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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands  

and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social 

Worker at no charge

Homewatch CareGivers Professional Staff 
Raising the bar in homecare every day!

(908) 448-2230
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ROBERT ALGARIN
ARCHITECT

225 LENOX AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
PH:  908-232-2225
FAX:  908-753-0235

Residential Commercial Certified Kitchen Designer
Creative problem solving through thoughtful
design and personal service

LICENSED NJ/NY/NCARB CERTIFIED www.robertalgarinarchitect.com

LEED Green Associate

Freeholders Hear Con,
Pro Comments on Field
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
freeholder board was met Thursday
night by opponents of a turf field with
lights and bleachers at Rahway River
Park and members of the Communi-
cations Workers of America Local
1080 who are upset by what they
deem is unfair treatment of them as
contract talks continue with social ser-
vices employees.

Rahway River Park plans call for
the replacement of the grass field with
a turf field, track and lights paid for by
the county. Bleachers to seat 1,200
persons, team pavilions, a public ad-
dress system, scoreboard, restroom
facilities, concession stand and a press
box would be paid for by Rahway. The
county portion in preliminary plans
was $2.6 million with Rahway paying
$2.3 million. The facility would be-
come the new home for the Rahway
High School football team, which
currently plays at Veterans Field, which
often floods in heavy rainstorms.

Barbara Majewski of Rahway said
people she has spoken with at the park
were unaware of the county’s plans
for the park. “Taking over the only
green space we have is not moving
forward,” she said of the project.

Bob Carson of Rahway added that
the county’s and City of Rahway’s
proposal also includes a public ad-
dress system and a press box. He said
he has been having trouble getting
details on the project.

“So this process is going on behind
our backs with our tax dollars being
appropriated...It is not a Democratic
way to proceed,” Mr. Carson said.

Jeff Freeman of Rahway said he
“loves this park,” saying visiting the
park helps reduce stress. Noting a
county handout on the project that
said no additional parking is planned
for the park, he questioned where the
extra cars will go. He said he counted
177 cars parked near the park on a
recent weekday. He said the park cur-
rently is fully utilized.

Not all residents were opposed to
the Rahway River Park facility. An-
other Rahway resident said, “I think
this is something that the kids in our

community need. I think this is some-
thing that all the kids in Union County
need,” saying it will “open up oppor-
tunities for all the kids that play there.”

Patricia Volino of Rahway, a former
15-year Rahway High School track
coach and a now a vice-principal at the
high school, said, “We are so thankful
that this is coming. We were so excited
when we read about the opportunity.
And this is simply putting the athletic
teams of Rahway on an equal playing
field with almost every other township
in the county. There are very few that
don’t have this type of facility.”

Another woman said the objections
raised by opponents are not that of
providing the field and the track for
athletes, but the extras such as the
restroom facility, lighting, and the
concession stand.

On the CWA 1080 contract, a social
worker called a contract proposal from
the county “discourageable” and said
that union members were treated “dis-
gracefully.”

Jeff Robinson of Rahway, a social
services employee, said the county is
demanding that 14 workers be re-
moved from the CWA Local 1080
bargaining unit because of their job
title specifications. He called the ac-
tion “baffling.”

“We feel this is an attack on our
local,” he stated, saying it borders on
“union busting.”

On another matter, Garwood Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco said she hoped
the borough would be considered as
part of the county’s new $1.5-million
infrastructure grant for towns. She
said she hopes the grant will grow in
future years, noting that Cranford is
doing about $4 million in road work
this year.

Garwood Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli said the county saved
Garwood $30,000 through the digita-
lization of county maps, a project the
borough had been looking at doing.

During freeholder comments, Free-
holder Chris Hudak said there are no
drawings yet for the Rahway River
Park project and that once there is a
public meeting will be held. Free-
holder Chairman Mohamed Jalloh
previously said a public forum would
be held in Rahway once plans are
completed for the complex. “So I
would ask for patience,” Freeholder
Hudak said.

Several Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools students spoke in
favor of non-tenured teachers who
were given pink slips by the district.
Freeholder Linda Carter, a teacher
herself in another county, said this is
part of the process by school districts,
as it happened to her.

Freeholder Al Mirabella said he
was concerned over tactics being con-
sidered by the teachers union such as
not participating in the vo-tech gradu-
ation this year or not writing early
student college recommendations this
year. He said he is concerned “that
our students are being used for lever-
aging” by the union. He said teachers
should “bargain professionally across
the table and not involve students.”

