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Sedek, Choral Art Soc. Give
New Life to Vivaldi’s Four Seasons

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey performed on
Saturday Night at The Presbyterian
Church of Westfield.

The high ceilings, balcony seats
and delicate chandeliers that deco-
rated the scene really set the atmo-
sphere for what was to come. The
theme, A Celebration of Antonio
Vivaldi, was sure to please.

Starting with “Now is the Month
Of Maying,” by Thomas Morley, we
audience received a preview of the
harmonious voices that were to enter-
tain them for the next two hours. The
happy melody lead into Vivaldi’s most
revered “Gloria,” a twelve part hymn
(each verse being called a movement).

Each verse took the audience on a
journey as each movement is as indi-
vidualized as the last—so much so,

they could stand alone and still thrill
listeners. The audience experienced
both highs of and the lows, in alter-
nating time.

The song opened with a burst of
energy, in movement one, but slowed
down to a ghostly sound in movement
two. It is here that the women in choir
truly shone, as they sang a beautiful,
but haunting tune of praise. The trans-
fer from happiness to sadness was
swift as this song reigned with reli-
gious humility. The cycle repeated:
movement three was a verse of ela-
tion, while movement four took on a
Heavenly tone, the choir sang as
though they themselves were angels.

Of notable consideration were the
soloists that appeared during this
piece: sopranos Christina Nicastro,
Eileen Cooper and alto Heather
Flemming.

After a brief intermission, the room
was abuzz with anticipation of the

showstopper—Martin Sedek’s com-
position of Vivaldi’s “The Four Sea-
sons.”

First, Mr. Sedek thanked everyone
for coming, and gave the audience a
bit of background on “The Four Sea-
sons.” It is believed that the well-
known concertos were originally in-
spired by sonnets, sonnets written by
Vivaldi himself, about the seasons. It
was from these sonnets that his most
famous work would arise. And though
“The Four Seasons” is traditionally a
set of violin concertos, this new ver-
sion featured the singing of the son-
nets alongside the compositions.

Mr. Sedek ended his speech with
the hope of enjoyment, as this audi-
ence in particular was “among the
very first people” to hear his version
of “The Four Seasons.”

Not the version of “The Four Sea-
sons” that we all know so well, but
even more dynamic. By using bits
and pieces of Vivaldi’s masterpiece,
and integrating the infamous sonnets,
Mr. Sedek has created a brand new
piece that both mirrors and shatters
expectations. He was able to convey
both the pleasant and bitter aspects of
each season through both the music
and the choir’s performance.

Mr. Sedek began his piece with a
dream-like version of “Spring,” which
flowed into a lethargic-sounding ver-
sion of “Summer” that truly conveyed
feelings of droopiness that accom-
pany extreme heat. “Autumn” showed
both signs of relief and celebration of
the harvest festival, but also hinted at
the cold to come. “Winter” was slow
and sorrowful, as cold seasons often
are, but also sweetened up with the
mention of warmth. “The Four Sea-
sons” ended with the familiar into to
the original version of Vivaldi’s
Spring,” which gave the performance
a clean and satisfying finish. This
integration signified the end of a year,
but the continuation of time, just as
this performance did.

Though Vivaldi’s pieces remain
frozen in the context from whence
they came, they also show us that time
waits for no one, and even a classic
can be revived with the greenest of
thumbs.

The Musical Club of Westfield to
Celebrate Centennial With Concert

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A century is a
rather remarkable amount of time. In
1915, the same year that congress
rejected the idea of giving women the
right to vote, Anne Whitehead, Ethel
Zabriskie, Carline Collins, Lillian Van
Dyke, Grace Harden, Beatrix Budell,
Edith Scarff and a handful of others
started The Musical Club of Westfield.
One can wonder if these pioneering
ladies ever thought that their love of
music and their want to share it with
one another would still be around 100
years later to be celebrated with a star
studded concert on Sunday, Novem-
ber 22 at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield.

At the core of its mission to share
music, the club holds a bi-annual
concert to raise money for its schol-
arship fund. The fund benefits area
students who wish to pursue an edu-
cation in music. Many of those
scholarship recipients will be re-
turning to help celebrate the club’s
centennial.

According to current club presi-
dent Drude Roessler, the club used to

bring big names to Westfield, includ-
ing Rosa Ponselle and Ignacy Jan
Paderewski in the 1920’s when the
concerts would be held at the Elm
Street School and attendees wore tux-
edos and evening gowns.

From it’s formation the club was
made up entirely of women, and the
women would take turns hosting mu-
sical meetings in each others homes.

In the 1970’s the club members
made the big decision to allow men
into their organization, which accord-
ing to the club’s history books was
rather contreversial.

 The club found a permanent home
at the Baptist Church after the late
Janet Grimler Gleason left her
Steinway piano to them, and the
church agreed to house it and share in
the upkeep costs. The club still meets
every month for a concert open to the
public at the church.

The centennial concert will feature
a commissioned piece by one of the
club’s youngest scholarship recipi-
ents, Jacob Gelber. The piece is based
on a poem written by one of the club’s
oldest scholarship recipients, Grace
Hull. The work is for mezzo-soprano,
flute and guitar; the mezzo-soprano,

Bridget McCoy who will perform, is
also a former scholarship winner.

Other former scholarship winners
slated to perform are Christopher
Dellarso, Clarinet; Theodore
Hendricks, Piano; Jenny Cline, Flute;
Carlos Cuestas, Guitar; Jordan Hendy,
Violin; Oliver Hendy, Piano; Kathleen
Bride Hurley, Harp; Matthew Sklar,
Music Theater Composer, Pianist;
Sondra Tammam, Piano; Nathaniel
Udell, French Horn; Carolle-Ann
Mochurnuk, Piano and more to be
announced.

Currently, Westfield High School
art students are submitting designs
for the program cover. The artists
who creates the chosen cover will
receive a $200 honorarium.

There is also a display at the
Westfield Public Library this month
featuring items from the club’s 100
year history. The display opened this
week, which happens to coincide with
National Music Week, an event started
by Westfield resident Charles
Termaine.

For more information on the Musi-
cal Club or the upcoming concert,
contact Ms. Roessler at (908) 233-
0030 or visit westfieldnj.com/mcw.

GETTING THEIR ACT TOGETHER...Holy Trinity Interparochial School (HTIS)
Drama Club Presents The Rehearsal on Friday, May 8 and Saturday, May 9 at
7:30 p.m. at HTIS, 336 First Street, Westfield, N.J. The Rehearsal is about a young
teacher who tries to pull off a production of Guys and Dolls, but putting a musical
together is never easy, especially with a megalomaniacal stage manager, a lead
who's convinced that Wicked is a much better show, and a girl who is clinically
incapable of following directions (she has a doctor's note to prove it). And to make
matters worse, there aren't nearly enough guys to be the Guys. A hilarious and
poignant look behind the scenes of a drama club production filled with -- what
else? -- lots of drama. Tickets are $10 each.

SUCCESS...How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying runs Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. for the next two weekends
at the Cranford Dramatic Club. See the related story on Page 25.


