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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Giant steps up the rung of suc-
cess were made by this year’s
Cranford High School wrestling
team. Instead of finishing sec-
ond or third in major tourna-
ments, for instance the Union
County Tournament (UCT), the
Cougars, not only captured the
title, but also claimed four indi-
vidual champions. Additionally
the Cougars won their confer-
ence, claimed their second
straight District 11 title and quali-
fied 10 matmen for the Region 3

Tournament.
The Cougars kicked off their

season by placing second and
claiming three individual cham-
pions — Gavin Murray, Anthony
Capece, Vince Concina — at the
Tunkhannock Kiwanis Tourna-
ment featuring 26 teams in
Tunkhannock, Pa. on December
29-30. The Cougars also ad-
vanced to the finals of the Cen-
tral Jersey, Group 3 champion-
ships, dropping a very narrow,
25-24, decision to South Plainfield
to finish with a 16-4 record.

“This year the team did get

over the hump and get the tour-
nament wins that we worked so
hard for. We have to continue to
climb the ladder of success and
stay hungry for more,” Cougar
Head Coach Pat Gorman said.
“This year has been a lot of fun
with this group of wrestlers, it is
always sad to see the seniors go,
but I know they all have more to
accomplish in their roads ahead.”

Last year, the Cougars quali-
fied three wrestlers (Murray, Tom
DiGiovanni, Niko Cappello) for
the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlan-
tic City. This year, sophomore
Chris Scorese (126-lbs) joined
the trio.

Murray, a senior and three-time
state qualifier and Region 3 cham-
pion in 2014 who placed second at

AC in the 138-lb class last year,
won his second UCT title and Out-
standing Wrestler (OW) Award,
his third District 11 title and placed
second in Region 3 at 152-lbs to
qualify for another trip to AC where
he placed fifth. He finished 39-4 to
elevate his career record to 144-
18 and to become the Cougars’
winningest wrestler.

“Gavin had a great career at
Cranford, and I am proud to have
been in his corner throughout all
of it,” Coach Gorman said. “I told
Gavin the other day that this pro-
gram is taking off and he is one of
the pioneers, no one can deny
that. He not only was successful
on the mat, but he has developed
into a great young man, and man-
aged to wrestle himself to a schol-
arship at Purdue University.”

Cappello, a junior, took top hon-

ors in the UCT at 182-lbs in addi-
tion to grabbing his third district
title and went on to win the Re-
gion 3 title and place seventh at
AC, finishing with a 35-6 record.

“Niko had a great year, and he
bounced right back at AC to
wrestle all the way back to a
place. That shows a lot of charac-
ter and determination. Niko will
be looked up to next year in the
room and I am looking forward to
the off-season with him,” Coach
Gorman said.

DiGiovanni, a sophomore com-
peting at 120-lbs, won his sec-
ond UCT and District 11 titles
and placed third in Region 3 to
take a second trip to AC where he
won his first bout and finished
with a 32-10 record. Scorese
won his second district title and

MURRAY, DiGIOVANNI, CAPPELLO, SCORESE QUALIFIED FOR NJSIAA TOURNEY AT A.C.

Cougar Matmen Won UCT, District 11 Titles, Finish 16-4
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