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Cranford Introduces $35.67 M
Budget at 1.4-Percent Increase

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee passed unanimously
Tuesday at its official meeting
the introduction of the 2015 bud-
get totaling $35.67 million. Tax-
payers will see a 1.4-percent
jump, or $33.56, for the average
assessed home in Cranford of
$181,600. The tax base in-
creased, in large part due to two
new developments — Riverfront
and 555 South Avenue — which
helped to alleviate tax hikes,
Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

The budget includes the hiring
of two new police officers and
two new firefighters.

2014 municipal debt is $43.4
million, up from $38.1 million in
2011. 2014 debt service pay-
ments are $4 million, up from
$3.1 million in 2011.

A resolution was approved, 4 to
1, for a change order to Paley
Construction Company, which is

doing construction work on the
first floor of the municipal build-
ing. The change order includes
the addition of a renovation to a
bathroom in the mayor’s office.
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
opposed the resolution.

By resolution, Captain Dean
Russamano of the Fire Depart-
ment will receive a stipend while
he takes on the role of Acting
Chief. Chief Leonard Dolan re-
tired this month and the depart-
ment is actively searching for his
replacement.

There were two resolutions
passed that amend contracts in
connection with the home eleva-
tion projects that FEMA has
funded as a means to alleviate
flood damage to homes. The
amendment was due to the
project taking longer than ex-
pected, Mayor Kalnins told The
Westfield Leader.

The township received a
$35,000 grant from Union County

for handicapped ramps, “which
is more than usual,” Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola an-
nounced.

Two ordinances were passed to
remove the parking restriction
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. along North
Avenue. This will help to allevi-
ate some parking loss while con-
struction takes place at the North
Avenue Train Station, the com-
mittee said. The township will go
out to bid soon for the project to
reshape the area on the north-
erly side of the train station to
make it more pedestrian friendly
and ease traffic flow. Mr.
D’Ambola said that the township
is pursuing additional grant
money for the project as well.

After the township committee
Monday held a vote to either cut
down or put into action methods
set forth in a report by a tree
expert to support the limbs and
trunk of “Old Peppy,” Advisory
Board member Tina Helmstetter
pleaded the case once again to
save the historic tree. The com-
mittee on Monday, with a split
vote, passed the movement to
proceed in removing the
Pepperidge tree.

Commissioner Hannen reiter-
ated that a black aluminum fence
surrounding the tree would keep
the area safe should the tree
collapse. “Due to its age, it’s
possible General Washington
passed by Old Peppy on his way
to Morristown during the Revolu-
tionary War,” Commissioner
Hannen said. He also said he
would “have a difficult time sup-
porting an ordinance,” referring
to a tree ordinance the township
is working on, that would pro-
hibit residents from removing
trees on their property for safety
purposes if the township removes
Old Peppy for safety reasons.

Clerk’s Office to Get Funds
To Purge, Maintain Records

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Council members
have agreed to shift $4,500 slated
for the planning board to the
borough clerk’s office to begin
purging and maintaining records,
one of several long-term capital
projects discussed March 19 at a
second council meeting on the
municipal budget.

The money was moved after
planning board member and
Council President Bill Nierstedt
said at the initial hearing on March
12 that he felt the expenditure
for the development oversight
authority was unnecessary. Af-

ter consulting with Steven Greet,
Council Finance Chairman Louis
Petruzzelli said the planning
board chairman agreed, and the
money was freed for other uses.

The decision leaves the 2015
budget, still to be formally intro-
duced, at $7.8 million, including
a tax hike of approximately $85
for a home assessed at $100,000.
Council members cut $21,000
from the spending plan at the
March 12 meeting, the biggest
portion – $5,000 – coming from
police overtime.

Borough Administrator Chris-
tina Ariemma requested the fund-
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SENATORIAL VISIT... Employees of Penn Company of America  in Garwood
on Tuesday greet Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), center, while he was there
to discuss his legislation that would reward companies that keep jobs in the
United States. New York City reporters, however, were there to get the Senator’s
comments on federal corruption charges he faces.

Menendez Responds to
Pending Fed. Charges

GARWOOD — U.S. Sen. Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) visited The
Pen Company of America, a fac-
tory in Garwood, on Tuesday to
highlight his legislation that is
intended to reward companies
that keep jobs in the U.S. How-
ever, the 20 reporters, photog-
raphers, and TV news camera
operators were there to seek the
Senator’s comments regarding
pending federal corruption
charges against him, NJ Advance
Media reported. The corruption
charges are said to be focused on
Sen. Menendez’ relationship with
friend and campaign donor
Salomon Melgen.

“I’ll say the same thing I said
two weeks ago when there was a
different press report, and that is
that I have always acted appro-

priately and legally,” Sen.
Menendez said, according to the
NJ Advance Media report.

The New Jersey Law Journal
has reported that Sen. Menendez
has hired attorney Abbe Lowell,
who represented former Demo-
cratic vice-presidential nominee
John Edwards and former lobby-
ist Jack Abramoff, to represent
him.

Under Sen. Menendez legisla-
tion, companies that do not
outsource jobs and hire veter-
ans, could  qualify for the America
Star program and use its logo as
a "badge of honor" in marketing
their products, NJ Advance Me-
dia reported,

Attending the event were
Garwood Borough Council mem-
bers Bill Nierstedt and Ann
Tarantino,  State Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth),
Union County Freeholder Bruce
Bergen and Sheriff Joseph Cryan.
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