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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Council members
have agreed to shift $4,500 slated for
the planning board to the borough
clerk’s office to begin purging and
maintaining records, one of several
long-term capital projects discussed
March 19 at a second council meet-
ing on the municipal budget.

The money was moved after plan-
ning board member and Council Presi-
dent Bill Nierstedt said at the initial
hearing on March 12 that he felt the
expenditure for the development over-
sight authority was unnecessary. Af-
ter consulting with Steven Greet,
Council Finance Chairman Louis
Petruzzelli said the planning board
chairman agreed, and the money was
freed for other uses.

The decision leaves the 2015 bud-
get, still to be formally introduced, at
$7.8 million, including a tax hike of
approximately $85 for a home as-
sessed at $100,000. Council mem-
bers cut $21,000 from the spending

plan at the March 12 meeting, the
biggest portion – $5,000 – coming
from police overtime.

Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma requested the funding for
the records maintenance at last
Thursday’s meeting, hoping to bring
in an intern during the summer to
begin sorting documents for destruc-
tion and digitization.

In other matters, the council agreed
to spend $59,000 to purchase a re-
placement for the police/fire dispatch
console ($41,000) – parts of which
date back to 1983 – and a dictaphone
($18,000) to record calls to the emer-
gency line.

Using a capital bond for the pur-
chase was proposed but was deferred
until the board could get input from
Mr. Nierstedt, who was absent.

Additionally, the council agreed to
have Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello begin to seek estimates for
sidewalk replacement in several ar-
eas to coincide with road resurfacing

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Dozens of
residents gathered in the Beechwood
School auditorium last Wednesday to
discuss the tentative 2015-2016
school budget and the ongoing dis-
pute over the costs of the “send-re-
ceive” agreement between Berkeley
Heights and Mountainside, through
which Mountainside students attend
Governor Livingston High School.

Board members made a detailed
power-point presentation on the ten-
tative 2015-2016 school budget,
which is estimated to be $18,171,699.
As anticipated revenues are approxi-
mately $2,221,032 the total amount
of school taxes will likely be
$15,950,000 which is a 4.1-percent
increase from the 2013-2014 school
year. The increase is primarily driven
by the tuition shortfall with Berkeley
Heights. According to Board Presi-
dent James Ruban, the increase would
be permitted under the state’s 2-per-
cent budget cap because the commu-
nity has $308,319 in “banked cap”
funds which can be used this aca-
demic year.

The largest increase is in the gen-
eral fund budget which is scheduled
to increase 66.5 percent from
$347,945 to $576,038. The board
anticipates that the amount of state
aid will remain flat at $492,394 and
debt service will increase to $897,219
due to the passage of last year’s $19-
million bond referendum, but approxi-
mately $561,219 of this amount will
be paid by the state and there will
likely be a $200,000 transfer from the
capital reserve fund. In addition,
employee salaries are scheduled to
increase by $135,000. Based on the
preliminary calculations there is a
budget gap of approximately

$932,223, which the board recom-
mends filling by deferring a portion
of any payments due to Berkeley
Heights, eliminating positions due to
retirement, and “scrubbing the bud-
get” for possible spending cuts.

A public hearing on the proposed
budget will be held at the Beechwood
School on Tuesday, April 28, at 7
p.m.

The meeting began with a short
statement by Mr. Ruban regarding
the current dispute with Berkeley
Heights, which claims it is owed
$914,572 for past tuition payments
by Mountainside.

Mr. Ruban noted that all members
of the board of education are commit-
ted to transparency and are doing
their best, within the relevant legal
framework, to be inclusive and to
communicate all pertinent informa-
tion on the dispute to residents. He
encouraged concerned citizens to
contact their state legislators and urge
them to vote in favor of proposed
legislation which would revise the
send-receive regulations and to hold
board members accountable for the
decisions they make.

Mr. Ruban reminded the public that
because negotiations with Berkeley
Heights are ongoing there are legal
limitations on what information can
be shared with the public and re-
peated what had been said at earlier
meetings, which is the board believes
it is in the best interest of the commu-
nity to investigate all options includ-
ing possible relationships with other
neighboring communities. The board
unanimously voted in favor of retain-
ing a forensic accounting firm to en-
sure that the actual tuition rates
charged by the Berkeley Heights
Board of Education for the 2013-

Photo Courtesy of Garwood Councilwoman Ann Tarantino
SENATORIAL VISIT... Employees of Penn Company of America  in Garwood
on Tuesday greet Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), center, while he was there
to discuss his legislation that would reward companies that keep jobs in the
United States. New York City reporters, however, were there to get the Senator’s
comments on federal corruption charges he faces. See story on page 2.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WORKING FOR A CURE… The 14th annual comedy night fundraiser for  Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva (F.O.P.)
was held Saturday night at the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church Parish Hall in Mountainside. Pictured are
event organizer Gary Whyte, third from left, F.O.P. researcher Frederick Kaplan of the University of Pennsylvania, left,
and FOP patients.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
FESTIVE AND FUN...Two-year-old Violet Ramos of Garwood works on her
Easter egg Tuesday afternoon at Be Craftful on Martine Avenue. She has four
eggs to pick from for Saturday's egg-decorating contest at Fanwood's annual
Easter Egg Hunt at Forest Road Park.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME… Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo,
center, presents a proclamation letter to council members Sara Todisco, left, and
Lou Petruzzelli, right, in honor of the Garwood Baseball League's opening day
on Saturday, April 11.

Cranford Introduces $35.67 M
Budget at 1.4-Percent Increase

Westfield Mun. Taxes Going Up
$466,642 in $38.7-Mil. Budget

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its regular pub-
lic meeting this past Tuesday evening,
the town council presented the munici-
pal budget for 2015 of $38,671,928, an
increase from the 2014 budget of
$935,421 with $26,652,160 to be raised
in property taxes, a $466,642 increase
from last year’s tax levy of $26,185,518.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky made some
introductory remarks about the pro-
posed budget. “The budget process is a
year-long process, it continues, it’s regu-
larly going on. Late, late in the year and
early in the following year, it really
kicks in a lot.

“Every time I’m in this building, it

seems like Councilman (Sam) Della
Fera and his committee is here working
on the 2015 budget. We’ve been very
fortunate with all the chairs (chairper-
sons of the finance committee) we’ve
had here, they have been very talented
people, very bright and have really
served the Town of Westfield well.”

The finance policy committee con-
sists of Councilman Frank Arena, Coun-
cilman Mark LoGrippo (vice-chairper-
son), Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan
and is chaired by Councilman Della
Fera.

Mr. Della Fera stated he was satis-
fied with the proposed budget. “One
of the most important responsibili-
ties we have (as council members) is

to be responsible stewards of other
people’s money. We’re also taxpay-
ers in this town. I know I wanted to
know before I was on council that
folks on this dais were having my
best interests in mind and looking to
spend my money carefully to provide
me the best value for my tax dollars.
I think this budget does just that,”
concluded Mr. Della Fera.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
then presented the proposed budget
via a Powerpoint presentation.

The owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment in
Westfield, will see their taxes increased
by $50 for the year, or $4.17 a month,
to support the municipal budget.

The lax levy increase is 1.78 per-
cent over last year’s budget and is
lower than the state mandated 2 per-
cent tax levy cap.

By state law, municipalities are al-
lowed exceptions every year permit-
ting them to go over the 2 percent tax
levy cap law for specific reasons such
as increases in debt service, increases
in pensions and health care costs for
municipal employees or emergen-
cies such as Hurricane Sandy.

Mr. Gildea pointed out that the
finance policy committee kept the
tax levy increase below the cap with-
out resorting to the use of any such
exemptions.

Mr. Gildea also stated that the bud-
get includes an increase to the town’s
capital budget “to accommodate ad-
ditional capital work including road
paving, new equipment purchases and
other infrastructure repairs.”

The budget also includes moneys
to enhance the town’s website.

Mr. Gildea stated that the proposed
2015 budget will soon be available
online on the town’s website, located
at westfieldnj.gov and that members
of the public may be heard regarding
the proposed budget at the next town
council meeting.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee passed unanimously
Tuesday at its official meeting the
introduction of the 2015 budget
totaling $35.67 million. Taxpayers
will see a 1.4-percent jump, or
$33.56, for the average assessed
home in Cranford of $181,600. The
tax base increased, in large part due
to two new developments —
Riverfront and 555 South Avenue
— which helped to alleviate tax
hikes, Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

The budget includes the hiring of
two new police officers and two
new firefighters.

2014 municipal debt is $43.4 mil-
lion, up from $38.1 million in 2011.
2014 debt service payments are $4
million, up from $3.1 million in
2011.

A resolution was approved, 4 to
1, for a change order to Paley Con-
struction Company, which is doing
construction work on the first floor
of the municipal building. The
change order includes the addition
of a renovation to a bathroom in the
mayor’s office. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. opposed the resolution.

By resolution, Captain Dean
Russamano of the Fire Department
will receive a stipend while he takes
on the role of Acting Chief. Chief
Leonard Dolan retired this month
and the department is actively
searching for his replacement.

There were two resolutions
passed that amend contracts in con-
nection with the home elevation
projects that FEMA has funded as a
means to alleviate flood damage to
homes. The amendment was due to
the project taking longer than ex-
pected, Mayor Kalnins told The
Westfield Leader.

The township received a $35,000
grant from Union County for handi-
capped ramps, “which is more than
usual,” Commissioner Robert

D’Ambola announced.
Two ordinances were passed to

remove the parking restriction from
4:30 to 6 p.m. along North Avenue.
This will help to alleviate some
parking loss while construction
takes place at the North Avenue
Train Station, the committee said.
The township will go out to bid
soon for the project to reshape the
area on the northerly side of the
train station to make it more pedes-
trian friendly and ease traffic flow.
Mr. D’Ambola said that the town-
ship is pursuing additional grant
money for the project as well.

After the township committee
Monday held a vote to either cut
down or put into action methods set
forth in a report by a tree expert to
support the limbs and trunk of “Old
Peppy,” Advisory Board member
Tina Helmstetter pleaded the case
once again to save the historic tree.
The committee on Monday, with a
split vote, passed the movement to
proceed in removing the Pepperidge
tree.

Commissioner Hannen reiterated
that a black aluminum fence sur-
rounding the tree would keep the
area safe should the tree collapse.
“Due to its age, it’s possible Gen-
eral Washington passed by Old
Peppy on his way to Morristown
during the Revolutionary War,”
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HAPPY 93rd BIRTHDAY…Editor David Corbin of The Westfield Leader dis-
plays his work to his mother, Eleanor B. Corbin, in Peachtree City, Ga. last
weekend while visiting on her 93rd birthday. Sister Honey Corbin, standing with
Mr. Corbin, hosts the celebration.

Courtesy of The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
RESCUED… In the early morning of March 12, the Rahway Fire Department
was called to rescue a swimming deer from the final settling tank at the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority. The deer was lifted from the tank and allowed to
recover from its ordeal.

MS BOE Hears Proposal
On New School Mascot
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MS BOE

and repair. The finance committee has
estimated the cost to be between
$60,000 and $80,000.

That expenditure would be paid for
with a bond, as would $27,000 for a
Ford Explorer sport-utility vehicle to
replace the 13-year-old model being
used by the fire safety inspection of-
ficer. The council agreed to seek lease
bids for the SUV after rejecting an-
other request by the fire department to
replace the 1997 Chevy Suburban used
by Fire Chief Michael Tharaldsen.

The documentation issue accounted
for the largest single part of the
council’s approximate one-hour-and-
15-minute discussion.

Ms. Ariemma noted how the
borough’s records are becoming un-
manageable, with the town running
out of space to properly store them.
Some need to be purged. Others need
to be retained as required by state
statute, and others contain historical
value to the town.

“We have an actual book disinte-
grating,” she said. “It’s not the Decla-
ration of Independence, but you’re
required to preserve that.”

Furthermore, the borough is still
keeping its tax maps on paper, she
said, which causes problems when
certain requests are made, like desig-
nating distances to determine compli-
ance with laws or ordinances.

“I have to use a protractor,” she
explained. “It’s time to start looking at
tech a little more closely, and getting
on board with neighboring towns.”

2014 school year and the tentative
tuition for the 2015-2016 budget are
calculated in accordance with the
applicable state law.

In other business, Nancy Lubarsky,
chief school administrator, advised
the group that the administration of
the statewide standardized test known
as the PARCC began in early March
and has gone smoothly in large part
because of the technology infrastruc-
ture improvements which were made
possible because of the passage of
the last year’s budget referendum. In
addition, she advised the public that
if the district does not use the two
remaining snow days the borough’s
schools will close Monday, April 6,
and Friday, May 22.

In other news, the council approved
the demolition of single-family dwell-
ings located at 1718 Florida Street,
321 Orenda Circle and 925 Willow
Grove Road and a detached garage
located at 251 Walnut Street.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 14, at 7 p.m.,
at the municipal building located at
425 East Broad Street. The confer-
ence session will be immediately fol-
lowed by the council’s regular public
meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Commissioner Hannen said. He also
said he would “have a difficult time
supporting an ordinance,” referring
to a tree ordinance the township is
working on, that would prohibit
residents from removing trees on
their property for safety purposes if
the township removes Old Peppy
for safety reasons.

Commissioner D’Ambola and
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato both
said the risk of the tree falling down
and hitting a child is one they are
not willing to accept.

“I cannot place a dollar amount
on the life of a child, or anyone for
that matter, when we can eliminate
this risk altogether,” Mr. D’Ambola
said.

Mr. D’Ambola added that the in-
surance company would not cover
a lawsuit should the tree cause in-
jury to a person.

“It is not a casual decision,”
Deputy Mayor Adubato said. “We
are charged with looking out for the
welfare of all of our citizens.”

Mayor Kalnins announced that
members of the Mayors Council
Rahway River Flood Control trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. to meet
with representatives in regards to
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
study of the Rahway River flood
control alternatives. The council
asked representatives for “friendly
pressure” of the Army Corps to com-
plete the study and then begin the
flood mitigation work. He said the
representatives have been receptive.
He thanked U.S. Senators Bob
Menendez and Cory Booker and
Congressman Leonard Lance for
their support.

During Ms. Adubato’s commis-
sioner comments, she acknowl-
edged the passing of her uncle Jack,
who she called “a proud Irish-
American.”

“Our family has lost a patriarch,
and an amazing father, uncle and
friend,” Ms. Adubato said.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board of
education heard a detailed presentation
at its Tuesday night meeting from sev-
eral eighth-grade students from
Deerfield School on the results of their
investigation into the historical accu-
racy and student attitudes toward the
school mascot, the Deerfield Indian.

The students, who were supported
by their teachers, Bryan Young and
Cathy Cirotti, began their presenta-
tion by noting, unlike other communi-
ties, which depict their school mascot
on uniforms, banners and other con-
sumer products, the only depiction of
the Deerfield Indian is on a welcome
mat at the school entrance.

A second speaker described the stu-
dents’ e-mail correspondence with rep-
resentatives of the Lenni Lenape tribe
who explained that the Deerfield
Indian’s logo is historically inaccurate
because it depicts a Native American
wearing a war bonnet, which was used
by Native Americans in the Great Plains,

not the Woodland Indians who inhab-
ited the New Jersey region. Additional
student advocates shared the results of
their survey of the Deerfield commu-
nity. They noted that an overwhelming
majority of the students (366 out of
496) knew what the mascot was and
over 60 percent were willing to partici-
pate in a possible redesign.

The students presented a proposed
work plan which includes working with
their guidance counselor, Heather
Goldstein, to create a lesson plan on
school pride and sprit and the role
which a mascot can play in a school
community, soliciting proposals for
possible new mascots from the student
body, and partnering with the art de-
partment to create models of a possible
new mascot which will be voted on by
the students. All new proposed designs
will maintain the school colors so they
can avoid the expense of new uni-
forms, be appropriate for an educa-
tional environment and be approved by
the school’s principal.

