic.

For additional information, call
the Cranford Health Department
at (908) 709-7238.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains (here-inafter called the “Owner”)
for:

BROOKSIDE PARK
IRRIGATION SYSTEM INSTALLATION

Sealed bids for the above named Con-
tract, which comprises the installation of
an irrigation system at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, will be re-
ceived at the Township Council Cham-
bers, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 on Friday, November
20, 2015, at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time, at
which time they will be publicly unsealed
and the contents publicly announced.

The work includes the furnishing of all
labor, materials and equipment necessary
to complete  the work as shown on the
Drawings and as described in the Specifi-
cations. The work consists of the installa-
tion of an irrigation system and all the
components, controllers, booster pump,
electrical connections, installation of the
new supply line, coordination with the util-
ity companies and site restoration. The
work is located at Brookside Park on
Hetfield Avenue in the Township of Scotch
Plains and includes: site work and general
construction. The work shall be completed
within 60 calendar days of the Contractor’s
receipt of written Notice to Proceed.

No bid will be received unless in writing
on the forms furnished, and unless accom-
panied by bid security in the form of a bid
bond, cashier’s check, or a certified check
made payable to the Township of Scotch
Plains in an amount equal to 10% of the
amount of the total bid, but not exceeding
$20,000.

The bid shall be accompanied by a Cer-
tificate of Surety on the form included in the
Contract Documents, from a surety com-
pany licensed to do business in the State
of New Jersey, which shall represent that
the surety company will provide the Con-
tractor with the required bonds in the sums
required in the Contract Documents and in
a form satisfactory to the Owner’s Attorney
and in compliance with the requirements
of law.

Bidders must use the prepared bid form
which is contained in the Contract Docu-
ments. Each individual proposal must be
separately enclosed in a sealed envelope
addressed to the Township Clerk, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076 marked on the outside with the
number of the contract(s) and name of the
project being bid on.

No bids will be received after the time
and date specified, and no bids will be
received by mail. Bids shall be received by
courier service (date and time recorded) or
shall be hand delivered. The Owner shall
award the Contract or reject all bids within

60 days of bid opening, except that the
bids of any bidders who consent thereto
may, at the request of the Owner, be held
for consideration for such longer period as
may be agreed. A copy of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
23 is included in the Section entitled “Local
Public Contract Law” of this specification.

The Owner will evaluate bids and any
award will be made to the lowest, respon-
sive, responsible bidder in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1. A copy of N.J.S.A
40A:11-6.1 is included in Section entitled
Local Public Contract of this specification.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any
or all bids and to waive minor informalities
or irregularities in bids received.

The qualification and reclassification of
bidders will be subject to the statutory
provisions contained in N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
25 to 32 (“Local Public Contract Law”). A
copy of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-25 to 32 is in-
cluded in the Section entitled “Local Public
Contract Law” of this specification.

All bid security except the security of the
three apparent lowest respon-sible bid-
ders shall be returned, unless otherwise
requested by the bidder, within ten (10)
days after the open-ing of the bids, Sun-
days and holidays excepted, and the bids
of the bidders whose bid security is re-
turned shall be considered withdrawn.

Each bidder must submit with his bid a
signed certificate stating that he owns,
leases or controls all the necessary equip-
ment required to accomplish the work
shown and described in the Contract Docu-
ments. Should the bidder not be the actual
owner or leasee of such equipment, his
certificate shall state the source from which
the equipment will be obtained and, in
addition, shall be accompanied by a signed
certificate from the owner or person in
control of the equipment definitely grant-
ing to the bidder the control of the equip-
ment required during such time as may be
necessary for the completion of that por-
tion of the Contract for which it is neces-
sary. The bidder shall comply with the
documentation requirements set forth in
the Article of the Information for Bidders,
entitled, “Bidder Submissions”.

The successful bidder will be required to
submit bonds and proof of insurance on or
before execution of their respective Con-
tracts as explained in the Contract Docu-
ments.

Bidders are required to comply with all
relevant Federal and State Statutes, Rules
and Regulations including but not limited to
the applica-ble provisions of Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended (42
USC 2000d2000D4A), the discrimination
and affirmative action provisions of N.J.S.A.
10:21 through 10:24, the New Jersey Law
against Dis-crimina-tion, N.J.S.A. 10:51, et
seq., the rules and regulations promulgated
pursuant thereto, the State require-ment
for bidders to supply statements of owner-
ship (N.J.S.A. 52:2524.2) and the State
require-ment for submission of the names
and addresses of certain subcontractors

(N.J.S.A. 40A:1116).
The Contract Documents (Drawings and

Specifications) may be reviewed online at
no cost at (www.bidset.com/hatchmott) or
at the office of the Township Clerk located
at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 between the hours of 9:00
am and 3:00 PM. The Contract Documents
(Drawings and Specifications) may be
obtained by prospective bidders upon a
non-refundable payment of $75.00 for each
set of full-sized drawings and specifica-
tions by calling 1-877-424-3738 or by online
request at www.bidset.com/hatchmott.
Shipping charges are additional and vari-
able depending upon the pick-up or deliv-
ery option selected by the purchaser. Con-
tract Documents will be available begin-
ning Friday, October 30, 2015. Questions
regarding the bid must be made to Jason
Harkins via e-mail:
jason.harkins@hatchmott.com. All ques-
tions must be received on or before Friday,
November 6, 2015 at 12:00 pm.

If the Contract is awarded, no refunds
will be given. If for any reason the Contract
is not awarded, refunds will be made to
bidders pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:1124(b)
when the Con-tract Docu-ments are re-
turned in reasonable condition within 90
days of notice that the Contract has not
been awarded.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:531 et seq.,
bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975 c. 127, NJAC
17:27.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid an
“Ownership Disclosure Statement” and
“Non-Collusion Affidavit” on the forms in-
cluded in the Contract Docu-ments.

Bidders and their subcontractors of any
tier must comply with all applicable provi-
sions of the Public Works Contractor Reg-
istration Act, P.L. 1999, c. 238 (N.J.S.A.
34:11-56.48) and the New Jersey Prevail-
ing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25).

Pursuant to P.L. 2004, c.57 (N.J.S.A.
52:32-44) effective September 1, 2004, all
business organizations that conduct busi-
ness with a New Jersey government
agency are required to be registered with
the State of New Jersey. Bidders and their
subcontractors must submit proof that at
the time of the Bid they are registered with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue by submitting a copy
of their Business Registration Certificate
prior to Contract award.

It is the purpose of this Notice to Bidders
to summarize some of the more important
provi-sions of the Contract Documents.
Prospective bidders are cautioned not to
rely solely on this sum-mary, but to read
the Contract Documents in their entirety.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains

Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 10/29/15, The Times Fee: $172.89

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 11/24/15, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Beam Guide Rail and Attenuator Repair Contract, North – 2016, Various
locations in the Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union
and Warren (Including and North of Route 57); 100% State; DP No: 15447

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 10/29/15, 11/05/15 and 11/12/15, The Leader Fee: $165.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
FIRM / CLERK OF THE WORKS

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.5,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation (hereinafter referred to as the
“Board’) is requesting from interested and
qualified firms/individuals proposals for
Construction Management Firm/Clerk of
the Works for building additions as out-
lined in the RFP. The understanding of the
parties with respect to the services to be
rendered and the various fee arrange-
ments are required to be set forth in a
formal agreement. The Board Offices are
located at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

The Scope of Work for Construction
Management Services may be inspected
or picked up at the Board offices between
the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM, Mon-
day through Friday, except Saturday, Sun-
days and holidays. Further information may
be obtained by calling Deborah S. Saridaki,
School Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary at (908) 232-6161 ext. 4013 or email
dsaridaki@spfk12.org.

All firms/individuals submitting propos-
als must use and complete all forms and
include all information required in the pro-
posal package.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5, any
firm/person submitting a proposal shall be
prequalified by the Division of Property
Management and Construction in the De-
partment of the Treasury (DPMC). Pursu-
ant to P.L. 2004, c.57, all proposals must
be accompanied by a New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate issued by the
New Jersey Department of Treasury, Divi-
sion of Revenue. All vendors are required
to comply with the requirements of P.L.
1975, c. 127, “Law Against Discrimination”
and the Affirmative Action statutes and
regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27-1.1 et seq.

Proposals (original and 2 copies)
must be submitted to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education no later
than Tuesday, November 17, 2015 at
2:00 PM. If sent by mail, the envelope
should be clearly marked as “RFP for Con-
struction Management Services”. The pro-
posals should be addressed to Deborah S.
Saridaki, Business Administrator/Board
Secretary, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076.

All proposals will be opened and read
publicly at that time by the School Busi-
ness Administrator/Board Secretary, or her
designee. All proposals shall be evaluated
by a selection committee who shall pre-
pare a report evaluating the proposals and
recommend an award. The report shall be
made available in accordance with N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-4.5. No proposal may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days from
the opening of the proposals.

The Board reserves the right to reject
any or all proposals and waive any infor-
mality in the process if it is in the best
interests of the Board. No proposal may be
deemed accepted until the adoption of a
formal resolution by the Board.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 10/29/15, The Times Fee: $70.38

Hillside Avenue Teacher Feted
For Winning Science Grant

South Ave. Day Care Center
Gets Second Night of Scrutiny

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – A proposal to
demolish the Masonic Lodge on
the southwest corner of South Av-
enue East and Thomas Street in
favor of a day care center received
a second long hearing from the
zoning board Monday night.

Board Chairman Ronald Marotta
declared another round of hear-
ings on the application will be held
Monday, December 7, but not be-
fore testimony from more experts
and several critical residents
pushed Monday’s session to 11:25
p.m.

Applicant Dovyajan Manage-
ment is looking for permission to
raze the lodge for a building that
could accommodate 179 children,
Monday through Friday, from 6:30
a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

It has asked the board to ap-
prove several variances, including
everything from use — in a largely
residential area with the VFW hall
and TD Bank across South Avenue
— and setbacks to exemptions for
a required loading zone and bi-
cycle rack.

After planner Anthony Gallerano
told the board in September that the
new building would face Thomas
Street and have a parking area with 38
spaces in front of the building and a
walled playground in the rear, many
residents complained of potential traf-
fic and street parking, pushing the
meeting to 11:30 p.m.

The scene repeated itself Mon-
day evening.

Traffic engineer Harold Maltz
testified for Dovyajan for an hour,
presenting his analysis of the traf-
fic flow on South Avenue East at
morning peak and afternoon rush
hours.

He said cars going to the day
care center would not cause any
significant delay in the normal traf-
fic flow at the intersection with
Thomas Street during either of
those periods.

Mr. Maltz pointed out that the

drop-off and pick-up times would
stagger according to the needs of
the parents.

He also pointed out that the par-
ents would be going to work or
returning from work, with the av-
erage pick-up or drop-off time be-
ing five to seven minutes.

The property would have drive-
ways on either side of the building
with the ingress being 35 feet from
South Avenue.

In response to questions about
on-the-street parking, Mr. Maltz
said it was possible that Thomas
Street would lose one “on-the-
street” place on the east side.

After a 10-minute break, the
board heard from project architect
Kamlesh Shah and proposed day
care owner Arvin Patel.

In response to objections in Sep-
tember, Mr. Shah said the size of
the proposed monument sign has
been cut in half from 52 square
feet to 25 square feet.

Mr. Patel  operates another
daycare facility in South Brunswick
on Route 27. Both men said that
they expected the enrollment to be
179 children.

