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Local Letters to the Editor

Many very generous Garwood,
Cranford, Westfield, Kenilworth,
Plainfield, Summit and
Mountainside residents may recall
back in 2003 when they so big-
heartedly donated over $2,000 to
save and transplant a 20-foot tall
white spruce tree from the Lincoln
School construction site to the St.
Anne’s corner at Second Avenue
and Cedar Street. I now wish to
ask those who contributed back in
2003 for your thoughts on a new
chapter in this community story
begun by Garwood’s 1991 fourth
grade class.

For those who are not aware,
this tree was very unceremoni-
ously destroyed during the new
senior building construction. This
was despite Garwood Planning
Board and the approved rede-
velopment plan requirements to
save the tree. The Westfield Se-
nior Housing Corporation was
extremely professional and re-
sponsible after this incident oc-
curred, calling me and even com-
ing to my house to apologize.
They acknowledged their
contractor’s error, and never
wavered from their obligation to
make things right, and immedi-

ately agreed to plant a new tree
of similar size. We recently dis-
cussed the idea – suggested by
my wife Maria – to transform the
cost of replacing the destroyed
tree – about $5,000 – into the
planting of new street trees in
the Garwood Senior Citizen Hous-
ing site neighborhood. Depend-
ing on the size, type and species
of tree selected, this could result
in anywhere from 15 to 50 new
shade trees in the surrounding
blocks.

I am asking for your opinion on
this endeavor, as you were a part
of the initial tree preservation
effort. I think the idea of convert-
ing the planting of one evergreen
tree in 1991 to 15 to 50 new
trees on our borough streets in
2015 would make a greater long-
term impact than one new tree
on the senior site. What do you
think? I look forward to hearing
from you. Thank you.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Wouldn’t 50 New Trees Be Better Than One?
dence to support their thesis,
and to be a risk taker.”

“I’m so thankful that they
shared. There is a level of inter-
dependence,” she said. “There is
a 69-percent increase in student
engagement,” she added.

Some of the personal testimony
of the students was, “It’s won-
derful that the students can go
on their own to explore new top-
ics.” “I really like it. I learned how
to research and gather informa-
tion.” “I’ve learned about World
War I and World War II.” School
Librarian Arline McCloskey, who
helped the students with online
resources, said, “I’m proud of
the fifth graders.”

Wednesday Morning Club
Posts Upcoming Activities

CRANFORD — The next busi-
ness meeting of the Wednesday
Morning Club will be on Wednes-
day, April 1, at 10 a.m. It will
take place at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue. Guest speaker
Angela Adams of Overlook Medi-
cal Center will discuss “The chal-
lenge of memory.” The board will
meet at 9:30 a.m.

The Public Affairs Department
will wind up its season with a
luncheon/planning meeting on
Tuesday, April 14, at the home of
Marie Mastorakis at 12:30 p.m.
Members are asked to bring ideas
for future programs and also to
bring a sandwich to share.

On Tuesday, April 21, the
American Arts and Crafts De-
partment will hold its planning
meeting at 10 a.m. at the
Cranford Community Center.

Fran Huckel will be the hostess
for the Literature Department

when it meets on Monday, April
27, at 12:30 p.m. Members will
discuss and decide which books
they would like to review next
season. They will bring sand-
wiches to share.

“Rosie the Riveter” will be the
guest speaker when the club
meets on Wednesday, April 15,
at Il Giardino, located at 103 Miln
Street, Cranford. Lunch will be
served at 1 p.m., with the guest
speaker featured at 2 p.m.

The Wednesday Morning Club
is geared toward mature
women living in Union County
who have recently retired or
left the workplace and are seek-
ing new activities. Participants
get together several times a
month to exchange ideas and
explore areas of interest in the
arts, literature and public af-
fairs. For more information and
to attend a meeting, call (908)
272-8665.

Planning Board OKs Addition
which can supply power. He
added it is not often used.

Mr. Tripodi said the pump house
is close to the Garden State Park-
way, about 10.7 feet from the
side yard, and other buildings are
21 feet from the side yard. He
added that the project is for the
health, safety and the public good.
He said the project will bring no
additional traffic and have no im-
pact on the surrounding residen-
tial or commercial properties in
the area. Mr. O’Brien called it a
straight forward application.

Mayor Andis Kalnins asked if
the shunt reactor would be sur-
rounded by a containing wall.
The mayor asked if the storage
building and the gas generator
would be enclosed, to which Mr.
Tripodi responded that they
would be surrounded by an ex-
isting fence. He also said the
retaining wall is crumbling and it
will be replaced.

The board will meet next on
Wednesday, April 1, at 7:45 p.m.,
at the municipal building, located
at 8 Springfield Avenue.

BOE Hears Presentation on Personalized Learning
Ms. Sholz concluded by saying,

“They’re a wonderful group of
kids. This is one of those things.
You are going to meet your stan-
dards. You just have to have
faith in little people.” Superin-
tendent Carrick commented,
“Thank you so much. This was a
dream come true for me.”

In other business, Brian
Niemsyk, president of the
Cranford Education Association,
presented the board with a check
for $1,500 for Project Gradua-
tion. The board voted to accept a
grant of $1,000 from the Cranford
Fund For Educational Excellence
to support the Livingston Av-
enue School’s Guided Reading
project, which allows teachers to
focus attention on improving the
reading skills of students who
need additional help.

The board changed the open
work session meeting scheduled
for Monday, April 13, to Monday,
April 20, at 8 p.m., at the Lincoln
School board conference room
on Centennial Avenue.

Rosary Altar Society
Schedules Meeting

GARWOOD — The next monthly
meeting of St. Anne’s Rosary
Altar Society will be held on Thurs-
day, April 9, at 7 p.m., at the
Knights of Columbus Hall. The
hall is located at 37 South Av-
enue, Garwood. Parking is avail-
able behind the hall on Willow
Avenue.

President Christine Guerriero
will welcome all members and
call for committee reports. Elec-
tion of new officers for the 2015-
2016 Rosary year also will take
place. Refreshments will be
served during the meeting.

Jennie Browne has arranged
for a trip to Taj Mahal in Atlantic
City on Sunday, April 26. Inter-
ested persons are asked to call
her at (908) 789-0778. The next
Rosary Sunday is May 3, with
recitation of the Rosary at 7:40
a.m., followed by Mass at 8
a.m. All are encouraged to par-
ticipate.

Rosary Altar Society
Plans Taj Mahal Trip
GARWOOD — The Rosary Altar

Society of the Church of St. Anne
in Garwood has planned a trip to
Taj Mahal in Atlantic City for Sun-
day, April 26. The bus will leave
at 11:30 a.m. sharp from the
Church of St. Anne, located at
325 Second Avenue, Garwood,
and return at approximately 9:30
p.m.

The cost is $30 per person with
a generous slot return. Inter-
ested persons are asked to make
their reservations as soon as
possible by calling Jennie at (908)
789-0778 or Eileen at (908) 789-
0414.
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