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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands  

and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social 

Worker at no charge

Homewatch CareGivers Professional Staff 
Raising the bar in homecare every day!

(908) 448-2230
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Insuring your home & auto 
together should be a no-brainer. 
(Just think of all the money you'll save).

Insure your home & car with 
Allstate, and I can help you save on 
both policies. Call me today.

���������	

���������

519 South Ave West
Westfield
ronbansky@allstate.com

Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications. Discount 
amount may be lower.  Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Bridgewater, NJ Northbrook, IL. © 
2009 Allstate Insurance Co. 13
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ROBERT ALGARIN
ARCHITECT

225 LENOX AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
PH:  908-232-2225
FAX:  908-753-0235

Residential Commercial Certified Kitchen Designer
Creative problem solving through thoughtful
design and personal service

LICENSED NJ/NY/NCARB CERTIFIED www.robertalgarinarchitect.com

LEED Green Associate

Staff, Students Address
Vo-Tech Bd. on Layoffs

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Amidst a sea of
red-shirted supporters of the Union
County Vocational Technical Schools
(UCVTS) teachers, the district’s school
board held its monthly meeting Mon-
day evening. The crowd, which ex-
tended to the perimeter of the room and
back out into the hallways, included
teachers, students, parents, area resi-
dents and supporters of teachers within
the district’s five schools. Last week,
44 non-tenured teachers were given
pink slips for the upcoming school year.
This past school year, teachers worked
under an expired contract.

Approximately 110 tenured teach-
ing positions were approved from the
reappointment roster as well as six sec-
retarial positions, 11 custodial/mainte-
nance positions and three cafeteria po-
sitions. In addition, six non-tenured
administrative staff positions were ap-
proved as well as an additional eight
non-tenured support staff positions. One
administrative staff position was eli-
gible for tenure.

Many part-time appointments also
were approved, including test proctors,
a financial aid consultant, an evening
secretary, dance adjudicators, substi-
tute teachers and student interns.

Afterwards more than 30 people
spoke during the public portion of the
meeting regarding their disapproval of
the 44 pink slips.

The first to speak was Ted DiIorio, a
baking and pastry teacher at the voca-
tional-technical school, who noted that
he had been the union representative
for the teachers many years ago. He
stated, “I don’t know what has hap-
pened in the district but I would like to
get it back to where it used to be.” He
noted that he had been a teacher at the
vo-tech for 20 years and had “never
seen 44 people get laid off at one time.”
He also stated that many of the 44
teachers who were laid off first found
out about it by seeing their job adver-
tised in The Star-Ledger. He noted that
among the 44 receiving their pink slips
were a single mom who just bought a
house, a teacher who suffered a stroke
and heart failure within the last year,
and “one guy who was just hired on
May 1 as a supermarket teacher who
got laid off before he even started.”

Mr. DiIorio thanked so many who
were supporting the teachers and espe-
cially thanked the students for their
support, noting that students have been
coming to school wearing red in sup-
port since the pink slips were first is-
sued. He added that the teachers did not
solicit the students or their parents for
their support, but was appreciative of
it.

Many students spoke in favor of the
teachers, noting how many had gone
out of their way to help students. One
such student, Evan Pasternak of Scotch
Plains, who attends the Academy for
Information Technology (AIT) and will
attend Yale in the fall, spoke of the
teachers and of his guidance counselor
going above and beyond to help him
after he underwent extensive surgery.
He attributed his ability to keep up with
his school work to teachers Skyping
him, saying that one teacher even came
to his house to work with him for two
hours when Skype was down.

For over two hours many parents and
teachers questioned the tactics of the
pink-slip distribution and pleaded with
the superintendent and board members
to reconsider.

Superintendent Peter Capodice stated
that the pink slips were given because
of a $400,000 deficit in the budget and
did acknowledge that advertisements
in The Star-Ledger for the open posi-
tions did come out before the actual

pink slips were delivered.
He noted the district was diligently

working on the master schedule for
next year and that it was almost fin-
ished. He said that when the master
schedule came out some teaching posi-
tions may be re-instated. He stated that
it was all based on the needs of the
district.