However, they both said that on
any given weekday only 10 to 20
percent would be in attendance.

In response to questions from
the board, Mr. Patel said the state
does not require a nurse to be on
staff.

He also said that any food served
at the site would be prepared in a
slow cooker or a microwave. He
added that food delivery would be
limited to once a month by a box
truck.

Neighborhood resident Jerry
Randolph disputed Mr. Maltz’ traf-
fic analysis, saying he had pictures
of the area at rush hour and would
bring them to the next meeting.

Other residents, such as Bill and
Teresa Montani, Union County
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
and attorney Edward Hobbie,
whose office abuts the property,
were not convinced.

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Interim Superin-
tendent of Schools Marilyn Birnbaum
set aside time at Monday’s Board of
Education meeting to congratulate
teacher Matthew Fichter for winning
a $5,000 BASF Science Education
Grant for Hillside Avenue School.

The money awarded by BASF Cor-
poration will be used to install a rain
garden at the middle school. Teachers
will use the garden, which utilizes
storm runoff, to help educate students
about water conservation.

Ms. Birnbaum also commended fel-
low Hillside Avenue School science
teachers Joan Pulliam and Lisa Decker
for submitting separate proposals.

While their applications were not
selected for funding, Ms. Birnbaum
acknowledged the hard work that goes
into submitting the requests and stated
that she was very proud of the quality
and effort demonstrated and pleased
to have one of them funded.

Ms. Birnbaum also detailed several
events ongoing at the schools. She
again flagged Hillside Avenue School
for special mention. It recently played
host to a delegation from Kean Uni-
versity, she said, including visiting
educators from China, making for a
unique experience.

In student news, Ms. Birnbaum
called attention to Cranford High
School senior Ben Gelber, who she
said put together a special YouTube
video featuring both male and female
a cappella singers from the high school.

The performance was submitted to
Macy’s All-School A Cappella Chal-
lenge.

Macy’s will award three winning
schools a cash prize of $25,000 each.

Ms. Birnbaum expressed hope that
the group could win the competition.
She also singled out high school se-
nior Connor Marti, who recently par-

ticipated in the New Jersey Governor’s
School in the Sciences.

The program is a three-week resi-
dential opportunity involving intense
college-level research hosted at Drew
University.

The search for a new superinten-
dent of schools is under way. The
search committee met last week and
has a list of candidates that it will
begin interviewing in the middle of
November.

Further updates will be provided
once the committee has had the oppor-
tunity to meet the candidates.

In other business pertaining to per-
sonnel, the board approved 20 sala-
ried winter coaching appointments and
seven more volunteer spots for the
2015-2016 school year.

An executive session that extended
approximately one hour longer than
anticipated resulted in some agenda
items being tabled to future meetings.

One was Assistant Superintendent
for Curriculum and Instruction Liz
Azukas’ presentation on board goals.
Ms. Azukas is now scheduled to de-
liver her presentation at the next board
meeting on Monday, November 9.

In the latter part of the public pro-
gram that took place between two
closed executive sessions, the board
acted on several matters discussed
during the earlier executive session.

One entailed two long-term student
suspensions. In separate resolutions
the board approved suspending the
students, identified by number only,
from Monday, October 19 to Wednes-
day, February 3, the last day of the
second marking period.

Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary Robert Carfango said that the
board would monitor the decisions on
the students on a bi-monthly basis. No
information beyond the students’ iden-
tification numbers and dates of sus-
pension was provided.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

BID ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Public Schools will accept bids
for  Solar PPA (Power Purchase Agree-
ment) Services at Various Schools,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, together
with all work incidental thereto, in accor-
dance with the requirements of the draw-
ings and specifications prepared by Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD) Archi-
tects-Planners, www.fvhdpc.com, FVHD
Project No. 4787 A-F.

BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED
FOR:  SINGLE OVERALL
CONTRACT (C035, C047)

Sealed bids are due by Thursday De-
cember 3, 2015 at 2:00 PM to the Westfield
Board of Education, attention of Ms. Dana
Sullivan, Business Administrator, Room
101, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090, and will be publicly opened
and read immediately thereafter.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, and may be inspected
by prospective bidders during regular busi-
ness hours. Any bidder should contact the
Architect’s Office at (609) 883-7101 to
confirm availability of documents. The Bid
Documents may be obtained from the Ar-
chitect upon deposit of $200.00 (Two
Hundred Dollars) for each set, made pay-
able to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie. If
bidder requests documents to be shipped,
they must provide their direct shipping ac-
count number to the Architect and a sepa-
rate non-refundable handling fee of $25.00
per set payable in advance to Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, PC. Deposit will be
refunded if the bidding documents are re-
turned in whole in good condition, bound in
proper order, unmarked, and returned within
ten (10) days after the opening of bids, by a
Bidder submitting bona fide bid. All ques-
tions must be sent only via mail or
facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in dupli-
cate (one original and one copy) in sepa-
rate sealed envelopes for each contract:
(1) addressed to the owner, (2) bearing the
name and address of the bidder written on
the face of the envelope, and (3) clearly
marked “BID” with the contract title and/or
bid number on the outside of the envelope
and must be delivered to the above place
on or before the hour named. The Board of
Education and the Architect assume no
responsibility for bids mailed or misdirected
in delivery.

Access for site visitations may be ar-
ranged by contacting the following person
at the Ms. Emely Hernandez, Buildings
and Grounds Office, 908-789-4461.

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00 bidder
must be pre-qualified by the New Jersey
Division of Property Management and
Construction (DPMC), prior to the date that
bids are received. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsive to bid
requirements.

Only contractors and/or sub-contractors
pre-qualified for the following DPMC trade
classifications (Form 3) may perform work
on this project:  C035 - Solar Energy Sys-
tems / C047 – Electrical.

All Bidders must provide a Business
Registration Certificate prior to bid open-

ing date per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44.
Bidding shall be in conformance with the

applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq.  pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law.”

The form of contract will be a ‘Power
Purchase Agreement’ in accordance with
laws and regulations promulgated by the
State of New Jersey.

All bidders shall comply with The New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act P.L. 1963,
c.150 (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25 et seq.).

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c.  127, N.J.A.C.
17:27 (N.J.S.A. 10:5-32 et seq) and all duly
adopted Affirmative Action Regulations
(N.J.A.C. 17:27).

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.

The right is reserved to reject any or all
bids or to waive informality in the bidding if
it is in the interest of the School District to
do so.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

All bidders shall comply with The New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.25 et seq. (P.L. 1963, c.150).

All bidders are required to comply with
all requirements of Affirmative Action Regu-
lations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L. 1975,
c.127) N.J.A.C. 17:27 and P.L. 1975, C.
127, N.J.A.C. 17:27 N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. Laws Against Discrimination. An Ini-
tial Project Workforce Report will be re-
quired from the successful bidder (Form
AA-201).

All qualified applicants will receive con-
sideration for employment without regard
to age, race, creed, color, national origin,
ancestry, marital status, affectional or
sexual orientation or sex.

All Contractors and Subcontractors must
comply with the business registration and
use tax requirements of N.J.S.A. 52:32-
44, amended by P.L. 2004, c.57. Pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all Contractors who
bid on the School Facilities Project shall
provide a copy of their Business Registra-
tion Certification, issued by the Depart-
ment of Treasury, at the time of submis-
sion of their Bid Proposals to the School
District.  Failure to include this form with
the Proposal or Bid will result in rejection of
the Bid. The Contractor must (a) obtain
proof of valid business registration from a
Subcontractor before entering into a con-
tract with the Subcontractor and shall for-
ward said business registrations to the
School District; (b) provide written notice
to all Subcontractors that they are required
to submit a copy of their Business Regis-
tration Certificate to the Contractor; and (c)
maintain and submit to the School District
a list of the names of any Subcontractors
and their current addresses, updated as
necessary during the course of the con-
tract performance, and to be complete and
accurate before a request for final pay-
ment is made.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof. The right is reserved to
reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if it is in the interest of the
School District to do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 10/29/15, The Leader Fee: $140.76

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
November 9 , 2015 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Edison & Stephanie Diaz, 120 Marion
Avenue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a two-story addition contrary to
sections 12.04F1 and 11.09E13 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of 20%. Pro-
posed is 21%. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum continuous wall length in a zoning
side yard of 25 feet. Proposed is 35.16
feet.

Donald and Patricia McDonald, 430
South Euclid Avenue. Applicant is seek-
ing approval to construct a two-story addi-
tion contrary to sections 12.04F1 and
12.04F2 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building cover-
age of 20%. Proposed is 23%. Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage with
a deck of 22%. Proposed is 26.1%.

352 East South Avenue, LLC, 352 &
354 South Avenue, East. Applicant is
seeking preliminary and final major site
plan approval with c and d variances to
demolish the existing three-story mixed-
use structure at 352 South Avenue, E. (lot
7) and construct a new three-story mixed
use building with retail on the first floor and
two-bedroom apartments on the 2nd and
3rd floor. Applicant is seeking variance
relief from the following sections of the

Land Use Ordinance for Lot 7:
§11.28G4 – Ordinance requires a front

yard setback of 8 feet. Proposed is 1.9 feet.
§11.28G5 – Ordinance requires a side

yard setback of 12.61 feet. Proposed is 0.9
feet.

§11.28G8 – Ordinance allows a floor
area ratio of 50%. Proposed is 62.28%.

§11.28G9 – Ordinance allows a residen-
tial density of 1 unit / 3,350 square feet of
lot area. Proposed are 2 units / 5,187
square feet of lot area.

§17.02B4 – Ordinance requires 11 off-
street parking spaces. Proposed are seven
spaces.

§17.02C – Ordinance requires 24 off-
street parking spaces for Lots 7 & 8. Pro-
posed are 17 spaces.

Darrin & Angelina Ciaccio, 167 Madi-
son Street. Applicant is seeking approval
to construct a two-story addition contrary
to sections 11.09E6, 11.09E7, 12.04E1
and 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a side yard setback of
10 feet. Proposed are 12.5 feet and 6.17
feet. Ordinance requires a rear yard set-
back of 35 feet. Proposed is 34 feet. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum floor area ratio of
37% / 3,200 square feet. Proposed is
47.3%. Ordinance allows a maximum build-
ing coverage of 20%. Proposed is 21.6%.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Board Secretary

1 T - 10/29/15, The Leader Fee: $69.87

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 11/17/15, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Concrete Structural Repair Contract, North - 2016, Various Sites,
Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren (Including

& North of Route 57) Counties; 100% State; DP No: 15461
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 10/29/15, 11/05/15 and 11/12/15, The Leader Fee: $165.24

Scotch Plains Library Posts
November ‘Friday Films’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has revealed its
“Friday Films” for November, fea-
turing today’s stars in some early
roles. All films will start at noon. The
schedule is as follows:

Driving Miss Daisy (PG, 100 min-
utes), starring Jessica Tandy and Mor-
gan Freeman, will be shown Novem-
ber 6. Set in Atlanta in the 1950s, it
tells the story of the friendship be-
tween a headstrong Jewish widow and
her ever-patient African-American
chauffeur that grows over many years.

Good Will Hunting (R, 127 min-
utes) will be offered on November
13. In it, a young working-class ge-

nius is hauled back from the brink of
self-destruction by a gifted
coumselor.

Mystic Pizza (R, 102 minutes), fea-
turing a young Julia Roberts, will be
screened November 20. The story
follows three young pizza parlor wait-
resses as they spend a summer find-
ing romance.

