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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Daroo – The Egyptian sycamore
2. Titurate – To grind to a powder or

pulverize
3. Braw – Well-groomed; smart
4. Tessaradecad – A group of fourteen

individuals

GYNECONITIS
1. A place or apartment reserve for

women
2. Inflamation of the uterus
3. Having flowers of the female and

perfect forms growing on the same plant,
but none of the male

4. A sense of inferiority in certain
males when in the presence of females

SAUROPHAGOUS
1. Resembling or possessing reptilian

characteristics
2. A limestone coffin or tomb, often

inscribed and elaborately ornamented
3. Subsisting on insects, arachnids and

beetles
4. Subsisting on lizards

ISOPIESTIC
1. Indicating equal pressure
2. Even tempered; agreeable
3. In botany, uniform in diameter; said

of cells or organs
4. Of equal inclination or dip

KOPJE
1. A mangy, scabby animal
2. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
3. A hill with a steep side and a flat top
4. A small channel or watercourse

Recomendation For Pedestrian
Crosswalk Sign at Lennox and Central

Why Is Westfield’s School Budget
So Much Higher Than Cranford’s

Education Is Key to Cleaning Our
Environment; Talk to Our Children

Mr. Marcus, Stop
Blaming Mayor, Others

Another week, another rambling
rant from the former Councilman
Mickey Marcus. Mickey Marcus,
once again, I believe you need to get
a grip on yourself and stop blaming
the Mayor and others for your out-
landish behavior at the Scotch Plains
Council meeting on March 17, 2015.
To those who have not seen how you
acted, let me suggest to them go view
the video.

Mr. Marcus, making excuses for
your lack of leadership, ideas, and a
civility while serving on council is
irrational. Mr. Marcus please accept
your loss and move on with your life.
Pick up a hobby, maybe learn to play
golf. I suggest getting a membership
at the Shady Rest/ Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club. Try spending more time
with your family instead of writing
negative things about people.

Again, I pray that you find some
peace in your heart. I’m sure you will
feel better. Good luck in the future.

Kimberly Nix
Scotch Plains

I Shall Continue to Thank Police,
Officers for Their Heroism!

Marcus Out of Touch
With SP Citizenry

It is evident from Mr. Marcus’ let-
ter-to-the-editor that since he was
voted off the town council, he has not
lost his penchant for pointless ver-
bosity. More importantly, Mr. Marcus
has his facts wrong.

Mr. Marcus was violating the rules
of order established for public com-
ment at town meetings; rules he
should well be aware of as a former
council person. Indeed, Mayor Glover
showed great restraint and patience
by not having the unruly Mr. Marcus
physically removed. Mr. Marcus was
voted out of office last November
because of his unpopular proposal to
restrict Scotch Plains’ citizens voting
rights for the office of mayor. He is
out of touch with the citizenry of
Scotch Plains as clearly evident by
the magnitude of his election loss.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

Editor’s note: This letter was sent
to Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
and copied to The Westfield Leader

*****
I’m sending a quick note to sug-

gest that a pedestrian cross walk sign
in the middle of the intersection at
Central Avenue and Lenox Avenue is
needed and would promote pedes-
trian safety in downtown Westfield.
This is the first crosswalk that drivers
come to when entering the town from
the east; therefore, traffic from the
GSP, Central, South and North Av-
enues entering town form that end
pass through this intersection. The
problem is that many drivers appar-
ently are not as aware that this is a
pedestrian right-of-way and there
have been many close calls between
cars, trucks and pedestrians.

A sign much like the one at the

Central and Quimby intersection
might slow down traffic entering the
downtown CBD and would certainly
help to make the crossing safer.

There are a bunch of folks, like
myself who work in town and walk
downtown for lunch most weekdays.
Unfortunately, some of us have to
cross Central Ave. at this intersec-
tion, and it’s becoming awfully dan-
gerous to do so. Please let me know if
we can get a sign at minimum and
maybe some occasional patrol would
be great too. I see folks “driving” into
town through this intersection on
phones and texting every week, and
they do not yield to pedestrians.

Downtown Westfield is a great pe-
destrian town. Let’s keep it as safe as
possible.

Jon Younghans
Westfield

Ordinarily, I don’t pay much atten-
tion to the annual Westfield school
budget. It goes up some each year,
and we move on, continuing to sup-
port an excellent program. I trust the
members of the board of education
and administrators are doing their
best.

But this year, I couldn’t help notice
the great disparity between the
Westfield school budget and that of
Cranford, since they appeared side-
by-side on the front page of the April
30th edition of The Westfield Leader.
$104 million for Westfield, vs. $58
million for Cranford. That’s more
than a 40 percent difference. Well, I
assumed, Westfield’s system must be

approximately that much larger than
Cranford’s. Not so!

