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Lady Vikings Dominate Union County Relays
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

PRYBYLSKI FIRES IN 4 GOALS, RITTENDALE NAILS 3

Blue Devil Boys Obliterate
Red Devils, 15-0, in Lacrosse

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys’
lacrosse team put together a domi-
nating performance in its 15-0 de-
struction of the Ridge Red Devils in
a game held on May 2 at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield. Luke Prybylski
scored four goals with two assists
and Kyle Rittendale added three

goals to lead Westfield. In so doing,
the Blue Devils put to rest any notion
that they may be slumping after late
season losses to Seton Hall Prep and
Delbarton.

“I think we are in a good spot right
now,” said Westfield Head Coach
Patrick Tuohy. “I think the recent
losses to Seton Hall Prep and
Delbarton may have woke us up a
bit. We want to be focused heading
into the county tournament and to-
day we played well enough that we
were able to get our second middies
into the game early.”

The game was never in doubt after
Rittendale scored the first goal of the
game at 6:20. Really that was all that
Westfield needed. Prybylski fol-
lowed that up with an unassisted
goal on an inside roll with 4:42 to
play in the opening period. Rittendale
scored again a little over a minute

later to make it 3-0.
While Prybylski and Rittendale

are regular contributors on the Blue
Devil stat sheet, Westfield got a huge
performance from James Bohlinger.
The junior leads Westfield with 30
assists this season and he was at it
again on Saturday contributing two
goals and five assists to the cause.

“Bohlinger really had a good game

for us today,” said Tuohy. “He actu-
ally has been a starter for us all
season. Lately he has really started
producing.”

Goals by James Brucia, Prybylski
and freshman Jake Wornow helped
Westfield to a 6-0 lead by halftime.
The second half became more a ques-
tion of who was going to get in on
the scoring for the Blue Devils than
it was about Ridge possibly getting
back into the game. Patrick Aslanian,
James Brucia, Nick Mueller, Blake
Taylor and Connor Webb each scored
a goal. Goalkeeper Toby Burgdorf
was rarely challenged but still re-
corded nine saves for Westfield.

Now Ridge is far from being a
pushover. The visitors came into the
contest sporting a 6-5 record and
were highly regarded in statewide
rankings. But the Red Devils were
no match for a Westfield squad that
seemed to have a chip on its shoulder
today. The Blue Devils dominated in
every phase of play, including the

ever-present superiority of Jack Cash
on face-offs. Cash had six ground
balls on the game.

After making a statement like this,
one might wonder if Westfield is
capable of playing a better game
than they put together against Ridge.
The Blue Devil players know how to
answer that one.

“I still think there is room for us to
improve,” said senior Kyle
Rittendale. “I think we can do a
better job of riding and finish off
more opportunities.”

Teammate Luke Prybylski agreed.
“We didn’t clear the ball well to-

day,” said Prybylski. “If you stop
looking for areas that you can im-
prove in, then you become compla-
cent.”

Both Prybylski and Rittendale be-
lieve that the strong performance
against Ridge had its roots in the
struggles the team has faced in re-
cent games.

“I think it all started the day after
the Delbarton loss,” said Prybylski.
“Rittendale, Bollinger and I really
started clicking together all week in
practice. It seemed like we devel-
oped an even better chemistry to-
gether.”

It was a chemistry that was brought
about by re-establishing some basic
concepts in practice.

“The coaches put us through two
very hard days of practice,” said
Rittendale. “They stressed better ball
movement and I think we accom-
plished that today for the most part.”

The game was the annual team
fundraiser for Westfield with the pro-
ceeds going to benefit The Kids Walk
For Kids With Cancer.
Ridge 0 0 0 0 0
Westfield 4 2 5 4 15

really special.”
Cougars Taylor Grant, Charlotte

Van Why and Meixner placed second
in the high jump with a height of 13-
9. Blue Devils Elena Chermak,
Hannah Hawkins and Anna Browne
placed third in the long jump with a

distance of 45-9. Blue Devils Noelle
Blackford, Brooke Schaeffer, Kelly
Morrison and Julia Myers crossed
fourth in the Distance Medley Relay
at 13:10.9, while Raiders Maddy
Bord, Rose Giandano, Evelyn Logie
and Mary Catherine Stovall finished

sixth at 13:21.38.
Blue Devils Lindsey Strauss,

Chermak, Natalie Marcotullio and
Schaeffer finished third in the Sprint
Medley Relay with a time of 4:21.45,
followed by Raiders Trinity Hart,
Samantha Gorman, Sarah Bowles and

Annie Pierce at 4:24, and
Cougars Grant, Katie
Romanovich, Kiera Hurley
and Anna Fitch at 4:25.23.
Raiders Christine Nocum,
Wilda Francois and Emily
Gonyou finished sixth in the
400 hurdles at 3:45.29.

Blue Devils Myers,
Morrison, Marcotullio and
Schaeffer finished third in
the 4x800 with a time of
9:54.54, followed by Cou-
gars Romanovich, Amanda
Bush, Hurley and Fitch at
9:57.3. Blue Devils
Blackford, Mia Melao,
Emma Jackler and Myers
crossed third in the 4x1,600
with a time of 22:46.61.

Blue Devils Chermak (PR
33-10.75), Browne and
Ariana Alvarado took sec-
ond in the triple jump with a
distance of 94-7.25 (WHS
record).
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CLOSE KNIT GROUP...Cougar Anna Fitch, left, Raider Annie Pierce, blue and white top, and Blue Devil Brooke
Schaeffer, right, keep close to each other in the 800 leg of the sprint medley relay at the Union County Relays.
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CHANGING DIRECTIONS...Blue Devil Pat Aslanian, No. 9, changes his direc-
tion to throw off the Ridge defender. The Blue Devils rocked Ridge, 15-0.
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PICKING UP THE SPEED...Cougar Taylor Grant, center, picks up speed in the 200 leg of
the sprint medley relay at the Union County Relays in Westfield.