The board commended the students
on the quality and depth of their pre-
sentation and voted in favor of allow-
ing them to continue to investigate the
mascot issue.

Nancy Lubarsky, chief school ad-
ministrator, honored four members of
the Mountainside school community
who were the recipients of the 2014-
2015 Governor’s Teacher Recognition
Award.

The award acknowledges teachers
who exhibit outstanding perfor-
mance. The criteria for the selection
of the recipient of the awards in-
cludes use of effective instructional
techniques and methods, establish-
ment of productive classroom cli-
mate and rapport with students and
development of feelings of self-worth
and love of learning in students.

The awards were given to Lori
Rubino, who has been a paraprofes-
sional at Beechwood School for more
than 15 years; Julie Goerlich, special
services secretary at Deerfield, who
has worked with the child study team
for 23 years; Lisa Bruno, who has been
a nurse at Beechwood School for al-
most seven years, and Evan Morris,
who has been the district’s social worker
for more than six years. For each of the
award’s recipients, Ms. Lubarsky shared
with the public the comments which
the students and parents in the commu-
nity made during the award nomina-
tion process which demonstrated the
commitment to the students and pas-
sion for learning which these individu-
als have demonstrated.

In other business, Ms. Lubarsky
thanked the PTA for the support it
provided during the recent spring
fundraiser and science fair, and board
member Jeane Parker, who is the
community’s liaison with the Berkeley
Heights school district, advised the
public that the Berkeley Heights Town-
ship Council had changed some of its
parking ordinances and the Berkeley
Heights Police Department would now
be strictly enforcing the prohibition on
parking on residential streets in the
vicinity of Governor Livingston High
School.

 In connection with the ongoing
dispute with Berkeley Heights over
more than $900,000 in alleged tu-
ition underpayments by Mountain-
side, the Mountainside board voted
to retain the services of a forensic
accountant and to prepare and solicit
Requests for Proposals (RFPs) from
neighboring school districts who
could be possible candidates for re-
placing Governor Livingston as the
high school used by Mountainside
students.

The board’s next meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 28.

Freeholders Hold Final
County Budget Meeting

By THOMAS VAN DUYNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The county held its
final meeting for budget discussions
on Tuesday, hearing presentations
from the departments of public
works, human services and the Cor-
nerstone psychological unit at
Runnells Specialized Hospital as
well as the board of elections. The
main concern for the night was over
the issue of additional personnel
needed in many departments to keep
up with public demand and safety
concerns.

Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo spoke to the freeholders over
his concern for the Division of Ju-
venile Detention and the Division
of Social Services, and their need
for additional staff and resources.

Recently, in a move that solidi-
fied the closing of the Hudson
County Juvenile Detention Center,
Union County has guaranteed 20
beds at a rate of $230 per diem with
a $10 increase for next year. Mr.
Guzzo noted that the average popu-
lation at the Hudson center was
around “29 to 30” and that the Union
County center “will exceed those
beds guaranteed to them.” Addi-
tionally, a federal program has
leased 10 beds at the detention cen-
ter at all times.

Mr. Guzzo noted that only one to
two beds are filled on an average
day. The federal contract will pro-
duce $1.1 million in revenue over
the next year, he said. While these
contracts are being fulfilled there
will be no females held at the deten-
tion center in Linden.

Overall the juvenile detention
budget has increased from
$5,991,181 to $7,165,049. A large
part of that jump comes from a
$315,000 increase in salaries which
is being marked for the creation of
six positions. The reason for this
stems from a lack of current super-
vision in the center. Diana Yost, the

superintendent of the detention cen-
ter, initially asked for more indi-
viduals.

“Currently, at the Union County
facility we’re operating with only
two supervisors,” and 70 line staff,
Ms. Yost noted, saying that she and
her assistant were performing the
duties of a supervisor and observed,
“We are severely short staffed in
administration and line staff super-
vision.” The lack of supervision has
lead to a breakdown of the chain of
command, both Ms. Yost and Mr.
Guzzo agreed.

The other major jump in the health
services budget, Mr. Guzzo said,
was from the division of social ser-
vices. After experiencing a $3.5-
million increase, the division is now
presenting a budget of $43 million
for the 2015 fiscal year. This is due
largely to the creation of 24 new
positions for this year. The expenses
portion also saw a large increase
due primarily to the loss of grants.
Freeholder Angel Estrada noted that
“since 2008 the poverty level has
increased approximately 16 percent
and, ironically, grant funding has
decreased by about 16 percent.”

The department of human ser-
vices also presented on the Corner-
stone unit, which is now being
leased privately. The unit’s budget
is down significantly since it
changed hands; however, it is also
looking to add positions. The state
requires a roughly two to one ratio
of  hospital workers to patients and
as such they are attempting to cre-
ate seasonal jobs to cover for full-
time workers who go on vacation.

The other departments on Tues-
day presented relatively flat bud-
gets though they were also plagued
by loss of grant money for existing
programs. The facilities manage-
ment division of the public works
department saw an increase of $1.2
million with an expenses increase
of $379,000, attributed to the col-
lapsed division of hospital man-
agement that now appears in gen-
eral facilities management.

The major difference for 2015
was the proposal to hire a new em-
ployee in the board of elections to
count mail-in ballots and detect
voter fraud. Last year Union County
rejected 371 ballots due to fraud
which was determined because all
of those ballots had the same hand-
writing.

The final budget will be presented
to the public and be open for com-
ment sometime in early April.

Mountainside Board Wraps
Up Issue Over Vacant Lot

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The planning
board and the board of adjustment
both met on Tuesday evening.

The board had an unresolved issue
with Don Don Realty Company,
which had bought property left va-
cant after a historic house was re-
moved and put next to the historic
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House near
the Mountainside Public Library on
Constitution Plaza.

The corner property left vacant is
located at 90 New Providence Road
and 903 Mountain Avenue. Don Don
Realty intends to redevelop the prop-
erty and place one or possibly two
retail stores there. The issue was that,
since the house had been removed,
there has been a gaping hole on the
property in which people had begun
to dump garbage. Approval for the
site renovation was dependent on the
filling of the hole to prevent any more

dumping.
Board Chairman John Tomaine

announced that the issue had been
resolved and the Don Don Realty
application for renovation and devel-
opment could move forward.

www.goleader.com
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Fanwood Council Trying To
Reduce Proposed Budget
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By THOMAS VAN DUYNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil gathered at a special meeting last
Thursday to try to make cuts to the
proposed 2015 municipal budget af-
ter realizing that the current plan
would result in a drastic increase in
taxes for average homeowners within
the borough.

Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins said that when designing the
tentative 2015 budget a 2-percent in-
crease was anticipated in county taxes,
but information came to the council
that the figure would reflect closer to
a 2.78-percent increase. In total, if the
budget were passed as it stands, the

increase in taxes would result in about
a $200 jump per household when
county, school and municipal taxes
are factored.

The council proceeded to go
through the budget in an attempt to
find $100,000 that could be cut in
order to lessen the burden on taxpay-
ers. This would save about $30 per
household, according to Councilman
Russell Huegel.

Another rise in expenses came from
the Plainfield Area Regional Sewer-
age Authority (PARSA). The total
amount of sewage produced by a town
is measured by a meter in the pipes in
terms of what is called flow. Cur-
rently, Fanwood’s flow has increased,

causing its PARSA bill to rise by
$37,000. All towns that have access
to PARSA experienced an increase in
their bill except for South Plainfield,
which recently saw the closure of the
Campbell’s Soup factory, which de-
creased the municipality’s flow.

A concern was raised amongst the
council that part of the increase in
flow has resulted from faulty or old
pipes that allow rain water in and
therefore increase the borough’s flow.
Previously, evidence has been pre-
sented to the council that shows an
increase in the borough’s flow on
days with substantial rainfall.
Fanwood’s current budget includes a
public works project that would in-
volve spending $75,000 on mapping
the drains to find out where and if the
pipes need to be fixed. As of the end
of the meeting this project had been
scrapped until future years.

Additionally, Fanwood is in the
process of replacing its police cars,
many of which are more than five
years old and some of which date
back to 1998. The borough plans to
purchase one or two a year for 10
years. This year officials had slated to
purchase two more, one through
grants and one through tax revenue;
however, the second proposed car
was cut, with the plan to look at it
again next year.

The proposed skate park was
brought up as a possible project to
cut. Currently that project is set to
cost $25,000 that has not already been
set aside or provided for by grants
based on a $250,000 projection. This
price could go up once the project
goes out to bid. Councilman Dan
Levine told the council it was reason-
able that programs were being cut
and that there were “more things on
the list than can reasonably be done.”

One project that was added to the

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
last Thursday evening, approved its
tentative budget. The district is plan-
ning to advance the full-day kinder-
garten initiative. Board members also
honored the girls’ swim team and
Coach Jess Hulnik for capturing the
state title.

Business Administrator/Board Sec-

retary Deborah Saridaki gave a
PowerPoint presentation on the ten-
tative budget. Proposed are increases
in almost every aspect of the operat-
ing budget as follows: salaries for
2015-2016 are at $48,791,637, in the
2014-2015 budget they were
$47,592,295; benefits for 2015-2016
are at $16,171,136, compared to
$15,732,590 last year; tuition for
2015-2016 is at $6,719,966, for the
2014-2015 budget it was $6,778,031;
facilities/maintenance for 2015-2016
is $3,652,248, for 2014-2015 it was
$3,383,929; transportation costs for
2015-2016 are $2,750,230, for 2014-
2015 they were $2,734,851; capital
expenditures for 2015-2016 are at
$2,450,039, for 2014-2015 they were
$2,206,291; other expenses for 2015-
2016 are $5,825,029, in 2014-2015
they were $5,712,979.

The total operating budget for 2015-
2016 is $86,360,285 compared to
$84,140,956 in 2014-2015.

Ms. Saridaki said the following
staff increases were required for the
2015-2016 school year: one high-
school physical education teacher; a
middle-school basic skills teacher; a
middle-school nurse; two middle-
school special-education teachers and
an aide (self-contained) and a super-
visor of special education. In all, it is
an increase of seven staff positions.

She said, “We have continued to
fund maintenance and capital projects
within our budget.” She continued,
“Using banked cap from the 2012-
2013 tax rate, the board has identified
$779,415 that can be used in the base
budget. The board is recommending
using this banked cap for staffing
needs and the remainder will be used
toward funding construction projects
required to advance full-day kinder-
garten.” Ms. Saridaki pointed out that
the largest portion of the budget will
be for salaries (57 percent); the next
largest portion for benefits (19 per-
cent).

The proposed budget will cost the
taxpayers of Scotch Plains
$65,484,279. The impact on the aver-
age home will be a $285.50 hike or a
percentage increase of 3.73. The pro-
posed tax levy for Fanwood residents
will be $18,027,754. The impact on
the average Fanwood home will be a
$51.96 increase or an increase of
0.79 percent.

Ms. Saridaki said the state aid fig-
ures are the same as the last school
year, $3,247,508. She said federal
aid for Medicaid is $25,619; for 2014-
2015 it was $18,471. The total state
and federal aid for this year is
$3,273,127. For the 2014-2015 school
year it was $3,265,979.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN TIMES … New Jersey Makers Day, a statewide, single-day event, was held at the Scotch Plains Library on Saturday.
Pictured are Emma and Satig Palian. Throughout the day, a variety of drop-in projects and activities were available such
as the basics of knitting for adults to making a piggy bank out of recycled materials for kids.

Courtesy of Bill Klimas
FIRST DAY OF SPRING?…  The first full day of spring in Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains was met by several inches of snow on Friday, but all the white stuff
was gone by Sunday.

Photo Courtesy of Garwood Councilwoman Ann Tarantino
SENATORIAL VISIT... Employees of Penn Company of America  in Garwood
on Tuesday greet Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), center, while he was there
to discuss his legislation that would reward companies that keep jobs in the
United States. New York City reporters, however, were there to get the Senator’s
comments on federal corruption charges he faces. See story on page 2.
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WF Taxes to Go Up $466,642
In $38.7-Mil. Munic. Budget

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular pub-
lic meeting this past Tuesday evening,
the town council presented the mu-
nicipal budget for 2015 of
$38,671,928, an increase from the
2014 budget of $935,421 with
$26,652,160 to be raised in property
taxes, a $466,642 increase from last
year’s tax levy of $26,185,518.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky made some
introductory remarks about the pro-
posed budget. “The budget process is
a year-long process, it continues, it’s
regularly going on. Late, late in the
year and early in the following year,
it really kicks in a lot.

“Every time I’m in this building, it
seems like Councilman (Sam) Della
Fera and his committee is here work-
ing on the 2015 budget. We’ve been
very fortunate with all the chairs
(chairpersons of the finance commit-
tee) we’ve had here, they have been
very talented people, very bright and
have really served the Town of

Westfield well.”
The finance policy committee con-

sists of Councilman Frank Arena,
Councilman Mark Lo Grippo (vice-
chairperson), Councilwoman Jo Ann
Neylan and is chaired by Council-
man Della Fera.

Mr. Della Fera stated he was satis-
fied with the proposed budget. “One
of the most important responsibili-
ties we have (as council members) is
to be responsible stewards of other
people’s money. We’re also taxpay-
ers in this town. I know I wanted to
know before I was on council that
folks on this dais were having my
best interests in mind and looking to
spend my money carefully to provide
me the best value for my tax dollars.
I think this budget does just that,”
concluded Mr. Della Fera.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
then presented the proposed budget
via a Powerpoint presentation.

The owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment in

Freeholders Hold Final
County Budget Meeting

By THOMAS VAN DUYNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The county held its
final meeting for budget discussions
on Tuesday, hearing presentations
from the departments of public works,
human services and the Cornerstone
psychological unit at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital as well as the board
of elections. The main concern for
the night was over the issue of addi-
tional personnel needed in many de-
partments to keep up with public
demand and safety concerns.

Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo spoke to the freeholders over
his concern for the Division of Juve-
nile Detention and the Division of
Social Services, and their need for
additional staff and resources.

Recently, in a move that solidified
the closing of the Hudson County
Juvenile Detention Center, Union
County has guaranteed 20 beds at a
rate of $230 per diem with a $10
increase for next year. Mr. Guzzo
noted that the average population at
the Hudson center was around “29 to
30” and that the Union County center
“will exceed those beds guaranteed
to them.” Additionally, a federal pro-
gram has leased 10 beds at the deten-
tion center at all times.

Mr. Guzzo noted that only one to
two beds are filled on an average day.
The federal contract will produce $1.1
million in revenue over the next year,
he said. While these contracts are
being fulfilled there will be no fe-
males held at the detention center in
Linden.

Overall the juvenile detention bud-
get has increased from $5,991,181 to
$7,165,049. A large part of that jump
comes from a $315,000 increase in
salaries which is being marked for
the creation of six positions. The rea-
son for this stems from a lack of
current supervision in the center.

Diana Yost, the superintendent of the
detention center, initially asked for
more individuals.

“Currently, at the Union County
facility we’re operating with only
two supervisors,” and 70 line staff,
Ms. Yost noted, saying that she and
her assistant were performing the
duties of a supervisor and observed,
“We are severely short staffed in ad-
ministration and line staff supervi-
sion.” The lack of supervision has
lead to a breakdown of the chain of
command, both Ms. Yost and Mr.
Guzzo agreed.

The other major jump in the health
services budget, Mr. Guzzo said, was
from the division of social services.
After experiencing a $3.5-million in-
crease, the division is now presenting
a budget of $43 million for the 2015
fiscal year. This is due largely to the
creation of 24 new positions for this
year. The expenses portion also saw a
large increase due primarily to the
loss of grants. Freeholder Angel
Estrada noted that “since 2008 the
poverty level has increased approxi-
mately 16 percent and, ironically,
grant funding has decreased by about
16 percent.”

