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NJWA Announces 2015
Summer Workshop Schedule

WESTFIELD – Many parents look
for opportunities that offer cognitive
and creative challenges for their chil-
dren during the summer months, and
the NJWA Summer Workshop offers
the quintessential program for an en-
riching summer experience, for stu-
dents in junior kindergarten to grade
eight.

This year’s Workshop will run week-
days from Monday, July 6 through
Friday, July 24, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. and will be held at the Edison
Intermediate School, 800 Rahway
Avenue, Westfield.

A carefully selected staff, comprised
of dynamic, professional educators and
performers, promotes a classroom cul-
ture thatis both inspirational and
challenging,optimizing a student’s
learning potential. Program Director
Pamela Aslin comments, “Our curricu-
lum is taught in a way that allows an
authentic, student-centered process that
promotes and supports individuality,
creativity and challenge.”

The Young Explorers program is for
students who will be entering a junior
kindergarten (4+) or kindergarten pro-
gram in the fall. Activities include arts
and crafts, violin, life science, pre-
engineering, pre-readers workshop,
little chef’s math and much more. First
Grade Adventurers, for those entering
first grade in the fall, offers a diverse
curriculum that includes arts and crafts,
violin, engineering, language arts, au-
thor studies, science and more.

Students entering grades 2-3, grades
4-5 and grades 6-8 are offered courses
in the areas of art, music, dance, sci-
ence, engineering, robotics and lan-
guage arts. Students may take 1, 2, or
3 consecutive workshops throughout
the morning. Specific class selections
and their descriptions are listed in the
2015 Summer Workshop Brochure.

In addition to the regular workshop
hours, an optional early morning drop-
off is available for those needing cov-
erage starting at 7:30 a.m. The Sum-
mer Workshop partners with the
Westfield area YMCA and offers Af-
ternoon Adventures for those need-
ing a full day program. A registered
nurse is on staff during regular work-
shop hours.

To view, download or print the
2015 brochure, visit us on-line at
www.njwasummerworkshop.com.
Completed applications should be
mailed or delivered to the address
provided on the form. Please note
that registration is on-going and is on
a first-come-first-served basis.

The NJWA Summer Workshop is
a division of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts , a 501 c 3 non-
profit organization. For additional
information about the summer pro-
gram, please call (908) 518-1551,
e m a i l
njwa.summerworkshop@gmail.com
or visit the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street in downtown Westfield.

Notable Homes Tour
Announced by NJFO

NOTABLE CHAIRS...Jennifer Colamedici and Michelle Pierce are to co-chair
this year’s tour of notable homes to benefit the New Jersey Festival Orchestra.

 Flutist Schocker, Monmouth
Winds to Perform in WF

WF Filmmakers Chosen for
Garden State Film Festival

WESTFIELD — World famous
flutist and composer Gary Schocker
will appear with the Monmouth Winds
quintet at First Baptist Church, 170
Elm Street, Westfield, on Sunday,
March 29, at 4 p.m. Sponsored by the
New Jersey Flute Society, the pro-
gram will include music for flute and
piano, and for wind quintet, and fea-
ture the world premieres of several
works.

Mr. Schocker, who is described as
the most published living composer
of music for the flute, achieved musi-
cal success early in his life, appearing
as a solo flutist with both the New
York Philharmonic and the Philadel-
phia Orchestra when he was just fif-
teen. In 1988, he famously filled in,
with less than three hours’ notice, for
ailing flutist Jean-Pierre Rampal in a
performance with the New Jersey
Symphony at the Count Basie The-
atre in Red Bank, wowing both critics
and audience alike with his brilliant
performance. He has performed in
North and South America, Europe,
Australia, and Asia. His numerous
compositions include award-winning
solo and chamber music for virtually
every instrument in the orchestra, as
well as several musicals, and he has
recorded more than a dozen CDs,
many of his own works.

The Monmouth Winds features five
musicians who first got together in 2009:
Westfield resident Jenny Cline, flute;
Nicholas Gatto, oboe; Richard
Grossman, clarinet; Richard Sachs,
horn; and Linda Balavram, bassoon.
They have been steadily building a
following, delighting audiences in the
tri-state area with their wide repertoire,
and lately they have been busy commis-
sioning new works for their ensemble,
three of which will be heard on the
Sunday, March 29 concert in Westfield.

The quintet will kick off the pro-
gram with the world premiere of Cape
May Breezes, written for them by
Daniel Dorff, a Philadelphia-based
composer whose works for flute and

piccolo have entered the standard rep-
ertoire for those instruments. The
piece is inspired by the lovely shore
town of Cape May, and its five move-
ments are titled “Breezing into Town
(Exit 0)”; “Autumn Monarch Migra-
tion (Fluttering Clouds of Orange)”;
“Victorian Garden Party”; “Dusk at
Sunset Beach”; and “Night Breezes
on the Boardwalk”. The music is filled
with imagery and the audience will be
able to hear the joyful beginning of a
vacation, delicate fluttering butterfly
wings, the musical entertainment at a
party, a beautiful sunset and mournful
“Taps” at a flag ceremony, and ex-
ploding fireworks after dark.

