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Zoning Board to Resume
Wawa Hearing In June

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fanwood Borough Council
Introduces $9.9-Mun. Budget

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment will continue
what promises to be a lengthy series
of hearings into the summer on
whether to permit a Wawa conve-
nience store and gasoline station to
be built on the eastbound side of
Route 22.

Wawa is proposing to build its
5,500-square-foot facility at the cor-
ner of Glenside and Mountain Av-
enues and fronting on Route 22 on a
property that currently houses the

Sanguiliano Garden Center.
The first hearing, held last Thurs-

day in front of a standing-room-only
crowd that approached 150 people,
was ended abruptly after two hours
amidst a dispute over whether Wawa
had followed proper procedures in
seeking a waiver from having to file
an environmental impact statement
in connection with the project.

Ron Klaus, Wawa’s site engineer,
had just begun his testimony and noted
that Wawa was seeking the waiver
when Marc Rogoff — an attorney
representing John Lama, a Rolling

Knolls Road resident who objects to
the Wawa application — questioned
whether Wawa had complied with
local ordinances in seeking a waiver.
Mr. Rogoff said Wawa first needed to
have its waiver request submitted in
writing to the township environmen-
tal commission for its input before a
waiver could be granted by the town-
ship.

Mr. Klaus had maintained that a
waiver was justified because there
were no wetlands on the site and no
other environmental issues, but Mr.
Rogoff told the board that an environ-
mental impact statement would be
necessary to address matters such as
an increase in noise from the Wawa
site, the detrimental effects on the
neighborhood and the presence of
hazardous substances such as gaso-
line. Wawa’s team of attorneys, engi-
neers, company officials and others
conferred in a separate room for 20
minutes before returning and asking
the board to halt the hearing so that
the environmental commission could
first render an opinion on granting a
waiver. If the commission did not
grant such a request, then Wawa would
file the required statement, said
Wawa’s attorney, Joseph Paparo.

Zoning Board Chairman Anthony
Gialanella announced that the hear-
ing would resume at the board’s Thurs-
day, June 4 meeting.

Earlier in the evening, Lori
Kiedaisch, Wawa’s project engineer
for the proposed project, testified
about some of the operational aspects
of the plan. She said the facility would
be open 24 hours a day and would
feature a convenience store at the
eastern end of the property and eight
fuel-dispensing units, with two pumps
each, on the western side. Vehicles
would be able to access the property,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Staff, Students Address
Vo-Tech Bd. on Layoffs

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil, on Monday evening, introduced
their municipal budget for the com-
ing year. Officials also heard a pre-
sentation on pedestrian safety and a
proposal to begin a community gar-
den.

The proposed budget of $9,970,763
is up from last year’s $9,696,830.
The average municipal tax bill per
home will increase from last year’s
$2,270.03 to $2,300.27, a $30 hike.
This will result in an increase of $131
to the average homeowner, said Fred
Tomkins, the borough’s chief finan-
cial officer.

Two representatives from the North
Jersey Transportation Planning Au-
thority, Pam Fischer, a special projects
manager, and Keith Hamas, a plan-
ner, who said they were responding
to a request for assistance from the
borough, made a presentation on
BeStreetSmartNJ.org.

The program is designed to better
protect pedestrians through educa-
tion, enforcement and community
awareness and involvement. Lieu-

tenant Frank Marrero said the Fan-
wood Police Department is anxious
to take part in the program. Ms.
Fischer said it is possible for the
borough to apply for state and federal
grants to help implement a program
to make the residents aware of pedes-
trian safety practices. Part of the pro-
gram would be to implement highly-
visible signage to direct and warn
pedestrians of danger. Ms. Fischer
said last year 11 pedestrians were in
accidents in Fanwood. Part of the
program includes guidelines for mo-
torists, which includes stopping for
pedestrians and obeying speed lim-
its.

The goal of the program, Ms.
Fischer said, is to involve the schools,
the Chamber of Commerce and other
civic groups to promote pedestrian
safety. Ms. Fischer also said the num-
ber of pedestrian fatalities in New
Jersey is nearly twice the national
average. Mayor Colleen Mahr said,
“It is particularly important, now that
school will be out soon and children
will be using bicycles.”

In other business, two local resi-
dents, Maggie Savoca and Patrice Barth,
proposed the idea of creating a com-
munity garden, possibly in Carriage
House Park, which would allow resi-
dents to rent space to grow their own
organic vegetables. The women said
they would like to see at least an acre
used for the garden. They also said a
landscape architect would be needed.

Mayor Mahr was enthusiastic about
the proposal, and said, “I think it’s a
great idea.” The council and the
women agreed that more planning
must be done to implement the plans
for the garden.