The department of human services
also presented on the Cornerstone
unit, which is now being leased pri-
vately. The unit’s budget is down
significantly since it changed hands;
however, it is also looking to add
positions. The state requires a roughly
two to one ratio of  hospital workers
to patients and as such they are at-
tempting to create seasonal jobs to
cover for full-time workers who go
on vacation.

The other departments on Tuesday
presented relatively flat budgets
though they were also plagued by
loss of grant money for existing pro-
grams. The facilities management

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
FESTIVE AND FUN...Two-year-old Violet Ramos of Garwood works on her
Easter egg Tuesday afternoon at Be Craftful on Martine Avenue. She has four
eggs to pick from for Saturday's egg-decorating contest at Fanwood's annual
Easter Egg Hunt at Forest Road Park.
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budget was the intention to rent goats
for the removal of poison ivy and the
invasive species Japanese Knotweed
which is running rampant at the six-
acre nature center. Both of these plants
are difficult to remove effectively by
hand because the roots remain in the
ground and the plants come back. In
recent years, local troops of Girl
Scouts have come in to pull the weeds;
however, now they are just too wide-
spread. Over the last 10 years the
Fanwood Environmental Commis-
sion has come to the governing body
asking for the goats.

Goats pull up the weeds by the
roots and eliminate the problem natu-
rally without the use of pesticides or
chemicals that would go against the
mission of the nature center. The total
cost would be around $10,000. Mayor
Colleen Mahr pointed out that this
method has been used effectively at
“the Summit Arboretum [which had]
this exact problem and… they brought
in goats in the last year” to eradicate
this problem. Additionally, this tech-
nique has been used at the Sandy
Hook Environmental Center.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Budget

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
TOP ENTREPRENEUR…Amy Boroff of Fanwood,  center, receives the Entre-
preneur Award from Commission on Status of Women member Cheryl Pantina
and flowers from Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, right.

Westfield, will see their taxes in-
creased by $50 for the year, or $4.17
a month, to support the municipal
budget.

The lax levy increase is 1.78 per-
cent over last year’s budget and is
lower than the state mandated 2 per-
cent tax levy cap.

By state law, municipalities are al-
lowed exceptions every year permit-
ting them to go over the 2 percent tax
levy cap law for specific reasons such
as increases in debt service, increases
in pensions and health care costs for
municipal employees or emergen-
cies such as Hurricane Sandy.

Mr. Gildea pointed out that the
finance policy committee kept the
tax levy increase below the cap with-
out resorting to the use of any such
exemptions.

Mr. Gildea also stated that the bud-
get includes an increase to the town’s
capital budget “to accommodate ad-
ditional capital work including road

MS BOE Hears Proposal
On New School Mascot
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board of
education heard a detailed presentation
at their Tuesday night meeting from
several eighth grade students from
Deerfield School on the results of their
investigation into the historically accu-
racy and student attitudes toward the
school mascot, the Deerfield Indian.

The students, who were supported
by their teachers, Bryan Young and
Cathy Cirotti, began their presentation
by noting, unlike other communities,
which depict their school mascot on
uniforms, banners, and other consumer
products, the only depiction of the
Deerfield Indian is on a welcome mat at
the school entrance.

A second speaker described the stu-
dents e-mail correspondence with rep-
resentatives of the Lenni Lenape tribe
who explained that the Deerfield
Indian’s logo is historical inaccurate
because it depicts a Native American
wearing a war bonnet which was used
by Native Americans in the Great Plains,
not the Woodland Indians who inhab-

ited the New Jersey region. Additional
student advocates shared the results of
their survey of the Deerfield commu-
nity. They noted that an overwhelming
majority of the students (366 out of
496) knew what the mascot was and
over 60 percent were willing to partici-
pate in a possible redesign.

The students presented a proposed
work plan which includes working with
their Guidance Counselor, Heather
Goldstein, to create a lesson plan on
school pride and sprit and the role
which a mascot can play in a school
community, soliciting proposals for
possible new mascots from the student
body, partnering with the art depart-
ment to create models of a possible new
mascot which will be voted on by the
students. All new proposed designs
will maintain the school colors so they
can avoid the expense of new uni-
forms, be appropriate for an educa-
tional environment, and be approved
by the school’s principal.

The board commended the students
on the quality and depth of their pre-
sentation and voted in favor of allow-
ing them to continue to investigate the
mascot issue.

Nancy Lubarsky, chief school ad-
ministrator, honored four members of
the Mountainside school community
who were the recipients of the 2014-
2015 Governor’s Teacher Recognition
Award.

The award acknowledges teachers
who exhibit outstanding performance.
The criteria for the selection of the
recipient of the awards includes the use
of effective use of effective instruc-
tional techniques and methods, estab-
lishment of productive classroom cli-
mate and rapport with students and
development of feelings of self-worth
and love of learning in students.

The awards were given to Lori
Rubino, who has been a paraprofes-
sional at Beechwood School for more
than 15 years; Julie Goerlich, special
services secretary at Deerfield, who
has worked with the child study team
for 23 years; Lisa Bruno, who has been
a nurse at Beechwood School for al-
most seven years, and Evan Morris
who has been the district’s social worker
for more than six years. For each of the
award’s recipients, Ms. Lubarsky shared
with the public the comments which
the students and parents in the commu-
nity made during the award nomina-
tion process which demonstrated the
commitment to the students and pas-
sion for learning which these individu-
als have demonstrated.

In other business, Ms. Lubarsky
thanked the PTA for the support they
provided during the recent spring
fundraiser and science fair and board
member Jeane Parker, who is the com-
munities liaison with the Berkeley
Heights school district, advised the
public that the Berkeley Heights Town-
ship Council had changed some of
their parking ordinances and the Ber-
keley Heights Police Department would
now be strictly enforcing the prohibi-
tion on parking on residential streets in
the vicinity of Governor Livingston
High School.

 In connection with the ongoing dis-
pute with Berkeley Heights over more
than $900,000 in alleged tuition under-
payments by Mountainside, the Moun-
tainside board voted to retain the ser-
vices of a forensic accountant and to
prepare and solicit Requests for Pro-
posals (RFPs) from neighboring school
districts who could be possible candi-
dates for replacing Governor Livingston
as the high school used by Mountain-
side high school students.

The board’s next meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 28.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council
paving, new equipment purchases and
other infrastructure repairs.”

The budget also includes moneys
to enhance the town’s website.

Mr. Gildea stated that the proposed
2015 budget will soon be available
online on the town’s website, located
at www.westfieldnj.gov and that
members of the public may be heard
regarding the proposed budget at the
next town council meeting.

In other news, the council approved
the demolition of single-family dwell-
ings located at 1718 Florida Street,
321 Orenda Circle and 925 Willow
Grove Road and a detached garage
located at 251 Walnut Street.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 14, at 7 p.m.,
at the municipal building located at
425 East Broad Street. The confer-
ence session will be immediately fol-
lowed by the council’s regular public
meeting at 7:45 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County

Clerk’s Office to Get Funds
To Purge, Maintain Records

division of the public works depart-
ment saw an increase of $1.2 million
with an expenses increase of
$379,000, attributed to the collapsed
division of hospital management that
now appears in general facilities man-
agement.

The major difference for 2015 was
the proposal to hire a new employee
in the board of elections to count
mail-in ballots and detect voter fraud.
Last year Union County rejected 371
ballots due to fraud which was deter-
mined because all of those ballots
had the same handwriting.

The final budget will be presented
to the public and be open for com-
ment sometime in early April.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Council members
have agreed to shift $4,500 slated for
the planning board to the borough
clerk’s office to begin purging and
maintaining records, one of several
long-term capital projects discussed
March 19 at a second council meet-
ing on the municipal budget.

The money was moved after plan-
ning board member and Council
President Bill Nierstedt said at the
initial hearing on March 12 that he
felt the expenditure for the develop-
ment oversight authority was unnec-
essary. After consulting with Steven
Greet, Council Finance Chairman
Louis Petruzzelli said the planning
board chairman agreed, and the
money was freed for other uses.

The decision leaves the 2015 bud-
get, still to be formally introduced, at
$7.8 million, including a tax hike of
approximately $85 for a home as-
sessed at $100,000. Council mem-
bers cut $21,000 from the spending
plan at the March 12 meeting, the
biggest portion — $5,000 — coming
from police overtime.

Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma requested the funding for
the records maintenance at last
Thursday’s meeting, hoping to bring
in an intern during the summer to
begin sorting documents for destruc-
tion and digitization.

In other matters, the council agreed
to spend $59,000 to purchase a re-

placement for the police/fire dispatch
console ($41,000) – parts of which
date back to 1983 — and a dictaphone
($18,000) to record calls to the emer-
gency line.

Using a capital bond for the pur-
chase was proposed but was deferred
until the board could get input from
Mr. Nierstedt, who was absent.

Additionally, the council agreed to
have Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello begin to seek estimates
for sidewalk replacement in several
areas to coincide with road resurfac-
ing and repair. The finance commit-
tee has estimated the cost to be be-
tween $60,000 and $80,000.

That expenditure would be paid
for with a bond, as would $27,000 for
a Ford Explorer sport-utility vehicle
to replace the 13-year-old model be-
ing used by the fire safety inspection
officer. The council agreed to seek
lease bids for the SUV after rejecting
another request by the fire depart-
ment to replace the 1997 Chevy Sub-
urban used by Fire Chief Michael
Tharaldsen.

The documentation issue ac-
counted for the largest single part of
the council’s approximate one-hour-
and-15-minute discussion.

Ms. Ariemma noted how the
borough’s records are becoming un-
manageable, with the town running
out of space to properly store them.
Some need to be purged. Others need
to be retained as required by state
statute, and others contain historical
value to the town.

“We have an actual book disinte-
grating,” she said. “It’s not the Decla-
ration of Independence, but you’re
required to preserve that.”

Furthermore, the borough is still
keeping its tax maps on paper, she
said, which causes problems when
certain requests are made, like desig-
nating distances to determine com-
pliance with laws or ordinances.

“I have to use a protractor,” she
explained. “It’s time to start looking
at tech a little more closely, and get-
ting on board with neighboring
towns.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPF BOE
The tentative budget was approved.

The lone dissenter was Betty Anne
Woerner. Ms. Woerner told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“Right now there is a disagreement
over prioritizing and spending. Hope-
fully it will be resolved before the
final budget is brought up for a vote.”
She declined to be more specific.

In other business, the Girls’ Raider
swim team was honored for winning
the state girls championship. The team
also is the Union County Conference
Team of the Year, North II Group B
Section Champions and the Public G
Girls Swimming State Champions.
Coach Hulnik was congratulated for
being named Girls’ Swimming Coach
of the Year by N.J.com.

Board member Trip Whitehouse
urged the community to come out and
support a Comedy Night on Friday,
May 1, at 8 p.m., in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Auditorium,
starring Scotch Plains’ own Mike
Marino. The show is sponsored by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice
Hockey Association to celebrate its
10th anniversary. The show is for
persons age 16 and older. Tickets are
$25 each. Proceeds will help fund the
high-school ice hockey teams. Tick-
ets are available at
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/
1358379 or Posh Car Wash or by e-
m a i l i n g
Ddanna.DellBene@yahoo.com.

Mountainside Wraps
Up Vacant Lot Issue

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The planning
board and the board of adjustment
both met on Tuesday evening.

The board had an unresolved issue
with Don Don Realty Company,
which had bought property left va-
cant after a historic house was re-
moved and put next to the historic
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House near
the Mountainside Public Library on
Constitution Plaza.

The corner property left vacant is
located at 90 New Providence Road
and 903 Mountain Avenue. Don Don
Realty intends to redevelop the prop-
erty and place one or possibly two
retail stores there. The issue was that,
since the house had been removed,
there has been a gaping hole on the
property in which people had begun
to dump garbage. Approval for the
site renovation was dependent on the
filling of the hole to prevent any more
dumping.

Board Chairman John Tomaine
announced that the issue had been
resolved and the Don Don Realty
application for renovation and devel-
opment could move forward.

HAPPY 93rd BIRTHDAY…Editor David Corbin of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times displays his work to his mother, Eleanor B. Corbin, in Peachtree City, Ga.
last weekend while visiting on her 93rd birthday. Sister Honey Corbin, standing
with Mr. Corbin, hosts the celebration.

Read opinions on the
dissolution of the Scotch

Plains Recreation
Commission in

Letters to the Editor
on Pages 4 and 5
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Planning Bd. OKs Addition
For PSE&G Substation
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The planning board
last Wednesday night approved an
amended final site plan application
for an addition to the PSE&G substa-
tion off of South Avenue near the
Garden State Parkway and the Conrail
tracks.

Niall O’Brien, an attorney repre-
senting PSE&G, said there would be
upgrades and modifications and an
addition to the existing substation on
the nine-acre tract.

Raymond Tripodi, manager of
transmission permitt ing for
PSE&G who is also a planner and
an engineer, said a reactor tank for
the pump house, a combination
storage and maintenance building
and a distribution switching sta-
tion, which will be used to trans-
mit electricity from high-voltage
lines, are included in the project.
He said the purpose is to improve
power for the New Jersey Turn-
pike and the Garden State Park-
way as well as for Cranford and
the surrounding area.

“The modifications are for safety
and compliance,” Mr. Tripodi said.
The project, he added, will be over-
seen by the Penn Jersey Maryland
Operators, a regulatory agency which
oversees power in New Jersey and 12

other states. He said a shunt reactor is
used as a shock absorber to see if
there is a fault in the underground
line. He also said a tank with mineral
oil in it is used to cool and insulate the
system. He said the new building will
be attached to a flat start generator
which can supply power. He added it
is not often used.

Mr. Tripodi said the pump house is
close to the Garden State Parkway,
about 10.7 feet from the side yard,
and other buildings are 21 feet from
the side yard. He added that the project
is for the health, safety and the public
good. He said the project will bring
no additional traffic and have no im-
pact on the surrounding residential or
commercial properties in the area.
Mr. O’Brien called it a straight for-
ward application.

Mayor Andis Kalnins asked if the
shunt reactor would be surrounded
by a containing wall. The mayor
asked if the storage building and
the gas generator would be enclosed,
to which Mr. Tripodi responded that
they would be surrounded by an
existing fence. He also said the re-
taining wall is crumbling and it will
be replaced.

The board will meet next on
Wednesday, April 1, at 7:45 p.m., at
the municipal building, located at 8
Springfield Avenue.

FANWOOD DEM TEAM... Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, Councilman
Jack Molenaar, left, and council candidate Erin McElroy Barker pose for a photo
last Wednesday night, March 18, at a meeting of the Fanwood Democratic
Committee. The committee selected the three Fanwood residents as the party's
candidates for mayor and borough council seats in this year's borough election.
Ms. Mahr is running for a fourth term as Fanwood's mayor. Mr. Molenaar is
seeking re-election to council and Ms. McElroy Barker is running in her first race
for council.

Borough Council Focuses
On Budget and Pool

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The 2015-
2016 fiscal budget and the operation
of the Mountainside Community Pool
were discussed at the March 17 meet-
ing of the borough council.

Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli reminded
all residents that copies of the proposed
budget would soon be available for
review at the Mountainside Public Li-
brary, the borough clerk’s office and
the community’s website. A public
hearing on the budget will take place on
Tuesday, April 21 at 7:30 p.m.

Council members unanimously
voted in favor of approving a 2 per-
cent salary increase for union and
non-union borough employees and
conducted a first reading on a pro-
posed ordinance to establish what is
known as a “cap” bank pursuant to
the state law which governs munici-
pal budgets. Because of the state 2
percent cap on municipal tax in-
creases, it has become increasingly
more difficult for towns to prepare

such as Mountainside must comply
with the mandatory restrictions, while
at the same time continuing to pro-
vide essential services.

One of the ways local governments
can comply is to adopt an ordinance
to establish a “cap” bank. The legis-
lation permits the town in certain
situations, such as when pensions
and health insurance costs increase,
to increase its budget in an amount
not to exceed 3.5 percent of the pre-
ceding year’s appropriations level.
Further discussions of the cap bank
will be held at the April 21 meeting.

