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Mobile Shredder to Visit
New Providence on May 9

House Bill Includes
$500,000 for  Study

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has an-
nounced that the House-passed
Energy and Water Development
Appropriations Act (H.R. 2028)
included a $500,000 allocation for
the Rahway River Basin Flood
Risk Management Feasibility
Study.

The Study has been ongoing for
13 years. Earlier this year the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers 2015 Work
Plan included a $500,000 commit-
ment. The allocation included in the
House measure is an additional
$500,000.

H.R. 2028 now heads to the U.S.
Senate for consideration.

TEAM WORK... This past weekend a Westfield 3rd Ward literature drop
announcing the candidacy for re-election for Councilman Mark LoGrippo this
November took place. A campaign kickoff will be held on Saturday, June 6, at 6
p.m. at the home of Karen and Sal Petruzzi, 109 Pearl Street in Westfield.  To
RSVP or help on the campaign, please e-mail mark@marklogrippo.com.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Two Indicted in Bridgegate;
Wildstein Pleads Guilty

Governor Chris Christie’s former
deputy chief of staff, Bridget Kelly,
and ex-Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey deputy director, Bill
Baroni, a former state senator, were
charged on Friday with a total of
nine criminal counts, including con-
spiracy and fraud, U.S. Attorney for
New Jersey Paul Fishman said.

The charges come after David
Wildstein, a Port Authority appointee,
pleaded guilty earlier on Friday to one
charge of conspiracy to commit fraud
and one civil rights violation.

Mr. Fishman said the three “agreed” to
“carry out a vendetta and exact retribu-
tion” against the Democratic mayor of
Fort Lee for not endorsing Gov. Christie.

Ms. Kelly, in stating her innocence,
said, “David Wildstein is a liar.”

Mr. Fishman indicated the gover-
nor would likely avoid any criminal
charges. “Based on the evidence that
is currently available to us, we’re not
going to charge anybody else in this
scheme,” he told reporters.

Gov. Christie reitterated on Twitter that
he had “no knowledge or involvement in
the planning or execution of this act.”

On Monday, Judge Susan D.
Wigenton set bail for Kelly and
Baroni at $150,000 each and or-
dered them to stay in the Continen-
tal United States, polickernj.com has
reported. The judge set the date for
trial for July 7th.

Lawmakers Call for Revised
Water Supply Master Plan

Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th) has
joined Reps. Bill Pascrell, Jr. (D-
9th), Albio Sires (D-8th) and Bonnie
Watson Coleman (D-12th), in urging
Governor Chris Christie to revise the
outdated New Jersey Statewide Wa-
ter Supply Master Plan (NJSWSP).
The last major reconsideration of the
plan was adopted in 1996 under Gov-
ernor Christine Todd Whitman, ac-
cording to a press release from Rep.
Pallone’s office.

“In a time of limited public re-
sources, governmental decisions
regarding the investment of pub-
lic funds must be guided by an
informed, efficient and effective
plan of action which maximizes
the benefit and minimizes waste.
A plan to guide such decision
making is critical, and today in
New Jersey, absent,” according to
the lawmakers.

Fiorina, Carson, Huckabee Join
GOP Presidential Field

The Republican field of White
House hopefuls expanded this week
with the addition of former Hewlett-
Packard Co. executive Carly Fiorina,
retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson and
former Arkansas Governor Mike
Huckabee.

They are considered underdogs in a
campaign expected to feature former
Florida Governor Jeb Bush and Wiscon-
sin Governor Scott Walker. Florida  U.S.
Senator Marco Rubio and Texas U.S.
Senator Ted Cruz launched their cam-
paigns in recent weeks.

Ms. Fiorina when ran for the U.S.
Senate in California in 2010, losing
to incumbent Sen. Barbara Boxer (D).

Christie Conditional
Vetoes Pay-to-Play Bill

Governor Chris Christie on Mon-
day issued a conditional veto on a bill
that would have expanded the state's
pay-to-play rules and required the
state to disclose fees paid to outside
investment managers, NJ Advance
Media has reported.

The Governor’s action struck down
lawmakers' efforts to block agree-
ments with investment firms whose
management professionals have
made political contributions to New
Jersey candidates' national political
committees. He also made changes
to disclosure requirements.

"He gutted it," state Sen. Shirley Turner
(D-Mercer) told NJ Advance Media.
"The conditional veto is really nothing
more than a fig leaf to cover up for the
fact that he doesn't want to provide total
transparency and accountability."

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•
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THE WESTFIELD FOUNDATION 
Improving and 

enhancing the quality 

of life in Westfield 

since 1975! 

..for good…for ever…for Westfield 

Thank you for your donations!  
Since our inception in 1975,  

the Westfield Foundation has granted  
more than $5.7 million  

to local charities and organizations. 

Recipients have included: 
 

Roots & Wings 
Imagine 

Literacy Volunteers of Union County 
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad 

NJ Intergenerational Orchestra 
Hedgehog & Feather Theatre Company 

Please consider making a tax-deductible donation by contacting  
Ms. Betsy Chance, Executive Director, at 908-233-9787  

or by email: foundation@westfieldnj.com. 

