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the project was estimated at
$813,000. Then in April 2014,
after the bids were received for
the project, the low bid came in
at $1.17 million. The bid was
rejected because it was over bud-
get. New bids are to be received
this month.

“We have gotten very little
money for being a transit vil-
lage,” resident Rita LaBrutto said
in public comment. She also
asked about why improvements
to the train station itself have not
been done. The train station, she
said, has paint chipping, poor
lighting, and “smells terribly.” NJ
Transit cut the funding in half for
station improvements, Mr.
D’Ambola said, but the township
has been pushing legislators to
get the “status back to what it
should be.” He added that the
roof in the underpass is in disre-
pair.

During public comment, Donna
Herran of Carol Court said for the
last year-and-a-half she and her
neighbors have endured noise
and light pollution from Garden
State Parkway workers who have
set up a construction staging area
in a closed-down rest area that is
in the rear of their residential
properties. Ms. Herran said the
area is lit with generators
throughout the night. The resi-
dents of Carol Court are asking
the township committee for noise
meters to be put in their back-
yards to test the level of noise.

Ms. Herran said she has talked to
Garden State Parkway officials,
but they have “turned a deaf
ear.” The area also is littered
with construction materials and
causing standing water.

At the start of the meeting, the
mayor proclaimed May as Preec-
lampsia Awareness Month. A walk
for preeclampsia awareness will
be held at Oak Ridge Park on
Sunday, May 17, Mayor Kalnins
announced. His wife and twins
were almost lost to preeclamp-
sia, he said. Knowing the signs
and symptoms of the disorder
can help to save the life of a
mother or child, he said.

Police Chief James Wozniak,
joined by about 10 police offic-
ers, accepted a proclamation for
Police Week, which is May 10 to
16. Municipal Clerk Tara Rowley
received a proclamation for Mu-
nicipal Clerks’ Week.

Kean Dawson MacLelland, an
Eagle Scout, was given a procla-
mation for his Eagle Scout project
to renovate, clean and repair the
Cranford Health and Extended
Care Center, where he and many
helpers put in a patio, a flower
box, benches and tables for the

for the North Avenue Train Sta-
tion project on Wednesday, May
13, Mr. O’Brien said.

Mr. O’Brien suggested apply-
ing for an infrastructure grant
from Union County for the North
Avenue Train Station project. The
grant would be applicable to a
shovel-ready project to be com-
pleted by December 31, 2015,
he said.

“The only... quick hit type
project is the 2015 paving
project, but everyone is prob-
ably going to be putting in a
paving project. This one would
make your township stand out,”
Mr. O’Brien said.

The township has been discuss-
ing a bathroom project at Memo-
rial Field. Mayor Kalnins said
$87,000 from a Field of Dreams
grant given by Union County over
a decade ago for the turf field can
be reallocated to the bathroom
project.

Commissioner D’Ambola, dur-
ing commissioner comments,
held up an enlarged photo of the
injured trunk of Old Peppy, the
over more than 250-year-old
Pepperidge tree that was cut
down over a week ago. “The
section of the tree at the top of
the trunk where all the limbs
were attached had a very large
hole, not a crack, in it. We mea-
sured — it was a two-foot
hole…four foot in diameter… So
half of the tree was rotted through
where all the weight was concen-
trated and connected to the tree.
You have half the tree holding up
thousands of pounds of weight.
Half the tree had fallen off al-
ready which torqued the tree in a
different direction. What more
can I show to prove? … We gain
nothing by taking this tree down
other than public safety,” Mr.
D’Ambola said of the township
committee’s 4-to-1 vote to cut
down the historic tree.

Mayor Kalnins said the U.S.
Congress has agreed to fund the
remainder of the U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers’ Rahway River Ba-
sin Flood Risk Management Fea-
sibility Study. Once the study is
complete, the next step would
be to gain funding to construct
the project.

Last year, the committee
passed an amendment to an or-
dinance that specifies a new prop-
erty maintenance code — The
International Property Mainte-
nance Code. The purpose of the
code is to regulate the care, main-
tenance, security and upkeep of
the exterior of vacant and aban-
doned residential properties
which are under foreclosure. The
violations being issued by the
township are being dismissed in
the court, Mr. D’Ambola said.

“Whoever is prosecuting this
should be able to tell us what the
judge is saying,” Township Attor-
ney Diane Dabulas said. She said
she is planning to meet with the
prosecutor to determine, “whether
the ordinance needs more teeth
or a shift in our proofs…”

residents to enjoy.
It was announced that the Re-

lay for Life fund-raising event
would take place May 15 and 16
at Hillside Avenue School.

The township is asking resi-
dents to contact officials with
ideas for memorializing Old
Peppy, the historic tree that was
cut down recently. Resident Tina
Helmstetter suggested that the
memorial include a theme re-
flecting Cranford’s land and river
to tell a story of nature’s role
within Cranford.

Chief Wozniak told The
Westfield Leader there were leads
that went nowhere on the theft of
the plaque designating Old Peppy
as the largest Pepperidge tree in
the northeastern United States
by the Cranford Historical Soci-
ety. The plaque went missing on
the morning after the tree was
cut down. Since it was cut down
two banners have been put up in
the area, one stating “Happy
Earth Day, Cranford” and an-
other that said “Crime Scene,” a
nod to those who were opposed
to cutting down the 250-year-
old tree that was a symbol of
Cranford.
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2nd Garwood Rocks!
Slated for June 7th

GARWOOD — The second an-
nual Garwood Rocks! street fair
will be held Sunday, June 7, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The fair will feature a live stage,
with numerous bands, entertain-
ment, vendors, festival foods
and amusement rides and clas-
sic car show. The event is pre-
sented by the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce.
Center Street will be closed to
traffic from South Avenue to
Unami Park. The live music will
be presented by Crossroads.

Many artisans and crafters will

be displaying paintings, pottery,
photography, handmade jew-
elry, furniture and many other
gifts. Food vendors will be sell-
ing culinary delights. Strolling
entertainment will entertain fes-
tival goers.

There will be a KidZone with
rides and activities by the
Garwood Family Y at Locust Av-
enue and a Kids Running Ob-
stacle Course at Unami Park.
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Floraphile to Visit
Secret Garden

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford in-
vites the public to join club
members on Monday, May 18,
at 10 a.m., for a tour of the
Secret Garden @ 377, located
at 377 South Harrison Street,
East Orange. Installed nearly
60 years ago, this one-acre
garden is situated atop the
Harrison Park Towers’ parking
garage and features an oasis
of flowers and greenery.

Guests are welcome. Anyone
interested in joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or seeking more in-
formation on upcoming events
may contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net or like
the club on Facebook at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub.