The council voted to approve the
hiring of several staff and lifeguards
for the summer season at the
Mountainside Pool, which will con-
tinue to be managed by Frank Masella.

In other business, Councilman
Glenn Mortimer publicly acknowl-
edged and thanked the community
and his fellow council members for
the sympathy and support which they
recently offered his wife and family
after the death of his mother-in-law.

Rajoppi, Park, LaCorte
Present Budget Requests

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders’ fiscal committee con-
tinued its budget meetings Thurs-
day, with the committee hearing
budget proposals from the county
clerk, prosecutor’s office and
county surrogate. The committee
was given an executive budget from
County Manager Al Faella of $492
million, with $336 million to be
raised in taxes, $9 million more
than last year.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi’s total
budget includes $1.9 million for salaries
and wages, the same as last year. Other
expenses are up $75,000 to $161,250
due to increased cost for office supplies
from a big increase in Passport applica-
tions. “And that includes the cost of the
film,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

Her budget includes $51,000 for
overtime and another $35,500 for
seasonal workers. Ms. Rajoppi said
these workers are needed to handle
mail-in ballot requests.

On the revenue side, the office gen-
erated $26 million in 2014 in docu-
ment recordings, the same as the prior
year. Ms. Rajoppi said recordings for
the first two months of 2015 “ex-
ceeds the past three years in revenue”
for the same time period.

Ms. Rajoppi said the clerk’s Westfield
business office expanded to do all the
functions of the Elizabeth office with
the exception of property recortings.

In 2015, she said the office will
continue to expand its e-reporting sys-
tem while continuing back scanning
documents for the property website
which currently go back to 1977.

The proposed budget for the clerk’s
election division includes $129,522
for salaries and wages, with another
$968,810 for expenses. The budget is
down about $37,000 from last year.

In her budget, Acting County Pros-
ecutor Grace Park said she is request-
ing a $35,000 victim/witness advo-

cate position, noting that the office is
“trying to strengthen our victim/wit-
ness services, particularly in our do-
mestic violence units.”

“I plan to keep the budget fiscally
conservative as I did in the past year,”
she said.

The office’s budget request is
$21,434,040, of which $20,619,040
is for salaries and wages. Overtime is
listed at $600,000.

Ms. Park, who has been acting
prosecutor since June of 2013, said
her office handled 5,000 cases last
year, 85 cases of which were tried in
court. The office also worked on 18
homicide cases that occurred in Union
County in 2014.

Ms. Park is changing the
prosecutor’s office to a vertical for-
mat whereby an assistant prosecutor
will be assigned to significant cases
from the beginning. She believes this
will lead to “early resolution” on
cases and “produce earlier prosecu-
tions” while increasing the county’s
conviction rate.

Freeholder Angel Estrada, who
chaired the meeting in the absence
of committee chairman Chris Hudak,
said the board is “very much com-
mitted that our quality of life is im-
proved.”

In his budget, Surrogate James
LaCorte said his budget has “stayed
pretty much the same.” In the execu-
tive budget, salaries and wages for
his office are listed at $972,467 with
a little less than $30,000 in expenses.

Mr. LaCorte noted that Arlene
Verniero, a 33-year employee of the
surrogate’s office, is retiring as of
April. He said she is a probate special
deputy in the office. He said he is
transferring Ms. Verniero’s duties to
other staff although he hopes to hire
another person. He said his budget
request includes three-quarters of her
salary of $88,000.

In 2014 the office adjudicated more
than 2,500 estate matters, mostly
cases involving deceased persons who
died without a will.

He said his office holds night hours
four times a month in Linden,
Cranford, Union and Summit. He
also visits people who are shut-ins in
their homes.

Among his 2015 initiatives, Mr.
LaCorte wants to improve outreach
to minority communities, especially
the Hispanic community.

County Looks to Extend
Health Contract at Jail

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — County freeholders
last Thursday considered a resolu-
tion to extend a contract with Corizon
Health of NJ for another two months
as the county reviews proposals from
other companies interested in pro-
viding health-care services for in-
mates at the county jail and detainees
at the juvenile detention center.

The contract extension, which
would run from April 1 through May
15, would cost $900,389.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said four or five additional
companies proposals have to be re-
viewed, at which point a recom-
mendation will be made on which
firm to offer the contract. He also
said if the county opts to go with a
different company there will need
to be a transitional period from
Corizon to the new vendor.

“The real issue now is what is cov-
ered because of the Affordable Care
Act,” he said. He said the cost of
inmates hospitalized for more than
24 hours is now picked up by Medic-
aid. Medications, as well as if an
inmate needs to go into drug treat-
ment, are now covered through Med-
icaid.

“So that will be a savings (to the
county),” Mr. Guzzo said.

Another resolution would enable
the county to house its female juve-
nile detainees at the Bergen County

Juvenile Detention Center. Bergen
also will be the primary facility used
in the event that Union detainees and
Hudson County detainees cannot be
accommodated at the Union County
detention center in Linden due to
overcrowding. Union County signed
an agreement last year with Hudson
to house all of Hudson’s detainees at
the Linden facility.

 The board also considered a num-
ber of road improvement contracts.
Foggia Trinity Electric, LLC of
Scotch Plains is set to get a $249,892
contract for improvements to the
intersection of North Broad Street
and Central Avenue in Hillside. Tif-
fany Electric of Fairfield is to get
the $455,777 contract for improve-
ments to Magie Avenue at Summit
Road and Magie Avenue/Lincoln
Avenue at Galloping Hill Road in
Elizabeth.

The next board meeting will be
tonight, Thursday, March 26, at 7
p.m.

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com
Store hours - M T W F & Saturday: 10 to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10 to 7:30pm • Sunday: Closed

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

Menendez Responds to
Pending Fed. Charges

GARWOOD — U.S. Sen. Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) visited The Pen
Company of America, a factory in
Garwood, on Tuesday to highlight
his legislation that is intended to re-
ward companies that keep jobs in the
U.S. However, the 20 reporters, pho-
tographers, and TV news camera op-
erators were there to seek the
Senator’s comments regarding pend-
ing federal corruption charges against
him, NJ Advance Media reported.
The corruption charges are said to be
focused on Sen. Menendez’ relation-
ship with friend and campaign donor
Salomon Melgen.

“I’ll say the same thing I said two
weeks ago when there was a different
press report, and that is that I have
always acted appropriately and le-
gally,” Sen. Menendez said, accord-

ing to the NJ Advance Media report.
The New Jersey Law Journal has

reported that Sen. Menendez has hired
attorney Abbe Lowell, who repre-
sented former Democratic vice-presi-
dential nominee John Edwards and
former lobbyist Jack Abramoff, to
represent him.

Under Sen. Menendez legislation,
companies that do not outsource jobs
and hire veterans, could  qualify for
the America Star program and use its
logo as a "badge of honor" in market-
ing their products, NJ Advance Me-
dia reported,

Attending the event were Garwood
Borough Council members Bill
Nierstedt and Ann Tarantino,  State
Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Eliza-
beth), Union County Freeholder Bruce
Bergen and Sheriff Joseph Cryan.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES
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$750 INSTANT REBATE!
ON COMPLETE SYSTEMS

D. Weltman Plumbing Lic. #6440  G. Nowicki Electric Lic. #6808 HIC #13VH04948800 HVAC #1228

EXPIRES
APRIL 30th

WeltmanHomeServices.com
888-603-2182

On qualifying systems only.  Offer cannot be combined with other discounts.

RVSA Selects Highest Cost
Proposal for Digester Lids

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Last week’s meeting
of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority Board of Commissioners sup-
ported the Authority’s recommenda-
tion to select CDM Smith as the pro-
vider of engineering services for the
digester cover and waste gas flare
replacement project. The Authority’s
biosolids disposal costs are to rise
significantly. Also, RVSA received
an award for their energy saving
works.

The single topic resulting in the
greatest discussion was the selection
of CDM Smith, Inc. of Edison as the
engineering firm to handle the di-
gester cover replacement and waste
gas flares. Three companies had sub-
mitted proposals in response to
RVSA’s request for proposal (RFP).
The three proposals were from T&M
Associates of Middletown at 978
hours and $125,564; Hazen and Saw-
yer of New York City at 1,879 hours
and $257,046; and CDM Smith at
2,886 hours and $324,670.

A points based review process was
applied to the submissions with
T&M’s proposal receiving 765 of a
possible 1,000 points, Hazen & Saw-
yer receiving 896 points, and CDM
Smith accruing 941 points. The au-
thority adjusted the amounts on two
of the submissions, correcting a math-
ematical error in T&M’s submission
and removing some costs, primarily
for an on-site engineer from CDM
Smith’s submission. The engineer
would, most of the time, be RVSA’s
staff engineer John Buonocore. At
one point, Authority Counsel Dennis
Estis of Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith
and Davis said that the construction
management portion of Hazen and
Sawyer’s submission was not close
to what was requested and probably
should have been rescored.

Several of the commissioners ques-
tioned aspects of the Authority’s sug-
gestion to award the contract to CDM
Smith. Both T&M and Hazen and
Sawyer left out some required items.
Westfield Commissioner Allen Chin
asked, “Are we sure our specs (in the
RFP) were adequate?” RVSA Execu-
tive Director Jim Meehan replied,
“Yes.” Stephen Greet, Garwood’s
commissioner, asked if the shortcom-
ing could have resulted in the two
lower bids being eliminated. Again,
Mr. Meehan’s reply was, “Yes.” It
was also noted that CDM Smith al-
lowed much more flexibility in their
proposal, permitting 50 changes

within it, versus just 12 in Hazen and
Sawyer’s submission. This would
likely result in much faster cost in-
creases if Hazen and Sawyer were
selected.

Mr. Meehan also stated that nei-
ther of the other bidders covered the
requirements of the RFP as well as
CDM Smith did. Additionally, the
RFP asked about experience with
similar projects. CDM Smith had
three projects matching the planned
project, neither of the other submitters
had as many.

Mr. Meehan elaborated further on
the Authority’s cost expectations for
the project. He said they expect to
spend between $270,000 and
$290,000 on the engineering for the
project. When Clark Commissioner
Frank Mazzarella asked, “Are you
confident there will be no significant
cost overrun?” Mr. Meehan replied
that “you can never say never,” but
unless unknown problems are found,
he expects this amount to cover the
project’s engineering needs.

A new biosolids hauling contract
was let to Spectraserve covering the
period through the end of 2017 at a
cost of $94 per ton. The rate is an
increase from a prior rate of $79 per
ton. The cost increase was blamed on
higher dumping costs. Two questions
about this were addressed, the first
was whether using the drying equip-
ment in conjunction with waste heat
from the co-generation process could
be used to dry the waste and by re-
ducing the water content, reduce the
weight of the material. The answer to
this was yes. The second, was whether
the material could be sold for use as
fertilizer. Mr. Meehan said another
authority had the market pretty well
sewn up, so breaking into it would be
difficult.

At February’s meeting, Mr. Chin
was elected as chairman of the
board, and Springfield’s Michael
Furci was voted into the vice-chair-
man position. Mr. Chin and Mr.
Mazzarella were both re-appointed
by their respective municipalities
for five-year terms as commission-
ers.

The RVSA received an Energy
Savers Award from the Association
of Environmental Authorities on
March 11th. This award recognized
new LED lighting at the Authority’s
facility and the use of natural gas in
the summer to generate additional
electricity for the facility, and thus
make more electricity available on
the grid.

BOE Hears Presentation
On Personalized Learning

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The board of edu-
cation met on Monday evening and
honored Lisa Patella, an active board
member, who recently resigned after
six years. Michael Caulfield, a former
member, was welcomed back to ful-
fill her unexpired term. The board
also viewed a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on personalized learning about
Rosemary Scholz’s fifth graders at
the Brookside Place Elementary
School.

Board President Mary Venditti pre-
sented a certificate of appreciation
and flowers to Ms. Patella, saying, “It
was an honor to work with you.”
Superintendent of Schools Gayle
Carrick echoed that sentiment, say-
ing, “It was an honor to work with
someone who put her heart and soul
into everything she did.” The board
gave Ms. Patella a standing ovation.
After the meeting, Ms. Patella said,
“The reason for leaving was that life
just got too hectic, but I’ll miss it.”
Mr. Caulfield was then sworn in to
fulfill her unexpired seat. Mr.
Caulfield had previously served on
the board for 13 years.

Ms. Carrick then introduced Rose-
mary Scholz, who is in charge of the
“personalized learning” program. Ms.
Scholz explained that the program
allows for a portion of each Friday
afternoon for the students to explore
and work on their interests or pas-
sions. “It is the passion that comes
back to you through the students,” she
said.

 The students were at the meeting
and several told the reasons that
they liked being in the program and
how much it means to them.
Brookside Place School Principal
Michael Klimko thanked the board
for its support. He praised Ms.
Scholz for taking the lead in this
project.

The PowerPoint presentation was
entitled “A Glance Into Our Class-
room.” It showed students at work on
projects they chose and designed
themselves. One student summed it
up by saying, “Personalized learning
has taught us to think for ourselves
and to expand our horizons.” Ms.
Scholz said. “It’s not that we didn’t
have some roadblocks, but students
learned time management, a level of
research, to show evidence to sup-
port their thesis, and to be a risk
taker.”

“I’m so thankful that they shared.
There is a level of interdependence,”

she said. “There is a 69-percent in-
crease in student engagement,” she
added.

Some of the personal testimony
of the students was, “It’s wonderful
that the students can go on their
own to explore new topics.” “I re-
ally like it. I learned how to re-
search and gather information.”
“I’ve learned about World War I
and World War II.” School Librar-
ian Arline McCloskey, who helped
the students with online resources,
said, “I’m proud of the fifth grad-
ers.”

Ms. Sholz concluded by saying,
“They’re a wonderful group of kids.
This is one of those things. You are
going to meet your standards. You
just have to have faith in little
people.” Superintendent Carrick
commented, “Thank you so much.
This was a dream come true for
me.”

In other business, Brian Niemsyk,
president of the Cranford Education
Association, presented the board
with a check for $1,500 for Project
Graduation. The board voted to ac-
cept a grant of $1,000 from the
Cranford Fund For Educational Ex-
cellence to support the Livingston
Avenue School’s Guided Reading
project, which allows teachers to
focus attention on improving the
reading skills of students who need
additional help.

The board changed the open work
session meeting scheduled for Mon-
day, April 13, to Monday, April 20, at
8 p.m., at the Lincoln School board
conference room on Centennial Av-
enue.

Feliz Estevez Finishes
Air Force Training

WESTFIELD — Air Force Air-
man Felix A. Estevez has graduated
from basic military training at Joint
Base San Antonio-Lackland, San
Antonio, Tex.

The airman completed an inten-
sive, eight-week program that in-
cluded training in military discipline
and studies, Air Force core values,
physical fitness, and basic warfare
principles and skills.

Airmen who complete basic train-
ing earn four credits toward an asso-
ciate in applied science degree
through the Community College of
the Air Force.

Airman Estevez is a 2010 gradu-
ate of Westfield Senior High
School.

Cranford Committee Votes
To Cut Down ‘Old Peppy’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee voted to remove “Old
Peppy,” the 200-year-old Pepperidge
tree in Lincoln Park located on Lin-
coln Avenue, at Monday’s workshop
meeting. The township committee has
debated the fate of the Pepperidge
tree for five years after tree limbs fell
and crushed a fence surrounding the
tree. Last year, Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola recommended that
“Old Peppy” be cut down.

The tree advisory board was mostly
in favor of taking the tree down, Mr.
D’Ambola said.

“I’d like to see us do it quickly
before they install the new play-
ground,” Mr. D’Ambola said.

Bartlett Tree Service said it pre-
sented a low risk, but would fail.  The
tree experts look at risk and conse-
quences, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

“The consequences stated in the
Bartlett report are severe, extreme
injury or death,” Commissioner
O’Connor said. Maser Consulting,
the engineering firm hired by the
township, said in its report that the
tree was a high risk.