None of the freeholders would dis-
cuss the CWA contract as it was still
in negotiations, with Freeholder Bruce
Bergen saying, “hopefully this pro-
cess will move forward and a fair,
equitable contract” will be reached.

READING THE GREENS...Twelve golfers from the Westfield area, reading The
Westfield Leader, participate in the annual Cozzolina Invitational Tournament of
five days of competitive golf. Playing 108 holes, the courses included Hidden
Creek in Egg Harbor Township; Cape May National; River Run, Lighthouse
Sound, War Admiral, and Man O War in Ocean City, Md.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOLD OUT!...  The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation held its first annual Tricky
Tray Fundraiser at Saint Bartholomew's Academy last Friday in Scotch Plains.

tised in The Star-Ledger. He noted
that among the 44 receiving their
pink slips were a single mom who
just bought a house, a teacher who
suffered a stroke and heart failure
within the last year, and “one guy
who was just hired on May 1 as a
supermarket teacher who got laid
off before he even started.”

Mr. DiIorio thanked so many who
were supporting the teachers and
especially thanked the students for
their support, noting that students
have been coming to school wear-
ing red in support since the pink
slips were first issued. He added
that the teachers did not solicit the
students or their parents for their
support, but was appreciative of it.

Many students spoke in favor of
the teachers, noting how many had
gone out of their way to help stu-
dents. One such student, Evan
Pasternak of Scotch Plains, who
attends the Academy for Informa-
tion Technology (AIT) and will at-
tend Yale in the fall, spoke of the
teachers and of his guidance coun-
selor going above and beyond to
help him after he underwent exten-
sive surgery. He attributed his abil-
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County Vo-Tech
ity to keep up with his school work
to teachers Skyping him, saying
that one teacher even came to his
house to work with him for two
hours when Skype was down.

For over two hours many parents
and teachers questioned the tactics
of the pink-slip distribution and
pleaded with the superintendent and
board members to reconsider.

Superintendent Peter Capodice
stated that the pink slips were given
because of a $400,000 deficit in the
budget and did acknowledge that
advertisements in The Star-Ledger
for the open positions did come out
before the actual pink slips were
delivered.

He noted the district was dili-
gently working on the master sched-
ule for next year and that it was
almost finished. He said that when
the master schedule came out some
teaching positions may be re-in-
stated. He stated that it was all based
on the needs of the district.

Board President Jane Lorber said
all that was said by all parents,
students and teachers  would be
taken into consideration by board
members.

The next meeting for the district
is scheduled for Thursday, May 18,
at 6 p.m., at 1776 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains.
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Wawa
according to sketches displayed at
last week’s hearing, via Route 22 and
Glenside Avenue.

Ms. Kiedaisch said deliveries of
dairy products and groceries typi-
cally occur between three and five
times per week while gasoline deliv-
eries, which would be triggered by
automatic sensors inside three 22,000-
gallon underground tanks, could be
as frequent as once a day, depending
on the need. She said fuel deliveries
could possibly occur during the over-
night hours.

A number of residents who live on
streets adjacent to or nearby the site
sharply questioned Ms. Kiedaisch
about matters ranging from the po-
tential for armed robberies at the site
to trash blowing into neighbors’ yards
to excessive noise to why Wawa se-
lected the Sanguiliano property for
its proposed store and gas station.
She repeatedly told residents that
many answers to their questions would
be provided later in the proceedings
by Wawa’s engineer, planner, traffic-
study expert and others.

SPF BOE Unanimously
OKs School Budget

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Board of edu-
cation members approved the 2015-
2016 school budget of $86,360,285
after a public hearing held last Thurs-
day evening.

The school budget, which has been
introduced already in previous months,
has a local tax levy of $81,930,358. It
represents an operating budget with an
increase of $2,419,785 from the 2014-
2015 budget which does fall within the
2 percent cap mandated by state law.
The total budget including debt service
is $90,187,580, according to the school
board’s budget published in the April
23rd issue of The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times.

According to the budget report, in
Scotch Plains the tax levy amounts to
$65,484,279 which translates into a
3.73 percent increase in taxes on an
average accessed home of $121,600.
The report added that the tax impact
per home, based on the assessment
translates into a hike of $285.48 or

$23.79 per month.
In Fanwood the tax levy is now

$18,027,754 for the upcoming year
and represents a percentage increase of
.79 percent on an average assessed
home of $84,721. This translates to an
increase of $51.96 or $4.33 per month.