These events are free and open to
all. Advance registration is recom-
mended. To register, visit scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Av-
enue, in the center of the township.

Holiday Boutique to Be Held
At Hanson House Nov. 7-8

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will hold its An-
nual Holiday Boutique/Garage
Sale Fundraiser on Saturday and
Sunday, November 7 and 8, at the
Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

The hours of the boutique will
be 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday
and Sunday. New and gently used
holiday merchandise will be avail-
able, including decorations and or-
naments, plus some unusual items.

This fund-raising event will help
the Cranford Historical Society
maintain the gardens and grounds
at the Crane-Phillips House Mu-
seum in Cranford and the History
Scholarship Fund.

For more information, call the
Cranford Historical Society office
at (908) 276-0082. The Society
has been dedicated to the perpetu-

ation of Cranford’s history by con-
tinuing to collect and document
the township’s past as it progresses
through the 21st century. Further
information also is available at
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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150 – 152 East Broad St, Westfield, NJ 07090 
(908) 789-9696  �  njwa2@aol.com 
www.njworkshopforthearts.com 

Private music lessons on all instruments  
For students of all ages and levels  

Performing ensembles and world-class faculty  
Music Store, Westfield Fencing Club, and much more! 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO SEND 
YOUR CHILD TO HEBREW SCHOOL THIS YEAR

HEBREW SCHOOL
KINDERGARTEN–GRADE 2 

$250 FOR THE YEAR

ONCE A WEEK ON 
SUNDAY MORNINGS •  9:30-12:30

• Kindergarten-Bar & Bat Mitzvah • Bar- & Bat Mitzvah Preparation
• No affiliation or membership required

ב"ה

UNION COUNTY TORAH CENTER •  111 LAUREL PLACE, WESTFIELD NJ 07090 • 908-789-5252 • INFO@TORAHCENTER.ORG • WWW.TORAHCENTER.ORG

WHERE JUDAISM IS FUN
THE TORAH CENTER HEBREW SCHOOL WITH DEDICATED AND ENTHUSIASTIC TEACHERS OFFERS

 A CREATIVE, JOYFUL, HANDS-ON JEWISH EDUCATION WHERE CHILDREN EMBRACE THEIR 
JEWISH ROOTS AND GAIN A TRUE SENSE OF JEWISH PRIDE.

HIT THE RIGHT NOTE...Westfield High School Senior, Claudia Savickas, right,
is the winner of a poster contest sponsored by the Musical Club of Westfield.  Her
artwork was selected for the program cover of the Club’s Centennial Concert
scheduled for Sunday, November 22.  Claudia, who has been an art student of
Westfield High School teacher Annora Happe-Conway for three years, is shown
receiving a $200 prize for her award-winning poster from Musical Club of
Westfield President Beverly Shea, left, and Scholarship Chair Drude Crane. The
Club is celebrating its 100th year with a Scholarship Concert, which is open to the
public, on Sunday, November 22, at the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street.
Founded in 1915, the Musical Club of Westfield has bestowed scholarships to
promising young musicians since 1922 and has helped over 140 different students
over the past 93 years.

Concert to Celebrate Musical
Club of Westfield Centennial

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield, a non-for-profit organiza-
tion which encourages the musical arts
through performance and scholarship
support, will present a Centennial Schol-
arship Concert on Sunday,November
22 at 3 p.m. at The First Baptist Church
of Westfield, 170 Elm Street, Westfield.

The concert is part of a yearlong
celebration of the 100th anniversary of
the clubs founding and is a fundraiser
for the clubs annual scholarship awards.
Scholarship recipients are chosen
through an audition process and are
eligible for up to four years of awards.
A donation of $15 is suggested and a
reception will follow the concert.

The program will feature past and
recent scholarship recipients. Among
those scheduled to perform are Kathleen
Bride, Jordan Hendy and Matt Sklar.

Mr. Sklar was encouraged by his
music teacher at Edison Intermediate
School, Kristine Smith-Morasso, to
compose a song for eighth-grade gradu-
ation. He sent the song to the Mickey
Mouse Club, which recorded it. He was
active in Westfield High School music
and drama. Mr. Sklar graduated with
honors from Juilliard’s Pre-College
Division in composition. His piece,
Symphonics was premiered at Lincoln
Center by the Juilliard Pre-College
Orchestra under his baton. He gradu-
ated from New York University in 1995.
Mr. Sklar has been a pianist, conductor,
and dance music arranger for many
productions including Shrek, 42nd
Street, Miss Saigon, Les Misérables,
Nine and Caroline, or Change. He was
nominated for the 2006 Tony Award for
Best Original Score for The Wedding
Singer. He also composed the music for
the hit musical Elf and for his own
musicals: The Rhythm Club, Judas and
Me and the Wicked City

Ms. Bride, a graduate of The Juilliard
School, is a professor of harp at the
Eastman School of Music in Rochester,
New York, and visiting professor at the
Royal Northern College of Music in
Manchester, England. Prior to Eastman,
she was chairman of the harp depart-
ment at Manhattan School of Music.
She has been artist in residence at both
the Universities of Puerto Rico and
Hawaii. Ms. Bride has been guest recit-
alist at the Cheltenham International
Festival of Music, the Maria Korchinska
International Harp Competition, Hol-

land Harp Week, American Harp Soci-
ety National Conference, and Lincoln
Center Project. She has been soloist
with Colonial Symphony, New Jersey
Symphony, Ridgewood Chamber Or-
chestra, Wayne Chamber Orchestra,
Scranton Philharmonic, and Korean
Chamber Ensemble. As solo harpist on
a European tour with the Juilliard En-
semble of Contemporary Music and
composer Luciano Berio, Ms. Bride
recorded contemporary chamber mu-
sic on the Philips and RCA Victor La.

Mr. Hendy is a sophomore at The
Juilliard School, studying violin per-
formance with Professor Li Lin. Previ-
ously, he attended Juilliard’s Pre-Col-
lege Division as a student of Stephen
Clapp and I Hao Lee. His piano trio was
the only pre-college group picked to
perform at the Juilliard ChamberFest
2014. In spring 2015, he was selected to
perform Le Nozze de Figaro with the
Juilliard Orchestra and Opera; also he
auditioned for, and won, a three year
teacher’s assistant job in Ear Training
under Dr. Wayne Oquin. He maintains
a home studio in violin and piano. Mr.
Hendy performs extensively to fund-
raise for charities.

NJWA Offers Opportunities
For all Ages to Learn, Perform

WESTFIELD – Music surrounds
people in many aspects of their lives,
although they may not be aware of its
presence. The New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA) Music Studio
offeres instruction for adults and chil-
dren wishing to  enhance that knowl-
edge and appreciation of music in
their lives. The NJWA offers instru-
mental and vocal instruction for all
ages, provided by a  staff of highly
skilled and talented music educators
and professional artists. The organi-
zation also includes the Music Con-
nection, a program which provides
instruction for special needs families.

The studio offers many group per-
formance opportunities. Teen vocal-
ists and teens with one year of instru-
mental playing experience may join
the Rock Performance Workshop,
while  less experienced rockers could

become members of the Intro to Rock
Performance Workshop. Wednesday
Morning Strings is intended for adults
who are experienced on string instru-
ments, while  intermediate and ad-
vanced alphorn players have the op-
portunity to become part of the Inter-
national American Alphorn Ensemble.
The studio also offers a Parent/Part-
ner String Ensemble.

The Music Studio also affords other
intergenerational opportunities. such
as membership in the NJWA Rockin’
Jazz Band and the NJWA Summer
Symphony. Professional musicians
may choose to participate in the Ma-
jestic Winds, the professional wind
band of the NJWA.

 For more information call (908)
789-9696; visit the NJWA studios at
150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield;
or email njwa2@aol.com.

AA CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION !  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2015 at 3:00 PM
170 Elm Street, Westfield NJ

(The First Baptist Church of Westfield)

Reception Follows the Concert

$15 Suggested Donation to the Music Scholarship Fund

Visit the Musical Club website at http://musicalclubofwestfield.org for more information 

This arts program is made possible in part by a grant from the Westfield Foundatiion 
and by a HEART (History, Education, Arts Reaching Thousands) grant from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

The Musical Club of Westfield is a not-for-profit IRC Section 501(c)(3) organization incorporated in the State of New Jersey August 13, 1935.

backs and memories. This show doesn’t
dwell deeply much in those particulars,
but touches lightly on the sensitive sub-
ject of personal hell.

With direction and choreography by
Tony Award winner Andy
Blankenbuehler (Hamilton, In the
Heights, Bring It On) the pace is per-
fectly frenetic. The dancing engaging,
inventive, fresh with a nod to the time
period. The movement from one light-
ning - fast night club scene to the next is
seamless. Paloma Young’s intriguing
period-piece costumes are spotlighted
by Jeff Croiter’s lighting design. A first
rate set design by David Korins high-
lights the unmistakable differences be-
tween Cleveland and New York.

Big budgets such as the one report-
edly needed for this Paper Mill produc-
tion don’t always pay off as a gateway
to Broadway. But if the whispers and
speculation are true of this ticket, see
the show now before you have to pay
twice as much later.

The show runs through Sunday, No-
vember 8.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 36

Bandstand

NJFO to Present
The Magic of Mahler

MORRISTOWN – Mahler, that
composer of gigantic symphonies,
will get a transformation on Nov. 8 at
the Bickford Theatre at Morris Mu-
seum when NJ Festival Orchestra
(NJFO) presents his Ninth Symphony
with a brand new instrumentation.

Considered by some to be the most
monumental musical creation ever
written, Mahler’s mighty ninth is
rarely performed due to its epic pro-
portions and complex orchestral re-
quirements. Now New Jersey Festi-
val Chamber Orchestra presents a
New Jersey premiere of Klaus
Simon’s jaw-dropping “bonsai” re-
orchestration of this celebrated work.

According to NJFO Music Direc-
tor David Wroe, Simon’s reduced or-
chestration expertly retains the ex-
quisite architecture and expressive
power of Mahler’s original symphony
while adding a new white-hot inten-
sity.

“It’s like experiencing the magic of
Mahler under the magnifying glass,”
commented Mr. Wroe. “This breath-
taking version - a first for New Jersey
- could be life changing!”

According to Dr. Norman Luka,
President of the NJFO Board of Trust-
ees, this new take on Mahler is in
keeping with NJFO’s mission to
present a series of bold and innova-
tive initiatives guaranteed to revital-
ize the concert-going experience.

Continued Wroe, “A thrust of our

concerts this year encompasses pre-
senting the familiar in unfamiliar con-
texts, or rather leading traditional
winners into the arena in shiny new
armor. This concert will make acces-
sible, through this new and vibrant
version, the musical poetry of one of
the greatest artistic minds the world
has known. I predict musicians and
audience alike will be exhausted (in a
good way!) and changed by the expe-
rience. ”

Presented in collaboration with
Morris Museum, this New Jersey pre-
miere is made possible, in part, by
funds from the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts/Department of State, a
Partner Agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts; the Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation; the F.M. Kirby
Foundation and the Victoria Founda-
tion.