Tina Helmstetter, a member of the
tree advisory board, said she was in
favor of saving the tree and said the
recommendations by Bartlett would
preserve the tree. Various braces and
cables to secure the tree, and a wider,
higher fence were proposed by
Bartlett, she said. She felt that Maser
Consulting did not have the exper-
tise in tree health to make a proper
assessment of the tree’s risk of fail-
ure.

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
was against cutting down Old Peppy,
and was in favor of putting up a black
aluminum fence around the tree to
keep out pedestrians. Commissioner
O’Connor said she would like to re-
view the tree experts’ reports again
before deciding. Mayor Andis
Kalnins, Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato
and Mr. D’Ambola voted to remove
the tree.

The cost to remove the tree is
$4,000.

Mr. D’Ambola had suggested
having the tree be carved and dis-
played at the park. The carving
would cost about $20,000. Other
suggestions were a gazebo, a me-
morial plaque on the stump of the
tree, or making benches out of the
tree limbs.

The committee also voted against

a stipend increase for the commis-
sioners. Currently, each commis-
sioner receives $2,800. A proposal to
increase that to $5,000 was brought
to the table. “Increasing the salary
opens the opportunity for more people
to partake in township affairs,” said
Mayor Kalnins, who said it was rec-
ommended to him as a way to attract
more interest in public office.

Deputy Mayor Adubato said she
would support the recommendation.
Commissioners D’Ambola and
Hannen voted against the increase.

Detective Lieutenant Ed Daven-
port of the Cranford Police Depart-
ment gave a presentation to the com-
mittee on installing pedestrian safety
lighting along a crosswalk on Walnut
Avenue near the Cranford Hotel. The
crosswalk, he said, is dark and is a
blind spot to vehicular traffic. It is
heavily used by commuters of the
train station. The low-voltage lights
would be installed in the street and
activated by a push button. Police
Chief James Wozniak supported the
project. Costs were not disclosed.

“That intersection…it’s an acci-
dent waiting to happen,” Commis-
sioner O’Connor said.

During public comment, Matt
Shaw of Woodbridge asked the com-
mittee the township’s interest in
starting up a special-needs baseball
program. Mayor Kalnins recom-
mended Mr. Shaw talk with Parks
and Recreation Department Direc-
tor Steve Robertazzi,  or the
Cranford Baseball and Softball
League.

Mike Norman, a resident of Colby
Lane, asked if the committee had
heard anything about rumors of the
Union County College proposal of a
smaller athletic field than what was
proposed last year. Mayor Kalnins
said he met recently with Margaret
McMenamin, president of Union
County College, about projects go-
ing on at the college. “She told me
they weren’t planning a field,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

Mr. Norman said the area slotted
for the field previously now has stakes
with flags in the ground.

Union County had offered Oak
Ridge Park in Clark as a site for the
field, but to date there has been no
action taken by the college.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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State LD-22
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Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
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State LD-21
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(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
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Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
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57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
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LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
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LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.
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12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Rec. Comm. Abolishment Removes
Field Assignment Priority for Groups

SP Mayor Writes of Misinformation
Regarding Rec. Dept., Commission

Please Sign Petition to Stop Council’s
Action Abolishing Rec. Commission

In late October 2014, a rumor that
the mayor (Scotch Plains) was look-
ing to disband the recreation com-
mission came to light. Asked at a
council meeting, the mayor stated
that this was not on his agenda. But it
became priority number one in 2015!?
For a new council with two new mem-
bers and a new town manager to act
so quickly to disband the commis-
sion suggests the council has an ulte-
rior motive. Communication overall
was very poor: no meeting between
the council and the commission, no
meeting between the council and the
youth sports organizations in town.
The deputy mayor admitted at sec-
ond reading that not holding a meet-
ing as a council with these organiza-
tions was “misplayed.” We agree. We
also conducted an online petition,
signed by over 450 citizens. It was
ignored by the mayor. If the stated
purpose for this change was true –
making the recreation director offi-
cially and exclusively report to the
manager – why not just ask the com-
mission to amend their bylaws to
make it so? Then there would be no
need to disband the commission.

Abolishment of the commission
removes the protections that our lo-
cal non-profit youth sports organiza-
tions enjoy to retain field assignment
priority. At the last minute, the coun-
cil tried to appease us by adding a
resolution saying existing rules would
remain. Resolutions aren’t perma-
nent and can be dissolved and changed
with very little effort or notice. Why
won’t they include these rules in the
ordinance? We have decided to for-

mally object to the ordinance via
legal petition, which is entirely dif-
ferent from the online petition signed
by over 450 citizens on just four days
about a month ago. We are confident
the voters of Scotch Plains will sign
this petition, thereby suspending the
recently passed ordinance that abol-
ishes the commission and subjecting
it to popular vote of all residents in
the fall. The council is wrong on this
issue; let the people vote for them-
selves.

 Youth sports organizations have a
rich and vibrant history within our
community and we would like to
think our future will not be dealt with
on the same basis as that of the recre-
ation commission. We encourage all
that read this article to contact my-
self, duthie@comcast.net, and we will
come to your home to get this peti-
tion signed so it can appear on the
ballot.

We also have signing opportuni-
ties at Booth Field (corner of Westfield
Road and Valley adjacent to Route
22, East) Monday to Friday, 7 to 9
p.m., Saturday, 9 to 11 a.m., until
April 5th when the petition needs to
be submitted to the township clerk. It
requires 1,130 signatures from Scotch
Plains registered voters, and we are
well on our way. We are also walking
neighborhoods for signatures during
that time. Please welcome our peti-
tioners and feel free to ask any ques-
tions as you sign, and thank you for
the opportunity to serve you as vol-
unteer neighbors in your town.

Rich Duthie
Scotch Plains

There’s a lot of misinformation
being circulated regarding the recre-
ation department and the recently
enacted changes to the department
and commission. Once again, I’d like
to set the record straight. The reason
for this administrative change is to
instill more accountability of this
important township operation. As a
result of this change, the recreation
director will report directly to the
municipal manager, as does every
department head. This change does
not remove any current member of
the recreation commission. They will
continue to serve, if they desire to, as
members of the township’s recreation
committee. As is the present practice,
the township manager will make all
appointments to this committee.

Several recent matters prompted
my support for this change at this
time. Specifically, the neglect and
lack of oversight of the historic Shady
Rest Golf and Country Club House
leading to its serious deterioration
resulting in expenditures of approxi-
mately $500,000 to repair, restore
and secure the building’s roof and
exterior. Secondly, the new pavilion
at Brookside Park is almost a year
behind schedule, and the park itself
has not been properly maintained.
While I’ve been presented with other

matters of concern from members of
the community, suffice to say these
are the most serious.

Let me make this point perfectly
clear. I, along with my colleagues on
this and past councils, have been sup-
portive of the recreation needs of our
youngsters and seniors alike. The
misinformation that is being perpe-
trated is simply misinformation.
There are no plans to micromanage,
change, curtail, or eliminate any of
our recreation programs, and there
are no plans to impose fees. Period!

Many have shared with me the
need for more accountability of town-
ship services and their tax dollars,
and make no mistake I have been
listening. This year’s 0 percent mu-
nicipal tax increase that was recently
proposed by our newly appointed
township manager and voted on by
the majority of your governing body
reflects my and our desire to be ac-
countable as well.

If you require further clarification
or have concerns on this matter, please
do not hesitate to reach out to me at
Town Hall. For your convenience my
telephone number is (908) 322-6700,
extension 316.

Mayor Kevin Glover
Township of Scotch Plains

At the most recent Scotch Plains
Township council meeting, the Scotch
Plains mayor and council, by a 4-1
vote, passed an ordinance that would
disband and abolish the Scotch Plains
Recreation Commission. Despite a
large crowd of supporters that in-
cluded comments from myself, and
many other leaders from a broad spec-
trum of the recreational sports com-
munity pleading with them to vote
otherwise, the council voted to dis-
band a recreation commission that
has been in effect and functioning
properly for over 60 years.

On such an important topic the
recreation community leaders were
limited to three minutes of comments,
which I personally find insulting given
that at no time throughout this pro-
cess were any of the sports programs
formally consulted on this drastic
change that was steamrolled through
by a council majority with two mem-
bers who have not even served three
months, a first time town manager,
and a combined tenure of less than
5.5 years. Yet, with all that lack of
experience, this council feels they
know more than the thousands of
citizens currently served by this com-
mission. It should be noted that as
community leaders and concerned
citizens streamed to the microphone
to condemn this radical and hasty
action, that not a single individual
came to the microphone in defense of
the council’s action to abolish the
action.

Don’t be fooled; the politicians in
the majority are purporting this
change to be nothing more than a
vote to structure the reporting mecha-
nisms. However, it has become crys-
tal clear that this is about political
agendas and total control of a histori-
cally non-partisan recreation func-
tion. This is about government over-
reach, and in the process closing their
ears to the concerns of the volunteers
who do the work to bring these great
programs to our kids, families and
neighbors.

As troubling as this behavior is,
THERE IS HOPE! I was encouraged

by the support of the prominent mem-
bers of the recreational community
here in Scotch Plains. We have only
one course of action. I and leaders of
the other sports organizations have
met and offer our full support behind
a legal petition to override this bla-
tant disregard of the wishes of the
supporters of the recreation commu-
nity.

We have the ability to legally stop
this ordinance from going into effect
if we gather the proper number of
signatures within a time period es-
tablished by law. Once we gather
those signatures we will submit them
to the municipal clerk, the ordinance
will be suspended, and the VOTERS
of Scotch Plains will decide via refer-
endum whether or not this law will go
into effect.

We ask that the voters of Scotch
Plains to please sign the petition so
this action is stopped now, and allow
a proper vote of the people to take
place. This issue should have been
considered at greater depth, and the
communication pitiful to non-exis-
tent. It was a poor rush to judgment
given the tenure of the supporting
members of the township council.
Political aims have clearly left them
blind and deaf to concerns of the
overwhelming majority of the recre-
ation community.

If you now or have ever enjoyed
the benefits of recreation in Scotch
Plains offered by the department and
all of our fine volunteers, we ask that
you support this effort by signing the
petition which will be available Mon-
day through Friday, 7 to 9 p.m. (start-
ing March 20) upstairs at Booth Field
(Westfield Road and Valley Street)
and Saturday mornings from 9 to 11
a.m. (March 21, March 28, April 4).

On behalf of all the members of
Scotch Plains sports and recreation
we thank you for your support.

Neil S. Kaufman
Scotch Plains

Wouldn’t 50 New Trees
Be Better Than One?
Many very generous Garwood,

Cranford, Westfield, Kenilworth,
Plainfield, Summit and Mountainside
residents may recall back in 2003
when they so bigheartedly donated
over $2,000 to save and transplant a
20-foot tall white spruce tree from
the Lincoln School construction site
to the St. Anne’s corner at Second
Avenue and Cedar Street. I now wish
to ask those who contributed back in
2003 for your thoughts on a new
chapter in this community story be-
gun by Garwood’s 1991 fourth grade
class.

For those who are not aware, this
tree was very unceremoniously de-
stroyed during the new senior build-
ing construction. This was despite
Garwood Planning Board and the
approved redevelopment plan re-
quirements to save the tree. The
Westfield Senior Housing Corpora-
tion was extremely professional and
responsible after this incident oc-
curred, calling me and even coming
to my house to apologize. They ac-
knowledged their contractor’s error,
and never wavered from their obliga-
tion to make things right, and imme-
diately agreed to plant a new tree of
similar size. We recently discussed
the idea – suggested by my wife
Maria – to transform the cost of re-
placing the destroyed tree – about
$5,000 – into the planting of new
street trees in the Garwood Senior
Citizen Housing site neighborhood.
Depending on the size, type and spe-
cies of tree selected, this could result
in anywhere from 15 to 50 new shade
trees in the surrounding blocks.

I am asking for your opinion on
this endeavor, as you were a part of
the initial tree preservation effort. I
think the idea of converting the plant-
ing of one evergreen tree in 1991 to
15 to 50 new trees on our borough
streets in 2015 would make a greater
long-term impact than one new tree
on the senior site. What do you think?
I look forward to hearing from you.
Thank you.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Will Enough of the Legitimate Voting Public
Pick a GOP Presidential Nominee Over Hillary?

Scotch Plains Council Fast Tracked Vote
Without Sufficient Democratic Process

During last Tuesday’s town coun-
cil meeting, four members of the
council rushed to “fast track changes”
in our town without sufficient demo-
cratic process, such as gathering in-
put from the former recreation com-
mission and representatives of the
teams and non-profits that use our
recreation services, nor from the resi-
dents of our community.

One council member was espe-
cially memorable in his assertions,
going as far as to rephrase comments
given by a resident who had stood up
to support the recreation commis-
sion. Contrary to the opinion of a
number of community speakers, this

councilman asserted that the com-
mission was political. I have to take
exception to that. The rec commis-
sion and our town library are the least
political operations in town. Funny,
isn’t it, that both organizations have
been under council attack during the
past two years.

As to the councilman’s complaint
about picking up garbage at recre-
ation sites, I and many others have
also done so when our kids were in
the recreation leagues, without re-
quiring saintly praise. The problem
has always been that the teams don’t
carry out what they bring in, contrary
to the common rule of state and na-

tional parks. With hundreds of kids
and parents on the fields and an in-
sufficient number of waste contain-
ers, don’t you think there’s going to
be a problem? Get real... The coun-
cilman then stated he didn’t know
who to get in touch with to fix the
problem. Well, why not contact the
head of the recreation commission?
And if there’s no response, then ad-
dress your concerns with the town
manager, or at the next town council
meeting. Or do you not trust that the
town council will listen to you, but
only “hear your concerns?”

Bob Fox
Scotch Plains

Millions of American citizens are
dumb-founded as to how we ever
elected an incompetent, selfish, ego-
tistical and anti-Constitutional presi-
dent. The OBAMAtization disease
of our system has left you with a
practically bankrupt country, disre-
gard for established law and order
and becoming the laughing stock of
the world’s body of politicians. No
longer do countries respect our power
militarily or economically. The big
bubble waiting to burst because of
his out of control regulations and
spending is an inflation that will make
the pensioneers pension useless, and
the affordability of what we thought
was the American Way of living un-
attainable.

To assure his dysfunctional poli-
cies, he is appointing members of his
cabinet who agree with him that the
Constitution takes second place to
his executive orders. We live moment
to moment in a world that is con-
stantly growing new wars in no small
part because of his convoluted politi-
cal edicts. He has been able to take
many of our traditional friendly coun-
tries and dispose of their good will,
and even going further to empower
our enemies.

He didn’t do it alone, the voters
who supported him twice are in
denial, since they have some
agenda, other than the long-term
best goals for America. And even
the so-called opposition in many

cases is weak-kneed and unable to
exert the courage necessary to stop
this menace.

Two questions remain. How much
more will he damage the respected
institutions that are America? The
second is, will enough of the LE-
GITIMATE voting public, on this
side of the border, support a new
president that should be a clear leader
from the Republican Party, and reject
the Hillary world, so convoluted, so
dishonest, and so politically polluted
this time around? God Bless America.
A blessing we so dearly needed at
this point in our history.

Warren Victor
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Has March Madness Become
CBS Commercial Madness?

Even those who are only occasional basketball
fans have paid attention in the past to March Mad-
ness, the college basketball championship series.
This year, though it is hard to watch the games on
television as every time a basket is made, there’s a
timeout for five or six commercials. It seems like
CBS is killing the event by commercial madness.
This may be the biggest flub since NBC screwed up
the coverage of the Olympics.

One can suffer through this coverage but keep an

alternate channel on deck, preferably a movie with
limited commercials. That means you’d have to
guess when to go back to the game. It’s hit or miss to
actually see some of the play due to the deluge of
commercials.