Another work receiving its pre-
miere at this concert is the Woodwind
Quintet by Long Island-based com-
poser Laurence Dresner, who received
his training at New England Conser-
vatory and who writes music in many
genres, including chamber music,
musical theater and jazz. The two
movements of this brand new work,
titled “Dusk” and “Dancing in the
Moonlight,” will evoke images of a
peaceful evening followed by ener-
getic dancing and driving rhythms.

Mr. Schocker will join the quintet
on piano to perform his Sextet, which
received its premiere last March. With
the addition of the piano, this work
(in five movements, with the titles
“Earth,” “Fire,” “Wind,” “Water,” and
“Ether, In Memory”) sounds at times
delicate and intimate and at other
times almost orchestral.

The second half of the concert will
feature Mr. Schocker on flute, per-
forming his own compositions with
pianist Fumi Kuwajima, including
several works that will be heard for
the first time.

Ticket prices are $20 for adults,
and $10 for seniors and students. New
Jersey Flute Society members will be
admitted free. For more information
please call (908) 313-3395, or visit
h t t p : / / n j f l u t e s o c i e t y . o r g /
March_Event.html

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
New Jersey Festival Orchestra, the
auxiliary and fund raising arm of the
orchestra, has announced that Mrs.
Jennifer Colamedici and Mrs.
Michelle Pierce, Westfield residents,
will serve as co-chairs of this year’s
tour to be held on Saturday, May 9
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

In releasing the announcement last
week, Alicia Barker, president of The
Friends, observed, “The tour is a much-
anticipated local tradition when own-
ers of some of the area's remarkable
homes generously throw open their
doors to the public to benefit our sym-
phony orchestra.” Mrs. Barker further
states, “There is a wide diversity of
outstanding architecture and stylish
décor in the homes of our community
which must be seen to be fully appre-
ciated.  Coming only a day before
Mother’s Day, tickets to the tour could
be a unique way to spend some extra
time with Mom and perhaps choose a
plant for her at our sale.”

Jennifer Colamedici is a member of
the Friends since 2012.  She began her
residential real estate career 20 years
ago.  A consistent top producer with
Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage's West office in Westfield.

Mrs. Colamedici’s commitments
include her involvement with organi-
zations that support children with
special needs, specifically hearing loss
and deafness advocacy. She is a dedi-
cated resource and mentor to families
of newly diagnosed youngsters. She
currently serves on the board of
"Hands and Voices" of New Jersey
and is a past Parent Representative on
the Board for Summit Speech School
in New Providence, New Jersey. A
long-time Westfield resident, Mrs.
Colamedici and her husband are par-
ents of two sons.

Michelle Pierce is a life-long resi-
dent of Westfield. She began her ca-
reer in 1996 as a Sales Representative
for Hoffmann-LaRoche/Genentech
and is the recipient of multiple awards
during her tenure. She currently con-
tinues working for the company spe-
cializing in Oncology.

The mother of two, Mrs. Pierce is
dedicated to, and actively involved
in, her children’s activities. She is
Vice-President of the Washington
School PTO, a board member of the
Girls Softball League of Westfield, a
member of the Junior Woman’s Club

of Westfield and is active in the
projects of the Presbyterian Church-
in-Westfield.

Mrs. Barker states “We are thrilled
that these two wonderful ladies
agreed to chair this important fund
raiser for the orchestra.  They both
possess the outstanding vision and
organizational skills necessary to
ensure the success of this year’s tour.”

Mrs. Pierce took the opportunity
last week to announce that this year’s
tour will include an exciting new
element that will interest especially
car buffs.  In an effort to provide
something for everyone, individual
luxury automobiles, chosen from
among a fascinating collection will
be on display at each home location.

As in previous years, musical en-
tertainment will be provided in each
home on the tour, while refreshments
and a display of raffle prizes will be
available in specific homes.  The
popular plant sale also returns to
offer showy and hardy blooms for
front porches and gardens.

 “The Home Tour is a key element
of the funding mix that’s necessary
to operate the orchestra,” according
to David Wroe, Music Director of
the New Jersey Festival Orchestra.
“The ‘Friends’ have been true to
their name in this respect since the
group’s very inception.  Supplemen-
tal fund raising is critical because
only about a third of our revenue
comes from the sale of tickets.”

Mrs. Pierce points out that the
Westfield area is one of only a very
few smaller communities nationwide
that is home to a professional sym-
phony orchestra.  She observes,
“NJFO is truly a treasure that places
a "Carnegie Hall" quality orchestra
right on our doorstep.”

Tickets for the 2015 Tour of No-
table Homes are $35 in advance
($40 on May 9) and will available
on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. After
Sunday, April 5 tickets will also
available at Baron’s Drugs and The
Town Bookstore in Westfield;
Christoffers Flowers and Gifts in
Mountainside; Norman’s Hallmark
in Fanwood, and Periwinkles in
Cranford.