Tickets are $35 for Members, $40
for Non-Members and $25 for stu-
dents. Tickets may be purchased by
phone at (973) 971-3706, online at
www.morrismuseum.org or in person
at the Bickford Theatre Box Office
located at 6 Normandy Heights Road
in Morristown. Box office hours for
phone sales are Monday through Fri-
day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Walk-up hours
are Tuesday, through Friday, 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

www.goleader.com

http://www.nazzaromusic.com
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The Bandstand at Paper
Mill Playhouse Swings

By SUSAN MERYLL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MILLBURN - Folks of a certain age
hear the word “bandstand” and might
think of Dick Clark and America’s dance
show that held them rapt each day after
school. But Paper Mill Playhouse’s hot
World Premiere of The Bandstand with
music by Richard Oberacker and book
and lyrics by Robert Taylor is of an
earlier era - that of the 1940s post war
America. Although at first the produc-

tion might seem like one only for an
audience of “The Greatest Generation”
or Baby Boomers, the musical’s uni-
versality shines through to anyone who
knows first or second hand of the hor-
rors of war.

Donny (Corey Cott), a former piano
prodigy, returns home to Cleveland to
strains of soothing emotional salve that
everything will be “Just Like It Was
Before.” Of course it isn’t and can’t be.
Not being able to find a job doesn’t
make life easy for him, either. So the

pianist dreams big and begins to as-
semble a band of former military men
who have their respective eyes on the
goal of first place in a national radio
contest that would gain them a movie
contract bringing fame and fortune. He
pulls in top-notch musicians (and they
really are first rate men who play their
instruments live) drummer Johnny (Joe
Carroll), bassist Davy (Brandon J. Ellis),
saxophonist Jimmy (James Nathan
Hopkins), trombonist Wayne (Geoff
Packard) and trumpeter Nick (Joey
Pero).

Along the way to hoped-for stardom,
Donny looks up his army buddy’s widow
Julia (Laura Osnes) who is stuck in a
dead-end job selling cosmetics. Julia’s
mother, Mrs. Adams (Beth Leavel) tries
to play Cupid and waxes philosophical
in a truth be told, well-delivered num-
ber, “Men Never Like to Talk.”

Donny builds a relationship with Julia
who becomes the band’s headline vo-
calist. The big band pulsing beat is
juxtaposed with softer, more reflective
moments much like the literal and figu-
rative roller coaster of war. A straight
forward boy meets girl storyline strikes
a tender note in a number of songs,
especially in Julia’s delivery of “What’s
the Harm in That” and “Love Will
Come and Find Me Again.” Mrs.
Adams’ poignant moment in “Every-
thing Happens” questions the point of
going through life being angry and try-
ing to place blame in order to make
sense of life and death situations.

Julia shares a poem with Donny that
she has written about the aftermath of
war and the unmentioned torment many
returning servicemen face. He puts it to
music and in “Welcome Home” it’s a
heart- wrenching saga that tells of the
band members’ dealing with their flash-

Get the Word Out!    Write About It!    We'll Be Your Platform.

... if only there was a way I could attract more attention to my business ...

Leader/Times Bulletin Boards are Rapid Business Generators. Reach our informed audience

with your targeted sales messages. Submit yours online today at goleader.com/form/bulletin

Welcome Home     
Lifestyle at it’s Best 

 Susan  Massa 

  Broker CRS SRES ABR    
908-400-0778 

www.NJhomeshowcase.com 
www.susanmassa.com 
188 elm st Westfield 

   Summit & Short Hills                                  
908 233-8502 x 455  

��  Exceptional Skills  
��  Knowledge and Experience. 
��  A true Client centric Professional    
�� reputation of excellence personalized service   
�� World class marketing technology  
�� and a profound  understanding of our area 
�� makes all the difference in helping you meet   

your Real Estate  goals. 

Your Hometown Realtor text njhome to 87778 for home app 

Four Centuries in a Weekend
Offers a Peek Into Local History

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – October 17 and 18 marked
the 22nd year of the award-winning
program “Four Centuries in a Week-
end,” which celebrates New Jersey’s
rich colonial background by opening
many of its historical landmarks to the
public for activities, artifacts, enter-
tainment and, of course, a ton of hands-
on learning.

Spanning the county from Berkley
Heights and to Elizabeth, the program
has a total of 28 participating sites
throughout all of Union County that
patrons were able to visit over the
course of the weekend. It is wonderful
to see this program flourishing, as it
contained just 16 sites in its first year
running, back in 1994.

Most of these landmarks are, sur-
prisingly, much nearer to us than real-
ized. Between Westfield and Cranford
alone, there are four beautiful loca-
tions, all within 15 minutes of each
other.

Beginning in Westfield, right on
Mountain Avenue, is the Miller-Corey
House (and the Miller-Corey House
Museum, located on the same piece of
property). In addition to the farm-
house built in 1740, this site features a
tour for the curious, where the basic,
every-day colonial skills are discussed
during the visit. In the Frazee house,
just a few feet away, viewers could
find live actors cooking over an “open
hearth,” perhaps using some seasonal
herbs from the authentic colonial gar-
den.

Meanwhile, just seven minutes away,

was the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House of Mountainside. At first glance,
the house seems to be a colonial man-
sion. However, upon closer inspec-
tion, it is easy to see the changes this
house went through over the years.
Once the typical, (and minuscule) co-
lonial home—with original bricking
still visible in some sections—the
house was subject to multiple addi-
tions throughout the Hetfield family’s
occupancy. Though discontinuous, it
is truly fascinating to see the gradual
modernization of the house as well as
the architectural stylistic changes dur-
ing the late 1700’s through the early
1800’s. This site displayed war-based
artifacts and uniform-clad actors for
the public to see.

Ten minutes down the road, just off
Walnut Avenue and downtown
Cranford,is the Crane-Phillips House
Museum, operated by the Cranford
Historical Society. Designed by the
famous and original  American archi-
tect, Andrew Jackson Downing, this
home displays traditional Civil War-
era features. Entertainment for this
house included a display of wedding
dresses, dated between 1880 and 1890,
as well as wedding photos, traditional,
celebratory music and decorations.

In Scotch Plains, where what we
commonly know today as the Vo Tech
performing arts parking lot, was where
was a group of actors and local histo-
rian, Rich Palmatier, ready to tell visi-
tors about the battle that began in
Metuchen and ended in Ash Swamp.
Now the Ash Brook Reservation, but
centuries ago was where George Wash-
ington once stood and fought. Addi-

tionally was a trail walk led by Marc
Grobman.

Finally, was a location we not only
know, but still use—the Fanwood His-
toric Train Station. Heavily involved
with the development of local rail-
roads, this landmark is the “oldest
remaining railroad station in Union
County,” as well as a functioning train
station. Entertainment included a tour,
as well as artifacts displayed year-
round and an educational video for
any passerby to sit down and watch.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35

Photo courtesy of Eleanor Corbin
LEAD ME TO PARIS...Doug Danz  of Peachtree City, Georgia reads his
Westfield Leader near Avenue des Champs-Élysées while vacationing in Paris.

St. Paul’s Annual Book
Sale is This Weekend
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Novem-

ber 1, some 15,000 gently used books,
sorted in many useful categories, will
once again be ready for purchase at the
28th Annual Giant Book Sales in
Westfield.

The sale runs on Sunday, November 1
from noon to 5 p.m., Monday, Novem-
ber 2, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Tuesday,
November 3 from 9 a.m. to noon. Tues-
day is Bag Day, all you can put into one
grocery bag for $5.

All Sale proceeds are used to fund the
various concerts and musical programs
at St. Paul’s, to which the general public
is always invited.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is located
at 414 East Broad Street in Westfield
(near Euclid Avenue and across from
Town Hall).  To access the Parish Hall,
please use the Euclid Avenue driveway
entrance.  For more information, please
call (908) 451-5082 or e-mail Music
Director Charles M. Banks at
cbnj123@verizon.net.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior/co-captain Siobhan
McGovern did something that only
one other person did against the
No. 6 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team. Score a
goal! And that was all that was
needed as the 12-2 Cranford Cou-
gars handed the 15-1-1 Raiders
their first defeat of the season
with a 1-0 victory at Memorial
Field in Cranford on October 22.

McGovern’s goal came 12 min-
utes into the second half when
she came charging down the right
center of the field with junior

forward Katie Romanovich sprint-
ing down the right and senior/co-
captain midfielder Maddie Hart
striding down the left-center.
McGovern received a cross,
cleared a defender and took a
right-to-left shot that was out of
Raider goalkeeper Andrea
Leitner’s reach.

“We had a combination pass. I
think it was between me and
Maddie Hart. Then I got through
the defense and then it was just
me and the keeper. Then I placed
it on the left lower corner,”
McGovern described. “The de-
fender was coming up to block

and it went off and in.”
About three minutes after the

goal, the trio of Katie Romanovich,
McGovern and Hart went at it
again. Romanovich, cruising down
the right side, crossed way left to
Hart, who tapped the ball back to
McGovern, who was stealthily slid-
ing down the center and into the
box. McGovern banged a hard
shot, but Leitner was there in
time to block it.

“Katie took it down the end line,
crossed it in. I think Maddie Hart
got a finish on it. And it was
almost like a cross again back
then I went to head it and the
goalie was able to make the save,”
McGovern explained.

The Raiders, however, did re-
verse the momentum for several

minutes and took a few shots of
their own in the half, both saved
by goalkeeper Cam Hay. Another
instance had Raider Sophie
Brause battling her way into the
box and, amongst a crowd, got
off a shot but it was deflected by
a defender.

“Scotch Plains is always a big
challenge for us, so we always

show up against them. We all did
a good job. We defended a lot in
the second half. Scotch Plains
was pressing us right after we
scored. We were able to keep the
1-0 lead,” McGovern said.

Also in the second half,
Romanovich got her opportunity
and used her track speed to out-
distance a defender down the
right-center of the field. Once in
front of the defender, she took a
shot, but Leitner made the save
with a deflection that sent the
ball out of bounds, setting the
Cougars up with their only corner
kick of the afternoon.

“Someone on the defense had
a deflection and I started down.
I brought it to the right. I should
have brought it to the left but I
didn’t have a good angle,”
Romanovich said.

CO-CAPTAINS McGOVERN NOTCHS GAME WINNER IN SECOND HALF, HART GETS AN ASSIST

Cougars Stun No. 6 Raiders in Girls Soccer Showdown, 1-0

Reading is Good For You
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Leitner, who made four saves,
made a brilliant decision in the
first half when she was able to tip
a lined shot off the foot of Cougar
Maggie Roman just over the
crossbar in the 33rd minute.

“That was a good shot by Maggie
but it was also a very good save,”
said Romanovich, who had her

hand heavily wrapped through-
out the game.

“During the Westfield game, I
got kicked by one of the girls in
the hand when I went for a header
and she went to kick the ball
out,” Romanovich explained.

The first half was pretty much
an even game with the exception

of Roman’s shot that was the
only real shot on goal during that
period. There were a few shots
by each team that sailed either
left or right of the goal. The
Cougars finished with five shots
on goal, while the Raiders fin-
ished with two shots. Each team
took one corner kick.

The victory gave the second-
seeded Cougars some momen-
tum heading into the Union
County Tournament semifinal
game against the third-seeded
Westfield Blue Devils held at AL
Johnson High School on October
25. The winner will stand an ex-
cellent chance of facing the top-
seeded Raiders, who faced Oak
Knoll in the other semifinal, for
the UCT championship sched-
uled for Saturday, October 31, at
Kean University.