From figures I’ve been able to
gather, (admittedly, they may be a
little off, but not much) Westfield’s
student population is about 20 per-
cent more than Cranford’s, yet our
budget is 40 percent higher and our
cost per student is 25 percent higher.

Is Westfield’s school system that
much better than Cranford’s? Not by
a long shot. Cranford has an excel-
lent school system, I dare say on a par
with Westfield. So why such a large
spread in the budgets? Good ques-
tion.

Bruce Long
Westfield

As everyone is aware, last week we
celebrated Earth Day. Started in 1970,
it has become a national day to cel-
ebrate the earth and to renew our
commitments to preserve and protect
the only earth we have. After years of
participating in town-wide and beach
cleanups, tree plantings and the like,
I am beginning to question our com-
mitments to the cause.

I am not going to talk about large
national issues like fracking, or oil
drilling off New Jersey’s coast, or
proposed relaxation of so many EPA
and DEP environmental standards,
our failure to regulate what goes into
the foods that we eat, or even solar/
wind vs. fossil fuel energy produc-
tion. I would like to talk about some-
thing closer to home. Litter.

As I have written many times be-
fore, my wife Maria and I take walks
on Sunday mornings. We always bring
two reusable cloth bags with us to
pick up recyclables (We don’t pick
up trash!) We pick up anywhere from
three to five bags worth every walk.
We also find out some interesting
cultural trends. Recently we have
learned that while Poland Spring
water bottles remain a top ‘throw

away’ littering our streets, it appears
that we are now drinking much more
from ‘micro/airplane’ size bottles of
vodka, wine and bourbon. And chas-
ing them with 24 oz. cans of beer. (Oh
well, that is talk for another day.) But
the amount of trash/recyclables never
diminishes. Despite our understand-
ing of everything being connected,
that what we drop out of our cars and
into our streets ends up in our drink-
ing water, our air (from incinerator
burning) in animal’s stomachs (ducks,
birds, etc.), costs our communities
more to remove, and simply makes
our communities look ugly, we con-
tinue to litter.

I believe that education is the key
to cleaning our environment. I urge
us all to talk to our children about the
impacts of littering, remind each other
when we ourselves or those with
whom we are, are about to throw
something away and not in a proper
receptacle, to simply stop littering. It
is a minor action that we can all take
to cleaning our environment and
making Earth Day every day. Thank
you.

Bill Nierstedt
Councilman, Garwood

May I suggest that we all say thank
you to each police officer we happen
to meet? To tell the police officer that
he or she is a hero for putting his or
her life on the line to protect us and
keep us safe!

The English political philosopher
Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) wrote
in “The Leviathan” that “the end” for
which we entrust the government is
“the procuration of the safety of the
people!” For without such there are
“no arts; no letters; no society; and
which is worst of all, continued fear
and danger of violent death; and the
life of man solitary, poor, nasty, brut-
ish, and short.”

The Preamble to our precious Con-
stitution declares that the responsi-
bility of government is “to insure
domestic Tranquility!”

 The First Amendment guarantees
“the right of the people peacefully to
assemble, and to petition the govern-
ment for a redress of grievances!”

 President George Washington in
his farewell address to the country
stated, “All obstructions to the execu-
tion of the laws, all combinations and
associations, under whatever plau-
sible character, with the real design
to direct, control, counteract, or awe
the regular deliberation and action of
the constituted authorities, are de-
structive of this fundamental prin-
ciple, and of fatal tendency…

“Towards the preservation of your
government, and the permanency of
your present happy state, it is requi-
site, not only that you steadily dis-
countenance irregular oppositions to
its acknowledged authority, but also
that you resist with care the spirit of
innovation upon its principles, how-
ever specious the pretexts….It is, in-
deed, little else than a name, where

the government is too feeble to with-
stand the enterprises of faction, to
confine each member of the society
within the limits prescribed by the
laws, and to maintain all in the secure
and tranquil enjoyment of the rights
of person and property.”

Americans have always prided
themselves on living in a country of
laws! But this axiom is being danger-
ously challenged nowadays! There is
a growing anarchy in our beloved
country!

 Would that President Washington
were here today once again to ad-
monish us against unraveling the vi-
tal authority of government to main-
tain law and order!

 I shall continue to thank police
officers for their heroism! When I do,
their faces brighten as they thank me!
And I feel renewed as a citizen of the
greatest country in the history of the
world!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

This Sunday, We Honor Mom
For Her Lifelong Special Role

This Sunday, May 10, we celebrate Mother’s
Day. Established through a proclamation signed
May 8, 1914 by President Woodrow Wilson, this
holiday has for more than a century paid homage
to those special women whose influence shapes us
from birth and who we so often see in ourselves,
especially as we mature and become parents our-
selves.