Further information about the Foundation can be found at: 
www.thewestfieldfoundation.com

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

2nd Garwood Rocks!
Slated for June 7th

Christie Poll Numbers Take
Hit In Latest Survey

www.goleader.com

GARWOOD — The second annual
Garwood Rocks! street fair will be held
Sunday, June 7, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The fair will feature a live stage, with
numerous bands, entertainment, ven-
dors, festival foods and amusement
rides and classic car show. The event is
presented by the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce. Center Street
will be closed to traffic from South
Avenue to Unami Park. The live music
will be presented by Crossroads.

Many artisans and crafters will be
displaying paintings, pottery, pho-
tography, handmade jewelry, furni-
ture and many other gifts. Food ven-
dors will be selling culinary delights.
Strolling entertainment will entertain
festival goers.

There will be a KidZone with rides
and activities by the Garwood Fam-
ily Y at Locust Avenue and a Kids
Running Obstacle Course at Unami
Park.

NEW PROVIDENCE – Union
County’s mobile paper-shredding
program for personal, confidential
documents will be available on Sat-
urday, May 9, at Alcatel/Lucent in
New Providence, located at 600
Mountain Avenue in New Providence.

NEXCUT Shredding of Elizabeth
will be shredding documents at the
sites from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or
shine. The shredding events will end
before 1 p.m. if the shredding truck
reaches capacity.

All Union County residents are
eligible to use the paper-shredding
service. There is a limit of four, 10-
pound bags or boxes per person.
Documents should not be bound with
plastic binders and paperclips re-
moved. Paper that is wet/damp will
not be accepted. Residents should
continue to recycle non-confidential
papers and magazines with their

municipal recycling program.
The next shredding event will be

Saturday, May 16, on the Union
County College campus in Cranford.

The mobile shredding program is
paid for through New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
Recycling Enhancement Act Grant
Funds. For more information about
future events or directions, please
call the Recycling Hotline at (908)
654-9889 or visit www.ucnj.org/re-
cycle .

STATE — Governor Chris
Christie’s ratings have taken a sig-
nificant hit in the Monmouth Uni-
versity Poll, with most New
Jerseyans inclined to believe that he
was actually involved in the deci-
sion to close toll lanes on the George
Washington Bridge in 2013 or at
least that he knew about it at the
time. The first poll taken since the
U.S. Attorney announced charges in
the Bridgegate case also found that
just one-in-10 Garden State residents
believe that the three individuals
indicted in the scheme were the only
ones involved.

Gov. Christie’s overall job rating
currently stands at 35 percent ap-
prove to 54 percent disapprove among
New Jersey residents and 35 percent
approve to 56 percent disapprove
among the state’s registered voters.
In February, his job rating stood at 48
percent approve to 44 percent disap-
prove among all residents and 47
percent approve to 46 percent disap-
prove among voters. The governor’s
job approval rating in the poll once
stood as high as 70 percent – that was
in February 2013 following
Superstorm Sandy.

The poll found that more than two-
in-three New Jerseyans (69 percent)
feel Gov. Christie has not been com-
pletely honest about what he knew.
Just 23 percent say he has come clean.
However, a majority of Garden State
Republicans (52 percent) now say
that Gov. Christie has not been com-
pletely honest and just 39 percent

believe he has.
Specifically, 56 percent of all

New Jerseyans think that Christie
knew about the lane closures as
they were happening in September
2013 and just 33 percent say he
learned about them sometime later.
Majorities of state Democrats (71
percent) and independents (55 per-
cent) say Christie was aware, but
only 35 percent of Republicans
agree.

Half of state residents (50 per-
cent) also feel that the governor
was personally involved in the de-
cision to close the toll lanes, while
just 34 percent say he was not in-
volved.

The poll found nearly half (49 per-
cent) of New Jerseyans believe that
the alleged reason for the lane clo-
sures – retaliation against a local of-
ficial who would not support the gov-
ernor – was “politics as usual” in the
Christie administration.

The Monmouth University Poll
was conducted by telephone with
500 New Jersey adults, including
441 registered voters, from May 1 to
3, 2015. The total sample has a mar-
gin of error of + 4.4 percent and the
registered voter sample has a margin
of error of + 4.7 percent.

Mold Workshops
Announced by County
COUNTY – A new date has been

added to the ongoing series of free
mold removal workshops being of-
fered this spring by Union County.

At the free workshops, an experi-
enced health and safety trainer dem-
onstrates how to identify and safely
remove mold from a home.

The new date is Thursday, May 28,
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., at the Rahway
Public Library.

Residents are welcome to attend
any workshop in the series on a walk-
in basis. Those who pre-register will
receive a free mold mitigation kit and
a moisture meter worth $75.

The remaining workshops still be
accepting walk-ins and pre-registra-
tions are: Township Courthouse, 1409
Liberty Avenue, Hillside, on May 11,
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Rahway Public
Library, 2 City Hall Plaza, on May 28,
from 6 to 8 p.m.; Cranford Commu-
nity Center, 220 Walnut Avenue, on
June 6, from 10 a.m. to noon.

To pre-register, contact Andrea
Navas, public health planner, at (908)
518-5630 or UCHEALTH@ucnj.org.