“Both teams were going into
today’s game just looking for a
competitive match to build the
seed of play for the weekend.
Defensively, we pressed hard and
everything kind of worked itself
out. We executed our game plan
very well today,” Cougar Head
Coach Jen Michewicz said. “Hope-

fully, this will give us the mo-
mentum for Sunday’s game
against Westfield and hopefully
in the finals against Scotch Plains.
We have been working hard all
week towards the county tour-
nament. We knew this was a
good game to get us there.”

“We are happy with the win but

we want to make sure we are
staying focused going into the semi-
finals. We have to take care of what
we have to do then go from there,”
McGovern said. “We haven’t won
since 2009, so we definitely have
some business to do.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 0 0
Cranford 0 1 1

More photos on next page
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Cranford Cougars Stun No. 6 Ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 1-0, in Girls Soccer
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*** Westfield Blue Devil Footballers Silence North Hunterdon Lions, 45-6 ***

More photos on next page
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*** Westfield Blue Devil Footballers Silence North Hunterdon Lions, 45-6 ***
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Westfield Blue Devil Girls Get Jump on Cranford Cougars, 2-0, in UCT Soccer Semis

More photos on next page
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Westfield Blue Devil Girls Get Jump on Cranford Cougars, 2-0, in UCT Soccer Semis
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Cranford Cougars Rout Rahway Indians, 5-0, in Soccer – by Jim Occi –www. jimocci.com
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Westfield Blue Devil Field Hockey Team Falls to Glen Ridge, 2-1, in Overtime
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No. 1 Ohio State Buckeyes Pummel Rutgers Scarlet Knights, 49-7 – by Brooks Crandall
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By Megan K. Scott
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Assembly Repub-
lican leader Jon Bramnick is re-
minding voters that New Jersey
is the highest taxed state in the
country, has the highest per per-
son debt in the country and people
are leaving the state faster than
any other state (according to
United Van Lines).

And it’s all happened under
Democratic rule.

“For 14 years, you have had
one party controlling the legisla-
ture,” Mr. Bramnick said in an
interview with the Westfield
Leader. “All the tax increases
were done by the Democrats.
This is not personal. This is just
like business. This is policy. For
them – the Democrats - not to
take responsibility for what they
have done is wrong.

“And they use every technique
to try to avoid the issue of ‘How
did you make the state so expen-
sive?’”

Mr. Branmick, who has repre-
sented the 21st district since
2003, is running with Nancy
Munoz, who was appointed to
the Assembly upon the death of
her husband in 2009. They are
running against Democrats Jill
LaZare, an attorney, and Spring-
field mayor David Barnett. The
election is Nov. 3.

The Leader has reached out to
the campaigns of Ms. LaZare and
Mr. Barnett.

Mr. Branmick, who was elected
minority leader in 2012, said
there has to be a resolution to
the state’s public-employee pen-
sion system. He said the state is
$80 billion in the hole; the cur-
rent revenue in the state is $32
billion. A Democratic proposal to
raise the millionaire’s tax would
only generate $700 million, he
said.

“Unless you start to do further

reforms, this pension system will
collapse,” said Mr. Bramnick, who
as his party’s legislative leader
has stumped across the state for
his fellow Republicans. “You can’t
ignore it. You can ignore it before
an election. But you can’t ignore
it for the next five or seven years
because it would be too late.”

While Republican governor and
presidential hopeful Chris Christie
has been successful in bipartisan
reforms, such as a 2 percent cap
on property taxes, Mr. Branmick
speculated that the Democrats
“are done giving him any more
wins.”

He said Bridgegate also hurt
the governor’s momentum and
“gave the Democrats a reason
not to cooperate anymore on the
reform agenda.”

Mr. Bramnick said he is not
opposed to raising the gas tax,
but “my friends across the aisle
always start with raising a tax.
They never start with talking
about where we can find some
money, or where we can lower
taxes.”

For example,  he said consoli-
dation and/or elimination of ser-
vices in certain areas at the
county level could lower taxes.
He points out that in Westfield,
only a small portion of residents’
taxes goes to the town; most
goes to the Board of Education
and the county.

“The local towns can take over
those services,” he said

With several municipalities
fighting builder’s remedy law-
suits, Mr. Bramnick said the leg-
islature should take control of
housing policy rather than leav-
ing it up to the New Jersey Su-
preme Court. The court first
mandated affordable housing in

its Mount Laurel decisions over
30 years ago. He acknowledged
it will reqire a constitutional
amendement to get the courts
out of the issue.

“Ten years ago the economy
was a little different,” he said.
“Ten years ago, there was an
incredible demand for develop-
ment. Now there’s not such a
great demand because of the
general economy. So we have to
be very sensitive with respect to
forcing development into any
specific community.

“We should be doing that – not
the Supreme Court.

“What is a reasonable housing
policy that has adequate housing
for middle-income people, and
where do we put it?”

Mr. Bramnick said more com-
petitive districting could address
not only this issue but many
others in the state.

“When you have districts that
are so Republican or so Demo-
crat, the representative then
plays to the wings of the party,
and it’s no longer any reason to
compromise.

“There are districts in this
county that have very different
opinions than other districts,” he
said. “And to have all seats be at-
large, elected by the entire
county, I don’t think is really
representative of the district.”

Cranford Flood Mitigation
On Riverside Moves Ahead

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The plan to re-
duce flooding on Riverside Drive
moved forward Tuesday with the
township committee’s awarding
of a $21,700 engineering con-
tract that will tie the storm drains
on the road with a pump station.

Phase 2B of the Northeast Quad-
rant Stormwater Management
Project and Flood Control Pro-
gram is expected to go out for
construction bids in late winter
or early spring and start con-
struction in the spring or sum-
mer.

Hatch Mott MacDonald (HMM)
won the engineering contract that
hopefully will reduce the fre-
quency of flooding in the area.

It is the penultimate stage in
the five-phase flood control plan
the township has been working
toward funding.

The final phase provides for
additional interior drainage im-
provements along the west side
of the Rahway River. The up-
grades are to include a storm
water pumping station, express
sewer system and collector storm
sewer system, according to the
HMM website.

HMM will perform a field sur-
vey, revise and update the plans
and specifications and prepare
and submit permit environmen-
tal permit applications and certi-
fications as part of its contract
for Phase 2B. Once complete, a
request for construction bids will
be issued.

The de-silting project to deepen
the Rahway River could cost more
than the $200,000 allocated in
the 2013 capital budget, town-
ship engineer Carl O’Brien said at
workshop after Commissioner
Tom Hannen again asked when it
was going to be scheduled.

Chief Financial Officer Lavona
Patterson said there is an addi-

tional $80,000-$100,000 in the
budget for the project.

During Monday’s workshop ses-
sion, the committee voted 4-1,
with Mr. Hannen against, to hire
a part-time health department
employee to work in the munici-
pal building.

Township Administrator
Terence Wall said the depart-
ment is sometimes closed during
office hours due to staff being
out in the field and “inspections
are shorter than we want.”

Currently, the office has one
full-time and one part-time em-
ployee. The township also con-
tracts with the Westfield Regional
Board of Health for some ser-
vices and hires a part-time reg-
istered environmental health spe-
cialist, a position previously paid
by the Westfield board.

The part-time hire will be tem-
porary until the committee can
review the contract it has with
Westfield that ends in Decem-
ber.

A new sidewalk is to be in-
stalled on Brookside Place across
from Brookside Place School be-
tween Brown Terrace and Spruce
Street. It will include a handi-
capped ramp after a group of
parents asked for the improve-
ment. The committee approved
the expense 5-to-0 Monday.

The current crosswalk at Brown
Terrace will be eliminated in fa-
vor of a crosswalk closer to the
school at Spruce Street. There
are encroachment concerns on
the corner property there, Mr.
O’Brien said.

In other developments, Mr.
Hannen announced Monday that
Union County had awarded
Cranford a $55,000 matching
grant from Kids Recreational
Trust Grant for improvements to
Memorial Field and other recre-
ational areas.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Eastman Plaza is to have six
lights installed “after eight years
dark,” Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola said Monday. The pa-
vilion to commemorate Old Peppy,
the 250-year-old Pepperidge tree
in Lincoln Park that was cut down
because of safety concerns in
April, is to be installed in about
two weeks, he said.

An ordinance was passed to
amend the code pertaining to
fire department rules and regu-
lations, updating roles and re-
sponsibilities. It was “a much
needed step”, Commissioner
Mary O’Connor said, noting it
was last revised in 1976.

The sole bid received for a flood
mitigation and home elevation
project at 2 Venetia Avenue was
rejected after it came in at
$293,200. The town had bud-
geted $225,000 budget, and it
will be re-bid. A FEMA grant would
cover 75 percent of the cost, with
the homeowner responsible for
the other 25 percent.

The Thirsty Turtle, a restaurant
replacing The Office on the south-
west corner of South Avenue East
and South Union Avenue, is plan-
ning to open in January after the
township committee authorized
by a 4-1 vote to transfer the
liquor license.

The resolution was on the pre-
vious meeting agenda, but was
later removed from the agenda.
Mr. Hannen voted against the

resolution.
Michael Petrucci, a Republican

who is challenging Mr. Hannen
for his seat on the committee in
Tuesday’s election, asked the
committee for clarification on the
effect the ongoing North Avenue
Pedestrian Plaza Improvement
Project at the train station and
the PSE&G substation upgrade
will have on parking.

There will be a loss of 26 spaces
in the lot adjacent to the
Cervantes restaurant, Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola re-
sponded.

And the substation lot has 38
spots, but the design is still in the
planning board phase, Mr.
D’Ambola said.

In the interim, the committee
has leased parking at the MDTV
building by Marino’s Seafood and
earlier this year converted me-
tered parking to long-term park-
ing on South Avenue in front of
the strip mall, Commissioners
O’Connor and D’Ambola noted.

“It would net five lost spaces,”
Ms. O’Connor said.

Commissioner Hannen dis-
agreed with this calculation, and
said the township committee’s
MDTV lease agreement is tem-
porary and the committee needs
to meet with a planner and dis-
cuss if it will buy out the parking
lot and if so, what its use would
be. He said the parking spots
there are “not guaranteed”.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil voted Tuesday to award a 14-
month recycling collection con-
tract to Waste Management, re-
signing with the Houston-based
giant seven months after it aban-
doned the company amid a
heated debate between council
members.

With Mike Martin absent, the
council voted unanimously to
award the $80,850 contract to
Waste Management over Re-
gional Industries of Elizabeth,
which bid $84,300. The contract
will begin in November.

Regional had been collecting
the recyclables since July, when
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma conducted an emer-
gency search after the contracted
firm, Equipment Rental of Staten
Island, N.Y., called a day before
its first scheduled pickup to say it
would be unable to meet its com-
mitment.

The issue was a flash point on
council in the spring, particularly
with Councilman Jim Mathieu,
who cast the lone no vote against
Equipment Rental in March. That
is when the council, eager to
synchronize its collection con-
tract on a calendar year, chose
not to renew with Waste Man-
agement and instead picked
Equipment Rental, which had a
familial relationship with the
borough’s former recycling col-
lector, Great Northern.

Mr. Mathieu, citing the connec-
tion with Great Northern, made
accusations of possible corrup-
tion in the process, and then
when Ms. Ariemma had to find
Regional in July, he added
charges of incompetence. Coun-
cilman Lou Petruzzelli responded
by suggesting Waste Manage-
ment may have intimidated
Equipment Rental into not fulfill-
ing its obligation.

At $80,850, the new contract

with Waste Management is about
21 percent higher per month than
it bid in March ($28,578) to finish
2015.

