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BOE Hears Presentation
On Personalized Learning

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The board of edu-
cation met on Monday evening
and honored Lisa Patella, an ac-
tive board member, who recently
resigned after six years. Michael
Caulfield, a former member, was
welcomed back to fulfill her un-
expired term. The board also
viewed a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on personalized learning
about Rosemary Scholz’s fifth
graders at the Brookside Place
Elementary School.

Board President Mary Venditti
presented a certificate of appre-
ciation and flowers to Ms. Pa-
tella, saying, “It was an honor to
work with you.” Superintendent
of Schools Gayle Carrick echoed
that sentiment, saying, “It was
an honor to work with someone
who put her heart and soul into
everything she did.” The board
gave Ms. Patella a standing ova-
tion. After the meeting, Ms. Pa-
tella said, “The reason for leav-
ing was that life just got too
hectic, but I’ll miss it.” Mr.
Caulfield was then sworn in to
fulfill her unexpired seat. Mr.
Caulfield had previously served
on the board for 13 years.

Ms. Carrick then introduced
Rosemary Scholz, who is in

charge of the “personalized learn-
ing” program. Ms. Scholz ex-
plained that the program allows
for a portion of each Friday after-
noon for the students to explore
and work on their interests or
passions. “It is the passion that
comes back to you through the
students,” she said.

 The students were at the meet-
ing and several told the reasons
that they liked being in the pro-
gram and how much it means to
them. Brookside Place School
Principal Michael Klimko thanked
the board for its support. He
praised Ms. Scholz for taking the
lead in this project.

The PowerPoint presentation
was entitled “A Glance Into Our
Classroom.” It showed students
at work on projects they chose
and designed themselves. One
student summed it up by saying,
“Personalized learning has taught
us to think for ourselves and to
expand our horizons.” Ms. Scholz
said. “It’s not that we didn’t have
some roadblocks, but students
learned time management, a
level of research, to show evi-

Peppy, and was in favor of put-
ting up a black aluminum fence
around the tree to keep out pe-
destrians. Commissioner
O’Connor said she would like to
review the tree experts’ reports
again before deciding. Mayor
Andis Kalnins, Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato and Mr. D’Ambola voted
to remove the tree.

The cost to remove the tree is
$4,000.

Mr. D’Ambola had suggested
having the tree be carved and
displayed at the park. The carv-
ing would cost about $20,000.
Other suggestions were a ga-
zebo, a memorial plaque on the
stump of the tree, or making
benches out of the tree limbs.

The committee also voted
against a stipend increase for the
commissioners. Currently, each
commissioner receives $2,800.
A proposal to increase that to
$5,000 was brought to the table.
“Increasing the salary opens the
opportunity for more people to
partake in township affairs,” said
Mayor Kalnins, who said it was
recommended to him as a way to
attract more interest in public
office.

Deputy Mayor Adubato said she
would support the recommenda-
tion. Commissioners D’Ambola
and Hannen voted against the
increase.

Detective Lieutenant Ed Dav-
enport of the Cranford Police De-
partment gave a presentation to

the committee on installing pe-
destrian safety lighting along a
crosswalk on Walnut Avenue near
the Cranford Hotel. The cross-
walk, he said, is dark and is a
blind spot to vehicular traffic. It
is heavily used by commuters of
the train station. The low-volt-
age lights would be installed in
the street and activated by a
push button. Police Chief James
Wozniak supported the project.
Costs were not disclosed.

“That intersection…it’s an acci-
dent waiting to happen,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said.

During public comment, Matt
Shaw of Woodbridge asked the
committee the township’s inter-
est in starting up a special-needs
baseball program. Mayor Kalnins
recommended Mr. Shaw talk with
Parks and Recreation Department
Director Steve Robertazzi, or the

Cranford Committe Votes to Cut Down ‘Old Peppy’
Cranford Baseball and Softball
League.

Mike Norman, a resident of
Colby Lane, asked if the commit-
tee had heard anything about
rumors of the Union County Col-
lege proposal of a smaller ath-
letic field than what was pro-
posed last year. Mayor Kalnins
said he met recently with Marga-
ret McMenamin, president of
Union County College, about
projects going on at the college.
“She told me they weren’t plan-
ning a field,” Mayor Kalnins said.

Mr. Norman said the area slot-
ted for the field previously now
has stakes with flags in the
ground.

Union County had offered Oak
Ridge Park in Clark as a site for
the field, but to date there has
been no action taken by the col-
lege.

Planning Bd. OKs Addition
For PSE&G Substation

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The planning
board last Wednesday night ap-
proved an amended final site
plan application for an addition
to the PSE&G substation off of
South Avenue near the Garden
State Parkway and the Conrail
tracks.

Niall O’Brien, an attorney rep-
resenting PSE&G, said there
would be upgrades and modifi-
cations and an addition to the
existing substation on the nine-
acre tract.

Raymond Tripodi, manager of
transmission permitting for
PSE&G who is also a planner and
an engineer, said a reactor tank
for the pump house, a combina-
tion storage and maintenance
building and a distribution switch-
ing station, which will be used to

transmit electricity from high-
voltage lines, are included in the
project. He said the purpose is to
improve power for the New Jer-
sey Turnpike and the Garden
State Parkway as well as for
Cranford and the surrounding
area.

“The modifications are for safety
and compliance,” Mr. Tripodi said.
The project, he added, will be
overseen by the Penn Jersey
Maryland Operators, a regula-
tory agency which oversees
power in New Jersey and 12 other
states. He said a shunt reactor is
used as a shock absorber to see
if there is a fault in the under-
ground line. He also said a tank
with mineral oil in it is used to
cool and insulate the system. He
said the new building will be at-
tached to a flat start generator
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CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224
Walnut Avenue, will host “Story
Time Yoga” featuring Lisa Ferraro
on Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. be-
ginning April 9 and continuing
through May 28.

This eight-week story time will
promote literacy while getting
children up and moving. Chil-
dren ages 2 to 5 will use props —
like balls, scarves, pinwheels and
pom-poms — to build strength,
flexibility and self-confidence

through play. The program will
mix poses, games, storytelling,
art and music to teach children
how to release the “sillies” and
find the calm.

Registration is required and will
begin today, Thursday, March
26. It may be done in person or
by calling the library at (908)
709-7272. Admission is free and
all Cranford residents are wel-
come. For a list of other upcom-
ing programs, visit the library
webpage at cranford.com.

Cranford Library Sets ‘Story Time Yoga’
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