One has recourse. Just watch one of the endless
sports wrap-up shows.

There are many sports fanatics who probably
never notice this commercial madness. Too bad it is
getting screwed up for the many others.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Echinodermatous – Having the char-

acteristics of spines
2. Varan – The monitor lizard
3. Irideremia – Partial or total adsence

of the iris
4. Troika – A carriage drawn by three

horses abreast

PROCELLOUS
1. Stormy
2. A swift, full gallop
3. Slanted; steep
4. Strong; powerful

EURYCEROUS
1. Full of wrinkles or ridges
2. Broad-horned
3. Covered with wax
4. Having a rough and dry surface

CATADIOPTRICS
1. The act of beckoning the dead
2. Public shame; public humiliation
3. The study of the eye and its disor-

ders
4. The science of the reflection of light

and its observance
PATENA

1. Very small; petit
2. A pad tied around the waist by

women to give the hips a graceful curve
3. A grassy area in the hilly parts of

Ceylon (Sri Lanka)
4. A nectarine

See more letters on
pages 5 and 18

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
To Reach Us

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

WIFI IN CARS
INHIBITS TEXTING?



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 26, 2015 Page 5

Barkan
Classics
ALL TYPES

999

Sunrise Cellars is the Wine Department at...Sunrise Cellars is the Wine Department at...

The Finest Selections for...

ShopRite Wines
& Spirits of

• Westfield
333 South Ave.
(908) 232-8700

ShopRite Wines
& Spirits of

• Caldwell
478 Bloomfield Ave.
(973) 226-8400

Located inside the
ShopRite of

• Parsippany
808 Route 46 West
(973) 335-2625

Sunrise Cellars Coupon
Present This Coupon at Time of Purchase Order Pickup or Delivery to Receive Discount

With this coupon. Good at ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, Caldwell 
and Parsippany only. Effective Thurs., March 26 thru Sat., April 18, 2015.

Baron Herzog
White Zinfandel 599

750 ML

Carmel Selected
• CABERNET SAUVIGNON

• SAUVIGNON BLANC

799
750 ML

Cantina Gabrielle
• PINOT
GRIGIO 999

• MONTEPULCIANO
D’ABRUZZO 999

750 ML

20% OFF
All Kosher Wines In Stock

•ALL BOTTLES
•ALL SIZES 
•NO LIMIT!
(Excludes advertised and
in-store sale tagged items.)
SPECIAL OFFER ENDS APRIL 18, 2015

Baron Herzog
White

Zinfandel

699
750 ML

On
Sale!

Bartenura
Moscato

1099
750 ML

On
Sale!

Tulip Winery
• “JUST” CABERNET

SAUVIGNON
• “JUST” MERLOT

1999
750 ML

Save
$1.00

Sunrise Cellars Coupon
Present This Coupon at Time of Purchase Order Pickup or Delivery to Receive Discount

With this coupon. Good at ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, Caldwell 
and Parsippany only. Effective Thurs., March 26 thru Sat., April 18, 2015.

Manischewitz
Concord Grape 399

We are proud to offer a
diverse selection of wines
from eight different
countries. With many
styles of wine from
Traditional Concord to
world class Napa Valley
Cabernets, you can find
the perfect selection for
the Holiday Season.

Save on these Kosher Winesand many more!

750
ML

750
ML

Baron Herzog
• CABERNET SAUVIGNON

• CHARDONNAY  • MERLOT

1099On
Sale!

Altoona Hills
ALL TYPES

699
750 ML

On
Sale!On

Sale! On
Sale!

On
Sale!

On
Sale!

750 ML

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Caldwell, NJ.  All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores listed above. Not responsible for
typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display
purposes only. Effective Thurs., March 26 thru Sat., April 18, 2015.

New Jersey is a late-night punch line
for jokes involving political corruption.
With Democratic U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez reportedly about to face fed-
eral charges, the memory of two other
disgraced Democratic senators has re-
surfaced:  Robert Torricelli and Harrison
Williams the (first U.S. Senator to go to
prison in 80 years).  Malfeasance at
other levels of New Jersey government
is not uncommon either, and led to over
130 convictions of public officials from
both parties in the seven year time frame
that Chris Christie was U.S. Attorney
(2002-2008). Given our state’s long his-
tory of political corruption, you have to
wonder:  Why New Jersey?  The answer
can be found in a handful of contribut-
ing factors (to be continued next week),
but the biggest one is clear.

When you are living in New Jersey,
you are also living in a time machine.
You are living in one of the few states
left in America where the  political boss-
ism of the 1850s is as alive and well now
as it was then. The center of all political
power in New Jersey is at the county
level and it gets exercised this way:  in
every election cycle the party organiza-
tion in each of New Jersey’s 21 counties
stages a convention or a “screening” to
determine which candidate in each con-
test will get the coveted party line on the
ballot. All too often the bosses have
heavily influenced the outcome in ad-
vance (which was charged as recently as
three weeks ago in Union County when
Democratic Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr was passed over for a run at As-
semblywoman Linda Stender’s seat).  In
return for the county endorsement, the
winning candidates at every elected level
take office beholden to their patrons, the
party bosses, and also beholden to pre-
serving the county governments the
bosses feed off.  In Westfield 23% of our
real estate taxes go to Union County
where under one party rule the Demo-
cratic bosses are free to reward cronies
with jobs and public pensions; free to
buy union votes with generous employ-
ment agreements; and free to spend un-
limited sums of taxpayer money on bo-
gus media campaigns, patronage agen-
das and music fests to help keep their
political machine afloat.

If you are a candidate competing
against others in your party for the ballot
line some county bosses are not at all
shy about taking your cash to improve
your chances.  Former Democratic U.S.
Senator Jon Corzine found this out in

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 
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APRIL   2015 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm   

Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sunday 1:00 – 5:00 pm  
Closed April 3 for Good Friday and April 5 for Easter 

Friends Book Sale April 29 to May 2  Check website for all info  

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for sign up information) 

4/6 2:00 and  
6:30 pm 

Foreign Film: “Ida”—Polish 
80 minutes-Best Foreign Film 2015 

4/8  7:00 pm Fiction Book Club: The Mockingbird Next 
Door by Marja Mills 

4/10  1:30 pm TGIF! Travel—China’s Forbidden City 
(video) 

4/11  1:30 pm Learn the Basics of Backyard Gardening  

4/16  7:00 pm Yoga for Gardeners by Lorraine Harwelik 

4/17 1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “Notorious” 

4/18 10:30 am Poet Richard Morgan Presents Poetry and 
Poetry Publishing Workshop  

4/1, 8, 15, 22, 29 10:30 am Time for 3’s Storytime 

4/2, 9, 16, 23, 30 10:30 am 2’s on Thursday Storytime 

4/7, 14, 21, 28  1:00 pm Afternoon Fun for 4’s & 5’s 

4/10 & 4/17 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies (0-23 months) 

4/10  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids-no age limit, 
must know how to move the pieces 

4/14  6:30 pm LEGO Club (grades 1-5) 
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2005 when he wanted Democratic Act-
ing Governor Richard Codey’s seat in
Trenton.  In a matter of a few days
Corzine wrote out five checks for the
legal limit of $37,000 to five county
Democratic organizations, including
Union and Bergen counties. In fact, he
gave a total of $342,000 to 16 county
organizations in 17 days leading up to
the conventions.  Corzine also convinced
an 89 year old retired school teacher in
Oak Park Illinois to give the maximum
$37,000 to the Bergen county machine
also, which led the fight for his nomina-
tion.  Her name?  Mom.  Too bad Corzine
wasn’t this attentive to money in 2011,
when 1.6 billion dollars of customer
funds went missing while he was CEO
of now bankrupt MF Global and he
barely escaped criminal indictment.

In some nomination races if you have
private wealth like Corzine or former
Democratic Senator Frank Lautenberg,
and are politically generous with it, that
helps.  If you do not, but can bring other
people’s money to the county machine,
that can help too.  Sometimes all you
need to bring is star power, like former
Democratic Senator Bill Bradley (no
prior record) or current Democratic
Senator Cory Booker (an undistin-
guished one), for the bosses are also
very adept at leveraging your public
popularity into cash for their machines
using local fundraisers (if you don’t
mind rubber chicken for dinner three
nights a week).

Many county organizations do pur-
sue high standards of integrity in their
candidate process. Since backroom deals
are meant to stay in the backroom, it is
almost impossible to know how many
do not; however, the public corruption
statistics are telling us all that we really
need to know:  for decades in New
Jersey an alarming number of bad char-
acters have found find their way into
elected and appointed positions while
the political bosses and their value sys-
tem have been the gatekeepers.  Ending
county government would do many good
things for New Jersey, not the least of
which would be to end the patronage
machine, weaken bossism, allow more
candidates to emerge and improve our
political culture.   Will New Jersey ever
elect a governor and legislature with the
political courage to tear down the very
architecture that brought them into of-
fice?  Until we do, you can expect the
county bosses to be laughing the loudest
whenever those NJ corruption jokes roll.

Political Corruption:
Why New Jersey?

By Sal Caruana
Former Westfield Councilman

Exxon Deal Not So Bad After All
With Exxon Cleanup Obligation

BOE Should Be More Concerned
With Books Than Lighting Kehler

A school district should be con-
cerning itself with supplying the stu-
dents with books and not with lights
for a playing field!

The Westfield School Board has
before it a proposal to light Kehler
Field. The debate rages.

But what should rage is how many
books by Plato, Aristotle, and Dickens
should be bought? How much poetry
of Wordsworth and Longfellow? How
many compositions by Mozart and
Haydn and Chopin? How many art
books of Rembrandt and Monet?

There is controversy about the
lights as there should be, but what
controversy would there be about
such Plato, Wordsworth, Mozart,
Rembrandt? Who would turn out
for a public meeting on their be-
half? What headlines would be
broadcast? What money equal to
the expenditure for these lights
would be spent?

 Yes, of course, sports are impor-
tant - an integral part of a complete
education. But let’s put first things
first. Reading, writing, and arith-
metic! Knowledge of science! And
economics! And history and interna-
tional relations! And civics as in how
to be a good and decent citizen!

Yes, of course, sports but students
practicing into the late hours of the
night when they should be home
studying?

 For when the last game is played,
the last practice held, the students
must still compete in an increasingly
competitive world and our beloved
country must still compete in an in-
creasingly competitive world where
success is more and more measured
by academic achievement!

 The Duke of Wellington and
George Orwell both said that it was
on the playing fields of Eton that “the

battle of Waterloo was won!” True
perhaps. But without the education
of science and history and technol-
ogy the famous battle that brought
final defeat to Napoleon would not
have been won!

There is another Waterloo! The
Waterloo of defeat. The Waterloo that
comes about when a country is not
prepared either intellectually or oth-
erwise to meet the challenges that
befall it!

Lighting Kehler Field? How about
lightning the classroom with more
Shakespeare, Milton, Jefferson,
Tchaikovsky, Michelangelo, Pasteur,
and Einstein?

 How about less disputation about
lighted playing fields and more dis-
putation about education?

 How about vast public gatherings
about improving math, science, En-
glish, history, and art appreciation
education?

 For the world will not end - the sun
will not grow dark, the moon not stop
in its orbit, the Rockies not collapse
into a heap of sand and dust if the
students who wish to play sports do
not have lighted playing fields!

But disaster awaits a country that is
more focused on how well and how
much its students play sports while
focusing relatively less attention on
formal education!

 Aristotle more than 2,000 years
ago advised and warned, “All who
have meditated on the art of govern-
ing mankind have been convinced
that the fate of empires depends on
the education of youth.”

Let’s hope that the school board
and as well the public have not lost
sight of Aristotle!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

A lot has been said lately both in
the media and in Trenton about the
Christie administration’s recent deal
with Exxon to settle environmental
pollution claims at the Bayway Re-
finery in Linden and the former Exxon
Terminal in Bayonne (Democrats Rip
Settlement With Exxon Mobil,
Westfield Leader, March 12, 2015). It
is easy to criticize this deal when
focusing, as the Governor’s critics
invariably do, on the gap between the
$225 million Exxon has agreed to
pay the State of New Jersey and the
$8.9 billion the state originally sought
in its lawsuit against Exxon. The gap
between $225 million and $8.9 bil-
lion is huge indeed, but that does not
tell the whole story.

The $8.9 billion is merely what the
State of New Jersey was seeking in a
lawsuit. That is a far cry from actu-
ally recovering that amount. In fact,
this lawsuit has been dragging on for
years and years and could have
dragged on for many more with hear-
ings, appeals and other proceedings.
And, at the end of it all, any recovery
would likely have been far less than
the $8.9 billion the state was seeking
and may very well have been, after
many more years of delay, less even,
than the $225 million the Christie
administration has now settled for.
That is the very essence of litigation
and settlement: litigation is costly,

lengthy and, above, all, uncertain.
Settlement, in contrast, buys certainty
and ends delay.

To this very point, back in 2008,
according to press reports, then Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine demanded that
Exxon pay over $500 million to settle
the case. Exxon refused to pay even
that much (much less the billions
sought in the lawsuit), and the state
ended up with no money at the time
and seven more years of litigation.

It is also important to keep in mind
that the $225 million is in addition to
Exxon’s uncapped obligation to clean
up the sites. By resolving this law-
suit, therefore, the State of New Jer-
sey traded in years of uncertainty and
delay for the certainty of a $225 mil-
lion payment in addition to Exxon’s
unlimited clean up obligation – an
obligation the State of New Jersey
must aggressively and relentlessly
enforce. When put in the proper con-
text, therefore, while far from per-
fect, it doesn’t look like such a bad
deal after all.

Andrew Wasserman
Westfield

R
ea

di
ng

 I
s

G
ood For Y

ou



Page 6  Thursday, March 26, 2015 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Aunt Betty Frazee Project
“restoring the historic Frazee house and parkland to a beautiful public place”

We hope you are enjoying these original illustrations prepared by Frank Thorne in 1950. We wanted to jog your
memory as to the importance Union County played in our war to free ourselves from British rule. A war we won thanks
to the contributions of brave women such as Aunt Betty Frazee. It is for this reason that the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club has worked so hard to resurrect her home. BUT, if we are to save this historical gem for our
community…we need your help! We ask that you make a tax deductible contribution, either online at:

www.crowdrise.com/AuntBettyHouseRestoration1a1b
or to Andrew Calamaras, President Frazee House Project 232 N. Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023 908-322-2511

dimarc@att.net

Remember this all happened in Union County!
This is the 3rd article in this series

presented in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times to inform you of the
project the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club has dedicated itself to in

order to preserve and restore Aunt
Betty Frazee’s historical home built
275 years ago. Picture what must
have been going through her mind as
she watched the scores of British

troops marching by her home on
Raritan Road. Be sure to get next
week’s Times so that you can enjoy
the final installment of the Aunt Betty
story.

MARCH FOR MEALS...Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer and Meals
on Wheels volunteer Rachel Pater of Mountainside deliver meals March 18 to older
adults in Mountainside. Mr. Mortimer participated in Meals on Wheels America’s
“March For Meals” campaign, coordinated by SAGE Eldercare in Summit. On a
daily basis, SAGE volunteers deliver meals and check in on approximately 120
older residents in parts of Union, Essex and Morris Counties. For more information
on the program, call (908) 273-5554 or visit sageeldercare.org.

Sam Mahmoud

Mr. Mahmoud to Discuss
Rosetta Stone at Luncheon

WESTFIELD — The Rosetta
Stone’s history, discovery, decipher-
ing and role in the military stand-off
between two empires will be the
subject of Sam Mahmoud’s
presentation April 1 at the
First Wednesday Luncheon
of the Westfield Historical
Society. The luncheon will
begin at noon at the Echo
Lake Country Club, located
at 515 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield.

A 3000-year-old Egyptian
monument, which was dis-
covered in 1799, the Rosetta
Stone became a metaphor for
a key that unlocks a mystery.
The NASA Space Agency
used the Egyptian tablet’s name,
Rosetta, as the theme of its mission to
the comet 67P, launched on March 2,
2015. The purpose of this mission is to
analyze the comet’s composition and
unlock the origins of the universe.