According to Business Administra-
tor Deborah Saridaki, the new budget
supports seven new staffing positions
including a supervisor of special edu-
cation and a supervisor of elementary
education. It was also noted that the
budget will allow for textbook updates
for zoology, forensic science, social
studies for Grades 1 and 5, health books
for Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and elementary general music.
In addition, Mrs. Saridaki stated that
the budget will also “support teacher
professional development and security
improvements and paving.”

Other important noted changes in
the new budget included in Mrs.
Saridaki’s report was the increase in
medical benefits by 15.2 percent for
district employees and salary increases.

The report also noted that petitions
to run for a seat on the board of educa-
tion should be filed with the Union
County Clerk by 4 p.m. on Monday,
July 27.

In other business, Senior Ryan Piliego
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Technology Teacher Luis
Rodriguez did a brief demonstration
on a Three Dimensional Computer
Aided Design (CAD) printer to show
BOE members the projects that stu-
dents have been working on. Ryan,
who is set to attend Rowan University
in the fall to study computer and elec-
trical engineering, has been working
on projects to try to help make im-
provements in prosthetic hands for chil-
dren in need. Both teacher and student
noted that the projects worked on in
class are based on trying to help solve
problems and aid in real world needs.

Mr. Rodriguez noted that the pro-
gram could use another printer. He
stated that the original printer was at-
tained in 2013 and cost the district
$2,200.

The next board of education meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, May 12, at
7:30 p.m. in the administration build-
ing on Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street in Scotch Plains.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 5th of May 2015,
and that said Ordinance will be considered
for final adoption at a meeting of the said
Township Council to be held in the Council
Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on the 19th
day of May 2015 at 7:00 p.m., at which time
and place a public hearing will be held prior
to final passage of said Ordinance and all
interested persons will be given an oppor-
tunity to be heard concerning the same.
Copies of said Ordinance can be obtained
from the Township Clerk’s Office at any
time prior to final adoption at no cost to any
member of the general public who re-
quests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-9
An Ordinance to Repeal Ordinance No.

2015-02, Entitled “An Ordinance Abolish-
ing the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains and Establish-
ing a Department of Recreation for the
Township of Scotch Plains.”

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/7/15, The Times Fee: $27.17

dependence to make decisions.
The council will hold a public hear-

ing and vote on the ordinance to
overturn the earlier ordinance at its
Tuesday, May 19 meeting.

In other business, the council also
unanimously enacted a $3.4-million
capital bond ordinance that will fi-
nance expenditures on a variety of
projects, including equipment and
technology upgrades for the police
and fire departments, a new heating
and air-conditioning system at the
library, road improvements, vehicles
and equipment for the public works
and recreation departments, down-
town beautification efforts, park im-
provements and historic site upgrades.

The council will also consider
whether to switch emergency ser-
vices dispatch functions to the county,
whose headquarters are located on
North Avenue in Westfield. Union
County Public Safety Director An-
drew Moran and Dispatch Coordina-
tor Gareth Williams spoke on Tues-
day about the benefits of such a move,
which was undertaken five years ago
by Fanwood along with a number of
other municipalities in the county.
Mr. Mirabella said that currently, the
township relies on part-time dispatch-
ers and police officers to perform the
service, which costs the municipal
government nearly $320,000 annu-
ally.

Mr. Moran estimated that Fanwood
has saved about $400,000 since it
made the switch in 2010. Council
members seemed generally support-
ive, although Councilman Jones
asked for more details on the cost-
saving estimates and also asked that
other options — such as possibly
pairing dispatch efforts with a nearby
town such as Westfield, which is up-
grading its own dispatch facility —
be looked at.  Mayor Glover, though,
said that “we have a proven system in
place” with the county while Mrs.
Gialanella questioned whether the
Westfield option would be better than
moving dispatch services to the
county.
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SP Rec.

Brian Horton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STREET SMART... North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA)
Special Projects Manager Pam Fischer, right, briefs the Fanwood Borough
Council on a proposed "Street Smart NJ" program at Monday’s borough council
meeting. Looking on is NJTPA planner, Keith Hamas, center, and Fanwood
Police Lieutenant Francisco Marrero. The "Street Smart" program promotes
pedestrian safety.


