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Cougars Squeeze Past Blue Devils in UCT, 4-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Dursee chopped an RBI single to
score Friel. When Devin Anderson
drilled another double down the third
baseline, Cougar Head Coach Den-
nis McCaffrey shifted Knight from
centerfield to the mound. Anderson,
from his catcher’s position, would
later gun down Garrett Forrestal at-
tempting to steal third in the third.

“It was the plan to come in. Actu-
ally Genova, if he was pushing well,
he would go the entire game. It’s if he
got in trouble or not. I would be ready
to go inning one through seven,”
Knight said.

After yielding one run on three hits
and a hit batter in the third inning,
Knight pitched lights out in the final
four innings, allowing only a single
to Dan DoCampo (2-for-4, run) and a
walk to Steve Barmakian. Knight’s
curveball was working top shelf and
the result was six strikeouts.

“The curveball is the focal point. If
I just get it over then my fastball will
follow. The faster the hitters are just
change the speed and it ended up
pretty well today,” Knight said. “It
felt good, because my first couple of
starts were not very good. To get back
on track is good, very good!”

After the 6-10 Blue Devils scored
in the second, the Cougars came right
back to tie the game with some cagy
base running. With one man out, Mike

Smith (1-for-2, 2 runs) singled, stole
second, got caught in a rundown but
then slipped over to third safely. Next,
left-handed batter Mike Gamba fooled
them all when he laid down a suc-
cessful suicide squeeze bunt on a full
count as Smith came barreling home
to score.

“It was 3-2. We practice that a lot, so
you got to execute it when you get it
[the call]. We do it everyday. Anybody
could have gotten that bunt down,”
Gamba said. “My eyes are on the ball.
I am just trying to lay it down in fair
territory. I don’t really worry about the
runner. He’s got to do his job.”

“I had confidence that he was go-
ing to get it down. We practice it
everyday,” Smith added.

Liam Duffy followed with a single
to left, but Blue Devil starting pitcher
Ben Herbster got the next batter out
to end the inning.

DoCampo led off the third with a
single past short and Chris Rinaldi
followed with a single to left. Friel
hopped a single to shallow left to load
the bases then Matt Catanzaro took a
fastball to the back for an RBI and a
2-1 Westfield lead.

Herbster, who was rolling along
rather well the first three innings, ran
into a self-inflicted road block in the
fourth. Knight led off the inning with
a single to right, but when the ball

rolled through the fielder’s legs, he
arced his way to third. Herbster pro-
ceeded to hit Smith and Gamba to
load the bases then he hit Duffy to
bring home Knight. Ryan Bakie’s (1
single) grounder to short brought
home Smith then Gamba scored on a
wild pitch to put Cranford in front for
good, 4-2.

Jack Bunting came in relief in the
fifth and sixth innings, allowing just
a single to Knight.

The Cougars first beat the Blue
Devils, 7-5, in Westfield on April 2
then edged them, 3-2, in Cranford on
April 21. Number three was a charm,
especially since the Blue Devils actu-
ally stopped them twice in the same
week last year.

“Usually Cranford/Westfield is a
rivalry. Three times in close games
feels pretty good,” Knight said.

Since beginning the season at 2-2,
the Cougars have won 10 of their last
11 games.

“We started off the season a little
slow, but we just hit it, have good
pitching and we feel like we can win
every game we play,” Smith said.

“We are all playing good baseball
right now, playing together and we
are just able to pull out some nice
wins,” Gamba said.
Westfield 011 000 0 2
Cranford 010 300 x 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BECOMING A HAWK...Cranford senior Eric Donohue, center, signs his letter
of intent to play football at Monmouth University in the fall. Eric, a three sport
athlete, is flanked by his parents Keith and Barbie and backed by his coaches
Ryan Huber, left, and Erik Rosenmeier.

WETHERELL & DOLAN COMBINE FOR FOUR HITTER

Cougars Reject Raiders, 3-1,
In UCT Softball 2nd Round

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Theresa Wetherell and fresh-
man Brenna Dolan combined to al-
low just one run on four hits as the
Cranford High School softball team
topped Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 3-1,
in the second round of the Union
County Tournament on April 30 in
Scotch Plains. Vienna Stivala and
Rebecca Scott each had an RBI in the
top half of the third inning to stake
Cranford to a 2-0 lead that they would
not relinquish. Raider pitcher Jessica
Waltsak went the distance, allowing
just four hits, while striking out three.

Wetherell started the game and al-
lowed just one run on two hits, while
striking out six in four and one third
innings. If Wetherell had an Achilles
Heel at all, it was in walking six
batters.

But Wetherell escaped most of the
self-inflicted damage, allowing only
a single run in the bottom of the third
inning. That run came on a tapper
back to the mound by Erica Waltsak
that plated Angie DiGiacomo. When
Wetherell got into a jam in the bottom
of the fifth inning, Cougar Head
Coach Heather Bormann had seen
enough and called on Dolan to put
out the fire.

“I think our pitchers are very dif-
ferent,” said Coach Bormann. “We
made the switch because Scotch
Plains had seen our starter a couple of
times through their order and we
wanted to try and keep them off-
balance. So we brought in Brenna,
who gave them a different look.
Knowing when to make that switch is
always important.”

Dolan entered the game after back-
to-back, one out singles by Erica
Waltsak and Kyra Lockhart had given
the Raiders runners on first and sec-
ond. It was a bit of a surprise that
Cranford had chosen to pitch to
Lockhart at all given that so many
teams in recent games have chosen to
walk the standout sophomore.