Mr. Mahmoud, a member and
trustee of the Westfield Historical So-
ciety, has presented various programs
on ancient history and world civiliza-
tions to the Society’s members, Ro-
tary Clubs, churches and several other

organizations over the years. This will
be his 13th talk for the Westfield His-
torical Society. Mr. Mahmoud has been
a world traveler, lecturer, columnist

and a student of history
and the culture of many
countries. He has pub-
lished multiple columns
and articles about his-
tory, politics, current
events and editorial let-
ters in newspapers, in-
cluding the Home News
Tribune, the Courier
News and The Star-Led-
ger.

All those wishing to
attend the luncheon are
asked to make a reserva-

tion by calling (908) 233-2930 by
noon on Monday, March 30. The cost
is $30 for Westfield Historical Society
members and $35 for non-members.
It includes a three-course meal, cof-
fee/tea and gratuity. Membership is
available at the door.

For Echo Lake Country Club dress
code information, visit echolakecc.org.
Further information about Westfield
Historical Society events is available
at westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Westfield Rotary Club Offers
Community Service Grants

WESTFIELD — Rotary Club of
Westfield Community Service Grant
applications are now being accepted
for consideration. Non-profit organi-
zations may receive a copy of the
official application directly from the
Rotary website at westfieldrotary.com/
or by contacting Darielle Walsh, Ro-
tary Community Service Grants chair-
person, at info@westfieldrotary.com.

To be considered for a Westfield
Rotary Club Community Service
Grant, local non-profit organizations
must complete and submit the official
grant application before the Wednes-
day, April 15 deadline. The Rotary
Club, in accordance with its goal of
community service, is most interested
in providing grants for programs and
projects that directly serve people in

the community. As part of the decision
process, the Grants Committee reviews
the one-page application form to re-
ceive a clear understanding of the way
in which the funds are used. Grants
will not be awarded for capital im-
provements or operating funds.

Rotary is a community service or-
ganization comprised of business and
professional men and women who
live or work in the Westfield area.
The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday at 12:15 p.m. for lunch
at the Westfield Area Y, located at 220
Clark Street, Westfield. Prospective
members and guests are welcome to
attend any of these weekly meetings.
For additional information, e-mail
info@westfieldrotary.com or visit
westfieldrotary.com/.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

St. Paul’s Church Highlights
Holy Week, Easter Services

WESTFIELD — St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church invites the community
and residents of surrounding towns
to join the congregation for worship
during Holy Week leading up to the
celebration of Easter.

Holy Week events will begin this
Sunday, March 29, with Blessing of the
Palms for the 7:45 a.m. and 9:45 a.m.
Palm Sunday services. The 9:45 a.m.
Eucharist will begin in St. Paul’s Parish
Hall. The service will include music
sung by the St. Paul’s Parish Choir.

From Monday, March 30, through
Wednesday, April 1, Morning Prayer
will be offered at 9:10 a.m. and Eu-
charist will be celebrated at noon in
the Chapel of the Holy Spirit, located
in the north transept of the church.

Maundy Thursday services on April
2 will include Morning Prayer at 9:10
a.m. The Liturgy for Maundy Thurs-
day will begin at 7:30 p.m. This an-
cient Christian liturgy includes the
Washing of the Feet, The Lord’s Sup-
per and the Stripping of the Altar,
followed by a one-hour Vigil in the
Chapel. The St. Paul’s Choir will sing
music by Candlyn especially chosen

for this liturgy.
Good Friday, April 3, will begin

with the 9:10 a.m. Morning Prayer.
The Good Friday Liturgy will be held
at noon. Music by Gasparini and the
plainsong setting for the sixth-cen-
tury pange lingua will be sung by the
St. Paul’s Choir. The Children’s Lit-
urgy, at 3:30 p.m., will begin in the
Parish Hall and end in the church.

Holy Saturday, on April 4, will
start with the Holy Saturday Liturgy
at 9:10 a.m., followed by the decorat-
ing of the church. At 7:30 p.m., The
Great Vigil of Easter will begin with
Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist
with the St. Paul’s Parish Choir. The
music of Leo Nestor, Richard Proulx
and Thomas Matthews will be fea-
tured in this service, that begins in
darkness (candlelight) and ends in
the light of the Feast of the Resurrec-
tion with the joyous sounds of the
organ and the pealing of the bells (St.
Paul’s Carillon).

Three services are planned for Eas-
ter Sunday, April 5, including the
7:45 a.m. Eucharist with hymns; the
9 a.m. Family Eucharist with hymns,
choral music by St. Paul’s Primary,
Junior and members of the St. Paul’s
Parish Choirs and the Flowering of
the Cross by the children of the par-
ish, and the 11:15 a.m. Festal Choral
Eucharist featuring the St. Paul’s Par-
ish Choir joined by a professional
brass quintet and percussion. The
service will feature music of Hancock,
MacFarlane and Handel, including
his joyous Hallelujah chorus, all un-
der the direction of Charles M. Banks,
director of music and organist. The
Reverend Andrew C. Hamersley, rec-
tor of St. Paul’s, will preside and give
the Easter Message, assisted by the
Reverend Nathan Ritter, curate.

An Easter Egg Hunt will take place
after the Family Eucharist on Easter
Sunday.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield, across from the municipal
building. For more information, call
(908) 232-8506, e-mail
cbanks@stpaulswestfield.org or visit
stpaulswestfield.org.

All Saints’ Reveals Services
For Holy Week and Easter

SCOTCH PLAINS — The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church is prepar-
ing worship services for Holy Week
and Easter.

On Palm Sunday, March 29, wor-
ship will take place at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. Palms will be blessed and dis-
tributed at both services; portions of
the Passion Story will be read from
the Gospel according to Mark, and
Holy Eucharist will be celebrated.
The 10 a.m. service will begin in the
Parish Hall, followed by a procession
into the church, with the singing of
“All Glory, Laud and Honor,” a tradi-
tional Palm Sunday hymn.

Worship on Maundy Thursday, April
2, will be at 8 p.m., commemorating
Jesus at the Last Supper giving the gift
of Holy Eucharist. The altar will be
stripped in preparation for the desola-
tion that follows his arrest and trial,
and an “Altar of Repose” will be set as
a tomb for Jesus. There will be Holy
Communion, a homily from the rector
and music from the All Saints’ Choir.

On Good Friday, April 3, services
will be held at 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. The

Passion Story from John’s Gospel
will be read, and the Solemn Collects
will be prayed. There will be a Medi-
tation from the rector and Commun-
ion of the pre-sanctified (bread and
wine consecrated on Maundy Thurs-
day). The All Saints’ Choir will sing
in the evening.

Two celebrations of Jesus’ resur-
rection will take place on Easter Sun-
day, April 5 — an Easter Eucharist at
8 a.m. and the Festival Eucharist at 10
a.m. with music from the All Saints’
Choir and the Children’s Choir. The
rector will preach at both services. An
Easter Brunch will follow the 10 a.m.
service with an indoor/outdoor Easter
Egg Hunt for children of all ages.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church is
located at 559 Park Avenue, across
from Park Middle School, in Scotch
Plains. Parking is available behind
the church, which may be accessed
via School Place. Sohyun Ahn is the
organist and choirmaster; the Rever-
end Jane Rockman is rector. For more
information, call (908) 322-8047 or
go to allsaints-spnj.org.

Wednesday Morning Club
Posts Upcoming Activities

CRANFORD — The next busi-
ness meeting of the Wednesday
Morning Club will be on Wednes-
day, April 1, at 10 a.m. It will take
place at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue. Guest speaker Angela Adams
of Overlook Medical Center will
discuss “The challenge of memory.”

The board will meet at 9:30 a.m.
The Public Affairs Department

will wind up its season with a lun-
cheon/planning meeting on Tues-
day, April 14, at the home of Marie
Mastorakis at 12:30 p.m. Members
are asked to bring ideas for future
programs and also to bring a sand-
wich to share.

On Tuesday, April 21, the Ameri-
can Arts and Crafts Department will
hold its planning meeting at 10 a.m.
at the Cranford Community Center.

Fran Huckel will be the hostess
for the Literature Department when
it meets on Monday, April 27, at
12:30 p.m. Members will discuss
and decide which books they would
like to review next season. They will
bring sandwiches to share.

“Rosie the Riveter” will be the
guest speaker when the club meets
on Wednesday, April 15, at Il
Giardino, located at 103 Miln Street,
Cranford. Lunch will be served at 1
p.m., with the guest speaker fea-
tured at 2 p.m.

The Wednesday Morning Club is
geared toward mature women living
in Union County who have recently
retired or left the workplace and are
seeking new activities. Participants
get together several times a month to
exchange ideas and explore areas of
interest in the arts, literature and
public affairs. For more information
and to attend a meeting, call (908)
272-8665.

Rosary Altar Society
Plans Taj Mahal Trip
GARWOOD — The Rosary Altar

Society of the Church of St. Anne in
Garwood has planned a trip to Taj
Mahal in Atlantic City for Sunday,
April 26. The bus will leave at 11:30
a.m. sharp from the Church of St.
Anne, located at 325 Second Avenue,
Garwood, and return at approxi-
mately 9:30 p.m.

The cost is $30 per person with a
generous slot return. Interested per-
sons are asked to make their reserva-
tions as soon as possible by calling
Jennie at (908) 789-0778 or Eileen at
(908) 789-0414.

Fanwood Presbyterian
To Hold Blood Drive
FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church will sponsor its
Spring Blood Drive on Saturday, April
11, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. It will take
place at the New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices Donor Center, located at 2279
South Avenue, Scotch Plains. The
entrance is from the parking lot in the
back of the building.

There are four easy steps to donat-
ing blood: medical history, quick
physical, donation and snacks.

Individuals can sign up for an
appointment to donate at
t i ny u r l . c o m / f w p r e s by t e r i a n .
Signups additionally will be taken
at the church on consecutive Sun-
days, March 29 and April 5. Walk-
ins also will be welcome.

Eligible donors between the ages
of 16 and 75 are urgently needed.
Written parental approval is required
for 16-year-olds and medical clear-
ance by a doctor is required for those
over age 75. For questions about eli-
gibility, visit nybloodcenter.org.

There is an ongoing need for all
blood types and plasma donations.
The goal for this drive is 15 pints.
Blood products, especially red blood
cells, are perishable and therefore
require ongoing donations.

ECF Tricky Tray
Is Set For May 1

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation (ECF)
will hold its First Annual Tricky Tray
Fundraiser on Friday, May 1. It will
take place at St. Bartholomew Acad-
emy, located at 2032 Westfield Av-
enue, Scotch Plains. Doors will open
at 6 p.m.; the first prize will be called
at 8 p.m.

Ticket prices are $15 in advance
and $20 at the door. The price includes
one sheet of 25 tier one tickets. At-
tendees are invited to bring their own
food, beer and wine. Reservations for
tables of eight are available. Various
prizes will be featured, with varied tier
levels, 50/50 and door prizes.

ECF was founded in memory of 7-
year-old Emmanuel Vizzoni, who lost
his battle with cancer in 1981. A
501(c)3 not-for-profit organization,
ECF provides a variety of specialized
services at no charge to any New
Jersey family facing the challenges
of caring for a child with cancer.

Interested persons are asked to
contact Barbara at (908) 322-4323,
extension no. 17, or at
barbara@emmanuelcancer.org, or
Jody at (732) 381-7339 or
jbgp27@comcast.net.

Plainfield Club Slates
Gardening Program

PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield
Garden Club will present an Earth
Day symposium on Wednesday, April
22, on planning a spring garden. It
will take place at 7 p.m. in the Anne
Louise Davis Room at the Plainfield
Public Library. Coffee and sweet
meats will be served between 6:30
and 7 p.m.

For this event, the club will spon-
sor experts in preparing a rain gar-
den, the importance of pollinators
and the benefits of utilizing native
plants.

The Plainfield Public Library is lo-
cated at 800 Park Avenue. To register,
sign up at plainfieldgardenclub.org/.
Admission is free through a grant from
the Plainfield Garden Club.
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HOLIDAY TRADITION...The Palm Sunday cake auction has become one of the
cherished holiday traditions of the First Congregational Church of Westfield.
Hosted by the church’s middle and senior high-school youth, the auction features
a raffle of homemade cakes to benefit Heifer International, a humanitarian
organization dedicated to ending world hunger. Visitors are welcome to join in
the auction immediately following the 10 a.m. service. this Sunday, March 29. The
church is located at 125 Elmer Street.

Services to Be Held at FCC
For Holy Week and Easter

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield invites
visitors of all ages to observe Holy
Week with special services begin-
ning on Palm Sunday, March 29, and
continuing through Easter Sunday
on April 5.

The Palm Sunday service will be-
gin with a traditional Palm Proces-
sional. Children are invited to meet in
the Chapel Lounge prior to the 10
a.m. worship service to receive palms
and join in the processional.

The annual cake auction hosted by
the middle and senior high-school
students will be held during coffee
hour immediately following the ser-
vice. Raffle tickets will be sold for a
chance to win any of multiple deco-
rated homemade cakes, with all pro-
ceeds benefiting Heifer International,
a humanitarian organization dedi-
cated to ending world hunger.

Maundy Thursday will be observed
on April 2, at 7:30 p.m., with a candle-
light service recalling the Last Sup-

per and Jesus’ final hours through
scripture, hymns, reflection and Com-
munion. A Good Friday service of
meditation and reflection will be held
on April 3, at 7:30 p.m., in the church’s
Patton Auditorium.

Easter Sunday worship celebrations
will take place on April 5 at 9 and 11
a.m. Both services will feature music
for organ and brass quartet, including
Widor’s “Toccata”• and Handel’s
“Hallelujah” chorus. A one-room
schoolhouse and infant care will be
available at both services. The Rever-
end Dr. Mark Boyea, senior minister,
will deliver the morning’s message.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield. The sanctuary is acces-
sible via a wheelchair ramp and of-
fers infrared listening devices for the
hearing-impaired. For further infor-
mation, call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or visit the church website
at fccofwestfield.org.

Shop all day Saturday, March 28, from 9am to 11pm at Lord & Taylor at Westfield,

609 North Avenue, Westfield. All events subject to change or cancellation.

*Some exclusions apply. See ticket for details. Subject to credit approval. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28 
LORD & TAYLOR WESTFIELD

SHOP   SMART With your $5 ticket you’ll get 

15% off , even on cosmetics. Plus, two 25% off  

storewide coupons. And you’ll get 10% off  when 

you use your Lord & Taylor card*. Buy your ticket 

in store starting today.

DO GOOD You’ll help local non-profi t groups as 

you save. Last year, ticket proceeds exceeded a 

combined total of $600,000.

SHOP EARLY Reserve any items you want to 

purchase from now until the day of the event.

Visit lordandtaylor.com/dogood for more details.

SHOP
DO

GOOD
A FUNDRAISING 

SHOPPING EVENT

SMART

 L O R D A N D T A Y L O R . C O M

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

HHE IS RISEN 
“He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said…”  Mathew 28:6 

 

Holy Week is the most important week of the Church Calendar.  From 
Palm Sunday to Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, all the way to Easter 
Sunday - Resurrection Morning - where we celebrate the very foundation 
of our Christian faith.  Join us for Holy Week services as we take time to 
examine our hearts and reflect on the sacrifice Jesus made for us. 

 

Palm Sunday – March 29, 10:30am Worship Service 
 Commemorate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
 

Maundy Thursday – April 2, 7pm 
 Celebrate the Lord’s Supper as we follow in Jesus’s foot-
steps with his disciples in the Upper Room.   