“This is the best damage con-
trol we can do, locking in at
double the price for the next 14
months, rather than risking an-
other service failure, like we had
on July 9,” Mr. Mathieu said after
the meeting Tuesday.

The new contract comes with a
slight change in the pickup sched-
ule. Ms. Ariemma noted that
starting in January, Waste Man-
agement will make collection runs
in Garwood every Wednesday,
alternating between each half of
the borough.

It was up to the council to
determine how to divide the mu-
nicipality, but Ms. Ariemma sug-
gested between the north and
south sides of the borough, with
South Avenue being the demar-
cation line.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco,
whose streets and roads com-
mittee suggested the 14-month
contract, said the panel’s
thoughts were to use the next
year to investigate bringing the
recycling collection and disposal
in-house.

In other actions, the council
adopted an amendment to the
land use ordinance that better
defined the responsibilities of the
borough engineer and the plan-
ning board engineer.

Council President Bill Nierstedt
explained that under the amend-
ment, the planning board engi-
neer would be responsible for
any inspection of drainage on a
construction site while the bor-
ough engineer would be respon-
sible for anything once it enters
the public right of way.

He said the purpose of the
change was to prevent duplica-
tion of work and reduce the cost
to the property owner, who pays
for the inspections out of the
project’s escrow account.

The council also finally adopted
unanimously the much-discussed
dumpster ordinance, requiring a
14-day permit and a $25 fee if
the dumpster is left on the street.
The permit can be renewed three
times for a total of 56 days and
must be removed in the event of
a “snow emergency.”

Additionally, the council aban-
doned its planned sidewalk re-
pair project for the fall because
of cost. Two requests for bids
were issued but resulted in only
one offer, and that at $92,075.
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello
said the contractors he spoke
with were too busy to do the
work and suggested it be de-
layed until at least spring.

Bids for sewer work also came
in above estimates, but Mr.
Guarriello suggested that the
council appropriate an additional
$8,000 to $10,000, to approxi-
mately $45,000, and go ahead
with that work.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
told the council that the borough’s
affordable-housing plan was
moving through New Jersey Su-
perior Court and he expected it
to be approved by year’s end.

“Everything seems to be going
very well so far,” he said, adding
that the plan, which includes re-
development at the Casale/Petro
properties on South Avenue and
the Garwood Paperboard plant
on North Avenue, would “satisfy
our affordable-housing compo-

nent of our obligation.”
Councilwoman Carol Kearney

reported that the police depart-
ment was operating with short
staff following on-the-job inju-
ries to Officers Jeff Kleinsorgen
and Dylan Cosgrove. Officer
Kleinsorgen was injured when he
fell pursuing a suspect along the
railroad tracks on August 27,

while Officer Cosgrove broke his
hand subduing an individual high
on PCP or “angel dust” at the
Crunch fitness gym on South
Avenue last Thursday.

The council also introduced an
ordinance that, if adopted, would
repeal the alternate side of the
street parking requirement on
the 100 block of Third Avenue.

GW Approves Return of Recycling to Waste Management

CF Flood Mitigation on Riverside
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Cranford Republicans Petrucci, Bilger
Want To “Keep Progress Moving”

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Road repair and
controlling taxes are at the top of
residents’ concerns, Republican
candidates for township commit-
tee Barbara Bilger and Michael
Petrucci told The Westfield Leader
Saturday.

“Hopefully we are moving in
the right direction right now. We
have so many great improve-
ments in town…along with
Michael, I feel the two of us
together we could continue this
progress,” said Ms. Bilger, direc-
tor and treasurer of the chamber
of commerce.

Ms Bilger was selected in Sep-
tember to fill the seat of Lisa
Adubato, who resigned to become
a Superior Court Judge, and is
now running to fulfill the unex-
pired two years left on the term.

Ms. Bilger said taxes in the
township in the last two years
“combined have been less than
the previous years”. In her talks
with senior citizens, Ms. Bilger
said they were concerned about
taxes, and she would be “an ad-
vocate for our senior citizens”.

“It is important to keep that
progress moving…and important
that Cranford keeps its character
while providing the essential ser-
vices we require in this day and
age…,”said Mr. Petrucci, who is a
planning board member.

Mr. Petrucci is challenging in-
cumbent Democrat Tom Hannen
for a full-three year term while
Ms. Bilger faces Democrat Patrick
Gilbin for Ms. Adubato’s seat.

Messrs. Hannen and Gilbin sat
down with The Leader earlier for
an interview.

In response to future down-
town development, “There are
some concerns about the vacan-
cies there…[The committee needs
to] work closely to make sure our
redevelopment plans and desig-

nations are appropriate for
Cranford, and we give the power
to various boards to get improve-
ments done…,” Mr. Petrucci said.

When asked why they see the
approximately $750,000 expen-
diture for improvements to the
North Avenue side of train sta-
tion as the right decision after
the bids came in above budget,
“We have to act like a designated
transit village…it is also in the
name of safety…North Avenue
has become more congested…we
need to have a safe area for
these busses to come in for pas-
sengers to embark and disem-
bark…,” Mr. Petrucci responded.

The state department of trans-
portation chipped in $500,000 in
the way of a transit village grant
in 2011, which is on top of the
money the township borrowed.

The safety aspect of the fenc-
ing to direct pedestrian traffic to
the crosswalks and to deter pe-

destrians from crossing in the
middle of North Avenue was one
reason Ms. Bilger cited.

In response to the lost parking
spots that will result from the im-
provements there, Mr. Petrucci
noted the township was “proac-
tive” in leasing additional parking,
available now at the MDTV building
next to Marino’s Seafood. In re-
gard to adding permit parking since
there is a wait list, he said there
needs to be discussions on how to
better utilize the parking deck at
Cranford Crossing and to revitalize
the lot that is in disrepair on the
north side of the train station.

Partnering with other munici-
palities, Union County and state
and federal government were at
the forefront of getting flood con-
trol projects in Cranford moving
forward, both candidates said.

When asked why they feel the
township’s decision over a year

  By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Rancor over the
athletic field complex – nearly
one year after it opened – spilled
into the Garwood borough coun-
cil candidates debate last Thurs-
day, with Democrat incumbent
Carol Kearney and Republican
challenger Ileen Cuccaro trading
accusations face-to-face.

In a largely civil exchange be-
fore a standing-room-only crowd
at the fieldhouse of The Pointe
condominium complex, the most
contentious moment came dur-
ing a discussion of taxes.

Ms. Cuccaro derided the
Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex in the southeast corner
of town as a “$3 million vanity
project,” saying the residents
didn’t want “Giants Stadium in
Garwood.” To rein in taxes, she
said, council had to stop spend-
ing.

She then added that the com-
plex didn’t “belong to Garwood”
because grant money received
from Union County restricted its

use.
Despite a format that gave each

of the four candidates two min-
utes to answer questions in rota-
tion from Pointe moderator Bill
Connolly, Ms. Kearney, seated
immediately to Ms. Cuccaro’s left,
turned to her opponent and chal-
lenged her assertion that the
town didn’t own the complex.

“May I ask, who owns the com-
plex?” Ms. Kearney said.

“Well, it’s funded by Green
Acres, so do you really think
Garwood has control?” Ms.
Cuccaro responded.

“I don’t know what strings are
attached,” Ms. Kearney said.

“Garwood doesn’t own that
complex,” Ms. Cuccaro coun-
tered.

“We’re not supposed to be go-
ing back and forth,” Ms. Kearney
said.

“Then why did you say it to
me?” Ms. Cuccaro shot back to
laughter from the audience.

A second uneasy moment came
during Council President Bill

It’s Not About What Party;
It’s About What Garwood Wants

I recently attended the “packed
clubhouse” at the Pointe condo-
miniums on North Avenue in
Garwood this past Thursday to
hear the debate which included
Democrats Bill Nierstedt, Carol
Kearney and Republicans Ileen
Cuccaro and Joe Sarno.

I have to say that it was VERY
clear to me that Ileen and Joe’s
platform is all about what’s right
for the people of Garwood and
not a dictatorship which seems
to be what council has been in
the past, i.e., decisions made
behind closed doors without in-
put from the residents, etc. etc.
Both Ileen and Joe in their open-
ing statements said more than
once that they are standing up
for the residents. I would ask the
town of Garwood to put your

party aside and think about the
transparency, honesty and in-
tegrity that Ileen Cuccaro and
Joe Sarno will bring to this town
....a town that has lost its trust in
council.

My vote will be for the team
(Ileen Cuccaro and Joe Sarno)
who WANT to work for their town
residents and have verbally said
they want to be our advocate for
“change” .I would not vote for
someone who says openly in front
of residents attending the de-
bate, that he doesn’t want to
attend council meetings any-
more, whatever his reasoning.
Perhaps that’s an indication to
step down.

Kathleen (Kat) Patterson
Garwood

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Taxes, Spending Sparks
Garwood Candidates Debate

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMILING IN THE END...Garwood council candidates Republicans Joe Sarno
and Ileen Cuccaro, left, pose with Democrats Carol Kearney and Bill Nierstedt,
right, after Thursday’s debate at The Pointe.
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My name is Don Mutz. I am a
proud husband and father of
three. I have lived in Garwood
since 2006 and my family and I
very much enjoy this town.

As you know, are nestled be-
tween two other busy, presti-
gious towns, Westfield and
Cranford. My family and I enjoy
having the choice of visiting these
and other towns and being able
to come home to Garwood. Our
town is small enough to comfort-
ably walk throughout the town.

We have a nice center of town
with a variety of wonderful shops
and stores to patronize. We ben-
efit from lower taxes (relative to
surrounding towns) and we are
the talk of residents from other
towns with regard to the value of
town services that our DPW pro-
vides.

Residents from surrounding
towns are selling their properties
and investing in Garwood for the
value Garwood has.

I am neither Republican nor
Democrat. I believe in values
such as respecting one another,
being flexible on issues, efficiency
and transparency to name a few.
I have not been motivated to be
involved with the politics of this
town until now.

I felt deceived when bulk waste
was taken away, when the sports
complex was built and when the
DPW was drastically changed in
the face of overwhelming oppo-
sition of the issue to eliminate
the key position of superinten-
dent of the DPW. I felt surprised
by all of these issues. My family
and I, along with many resi-
dents, feel lied to and deceived.

In any relationship, communi-
cation is paramount to success. I
have attended about five town
meetings since 2006 and attend-
ing a town meeting is not a wel-
coming experience.

You feel pushed and shoved
around, like a stranger, like you
don’t matter, some council mem-
bers roll their eyes when a ques-

tion is asked of them or an issue
discussed or asked to be clarified.

This is not in line with the val-
ues that we were all taught and
teach to our children in school, at
home, at work, etc. I am tired of
“the way it is” with the same old
story and same people in influ-
ential positions... My Fellow Resi-
dents, We Need New Blood and
Fresh Ideas that are not influ-
enced from behind the scenes!

We feel the public needs to be
better informed and encouraged
to be more involved in OUR town.
When 110 residents, of all ages,
show up at town hall opposing an
issue with an additional 400-plus
signatures of residents support-
ing their view, a decision should
not be yet made. When is enough
enough?! This was the final straw
for me.

If this type of lack of communi-
cation and lack of respect hap-
pened in your personal or busi-
ness relationships, how would
you feel?

WE are supposed to ALL work
together, Republicans, Demo-
crats, people of all races, people
from all lands that reside in OUR
town, everyone is important and
everyone matters.