The next council meeting will be
on Monday, May 18, at 7 p.m., at the
municipal building, located at 75
North Martine Avenue.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Amidst a sea
of red-shirted supporters of the
Union County Vocational Technical
Schools (UCVTS) teachers, the
district’s school board held its
monthly meeting Monday evening.
The crowd, which extended to the
perimeter of the room and back out
into the hallways, included teach-
ers, students, parents, area residents
and supporters of teachers within
the district’s five schools. Last week,
44 non-tenured teachers were given
pink slips for the upcoming school
year. This past school year, teachers
worked under an expired contract.

Approximately 110 tenured
teaching positions were approved
from the reappointment roster as
well as six secretarial positions, 11
custodial/maintenance positions
and three cafeteria positions. In
addition, six non-tenured adminis-
trative staff positions were approved
as well as an additional eight non-
tenured support staff positions. One

administrative staff position was
eligible for tenure.

Many part-time appointments
also were approved, including test
proctors, a financial aid consultant,
an evening secretary, dance adjudi-
cators, substitute teachers and stu-
dent interns.

Afterwards more than 30 people
spoke during the public portion of
the meeting regarding their disap-
proval of the 44 pink slips.

The first to speak was Ted DiIorio,
a baking and pastry teacher at the
vocational-technical school, who
noted that he had been the union
representative for the teachers many
years ago. He stated, “I don’t know
what has happened in the district
but I would like to get it back to
where it used to be.” He noted that
he had been a teacher at the vo-tech
for 20 years and had “never seen 44
people get laid off at one time.” He
also stated that many of the 44 teach-
ers who were laid off first found out
about it by seeing their job adver-

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOOD AS GOLD...Pictured from left to right, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders Emendo Thomas, Merlin Edmond, Ray
Walker and Kobe White won the 4x100 meter relay in a personal record time of 42.91 at the Union County Relays at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on April 30.
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Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL DRESSED UP WITH SOMEPLACE TO GO... A pre-prom party was held
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School junior prom on May 1st.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STANDING-ROOM ONLY…The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment
began a hearing last Thursday, in front of a standing-room-only crowd that
approached 150 people, for a proposed Wawa convenience store and gasoline
station to be built on the eastbound side of Route 22 on property that currently
houses the Sanguiliano Garden Center. The hearing will resume on Thursday,
June 4.

Brian Horton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUDGET TALKING POINTS... Fanwood Chief Financial Officer Fred Tomkins
briefs borough council members and Mayor Colleen Mahr on the borough's new
budget at a council meeting on Monday night.

Special Edition
Of the Newspapers

Each spring, we provide this spe-
cial newspaper edition and include
a copy of our annual This Is Westfield
publication. We hope you enjoy it.

Every resident in Westfield is pro-
vided with this edition along with
our regular subscribers in other
towns. We do this to enhance aware-
ness and promote subscriptions.
Please subscribe at goleader.com/
subscribe.

Regards,
Horace Corbin, Publisher

Council to Revoke Ordinance
Abolishing Rec. Commission

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Seven weeks
after enacting an ordinance abolish-
ing the recreation commission, the
township council on Tuesday took
the first step towards reversing that
move.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day, the council introduced an ordi-
nance that will repeal the ordinance
that was approved on March 17 to
eliminate the commission, which was

established in the late 1940s. Backers
at the time said replacing the com-
mission with a committee would
streamline municipal operations by
having the township recreation di-
rector report directly to the township
manager rather than to the commis-
sion itself. At the public hearing prior
to the council’s 4-to-1 vote in March,
several representatives of local youth
sports leagues spoke in opposition to
the move.

Three weeks later, backers of the
recreation commission delivered a
petition calling for a voter referen-
dum to restore the commission, a
vote that would take place in July and
cost the township about $45,000.

On Tuesday, council members were
united in opposing the holding of an
election, agreeing with Township
Manager Al Mirabella that it was
“not prudent” to spend that sum of
money on a mid-summer election.
“We’ve spent entirely too much time”
on the issue, said Deputy Mayor Col-
leen Gialanella, who added that while
she still felt a recreation committee
would have been a “better way to
deliver services,” the council had
failed to make its case with the public
that was full of “uneasiness and mis-
trust.

Mayor Kevin Glover blamed local

politics for much of the controversy,
saying that commission backers and
those promoting the petition had en-
gaged in “lies” and “deceiving their
fellow neighbors” about the March
ordinance. He noted a letter from
township Republican Party Chairman
Alexander Smith to residents alert-
ing them about the recreation com-
mission issue and then inviting re-
cipients of the letter to a Republican
Party event.

Mr. Mirabella said he continued to
believe abolishing the commission
and having the recreation director
report directly to him was still “the
right structure and strategy.” He said
he was “frustrated” by what he de-
scribed as “inaccuracies” put forth
by commission backers about issues
such as possible loss of field access
and charging user fees for field use.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones, the
sole Republican on the governing
body and the lone member to vote
against the abolishment ordinance in
March, said keeping the commission
as is was “important for checks and
balances” and because it “helps keep
politics out of recreation.” He noted,
for instance, that commission mem-
bers’ terms are for five years, which
he said provides them with more in-