“We wanted to challenge Lockhart,’
said Bormann. “I think you never
want to lose your aggressive approach
to the game. But of course, we knew
she is a dangerous hitter so we did not
want to make any mistakes either.”

Dolan promptly walked Jessica
O’Neill to load the bases before bear-
ing down and retiring the next two
batters on a pop-up and a strikeout to
end the threat and keep the Cougars
ahead with a 2-1 lead.

“My job is to back up Theresa,”
said Dolan. “She is like a sister to me.
We work together as a team. I was not
nervous at all because I trust my team-
mates. I was able to get a lot of good

results with my drop pitch today.”
Dolan would strike out three bat-

ters in a row before allowing an in-
field single in the bottom of the sixth
inning. Cranford got an important
insurance run in the seventh inning.
Leadoff hitter Morgan Ferretti
reached base when she beat out a
ground ball to shortstop. Ferretti
would score all the way from first on
Jen Shore’s sacrifice bunt attempt
that became a misadventure for the
Raider infield. Pitcher Jessica Waltsak
slipped while attempting to field
Shore’s bunt then threw high to first
base. Ferretti, who was already off
and running on the bunt, headed for
third then made it all the way home as
the relay got past Lockhart, giving
the Cougars a 3-1 lead. To her credit,
Waltsak made it out of the rest of the
inning without further damage.

“We lost but I think we played
really well,” said Raider Head Coach
Jess Hulnik. “You know there was a
ball that Jessica O’Neill hit that had it
gone 12 inches in the other direction
would have changed the entire com-
plexion of the game. I’m really ex-
cited about this team. They are very
young and they need to be in close
games like this one. This is the way
the game is meant to be played and
they will be better for the experi-
ence.”

The Raiders mounted a threat in
the bottom of the seventh inning.
With two outs, Lockhart reached first
on an error by shortstop Shore. Then
O’Neill dropped a bloop single into
centerfield to put runners at first and
second. But Dolan got Danielle Scheu
to ground out to shortstop to end the
game.

“I thought that Cranford’s pitching
was spot on today,” said Hulnik. “They
had two pitchers that complimented
each other well. Wetherell is a nice
lefty, who mixes speeds well. Their
second pitcher threw the ball harder,
which probably made it tough for our
hitters to adjust. We left too many
runners in scoring position in the
later innings. I think that was the
difference.”

The victory improved Cranford’s
season mark to 5-4-1 and set them up
for UCT showdown with Westfield in
the next round. Scotch Plains fell to
8-7.
Cranford 011 000 1 3
Sc Pl-Fanwood 001 000 0 1
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WESTFIELD. This elegant, bright and airy 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath
first floor corner unit with 3 separate entrances (one a formal
vestibule) is just 2 blocks to award winning downtown Westfield and
NYC train. This condo is reminiscent of a New York loft with extra high ceilings and
windows which welcome in the sunshine. The recently renovated kitchen is a
gourmet`s delight. This ideal location is perfect for commuters or people ready to
downsize. $429,900.

Sales Associate
of the Month

CONDO

WESTFIELD. 2 Quality homes by Elshiekh Homes. This inviting
Open Floor Plan is ideal for entertaining. 1st floor features 9`
ceilings, FDR, FR/LR w/fireplace and full Bath. The Gourmet Kit
with separate eating area features granite, wood cabinetry and top of the line SS
Appliances. 2nd floor has a MBR Suite with spacious double jetted tub plus stall
shower, laundry facility and other BR plus full Bath. 3rd level features large BR and
Bath. Fin Basement w/ Rec Room, Play Room and Office. $899,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION HOMES

WESTFIELD. Spacious home with great flow and large rooms.
Updated kitchen with newer cabinets, professional grade SS gas
range and granite tops. All bathrooms tastefully upgraded. First floor
features EIK, FDR with slider to back patio, sun filled LR, FR w/ WBF, powder room
and 2 BR with a full bath. Second floor has 2 BR, full bath and unfinished attic storage
which is easily expandable. Large rec room in basement, laundry room, plenty of
storage and an oversized 2 car garage. $999,900.

EXPANDED RANCH
WESTFIELD. This distinctive custom Colonial Boasts 4 Bedrooms,
4 Full Baths, Gourmet Kitchen w/Granite & Stainless Steel
Appliances, Formal Living Room, Formal Dining Room, Den
(Could Be Used As 4th Bedroom), Master Bedroom w/ Spa Like
Bath, Finished Basement with Family/Rec Room and a Detached Garage. This Special
Home Features: Hardwood Floors, Crown Molding, Custom Interior & Exterior
Detailing and Quality Craftsmanship. $600,000.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. 5 Bedroom 5 Bath Colonial. Over 4000 Sq ft of living
space. Designer Kitchen w/ SS applncs & stone counter tops. Basement
is finished w/Full Bath & plenty of storage. Hardwood Flooring thruout
the home. 4th level will also be fin with carpet floor- Excellent bonus rm. Gas Fplc in FR
with a detailed mantel. MBR has 2-Walk in Closets. Spa like Bath including Jacuzzi tub.
Landscape package-entire property sodded and underground sprinklers Bluestone walkway
& patio w/Gas BBQ hook up! $1,179,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Don Villane
Top Sales for April
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GETTING THE OUT AT FIRST...Cougar first baseman Albert Gargiulo catches the throw from third baseman Joe Norton
to get the putout on Blue Devil Alex Pansini in the first inning of the Union County Tournament quarterfinal game.