If the council had decided to go
to vote with the DPW issue or
sports complex issue and gave
all residents the opportunity to
make their opinions heard and
take an accounting of where the
majority is, I would be more

comfortable with the decision as
it would be the majority of the
people’s decision.

This is what we need. No more
IOU’s from political cronies, per-
sonal agendas or unknown moti-
vations, we need honest Garwood
people to be ambassadors for
issues and opportunities facing
Garwood.

I believe Joe Sarno, Ileen
Cuccaro and the continued ef-
forts of councilman Jim Mathieu
will further expose the true col-
ors of Garwood and give resi-
dents the consideration, respect
and communication that we all
deserve.

Vote Republican this election
for a better relationship with our
town.

Thank you to all those people
who speak their mind on both
sides of the fence.

To all those that feel defeated
by the same old politics, come
out and give it a try again. Change
is on the horizon.

Don Mutz
Garwood

Fresh Ideas Are Needed In Garwood
Nierstedt’s response. The first-
term Democrat said the police
department was the single big-
gest expense the borough had,
adding “I didn’t know the Repub-
lican Party advocated laying off
the police.”

That prompted several out-
bursts from the audience. “That’s
not what she said,” one woman
called out referring to Ms.
Cuccaro.

“Don’t be ridiculous, dude,” a
man added. “Stop the nonsense”
cried out another.

Mr. Connolly interceded briefly
before Mr. Nierstedt continued.

“Taxes pay for...services,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. “Anyone who sits
up here and says they’re not
going to raise your taxes, they’re
basically lying to you.”

That drew a response from Re-
publican challenger Joe Sarno, an
Ocean County native who offered
to forego all but $1 of his compen-
sation for council if elected.

“When people say taxes won’t
go down, well, my parents are
still down in Lacey Township in
Ocean County. My father’s prop-
erty taxes went down 10 percent.
Don’t tell me it’s impossible,” Mr.

Sarno said. “And I know that’s in
Ocean County. I know we’re in a
different world. But please don’t
tell me it’s impossible.”

The debate went off script at one
other point, when Mr. Sarno was
touting his accounting experience,
which he said would be an asset on
council. Ms. Kearney interrupted
him to ask if his experience was in
municipal accounting, to which Mr.
Sarno responded no.

“What difference does it make?”
a woman from the audience
shouted at Ms. Kearney, who did
not respond.

The candidates also fielded, in
turn, questions about rancor on
council, the usefulness of party
labels in local government, future
real estate development in the
borough, the use of eminent do-
main and each candidate’s first
priority on taking office. The ques-
tions were all posed by Mr.
Connolly, who said they were culled
from submissions by residents.

Mr. Nierstedt, without identify-
ing by name fellow Councilman
Jim Mathieu – who was in atten-
dance, blamed the rancor
squarely on the Republican, say-
ing there were “five civil people
(on council) and one antagonist.”

Ms. Cuccaro followed by saying
she wouldn’t single out any indi-
vidual, but instead attributed the
discord to “certain people..not
listening to the residents of
Garwood,” she said.

“So you get the animosity,
people’s dander gets up, people
get excited and they feel like they
don’t have any other recourse.”

The question regarding party la-
bels was largely aimed at Ms.
Kearney, who after two unsuc-
cessful bids for council as a Repub-
lican, switched her affiliation to
Democrat, replacing Ann Tarantino
who resigned her seat in Septem-
ber on both council and on the
Tuesday, November 3 ballot.

“I didn’t leave the Republican
Party, the Garwood Republican
Party left me,” she said.

Taxes, Spending Sparks GW Cand.

ago to replace its in-house engi-
neering department with Maser
consulting is the right decision,
Mr. Petrucci said, “The township
has taken an aggressive active
approach to fix the infrastruc-
ture of our town… And we need
somebody with the experience
like Maser…we are getting a lot
of projects done, eight-and-half-
miles of road work versus half of
a mile before.” Both said Maser is
available to the township at any
time.

Ms. Bilger said Maser is “getting,
it seems to me, twice the work
done in the same amount of time”
than the in-house engineer.

“At end of day…the return on
investment is greater in the past
two years than it was before,”
said Mr. Petrucci, who is a bank-
ing professional and said this
experience would be an asset to
the committee.

“Cranford is a beautiful town,”
Mr. Petrucci said. “There is a lot
of progress in the last couple of
years…and I think with Barbara
and I on the committee working
with our fellow committee mem-
bers you are going to see this
progress continue.”

See the full interview on video
at www.goleader.com/services/
video.

CF Republicans Want Progress
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Republican
Garwood council candidates Ileen
Cuccaro and Joe Sarno said they
are surprised that politics can
get so personal in the town of
4,200, where residents have writ-
ten letters to the editor attacking
their character, snipe during town
meetings and make anonymous
accusations on social media.

But in Garwood, which has seen
anger over a $3.2-million ath-
letic field complex, the firing of
Department of Public Works Su-
perintendent Fred Corbitt, the
approval to build nine town
homes on Fourth Avenue and
rising property taxes, Mr. Sarno
said many recent issues have
struck a raw nerve.

“I am not used to this type of  —
I don’t even know what kind of
word to use. It’s really just mean
and rotten,” said Ms. Cuccaro in
an interview on October 19 with
The Westfield Leader. “You know
politics they say is dirty, what-
ever. But I guess I never consid-
ered myself as a politician, so I
thought I was above that.”

The current council is made up
of four Democrats and two Re-
publicans, who clash frequently,
and is controlled by a Demo-
cratic mayor.

Carol Kearney, who has twice
run and lost as a Republican
candidate and replaced Ann
Tarantino as a Democrat on the
council, is running with incum-
bent Bill Nierstedt on the Demo-
cratic ticket. The Leader has
reached out to both Mr. Nierstedt
and Ms. Kearney. The election is
Tuesday, November 3.

Ms. Kearney and Garwood
Democratic Chairman Hugh
Sinclair have more than once
criticized Garwood Republican
Chairman and Councilman Jim
Mathieu in letters to the editor

for Mr. Mathieu’s statements and
demeanor at borough council
meetings and likewise associ-
ated him with Ms. Cuccaro and
Mr. Sarno.

“I don’t pay it any mind,” said
Ms. Cuccaro, a real estate agent.
“I am not Jim. I am me. I am
nobody else, and I have my own
way of thinking and what I be-
lieve in, so they can keep throw-
ing Jim at us — obviously, Jim is
the GOP chair and so we had to
get the line from him, we couldn’t
go through him. So, for them to
compare myself or Joe to Jim, it’s
ridiculous. It doesn’t make
sense.”

Since promoting a successful
primary challenge to former Re-
publican Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
last year, Mr. Mathieu has been
accused of dividing the Republi-
can Party. When he ran as an
incumbent in 2013, the party did
not endorse him.

Mr. Mathieu also is at odds with
fellow Republican councilman
Mike Martin and is often on the
losing end of a 5-to-1 vote.

Ms. Cuccaro and Mr. Sarno said
much of the rancor is over resi-
dents feeling ignored, pointing
to the council’s decision to fire
Mr. Corbitt as a prime example.
Despite overwhelming opposition
from both Democrats and Re-
publicans, the council voted in
July to terminate Mr. Corbitt and
replace him with his Fanwood
counterpart in a shared-services
agreement with the town.

Mr. Sarno said council’s ap-
proval of the firing tarnished
Garwood’s small town image,
with at least one council member
comparing the borough to a cor-
poration — a layoff to save
money.

“Garwood is not a corporation,”
he said. “Garwood is a small
business with real people and

Bitterness of GW Campaign
Surprises Repub. Aspirants

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Infrastructure,
flood control, spending, taxes,
downtown development and the
switch to a part-time consulting
engineer all were discussed by
Cranford Democratic township
committee candidates Tom
Hannen, Jr. and Patrick Giblin dur-
ing an October 14 interview at The
Westfield Leader.

“We have allowed our infrastruc-
ture to deteriorate. There is a lot of
catch up that has to be done,” said
Mr. Hannen, an incumbent seek-
ing his second term on commit-
tee.

In 2014, the township allotted
$4 million from a bond ordinance
for road resurfacing.

“People are questioning when
are mine due,” said Mr. Giblin,
who is seeking to the fill the final
two years of Lisa Abudato’s term,
which Republican Barbara Bilger
was selected as an interim re-
placement. She is running against
Mr. Giblin in the election Tuesday,
November 3.

Mr. Hannen is defending his seat
against Republican challenger
Michael Petrucci. Ms. Bilger and
Mr. Petrucci also sat down for an
interview with The Leader.

Mr. Gilbin said his financial plan-
ning background would be useful
in finding “ways to come up with
revenue to pay for those (infra-
structure) projects.”

His financial planning experience
would also be new to the commit-
tee should he be elected, Mr.
Hannen noted, and said it would
be useful to forge a longer term
capital strategy, rather than the
current year-to-year plan.

Besides road work, the candi-
dates also staked out their posi-
tion on the township’s decision to
replace its in-house engineering
department with Maser Consult-
ing.

Mr. Giblin said residents have
been telling him that builders have
voiced their “frustration” with the
slow response in the engineering
review and permitting process for
home improvement or building
projects.

“I’d want to look into why that
takes so long…,” Mr. Giblin said.

Mr. Hannen said the part-time
consultant is more expensive than
the former in-house department.

“The taxpayers of Cranford are
paying for those engineering fees
not only in the current fiscal year,
but over the next 10-15 years
depending on the length of the
bond…not only are we paying
more, but we are paying interest
on those.”

Lack of oversight on construc-
tion jobs, Mr. Hannen said, is also
an issue.

Both agreed that the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ Rahway River
flood control project is important
and would continue to seek fed-
eral funding. In terms of where to
best focus on flood control locally,
Mr. Hannen said, “Two years ago
we put in the capital budget for
$200,000 for de-silting and it hasn’t
been spent yet.”

He would like to see the sedi-
ment removed.

When asked how to reduce the
impact of tax increases on the
residents, Mr. Hannen specified
allocating parking revenue for road
resurfacing and dismissed the idea
suggested at a committee work-
shop of charging an engineer re-
view fee of $250 or $500 for build-
ing department permits.

“It is being good stewards of the
taxpayer dollar…to accomplish
capital improvements, infrastruc-
ture, flood control and to use those
tax dollars wisely,” Mr. Giblin said.

The NJ Transit pedestrian im-
provement project cost the town-
ship some three-quarters-of-a-
million dollars that Mr. Hannen

thought would have been better
spent on infrastructure improve-
ments such as road resurfacing,
sidewalk repairs or flood control.

Both felt the loss of parking
spaces will harm the local busi-
nesses and commuters. “They
have gotten nothing in return,”
Mr. Giblin said.

Also, half of the west side plat-
form is shut down. “If I were a
commissioner, I would be making
phone calls and knocking on doors
to get that going,” Mr. Giblin said.

When asked how they would like
to see downtown development,
Mr. Giblin said business owners are
saying that in regards to the mas-
ter plan “there are many excep-
tions made to that and they are not
happy about it. It is something that
needs to be focused on.”

Mixed-use buildings that are at-
tractive to commuters and en-
hance the restaurants and stores
would be the direction Mr. Hannen
said he would like to see. He said
the master plan could be reviewed
to make it more attractive to in-
vestors.

“We are hard-working guys. We
are can-do people. We are out
there trying to stir up interest in
our community as a great place to
live and raise a family,” Mr. Hannen
concluded.

