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CF Budgets For More Pay
Stations, Lot Improvements

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee approved 12 resolu-
tions and two ordinances on first
reading Tuesday night. Former
mayor of Cranford, H. Raymond
Kirwin, was in the township for a
visit and sat at the dais with
township officials at the request
of the governing body. Mr. Kirwin
was mayor from 1964 to 1965.
Mayor Andis Kalnins presented
Mr. Kirwin with a key to the city.

A resolution to purchase two
demonstration pay stations at a
cost of $10,000 was approved,
by a 4-to-1 tally, with Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen, Jr. opposed.
A year ago, Mr. Hannen opposed
the awarding of a contract for
just under a half million dollars to
replace the pay stations and add
more in the township.

The committee, by a 3-to-2
vote, passed a resolution to award
a contract to Mark Paving Com-
pany, Inc. for $330,802 for park-
ing lot improvements at the mu-
nicipal building. Mayor Kalnins
and Mr. Hannen opposed the
resolution.

Commissioner Hannen opposed
the resolution for an application
for grant funds to be put towards
the North Avenue Train Station
Pedestrian Plaza, saying it “…has
grown to the point where we can
no longer afford to do the
project.”

The township is budgeting
$700,000 for its portion of the
project, for which an additional
$500,000 is appropriated
through grant funds, Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola said. In
January 2014, the total cost of
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OLD PEPPY’S INJURED TRUNK…Cranford Township Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola holds up an enlarged photo of the injured trunk of Old Peppy, the
over 250-year-old Pepperidge tree that was cut down over a week ago.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee is seeking
input from residents for an ap-
propriate memorial to the
Cranford Pepperidge tree. “Old
Peppy” was removed two weeks
after the Township Committee
concluded that public safety had
to be the first priority and ex-
perts deemed the tree was no
longer safe, according to a press
release submitted by the town-
ship.

The historic tree, located in a
recreational park, was damaged
in 2010 when one-third of its
crown collapsed. Cables had sup-
ported that portion of the tree
after previous damage had been
noticed on the main limb. The
cable system was no match for
the weight of the limb and
snapped during a storm. That
portion of the tree fell, crushing
the fence below. Since then, nine
reports have been written re-
garding the condition of the tree,
but no action to save the tree
was taken by previous Township
Committees.

Last fall, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor contacted tree expert
Neil Hendrickson for an update
on the condition of the tree. Two
reports written in October and
December of last year indicated
the tree had deteriorated fur-
ther.

Mr. Hendrickson’s final report
stated, “Because of the large limb
failure, there has been substan-
tial strength loss, meaning that
less load than the tree previously
endured could cause failure. Put
in tree risk terms, without some
action, the likelihood of failure is
between possible to probable in,
say, a three-year period.”

Although Mr. Hendrickson pro-
posed several alternatives to
remediate the tree, those efforts
would fundamentally change the
tree and make it unrecognizable
as the symbol the residents love.
Even with remediation, the lat-
est report stated, “With trees

this old, and with a compromised
structure, there are no guaran-
tees.”

As a long-time resident of
Cranford, Commissioner
O’Connor was saddened by the
loss of the tree.

“Originally, I had hoped to save
the tree, but the overwhelming
evidence that the tree was a risk
to public safety changed my mind.
Now it’s time for the community
to come together and build a
fitting memorial to ‘Old Peppy,’”
she said.

Knowing that the tree was in
dire straights, arborists several
years ago cut saplings and
planted them in a number of
areas in town. Cranford Mayor

Andis Kalnins said, “Lincoln Park
is now home to one of Peppy’s
most vibrant offshoots. This new
generation tree will grace the
park for years to come. It’s the
continuation of Old Peppy’s
legacy. “

Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
will be spearheading the efforts
to create a memorial from the
remains of the tree. The Town-
ship Committee plans to work
with the recreation and parks
departments, and the Cranford
Public School System through-
out the process. Recommenda-
tions from the public can be
placed in suggestion boxes at
the Cranford Library and Com-
munity Center.
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Cranford Votes to Make
New Entry to Muni. Bldg.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
council voted, 3-2, to make a
two-way entrance/exit at the rear
of the municipal building off of
North Union Avenue where it
currently is an exit only, at the
committee workshop meeting
Monday. This was an alternate to
the bid that was submitted for
the repaving of the municipal
building lot.

The low bid submitted was
$330,000 for paving the lot, a
stormwater system and the two-
way lane driveway off of North
Union Avenue. Roughly $230,000
of that is refundable by a grant,
Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
said.

The majority of the expense for
the two-way lane driveway is the
cost to remove four utility poles,
which is upwards of $17,000

each, Mr. O’Brien said.
Commissioners Mary O’Connor

and Robert D’Ambola cited traf-
fic safety reasons for adding the
additional entrance to the build-
ing. Mayor Andis Kalnins and
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
both agreed the approximate
$100,000 necessary to do the
work would have been better
spent elsewhere. Mr. Hannen said
paving another road, such as
Forest Avenue, would be a better
use of the money.

Currently, the sole entrance to
the municipal building lot is off of
Springfield Avenue.

“Coming down from North Union
Avenue you have to make a left
and you have oncoming
traffic…you have five seconds to
zip into the lot,” Mr. D’Ambola
said.

“It is going to allow better exit
for emergency vehicles, allow less
congestion,” Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato said.

The township is to receive bids
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