Board President Jane Lorber said all
that was said by all parents, students
and teachers  would be taken into con-
sideration by board members.

The next meeting for the district is
scheduled for Thursday, May 18, at 6
p.m., at 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains.

Judge to Decide Legal
Dispute on Kehler Lights

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A judge is to decide
on the future of lights at Kehler Sta-
dium after a legal dispute regarding the
lights remained unresolved following
mediation.

Greg Kasko, who lives near Kehler
and is a former Westfield police of-
ficer, filed a legal complaint against the
Westfield Board of Education, which
owns the stadium, under Section 14-
12A of the Westfield Town Code, which
states that there is a “prohibition on the
use of mechanical equipment which
makes loud and disturbing noises.”

The board had approved a pilot pro-

gram for the town’s soccer and lacrosse
associations to train on the turf field
using lights powered by generators from
Monday to Friday until 9:40 p.m. each
evening. The pilot is due to end on
Friday, May 29.

Mr. Kasko’s complaint relates to the
generators rather than the lights them-
selves.

The two parties in the dispute had
agreed to attend a mediation session on
April 30 to try to resolve the matter
without legal action, but that proved
unsuccessful, so the case will now be
heard in court.

All the parties in the case were told
by the court not to discuss the media-
tion session outside the court.

Westfield Judge Brenda Coppola
Cuba had recused herself from the case
when it was originally filed and asked
that it be heard in Mountainside.

But now the case may be moved to
Clark because of a possible conflict of
interest.

A date of Thursday, May 28, has
been set for the hearing, although this
may have to be changed if the case is
moved to Clark.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
OLD PEPPY’S INJURED TRUNK…Cranford Township Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola holds up an enlarged photo of the injured trunk of Old Peppy, the over
250-year-old Pepperidge tree that was cut down over a week ago.

“We have gotten very little money
for being a transit village,” resident
Rita LaBrutto said in public comment.
She also asked about why improve-
ments to the train station itself have not
been done. The train station, she said,
has paint chipping, poor lighting, and
“smells terribly.” NJ Transit cut the
funding in half for station improve-
ments, Mr. D’Ambola said, but the
township has been pushing legislators
to get the “status back to what it should
be.” He added that the roof in the un-
derpass is in disrepair.

During public comment, Donna Herran
of Carol Court said for the last year-and-a-
half she and her neighbors have endured
noise and light pollution from Garden
State Parkway workers who have set up a
construction staging area in a closed-down
rest area that is in the rear of their residen-
tial properties. Ms. Herran said the area is
lit with generators throughout the night.
The residents of Carol Court are asking the
township committee for noise meters to be
put in their backyards to test the level of
noise. Ms. Herran said she has talked to
Garden State Parkway officials, but they
have “turned a deaf ear.” The area also is
littered with construction materials and
causing standing water.

At the start of the meeting, the mayor
proclaimed May as Preeclampsia Aware-
ness Month. A walk for preeclampsia
awareness will be held at Oak Ridge Park
on Sunday, May 17, Mayor Kalnins an-
nounced. His wife and twins were almost
lost to preeclampsia, he said. Knowing
the signs and symptoms of the disorder
can help to save the life of a mother or
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Cranford Twp. Council
child, he said.

Police Chief James Wozniak, joined
by about 10 police officers, accepted a
proclamation for Police Week, which is
May 10 to 16. Municipal Clerk Tara
Rowley received a proclamation for
Municipal Clerks’ Week.

Kean Dawson MacLelland, an Eagle
Scout, was given a proclamation for his
Eagle Scout project to renovate, clean
and repair the Cranford Health and Ex-
tended Care Center, where he and many
helpers put in a patio, a flower box,
benches and tables for the residents to
enjoy.

It was announced that the Relay for
Life fund-raising event would take place
May 15 and 16 at Hillside Avenue School.

The township is asking residents to
contact officials with ideas for memorial-
izing Old Peppy, the historic tree that was
cut down recently. Resident Tina
Helmstetter suggested that the memorial
include a theme reflecting Cranford’s
land and river to tell a story of nature’s
role within Cranford.

