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Cranford to Memorialize Old Peppy

 Preferred Invisalign Provider“ ”We offer a 12 month interest free payment plan for Invisalign patients.

Special Offer for New Patients:

Custom Take-Home Whitening Kit
for $75. We’d love to meet you!

No purchase of other services required. 

For the past five years, Dr. Arida been 
voted One of America’s Top Dentists“

”— Consumer Research Council of America

Extended Hours Available! Early Morning, Late Evenings & Saturdays for your convenience
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All Dentistry Done In Dr. Arida's Office

Dentistry Tailored to Your Family
For your convenience, we have equipped our practice with the resources and staff to care for your

entire family at the same time. Call and set up appointments for your entire family and we will

coordinate our professionals to service all your dental needs at that one appointment in the minimum

amount of time. Also, with our second location, we have a doctor available for emergencies and

regular treatment nearly sixty hours a week from Monday to Saturday.

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry • No Interest Financing • Dental Implants Placed & Restored

Zoom Laser Whitening • Laser Dentistry • Digital X-Rays • Computerized Decay Detection

Wisdom Tooth Extraction • Coffee / Juice Bar • Emergencies Welcome

New Location!
45 Smull Ave
Caldwell
973.228.0200

Off-street parking!
131 S. Euclid Ave

Westfield
908.654.6262

www.drarida.com

30 Years in Practice

Placed in our office

‘One-Stop’ Election Service
Available for Primary

ON THE TRAIL IN WESTFIELD... Local businessman Ron Shovlin, left, meets
with Republican candidates for Union County Freeholder, from left to right,
Rene Dierkes, Rich Fortunato and Joseph Bonilla at the Westfield Spring Fling
on Sunday.

Authors and Hospital Benefactors
Gather for Literary Luncheon

HOSPITAL BENEFIT... The Children’s Specialized Hospital Friends hosted a literary luncheon at Canoe Brook Country
Club on April 30 to benefit the hospital’s Friday Night Fever program for teens with disabilities. Pictured, from left to right,
are: James Mottola, retired Secret Service agent; Jennifer E. Smith, author; TJ O'Connor, author; Gene Jannotti, Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce executive director; Gail Sloan, event chairwoman; Marta McDowell, author; Dan  Spriggs,
retired Secret Service Agent; Carolyn Parr, author; Jerry Parr, author and retired Secret Service Agent, and Tom Sloan,
retired Secret Service agent.

SUMMIT -- The Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital Friends hosted a
literary luncheon held at Canoe Brook
Country Club in Summit on April 30.
The event, which benefited the
hospital’s Friday Night Fever pro-
gram for teens with disabilities, was
chaired by Gail Sloan, with commit-
tee members, Joan Murray, Marilyn
Zocca, Joan Blake, Carolyn Cordeiro,
Dorothy Teller, Fran Lemberg, Su-
san Grates, Kerry Kowitt and Roberta
Smith. Tom Sloan arranged for two
of the authors and Peter Murray as-
sisted with the Program Book.

The featured authors included Jen-
nifer E. Smith, The Statistical Prob-
ability of Love at First Sight; TJ
O’Connor, Dying to Know; Marta
McDowell, Beatrix Potter’s Garden-

ing Life; and, Jerry Parr with Carolyn
Parr, In the Secret Service. Guests
were treated to distinct and entertain-
ing presentations by the authors, fol-
lowed by book sales and signing.
Special thanks to The Town Book
Store of Westfield, event emcee, Gene
Jannotti of the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce and the many
local businesses who supported the
silent auction.

Secret Service Agent Jerry Parr
and his wife, Carolyn, held the audi-
ence spellbound when they read from
his book describing the moments
saving President Ronald Reagan’s
life when the President was shot by
John Hinckley. Jennifer E. Smith’s
book will soon be released as a movie
starring Hailee Steinfeld.

COUNTY - Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has announced that a
“One-Stop” election service is available
for Union County voters at the Westfield
and Elizabeth offices of the County Clerk.

“Eligible voters are able to apply
for a Vote-By-Mail ballot for the New
Jersey Primary Election in person at
either of my offices, receive their bal-
lot and cast the ballot at the same
time,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “This one-
stop voting service is available at my
Westfield office as well as at the main
office in Elizabeth. The deadline to
apply for Vote-By-Mail for the June 2
Primary Election is May 26 by mail-in
application; the deadline to apply in
person is Monday, June 1 by 3 p.m.”

“The service in Westfield and Eliza-
beth makes voting more accessible,
particularly at the Westfield office
with its convenient Saturday office
hours and evening hours during the
week,” Ms. Rajoppi added. “With the
important June 2 Primary Election
for State Assembly, county and mu-
nicipal offices approaching quickly,
my office is working to make the
voting process as fast and convenient
as we can for everyone who is regis-
tered to vote.”

