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Education Is Key to Cleaning Our
Environment; Talk to Our Children

As everyone is aware, last week
we celebrated Earth Day. Started
in 1970, it has become a national
day to celebrate the earth and to
renew our commitments to pre-
serve and protect the only earth
we have. After years of partici-
pating in town-wide and beach
cleanups, tree plantings and the
like, I am beginning to question
our commitments to the cause.

I am not going to talk about
large national issues like fracking,
or oil drilling off New Jersey’s
coast, or proposed relaxation of
so many EPA and DEP environ-
mental standards, our failure to
regulate what goes into the foods

that we eat, or even solar/wind
vs. fossil fuel energy production.
I would like to talk about some-
thing closer to home. Litter.

As I have written many times
before, my wife Maria and I take
walks on Sunday mornings. We
always bring two reusable cloth
bags with us to pick up recyclables
(We don’t pick up trash!) We pick
up anywhere from three to five
bags worth every walk. We also
find out some interesting cul-
tural trends. Recently we have
learned that while Poland Spring
water bottles remain a top ‘throw
away’ littering our streets, it ap-
pears that we are now drinking
much more from ‘micro/airplane’
size bottles of vodka, wine and
bourbon. And chasing them with
24 oz. cans of beer. (Oh well,
that is talk for another day.) But
the amount of trash/recyclables
never diminishes. Despite our
understanding of everything be-
ing connected, that what we drop
out of our cars and into our streets
ends up in our drinking water,
our air (from incinerator burn-
ing) in animal’s stomachs (ducks,
birds, etc.), costs our communi-
ties more to remove, and simply
makes our communities look
ugly, we continue to litter.

I believe that education is the
key to cleaning our environment.
I urge us all to talk to our children
about the impacts of littering,
remind each other when we our-
selves or those with whom we
are, are about to throw some-
thing away and not in a proper
receptacle, to simply stop litter-
ing. It is a minor action that we
can all take to cleaning our envi-
ronment and making Earth Day
every day. Thank you.

Bill Nierstedt
Councilman, Garwood

Local Letters to the Editor

The Cranford Police Department
recently took possession of a
number of military surplus ve-
hicles and other equipment
geared towards enhancing the
agency’s flood and disaster re-
sponse capabilities. The items
were obtained through a federal
program that repurposes decom-
missioned military equipment for
use by municipal and state agen-
cies. All vehicles and equipment
were obtained at no cost to the
township, and with the approval
of the Cranford Township Com-
mittee.

Most visibly, the Cranford Po-
lice Department has deployed
three Humvees, a five-ton mo-
bile command post, and two five-
ton trucks. All are capable of
operating in flooded areas and
are anticipated to help with res-
cue, recovery and evacuation ef-
forts in future emergencies such
as the massive floods or power
outages that accompanied Hur-
ricane Irene, Hurricane Sandy,
Tropical Storm Floyd, and other
recent storms. In addition to co-
ordinating field activities and
personnel, the mobile command
post is able to assume the role of
the police communications cen-
ter in the event the municipal
building is damaged or inacces-
sible, as was the case during
Irene. It is fully equipped with
radios, telephones, and computer
equipment.

Each of the vehicles was painted
and outfitted at Eastern Surplus
and Equipment Company in Phila-
delphia. In addition to installing
safety features and keyed igni-
tion systems, the company in-
stalled engine snorkel kits allow-
ing the Humvees to operate in
over four feet of water. Police
lights and markings were also
installed.

Additional surplus equipment
includes three heavy duty gen-

erators, a bulldozer and a five-
ton dump truck. While the gen-
erators can keep vital services
operating in a disaster, the bull-
dozer and dump truck will help
avoid unnecessary expenses re-
lated to debris removal; in past
disasters, the Department of
Public Works needed to rent
similar equipment at significant
cost.

Police Chief James Wozniak be-
lieves that his personnel are now
better prepared for the next di-
saster. “The Cranford Police De-
partment has, unfortunately, de-
ployed to more than our fair
share of weather related emer-
gencies, rescues and evacua-
tions in the past decade,” he
stated. “Now, we have a more

Cranford Vehicles

complete toolbox, and we can
rely less on outside agencies
that have their own needs and
priorities.” He noted that on
multiple occasions, the Cranford
Police Department called on the
Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management, the National
Guard, and surrounding towns
to assist in weather-re0lated
events.

Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins
was also an avid supporter of the
surplus acquisition program. He
said, “I commend Chief Wozniak
and the Cranford Police Depart-
ment. By taking advantage of
this innovative program, they
have significantly increased our
public safety abilities at almost
no cost to the taxpayers.”

Surplus Vehicles To Enhance
Cranford Police Flood Response