Mothers hold a unique place within the hearts of
their children. They are our first companion, confi-
dante and teacher. We learn from our mothers not
just our ABCs, but continual life lessons as we grow,
and how to navigate the world in which we live.
Mothers are role models for us throughout our lives,
and even when no longer with us their legacy of love
continues to impact us. Our relationships with our
spouses, children and elders so often reflect what we
learned from our mothers.

A national holiday honoring mothers was realized
through the efforts of a woman named Anna Jarvis,
who was inspired by the humanitarian work of her
own mother, social activist Ann Reeves Jarvis of
West Virginia, in aiding soldiers and their families
from both sides of the conflict during the Civil War.

Miss Jarvis and her supporters launched their
campaign for a national Mother’s Day observance

in 1907, writing letters to influential individuals of
the day ranging from businessmen to Presidents
William Howard Taft and Theodore Roosevelt.
Miss Jarvis also advocated for her cause in person
through speeches she gave. While the concept was
slow to win popularity, it eventually gained a foot-
hold when businessman and philanthropist John
Wanamaker lent his endorsement. Mother’s Day
was celebrated in nearly the entire United States by
1911, and President Wilson’s signature three years
later formally made Anna Jarvis’ long-dreamed-of
tribute to mothers a reality. Since then Mother’s
Day has been observed in the United States on the
second Sunday in May each year.

Once again this year, we wish all the mothers,
grandmothers and other maternal figures who nurture,
inspire and influence us a happy and healthy Mother’s
Day. We encourage sons, daughters and all whose lives
these women have touched to remember them in a
special way this Sunday, whether it be with a card or
gift, a telephone call, or just some quality time spent
together. We offer a special acknowledgement to those
mothers who have children serving in the military, who
cannot be with their sons and daughters this Mother’s
Day, and who eagerly await their safe return. Happy
Mother’s Day, everyone.

FLOWERS
FOR MOM

See more letters on page 5

Editor’s Note
This is the special townwide edi-

tion mailed to everyone in Westfield
and includes the 43 Annual publica-
tion of This Is Westfield.

If you are not a subscriber, we ask
you to do so. Thank you to everyone
that are subscribers!

Will State Leaders Face Up to
The Fiscal Emergency in N.J.?

If you were the Governor, charged to deal with the fiscal
mess at the state, what actions would you take?

Would you raise taxes on all fronts, lay off employees,
reduce programs, stop borrowing, freeze investments on
arenas, stop giveaways on developments, purge the sys-
tem of political hacks, or all of the above? What would
you direct other sub-governments to do, meaning county,
municipal, boards of education and utilities?

Is the problem too big to ignore? Will the Governor take
sweeping action? Could he declare a “State of Fiscal
Emergency” and order all sub-governments and boards of
education to freeze budgets and tax levies until the books
are brought back into order?

How could county government, towns, school boards
and sewer authorities respond? It’s dizzying to think of
them all at once.

One way, a “What If” analysis of government salaries
provides clues. One condition we set was “No Layoffs.”
A second condition was “No salary cut for those earning
$50,000 or less per year.” Then we established a formula
to give a pay cut only to those earning in excess of $50,000
– a sliding scale algorithm. The more one makes over
$50G’s, the more cut in pay. We estimated “other direct
costs” of salaries to be 30 percent. Then, we set the total
savings requirement.

The “What If” analysis without layoffs yielded: 55.4
percent would be unaffected by the analysis. Those earn-
ing $75,000 per year would receive a 2-percent pay cut.
Those earning $100,000 per year would receive a 6-
percent pay cut. The top in the $150,000 range and above
would receive a pay cut of 12 percent.

If the hypothetical governor’s “State of Fiscal Emer-
gency” demanded more, then one would be forced to
examine “honorarium” salaries, individuals collect-
ing salaries from more than one government entity,
etc. Where there are question marks as to what such an
individual may be doing to deserve a salary, it may be
necessary to request a time sheet to see if that person
is actually there, doing something, or on another job
instead.

The other aspects of budgets would require analysis too
if the governor declared the emergency. What monies are
being spent on non-essential initiatives – well…

The complete financials must be examined. Who’s
getting paid is what must be uncovered. The Governor
should declare a “State of Fiscal Emergency” to force a
hard look at everything going on.

Sadly, the comments above are from our editorial
written in February 2006. Matters have gotten much
worse and our state leaders continue to do nothing.