Vote-By-Mail is an easy, secure
process that has replaced the Absen-
tee Ballot. Voters do not need to give
a reason why they wish to Vote-By-
Mail. To obtain an application form,
voters also may pick up the form at
their local municipal building; they
can download the form at the Union
County Clerk’s website:
www.ucnj.org/vote-by-mail or on the

free, downloadable Union County NJ
Votes app; or they can contact the
Union County Clerk at (908) 527-
4996. The clerk’s website also in-
cludes a video that explains how to fill
out the Vote-By-Mail application form.

The County Clerk’s Westfield An-
nex is located in the Colleen Fraser
Building, 300 North Avenue East,
Westfield. Office hours are 8 a.m. to
7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays; and 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.

The main office is located at the
Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad
Street, Room 113, Elizabeth. Regular
office hours in Elizabeth are Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Police Find Missing
Westfield Man, 75

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Police Department have found a miss-
ing man, 75-year-old James Flynn of
Westfield.

Mr. Flynn was reported missing
from his residence on the 400 block
of West Broad Street in Westfield late
on April 29. Mr. Flynn’s daughter
spoke with him at 5:30 p.m. that day
and planned to meet him at his resi-
dence, but when she arrived he was
missing and he has not been heard
from since.

Mr. Flynn suffers from dementia
and may not have known how to get
back home.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee is seeking in-
put from residents for an appropriate
memorial to the Cranford Pepperidge
tree. “Old Peppy” was removed two
weeks after the Township Committee
concluded that public safety had to
be the first priority and experts
deemed the tree was no longer safe,
according to a press release submit-
ted by the township.

The historic tree, located in a recre-

ational park, was damaged in 2010
when one-third of its crown collapsed.
Cables had supported that portion of
the tree after previous damage had
been noticed on the main limb. The
cable system was no match for the
weight of the limb and snapped during
a storm. That portion of the tree fell,
crushing the fence below. Since then,
nine reports have been written regard-
ing the condition of the tree, but no
action to save the tree was taken by
previous Township Committees.

Last fall, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor contacted tree expert Neil
Hendrickson for an update on the condi-
tion of the tree. Two reports written in
October and December of last year indi-
cated the tree had deteriorated further.

Mr. Hendrickson’s final report
stated, “Because of the large limb
failure, there has been substantial
strength loss, meaning that less load
than the tree previously endured could
cause failure. Put in tree risk terms,
without some action, the likelihood
of failure is between possible to prob-
able in, say, a three-year period.”

Although Mr. Hendrickson pro-
posed several alternatives to
remediate the tree, those efforts would
fundamentally change the tree and
make it unrecognizable as the sym-

bol the residents love. Even with
remediation, the latest report stated, “With
trees this old, and with a compromised
structure, there are no guarantees.”

As a long-time resident of
Cranford, Commissioner O’Connor
was saddened by the loss of the tree.

“Originally, I had hoped to save the
tree, but the overwhelming evidence that
the tree was a risk to public safety changed
my mind. Now it’s time for the commu-
nity to come together and build a fitting
memorial to ‘Old Peppy,’” she said.

Knowing that the tree was in dire
straights, arborists several years ago
cut saplings and planted them in a
number of areas in town. Cranford
Mayor Andis Kalnins said, “Lincoln
Park is now home to one of Peppy’s
most vibrant offshoots. This new gen-
eration tree will grace the park for
years to come. It’s the continuation
of Old Peppy’s legacy. “

Commissioner Robert D’Ambola will
be spearheading the efforts to create a
memorial from the remains of the tree.
The Township Committee plans to work
with the recreation and parks depart-
ments, and the Cranford Public School
System throughout the process. Recom-
mendations from the public can be placed
in suggestion boxes at the Cranford Li-
brary and Community Center.

Watson Coleman:
Nat’l Teacher Day

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th)
issued the following statement in
honor of National Teacher Day on
Tuesday:

“Teachers are the linchpin of any
community. We entrust them with
cultivating the minds of our children,
serving as positive role models for
young people, and preparing the next
generation to take on the world. These
responsibilities are invaluable, but
often under appreciated. Each year,
National Teacher Day gives us an
opportunity to express our gratitude
to educators for their tireless and
selfless work...”

200 More Airport Jobs
For County Residents
COUNTY -- Union County has

announced another job partnership
with AirServ for 200 new full-time
positions. AirServ provides ground
services at Newark-Liberty Interna-
tional Airport, including cargo, clean-
ing, transportation, passenger ser-
vices, ramp handling and security.

Union County’s One-Stop Career
Centers matches employers with job
seekers, partly by pre-screening pools
of qualified applicants. Those inter-
ested in applying filled out their ap-
plications and underwent background
checks with drug testing at the Union
County College campus in Elizabeth.

Qualified applicants will begin a
soft skills training course in prepara-
tion for employment, through the 40-
hour Employability Skills Curricu-
lum developed at Union County Col-
lege. Businesses looking for quali-
fied job applicants in Union County
can contact Antonio Rivera, director
of the Union County Workforce In-
vestment Board, at (908) 527-4195
or arivera@ucnj.org, or visit ucnj.org/
wib.