For more information go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or visit
the Friends of NJ Festival Orchestra
on Facebook.

ATLANTIC CITY – The Garden
State Film Festival announced today
that the short Break Down, directed by
Westfield resident, Russell Hasenauer,
and the short documentary A Teen’s
Guide to Understanding and Commu-
nicating with People with Autism, di-
rected by Westfield resident, Alexandra
Jackman,will screen at the 2015 Gar-
den State Film Festival located in At-
lantic City.

Break Down  involves two girl bank
robbers in a tricky situation when their
car breaks down and they are offered a
ride by the local chief of police.

 “We are thrilled to be able to present
Break Down as a part of our 13th
Annual Film Festival in  Atlantic City,
and shine a spot light on the extraordi-
nary talent that our state has to offer,”
says Diane Raver, the festival’s Ex-
ecutive Director and Founder.

A Teen’s Guide to Understanding
and Communicating with People with

Autism serves as a primer on how
individuals can better relate to those
with Autism. The goal of the film is to
help typically developing teens learn
about Autism and thus increase ac-
ceptance of their autistic peers.  Au-
tism experts, people with Autism,
parents of people with Autism as well
as teens and adults not on the Autism
spectrum give us their insights in con-
cert with real life examples, dramati-
zations, graphics, interviews and nar-
ration.

 “We are thrilled to be able to
present A Teen’s Guide to Under-
standing and Communicating with
People with Autism as a part of our
13th Annual Film Festival in  Atlantic
City, and shine a spot light on the
extraordinary talent that our state has
to offer,” says Ms. Raver.

For more information about this
film and other programs please visit
the GSFF website at www.gsff.org.

Plainfield Symphony Plans
Bernstein on Broadway

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield
Symphony announces its upcoming
concert on Saturday, March 28 at 7
p.m. under the baton of Maestro
Charles Prince. The program entitled
“Bernstein on Broadway” will fea-
ture Leonard Bernstein’s Symphonic
Dances and vocal selections from
West Side Story, On the Town, Won-
derful Town and Candide. Joining as
concert narrator will be Leonard
Bernstein’s daughter, Jamie. She is
also a writer and broadcaster who
has transformed a lifetime of loving
music into a career of sharing her
knowledge and excitement with oth-
ers.

The orchestra will perform three
dance episodes from On the Town, a
1944 musical with music by
Bernstein and book and lyrics by
Betty Comden and Adolph Green
The musical introduced several
popular and classic songs, among
them “Lonely Town”. The story con-
cerns three American sailors on a

24-hour shore leave in New York
City during wartime 1944. The 1953
musical Wonderful Town, with lyrics
by Betty Comden and Adolph Green
and music by Leonard Bernstein,
has its origins from a collection of
autobiographical short stories by
Ruth McKenney where she and her
acting bound sister seek out success
from their basement apartment of
New York City’s Greenwich Village.
Candide (1956) is an operetta with
music composed by Bernstein, based
on the novella of the same name by
Voltaire. Unsuccessful at its pre-
miere, the work has achieved enor-
mous popularity.

Vocalists Alexandra Silber and
Will Reynolds will join the sym-
phony for the event.

Visual Arts Ctr. Announces
New Art and Wine Events

SUMMIT – Beginning Thursday,
April 2, the Visual Art Center will host
its first in a series of Thursday evening
art and wine events. Cocktails and
Canvas will be led by Art Center fac-
ulty painting instructors and profes-
sional artists, Anne Kullaff and Caitlin
Albright. Students will be guided in
demonstrations and learn to create their

own masterpieces.
The series is open to all skill levels,

beginners are welcome. All materials
are included and wine and light refresh-
ments will be served. The class will be
held at the Art Center from 7 to 9 p.m.

Tickets are $50 per person. To reg-
ister visit www.artcenternj.org/cock-
tails or call (908) 273-9121.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

3 THOMAS STREET, CRANFORD

Location, Location, Location!  A commuter’s dream!  Walk to Starbucks, shopping, New York City train and bus from this
mint condition four bedroom Colonial.  The first floor offers a traditional living room, formal dining room, updated
kitchen with granite countertops, fully renovated full bath, and a bedroom that could also be used as an office/den.  The
second floor features three spacious bedrooms including the master bedroom with two closets, one a walk-in, as well as a
beautifully renovated main bath.  The finished basement boasts a recreation room, office, laundry room and separate
storage room.  A private fenced-in backyard with patio expands the living area to the outside.  Many updates include: new
upper roof (2014); tankless water heater (2010); CAC and furnace (2010); 200 amp electric (2009). Offered at $419,000.

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP
2014, Gold Level NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Direct Line: 908-301-2014
Cell/Text: 908-370-7900

Email: suechecchio@gmail.com
www.suechecchio.com

Enjoy all the best that Cranford has to offer in this wonderful home.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


