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FESTIVE AND FUN...Two-year-old Violet Ramos of Garwood works on her
Easter egg Tuesday afternoon at Be Craftful on Martine Avenue. She has four
eggs to pick from for Saturday's egg-decorating contest at Fanwood's annual
Easter Egg Hunt at Forest Road Park.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME… Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo,
center, presents a proclamation letter to council members Sara Todisco, left, and
Lou Petruzzelli, right, in honor of the Garwood Baseball League's opening day
on Saturday, April 11.

Commissioner D’Ambola and
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato both
said the risk of the tree falling
down and hitting a child is one
they are not willing to accept.

“I cannot place a dollar amount
on the life of a child, or anyone
for that matter, when we can
eliminate this risk altogether,”
Mr. D’Ambola said.

Mr. D’Ambola added that the
insurance company would not
cover a lawsuit should the tree
cause injury to a person.

“It is not a casual decision,”
Deputy Mayor Adubato said. “We
are charged with looking out for
the welfare of all of our citizens.”

Mayor Kalnins announced that
members of the Mayors Council
Rahway River Flood Control trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. to meet

with representatives in regards
to the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers’ study of the Rahway River
flood control alternatives. The
council asked representatives for
“friendly pressure” of the Army
Corps to complete the study and
then begin the flood mitigation
work. He said the representatives
have been receptive. He thanked
U.S. Senators Bob Menendez and
Cory Booker and Congressman
Leonard Lance for their support.

During Ms. Adubato’s commis-
sioner comments, she acknowl-
edged the passing of her uncle
Jack, who she called “a proud
Irish-American.”

“Our family has lost a patri-
arch, and an amazing father,
uncle and friend,” Ms. Adubato
said.

ing for the records maintenance at
last Thursday’s meeting, hoping to
bring in an intern during the sum-
mer to begin sorting documents
for destruction and digitization.

In other matters, the council

agreed to spend $59,000 to pur-
chase a replacement for the po-
lice/fire dispatch console
($41,000) – parts of which date
back to 1983 – and a dictaphone
($18,000) to record calls to the

emergency line.
Using a capital bond for the

purchase was proposed but was
deferred until the board could
get input from Mr. Nierstedt, who
was absent.

Additionally, the council agreed
to have Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello begin to seek estimates
for sidewalk replacement in sev-
eral areas to coincide with road
resurfacing and repair. The fi-
nance committee has estimated
the cost to be between $60,000
and $80,000.

That expenditure would be paid
for with a bond, as would $27,000
for a Ford Explorer sport-utility
vehicle to replace the 13-year-
old model being used by the fire
safety inspection officer. The
council agreed to seek lease bids
for the SUV after rejecting an-
other request by the fire depart-
ment to replace the 1997 Chevy
Suburban used by Fire Chief
Michael Tharaldsen.

The documentation issue ac-
counted for the largest single part
of the council’s approximate one-
hour-and-15-minute discussion.

Ms. Ariemma noted how the
borough’s records are becoming
unmanageable, with the town
running out of space to properly
store them. Some need to be
purged. Others need to be re-
tained as required by state stat-
ute, and others contain historical
value to the town.

“We have an actual book disin-
tegrating,” she said. “It’s not the
Declaration of Independence, but
you’re required to preserve that.”

Furthermore, the borough is
still keeping its tax maps on pa-
per, she said, which causes prob-
lems when certain requests are
made, like designating distances
to determine compliance with
laws or ordinances.

“I have to use a protractor,”
she explained. “It’s time to start
looking at tech a little more
closely, and getting on board
with neighboring towns.”

CR Introduces $35.67 M Budget

Clerk’s Office to Get Funds, Purge, Maintain Records

Cranford Committee Votes
To Cut Down ‘Old Peppy’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee voted to remove “Old
Peppy,” the 200-year-old
Pepperidge tree in Lincoln Park
located on Lincoln Avenue, at
Monday’s workshop meeting. The
township committee has debated
the fate of the Pepperidge tree
for five years after tree limbs fell
and crushed a fence surrounding
the tree. Last year, Commissioner
Robert D’Ambola recommended
that “Old Peppy” be cut down.

The tree advisory board was
mostly in favor of taking the tree
down, Mr. D’Ambola said.

“I’d like to see us do it quickly
before they install the new play-
ground,” Mr. D’Ambola said.

Bartlett Tree Service said it pre-
sented a low risk, but would fail.
The tree experts look at risk and
consequences, Commissioner

Mary O’Connor said.
“The consequences stated in

the Bartlett report are severe,
extreme injury or death,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said. Maser
Consulting, the engineering firm
hired by the township, said in its
report that the tree was a high
risk.

Tina Helmstetter, a member of
the tree advisory board, said she
was in favor of saving the tree
and said the recommendations
by Bartlett would preserve the
tree. Various braces and cables
to secure the tree, and a wider,
higher fence were proposed by
Bartlett, she said. She felt that
Maser Consulting did not have
the expertise in tree health to
make a proper assessment of
the tree’s risk of failure.

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
was against cutting down Old
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