Chief Wozniak told The Westfield
Leader there were leads that went no-
where on the theft of the plaque designat-
ing Old Peppy as the largest Pepperidge
tree in the northeastern United States by
the Cranford Historical Society. The
plaque went missing on the morning after
the tree was cut down. Since it was cut
down two banners have been put up in the
area, one stating “Happy Earth Day,
Cranford” and another that said “Crime
Scene,” a nod to those who were opposed
to cutting down the 250-year-old tree that
was a symbol of Cranford.

ing field with almost every other town-
ship in the county. There are very few
that don’t have this type of facility.”

Another woman said the objections
raised by opponents are not that of pro-
viding the field and the track for ath-
letes, but the extras such as the restroom
facility, lighting, and the concession
stand.

On the CWA 1080 contract, a social
worker called a contract proposal from
the county “discourageable” and said
that union members were treated “dis-
gracefully.”

Jeff Robinson of Rahway, a social
services employee, said the county is
demanding that 14 workers be removed
from the CWA Local 1080 bargaining
unit because of their job title specifica-
tions. He called the action “baffling.”

“We feel this is an attack on our
local,” he stated, saying it borders on
“union busting.”

On another matter, Garwood Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco said she hoped
the borough would be considered as
part of the county’s new $1.5-million
infrastructure grant for towns. She said
she hopes the grant will grow in future
years, noting that Cranford is doing
about $4 million in road work this year.

Garwood Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli said the county saved
Garwood $30,000 through the digitali-
zation of county maps, a project the
borough had been looking at doing.

During freeholder comments, Free-
holder Chris Hudak said there are no
drawings yet for the Rahway River Park
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Freeholders
project and that once there is a public
meeting will be held. Freeholder Chair-
man Mohamed Jalloh previously said a
public forum would be held in Rahway
once plans are completed for the com-
plex. “So I would ask for patience,”
Freeholder Hudak said.

Several Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools students spoke in
favor of non-tenured teachers who were
given pink slips by the district. Free-
holder Linda Carter, a teacher herself
in another county, said this is part of the
process by school districts, as it hap-
pened to her.

Freeholder Al Mirabella said he was
concerned over tactics being consid-
ered by the teachers union such as not
participating in the vo-tech graduation
this year or not writing early student
college recommendations this year. He
said he is concerned “that our students
are being used for leveraging” by the
union. He said teachers should “bar-
gain professionally across the table and
not involve students.”

None of the freeholders would dis-
cuss the CWA contract as it was still in
negotiations, with Freeholder Bruce
Bergen saying, “hopefully this process
will move forward and a fair, equitable
contract” will be reached.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
STAYING FIT… The Jeni-Fit team poses for The Westfield Leader photographer
during Sunday’s Spring Fling street fair sponsored by the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce. CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF BOE
County title. Members of the Westfield
High School boys’ swim team also were
awarded certificates for winning the
county and North II Section Champion-
ships. Coach Jeff Knight said, “For the
first time in history, they broke the record
and scored over 5,000 power points. They
proved to be the best of Westfield by
giving their best effort.”

Ms. Ohlig, on behalf of the board,
thanked all of the student athletes and
coaches for their, in her words, “incred-
ible success.”

Following the presentations, The
Westfield Leader asked Superintendent
Dolan if the rumor about cutting back the
hours of all the paraprofessionals to 20
per week was true. She responded by
saying, “Absolutely not; in fact, we are
still hiring paraprofessionals and many
are full-time.”

The next board of education meeting
will be Tuesday, May 19, at 7:30 p.m., at
the administration building, located at
302 Elm Street.
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WF Pl. Bd.
Also in favor of the building was

Martha Ciacciarelli, a longtime resident of
Ripley Avenue who came to the meeting
for information about the project. Address-
ing the board she stated that “…two homes
are probably better than one. Having seen
some of the homes going up in that area
recently… I think they are way too big.
Manor Park is an entry-level area of
Westfield, and we still are. We still need an
area of Westfield for families to come into
that are not million-dollar homes.”

The board ruled in favor of the subdi-
vision under the conditions that the plans
be amended to include single-car drive-
ways and with the input of the Tree Re-
moval Committee. The next meeting will
be on Monday, June 1.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

www.goleader.com