The full interview can be seen
online at www.goleader.com/ser-
vices/video.

Cranford Dems, Hannen, Giblin
Discuss Infrastructure, Flood Control

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Rajoppi Seeking Fifth Term
As Clerk of Union County

By Megan K. Scott
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - With no major
office up for election - national or
state, County Clerk and candi-
date Joanne Rajoppi is predict-
ing a low turnout for Tuesday’s
election.

“It’s not what is considered a
high visibility race, as is the presi-
dential or gubernatorial,” she said
in an interview with The Westfield
Leader and Scotch Plans-
Fanwood Times. “So we want to
make sure people exercise their
franchise and vote.”

Ms. Rajoppi, a Democrat and
Springfield native, is seeking her
fifth term as Union County Clerk,
an administrative office respon-
sible for elections, passports and
land transactions, among other
duties. She is running against
Republican Joseph Aubourg, an
adjunct professor at both
Middlesex County College and
Monmouth University, where he
teaches communications and
critical discourse.

The election is Tuesday, No-

vember 3. County clerks serve
five-year terms. The Leader and
Times has reached out to Mr.
Aubourg’s campaign.

Ms. Rajoppi , who has a satellite
office in Westfield, said one of the
main functions of the clerk is to
record land transactions such as
the transfer of property from one
party to another, whether com-
mercial or residential. The law
mandates that documents related
to the property exchange - deed,
mortgage, second mortgage and
so forth - go through the clerk’s
office and be recorded.

“The interesting thing about this
is that you don’t think of county
government making money,” she
said. “But by the recording of
these documents and the realty
transfer tax, we generate a nice
income.”

She estimates that this year
the county will generate $39 mil-
lion from the recording of the
documents and the realty trans-
fer tax. The county will keep
about $9 million, which goes into

Democratic Freeholders Trumpet
Shared Services in Re-election Bid

By Megan K. Scott
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - Incumbent Demo-
cratic Freeholder candidates
touted their shared services ini-
tiatives as a selling point for re-
election, particularly Union
County dispatch, which several
towns use to save on a part of
their emergency services costs.

Scotch Plains, where Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella is the town-
ship manager, is in the process
of transitioning all of its emer-
gency services, including police,
to the dispatch center in
Westfield. He said 11 different
municipalities take advantage of
some or all of the initial emer-
gency response.

“In other counties, there’s a
huge movement toward regional
dispatch,” said Mr. Mirabella in
an interview with The Westfield
Leader. “You don’t need to have
somebody these days sitting in a
town to answer the phone, to
dispatch services. You can defi-
nitely do that as safely as you did
before and in a much cheaper
fashion.”

Mr. Mirabella and his running
mates, Bruce Bergen and
Mohamed Jalloh, are running
against Republicans Rene
Dierkes, Rich Fortunato and Jo-
seph Bonilla for seats on the all
Democratic nine-member Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders. The election is Tuesday,
November 3.

“The county is in a unique posi-
tion to be able to help achieve
savings for municipalities by uti-
lizing shared services and the
concept of economies of scale,”
said Mr. Jalloh, the current chair-
man of the board. “That’s what
the county can do, and dispatch
is just one clear example.”

Mr. Bergen, the vice-chair, said
that shared services between
municipalities is a good idea, such
as Garwood and Fanwood who
share a superintendent for pub-
lic works.

“But ultimately the county of-
fering a service for all the mu-
nicipalities is going to save more
money for the municipalities, re-
gardless of what the service is,”
he said. Mr. Mirabella added that
the county has created a task
force to visit municipalities to
talk about the advantages of

shared services and what the
county offers.

In response to their challeng-
ers’ contention that taxes are too
high, Mr. Mirabella called it “non-
sense.” He said that his oppo-
nents have not laid out a plan on
how they would lower taxes. He
points out that the county sold
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights to Wayne-based
Center Management. The hospi-
tal lost millions of dollars each
year.

real genuine heart.”
He said many residents are sup-

porting Ms. Cuccaro, a former
planning board member, who is
suing the board over its decision
to permit a developer to build
nine town homes on Fourth Av-
enue at the north end of Walnut
Street.

The suit challenges the board’s
decision in May 2014, to allow
Sandro Villaraut to build on the
property, locally known as “Hidi’s”
because of the catering business
that operated out of the single-
family home for years.

Planning Board member Bruce
Paterson, The Leader Publisher
Horace Corbin and his brother,
Assistant Publisher David Corbin,
also are plaintiffs.

“We can look ourselves in the
mirror every day that we did the
right thing for the right reasons,”
Ms. Cuccaro said. “(I’m) just try-
ing to protect the integrity of the
neighborhood. Because it doesn’t
belong there.”

Ms. Cuccaro said she is not
opposed to development, but she
is concerned that the borough
will develop high-density hous-
ing that taxes the borough’s re-

sources, particularly on the
largely abandoned Petro/Casale
properties and the Garwood Pa-
perboard plant.

She and Mr. Sarno are both
upset about the inclusion of emi-
nent domain provisions in reso-
lutions authorizing the board to
move forward with redevelop-
ment plans.

“What frightens me the most is
how certain people have a plan
already,” Mr. Sarno said. “This
should not be something, ‘I al-
ready know what goes there. I
already have the idea.’”

Many decisions seem to be
made behind closed doors, Ms.
Cuccaro said.

“The people are really upset
that they are not included in
anything that’s done, and they
think that everybody thinks they
know better than they do — like
they’re smarter than everybody
else, and we know what’s best
and this is what we want,” Ms.
Cuccaro said.

“It all boils down to the tax-
payer, looking at them like they
actually have a say instead of
just a pocketbook,” Ms. Cuccaro
said.

GW Bitterness Surprises Repubs.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SCARECROW STROLL…A stroll through downtown Cranford last Saturday
shows some innovative scarecrow creations that were crafted for the Eighth
Annual Scarecrow Stroll, which runs through November 1.
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the general fund to offset prop-
erty taxes. The rest will go to the
state.

The revenue is “totally tied to
the economics of the housing
market” and is a good indicator
of how the county is doing, she
said. “In 2008, we had a steep
decline in revenues, and it con-
tinued for several years. This is
the first year since 2008 that
we’re well over the 2008 figures.

“I do expect it to continue to
some extent. We’re not going to
have the inflation bubble that we
had earlier. But realtors tell me
the housing market is very good.
In fact, there are more buyers
than there are inventory.”

In terms of elections, the clerk’s
office designs the ballots, tallies
the results and is responsible for
recounts while the Board of Elec-
tions provides the poll workers
and the machines, she said.

The ballot this year has a bar

Mr. Bergen added that the
county is continuing to offer the
same services without “drastic
increases of taxes.” He said the
state is cutting aid to the county
and municipalities, which has to
be made up with local property
taxes.

Echoing the sentiment he made
at the freeholders debate, Mr.
Jalloh said proportional repre-
sentation is a disenfranchisement
of the voters.

“It is saying in essence that the
voice in urban communities aren’t
as important and the represen-
tation of the majority should be
silenced in favor of certain dis-
tricts.”

Mr. Bergen added that the board
is not homogenous and that ev-
ery municipality can have a voice
at the table.

In terms of the controversial
creation of a football field/sta-
dium for Rahway High School in
Rahway River Park, Mr. Jalloh
reiterated the freeholders’ claim
that it is part of an ongoing im-
provement of the county’s park
system. Several residents have
spoken out against the plan,
which includes installing a foot-
ball field with synthetic turf, up-
grading the running track, in-
stalling lights and constructing
restrooms, in addition to 1,200-
seat aluminum bleachers.

“It is going to be on the existing
footprint of a track and field that
is already there,” he said. “And
this is just part of the beautifica-
tion of Union County and making
it more accessible to other
people.”

Mr. Mirabella agreed, adding
that the original designers of the
park called for “a rigorous
use...active recreation.”

“I do understand the opposi-
tion of people in that area, and I
respect them and their opinion,”

he said. “But sometimes you have
to make decisions that in your
opinion are for the greater good
of the whole county. I think that’s
the decision we’re making here.”

Mr. Bergen chimed in, saying
he believed the “drastic effects
that they’re predicting just aren’t
going to happen.”

While Mr. Bergen could not pro-
vide a timeline, he said plans are
moving forward with construct-
ing an ice skating rink at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark, saying that
ice time in the county is at a
premium.

Author to Give Talk Nov. 2
On Rahway Valley Railroad

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
sponsor an appearance by au-
thor Richard J. King on Monday,

November 2, at 7:30 p.m., in the
Cranford Community Center. The
Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Mr. King will talk about his re-
cently published two-volume
work, “Just a Short Line: The
Story of the Rahway Valley Rail-
road.” The two volumes span the
railroad’s history from 1897 to
2009.

Admission to the program is
free and all are welcome. The
Rahway Valley Railroad
(R.V.R.R.) was a short-line rail-
road that connected the Lehigh
Valley Railroad in Roselle Park
and the Central Railroad of New
Jersey in Cranford with the Dela-
ware, Lackawanna and Western
in Summit.

Operating in Union County over
a span of 95 years, from 1897 to
1992, in its prime it was one of
the most successful short-line
railroads in United States his-
tory, even turning a profit during
the Great Depression.

During its lifetime, the R.V.R.R.
was instrumental in the develop-
ment of Kenilworth, the site of its
headquarters, as well as Union
Township, Springfield and other
towns along its route.

Democratic Freeholders Trumpet

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SPOOKY...Cranford is getting spooked out for Halloween this Saturday. Diane
Maher's residence at 511 Springfield Avenue has been transformed into the
Sleepy Hollow Dead and Breakfast Inn. Davy Jones and his Flying Dutchman
have sailed onto 37 Herning Avenue to ferry lost souls of Cranford.

separating the general election,
marked in red, from the school
board election, marked in blue.

“There is historically a drop off
with people that vote the general
election ballot and do not vote
the school board ballot,” which
she said can be from 20 to 30
percent in most towns.

“We’re hoping those colors will
draw people’s eyes down,” she
said.

Union County has been some-
what a pioneer. It was the first
county in the state to implement
a property fraud alert system

and the first to create a free
election mobile app, with infor-
mation such as where to register
to vote, sample ballots, direc-
tions to polling places and candi-
date information.

“Here all the election informa-
tion you need in one place on
your iPhone or Android,” she said.
“Young people love it. Even older
people love it.”

To watch the entire interview,
visit The Leader and Times’
website: http://
www.goleader.com/services/
video/2015/.
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Rajoppi Seeking 5th Team as Union County Clerk

Free Rabies Clinic
Available Nov. 13

CRANFORD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department
has announced that a free ra-
bies clinic will be held on Fri-
day, November 13, at the
Cranford Fire House, located
at 7 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford.

Cats and dogs will be seen
from 4 to 6 p.m. All pets must
be accompanied by an adult
and restrained on a leash or in
a carrier. Residents whose dogs
or cats are due for vaccination
are urged to bring them for a
rabies immunization.

A state requirement that a
dog’s rabies vaccination be
valid through November of the
licensing year is now in effect.
All residents are urged to check
their pet’s immunization record
for this year and next year.
Revaccinations are good for
three years. First-time vacci-
nations are only good for one
year. If an animal has been
previously vaccinated, proof
of the prior immunization will
be required in order to receive
a three-year vaccination cer-
tificate at the rabies clinic.

For additional information,
call the Cranford Health De-
partment at (908) 709-7238.
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