 

Good Friday – April 3, 7pm 
 With great humility and reverence commemorate the  
crucifixion of Jesus. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 5  - Sunrise Service, 6:35am 
A short service to celebrate the triumph of the light of God’s salvation 
and grace over the darkness of sin and death.  Dress warm and com-
fortable.  Coffee and bagels will be available after the service. Easter 
Breakfast , 9am; Worship, 10:30am 

Celebrate Jesus Christ’s resurrection! 
 

First Baptist Church of Westfield, 170 Elm St. 
www.fbcwestfield.org                                         908.233.2278 

Trinity Episcopal Presents
Schedule For Holy Week

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, invites everyone
to celebrate Holy Week with the con-
gregation at the church.

The Holy Week schedule will be-
gin this Sunday, Palm Sunday, March
29, with services at 8 a.m. (Holy
Eucharist Rite I) and 10 a.m. (Holy
Eucharist Rite II).

On Monday, March 30, Holy Eu-
charist Rite II will take place at 7 p.m.

On Tuesday, March 31, a Healing
Service Liturgy and Holy Eucharist
will be held at 7 p.m.

The Service of Tenebrae is sched-
uled for Wednesday, April 1, at 7 p.m.

On Thursday, April 2, Maundy
Thursday will be observed with an
Agape Meal, Holy Eucharist and Vigil
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

On Friday, April 3, Stations of the
Cross will be offered at 3 p.m. and the
Good Friday Liturgy will take place
at 7:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 5, will include
services at 8 a.m. (Holy Eucharist Rite
I) and 10 a.m. (Holy Eucharist Rite II).

“Join us to feel the Grace of God
throughout each day of this excep-
tional week beginning with Jesus’
triumphant entrance into Jerusalem
on Palm Sunday; a meditative cel-
ebration of the Holy Eucharist on
Monday; feel the healing touch of
Christ at our Healing Liturgy and
Mass on Tuesday, and then witness
the light seemingly begin to fade at
the service of Tenebrae on Wednes-
day,” said the Reverend Dr. Gina
Walsh-Minor, rector of Trinity Epis-
copal Church.

“Join the disciples gathered for the
last supper on Maundy Thursday;
discover what is meant by ‘good’
about Good Friday…all culminating
with the joyful celebration of the
Resurrection of our Lord on Easter
Sunday,” Mother Gina concluded.

HOLY WEEK BEGINS...The Trinity
Episcopal Church of Cranford will hold
Holy Week observances beginning with
Palm Sunday services on March 29.
Pictured, the Reverend Dr. Gina
Walsh-Minor, rector, leads a previous
Palm Sunday service.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, will host “Story Time Yoga”
featuring Lisa Ferraro on Thursdays
at 10:15 a.m. beginning April 9 and
continuing through May 28.

This eight-week story time will pro-
mote literacy while getting children
up and moving. Children ages 2 to 5
will use props — like balls, scarves,
pinwheels and pom-poms — to build
strength, flexibility and self-confi-

dence through play. The program will
mix poses, games, storytelling, art and
music to teach children how to release
the “sillies” and find the calm.

Registration is required and will
begin today, Thursday, March 26. It
may be done in person or by calling
the library at (908) 709-7272. Ad-
mission is free and all Cranford resi-
dents are welcome. For a list of other
upcoming programs, visit the library
webpage at cranford.com.

Cranford Library Sets ‘Story Time Yoga’

Loconsolos Welcome
Son, Jack Robert

John and Janine Loconsolo of
North Caldwell have announced the
birth of their son, Jack Robert
Loconsolo, on Tuesday, March 3,
2015, at 5:59 p.m., at St. Barnabas
Medical Center in Livingston.

Jack weighed 6 pounds and 14
ounces and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.

He joins his sister, Lena Josephine
Loconsolo, age 3.

Jack’s maternal grandparents are
Robert and Phyllis Hess of Cedar
Grove.

John and Pamela Loconsolo of
Westfield are his paternal grandpar-
ents.

Dorothy Sheehy of New York City
is Jack’s paternal great-grandmother.

Rosary Altar Society
Schedules Meeting

GARWOOD — The next monthly
meeting of St. Anne’s Rosary Altar
Society will be held on Thursday,
April 9, at 7 p.m., at the Knights of
Columbus Hall. The hall is located at
37 South Avenue, Garwood. Parking
is available behind the hall on Willow
Avenue.

President Christine Guerriero will
welcome all members and call for
committee reports. Election of new
officers for the 2015-2016 Rosary year
also will take place. Refreshments will
be served during the meeting.

Jennie Browne has arranged for a
trip to Taj Mahal in Atlantic City on
Sunday, April 26. Interested persons
are asked to call her at (908) 789-
0778. The next Rosary Sunday is May
3, with recitation of the Rosary at 7:40
a.m., followed by Mass at 8 a.m. All
are encouraged to participate.

Needle Nite Session to Be
Held April 10 in Fanwood

FANWOOD — The monthly
Needle Nite program at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church is scheduled for
Friday, April 10, at 7:30 p.m., in
Westminster Hall. For this session,
the date has been changed to the
second Friday of April. Visitors are
asked to enter from Marian Avenue.

More than 50 quilts have been
made this year and will be donated
to Children’s Specialized Hospital,
the Center for Hope Hospice and the
Cancer Support Group of Central
New Jersey. Many will be shown at
the Harvest Quilt Show this Satur-
day, March 28, at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains. The knitters and those who
crochet will have projects they have
made for charity displayed at the

Quilt Show.
A new quilt pattern, called the

“Twisted 4 Patch,” will be demon-
strated at the April Needle Nite
meeting.

All are welcome to come and see
what is being done and to join the
group.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.
Donated materials end up in many
forms usable by the charities that
receive them. Needle Nite partici-
pants then take their newly learned
skills for use at home.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891; e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the
website at fanwoodpc.org.
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– Obituaries –

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  
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Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

M.A.

Prayer to St. Jude
Holy Apostle and Martyr, great

in virtue, rich in miracles, near
kinsman of Jesus Christ and faith-
ful intercessor of all who invoke
your special patronage in time of
need, to you I have recourse from
the depths of my heart and humbly
ask you, to whom God has given
such great power, to help me in my
present and urgent petition. In re-
turn I promise to make your name
known and cause you to be in-
voked.  Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and three Glory
Be’s for nine consecutive days.
This prayer has never been known
to fail.  Publication must be prom-
ised. St. Jude, Patron Saint of the
Impossible, pray for us. Amen.

M.A.

Eileen O’Shea

Eileen O’Shea, Worked at Overlook;
Longtime Miller-Cory Volunteer

Eileen Murphy O’Shea of Sum-
mit, N.J. passed away on Tuesday,
March 17, 2015, at Manor Care in
New Providence, N.J.

A Funeral Mass for
Eileen was held at the
Our Lady of Peace
Church, 111 South
Street, New Providence,
N.J., on Saturday, March
21, 2015. Mrs. O’Shea
was the wife of the late
John C. O’Shea.

Born in Boston,
Mass., Eileen was the
daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Daniel Murphy.
She attended Burdett
College and Boston
University and had
worked as a cardiac technician at
Overlook Hospital. She had lived
in Summit since 1950.

An avid American Folk Art histo-
rian and lecturer, Mrs. O’Shea had
volunteered as a docent and colonial
crafts demonstrator at many schools
and institutions for the Miller-Cory

House Museum in Westfield for more
than 40 years. She also served on the
museum’s Board of Governors. She
was one of the founders and former

treasurer of the Penn-Jer-
sey Basketry Guild and a
longtime member of the
Fortnightly Club of Sum-
mit.

Surviving are her two
daughters, Jacqueline
Galano of Glen Head, N.Y.
and Kyle of Newark, Del.;
two sons, Kevin of
Auburndale, Mass. and
Gary of Summit, N.J.; three
grandsons, Gregory, An-
drew and Christopher;
three great-grandchildren,
James, Daniel and Vivian,

and her brother, Joseph Murphy.
In lieu of flowers, donations in her

memory may be made to the Miller-
Cory House Museum, P.O. Box 455,
Westfield, N.J. 07091. For further
information, please go to
www.bradleyfuneralhomes.com.
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Donald R. Maxwell

Donald ‘Bob’ Maxwell, 89, Rotarian;
Owned Furniture Refinishing Business

Donald R. “Bob” Maxwell, 89, of
Mountainside, N.J. died on Thurs-
day, March 19, 2015.

Born in Westfield, Bob
owned and operated Don
Maxwell, a furniture re-
finishing and upholstery
business in Mountainside.
A veteran of the U.S. Army
during World War II, he
was a longtime member of
the Rotary Club of
Westfield, having joined
in 1948.

Bob also was an early
member  of  the
Mountainside Rescue Squad.

He was the beloved husband of the
late Gertrude Schweitzer Maxwell,
and father of the late Dorothy Ann
Maxwell Hall. He is survived by his
son, Donald J. ”Max” Maxwell, and
his wife, Katharine “Kati”; two grand-

children, Kaitlyn Ann Desiderio and
her husband, David, and Donald L.

Maxwell and his wife,
Ashley, and his son-in-law,
Peter Hall.

Bob’s life celebration
and visitation were held
on Sunday, March 22, at
Gray Funeral Directors,
318 East Broad Street,
Westfield, where his fu-
neral service began on
Monday, March 23, 2015.
Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. To view a trib-

ute of Bob’s life, visit
grayfuneralhomes.com.

Memorial contributions may be
made in his memory to the Dorothy
Ann Foundation, 885 Mountain Av-
enue, Mountainside, N.J. 07092.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15001013

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-056648-10

Plaintiff: FEDERAL HOME LOAN MORTGAGE
CORPORATION

VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH J. MADDEN; WELLS

FARGO BANK, NA; UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Sale Date: 04/08/2015
Writ of Execution: 10/17/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Nine Thousand Four Hundred and 86/100***
$359,400.86.

The property to be sold is located in: the
Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 239 Third Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey 07027.

Tax Lot No.: 5 in Block: 205
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 80 x 150
Nearest Cross Street: Oak Street
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info: At the time

of publication taxes/sewer/water information was
not available-you must check with the tax collec-
tor for exact amounts due.

Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments
(if any): None

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy Thou-
sand One Hundred Eighty-Seven and 32/100***
$370,187.32 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No.: XWZ-144333
4 T - 03/12, 03/19, 03/26
& 04/02/15 Fee: $206.04.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15001079

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013956-14

Plaintiff: PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH MIRABILE, JULIE A.

MIRABILE
Sale Date: 04/15/2015
Writ of Execution: 01/22/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Forty-Five Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Four
and 04/100*** $345,354.04.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
STREET & STREET NO: 2072 Grand Street
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 2703, LOT: 7
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 125.00 feet x 50.00

feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Northeasterly

line of Cook Avenue
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any):
Scotch Plains Twp holds a claim for taxes due

and/or other municipal utilities such as water
and/or sewer in the amount of $2123.46 as of 02/
01/2015.

Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Sixty Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Seventy-One and 75/100***
$360,771.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/19, 03/26, 04/02
& 04/09/15 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15001060

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-03908-13

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR
C1TIGROUP MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST, SE-
RIES 2004-OPT1, ASSET BACKED PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2004-OM

VS.
Defendant: BARBARA J. MURPHY; SEAN

MURPHY A/K/A SEAN T. MURPHY; LEWIS
WETSTEIN, MD; WANDA I MURPHY; SUN
NATIONAL BANK; ASSET ACCEPTANCE LLC,
MERCHANTS COMMERCIAL CREDIT AS-
SIGNEE OF PRO VIDIAN BANK ASIA; DIS-
COVER BANK; FORD MOTOR CREDIT CO.;
UNDERWOOD MEMORIAL HOSPITAL; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 04/15/2015
Writ of Execution: 01/30/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Two Thousand One Hundred Forty-Six and
10/100*** $552,146.10.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Scotch Plains, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 6
Gaycroft Drive, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076,
Union TAX LOT #: 6, BLOCK #: 11902

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: Single Fam-
ily Residence Lot Size: 1.03 acres

NEAREST CROSS STREET: Feinmore Drive
SUBJECT TO ANY OPEN TAXES, WATER/

SEWER, MUNICIPAL OR TAX LIENS THAT
MAY BE DUE.

PRIOR MORTGAGES AND/OR JUDG-
MENTS: N/A

Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Sixty-Seven
Thousand Three Hundred Sixty-Eight and 20/
100*** $567,368.20 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
UDREN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
111 WOODCREST ROAD
WOODCREST CORPORATE CENTER
SUITE 200
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08003
(856) 669-5400
4 T - 03/19, 03/26, 04/02
& 04/09/15 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15001152

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-0592-09

Plaintiff: BLUE ASSET MANAGEMENT POOL
1 LLC

VS.
Defendant: DAVID EVANS, HIS HEIRS, DE-

VISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE, AND
INTEREST, AND GINA EVANS, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST, KVAL PROPERTIES, LLC, UNION
COUNTY BOARD OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND
ALBERT ANGELET11, MD, HIS HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST

Sale Date: 04/22/2015
Writ of Execution: 10/31/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Eighty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Eighty-Eight
and 75/100*** $785,688.75.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield in the County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 919 Grandview Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No.: Lot 17 in Block 4808 on the Town
of Westfield Tax Map

Dimensions of Lot: 50 x 100
Nearest Cross Streets: Elizabeth Avenue, Pine

Street
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer,

municipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: No open taxes or prior

liens.
Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if any):

None
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Twenty-Three

Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Seven and 55/
100*** $823,357.55 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCELROY, DEUTSCH, MULVANEY &
CARPENTER, LLP
1300 MOUNT KEMBLE AVENUE
P.O. BOX 2075
MORRISTOWN NEW JERSEY 07962-2075
(973) 993-8100
4 T - 03/26, 04/02, 04/09
& 04/16/15 Fee: $210.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15001188

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-015075-14

Plaintiff:HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR NOMURA AS-
SET ACCEPTANCE CORPORATION, MORT-
GAGE PASS THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2006-APi

VS.
Defendant: YOUNG-KI SHIM; TBF FINAN-

CIAL LLC; MARK A MUSCATELLO ESTATE OF
Sale Date: 04/22/2015
Writ of Execution: 02/20/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Eleven Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-
Four and 80/100*** $611,724.80.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 236
PEMBROOK ROAD, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW
JERSEY 07092-1721

BEING KNOWN as LOT 1E, BLOCK 3A on
the official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
MOUNTAINSIDE.

Dimensions: 161.38 Feet x 100.00 Feet X
167.16 Feet X 89.09 Feet

Nearest Cross Street: Force Drive
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Thirty-Five Thou-

sand Three Hundred Ninety-Four and 84/100***
$635,394.84 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 03/26, 04/02, 04/09
& 04/16/15 Fee: $208.08

Steven Schmitt, Distinguished Athlete;
Was Former Resident of Westfield

Steven Schmitt

Steven Schmitt passed away in
Allentown, Pa. on Saturday, March
14, 2015, after a brief illness.

Steve was born on
January 21, 1952 and
grew up in Westfield, N.J.
He graduated from
Westfield High School
with high honors, at-
tended Wesleyan Univer-
sity in Connecticut and
graduated from Lehigh
University in 1974. Steve
was inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame for his state and
national swimming
records in 1998. He re-
sided in the Lehigh Val-
ley area for over 40 years.

In 1994 Steve became the founder
and director of CAT (Coalition for
Appropriate Transportation). He
worked tirelessly making Lehigh
Valley more pedestrian and cycling
friendly. He was an advocate for
car-free living for more than two
decades and stopped driving in
1986. With a smile we remember

Steve riding his bicycle from Penn-
sylvania to spend a Thanksgiving
with us in Mountainside. It’s pos-

sible that he was par-
tially influenced by his
father’s desire to recycle
instead of dumping ev-
erything in landfills.

Steve was preceded in
death by his father,
Frederick G. Schmitt, in
1984. He is survived by
his sons and daughters-
in-law, Eric (Melissa) of
Allentown, Pa. and
Robin (Lisa) of Phila-
delphia, and his three
grandchildren, Zoe,
Henry and Evelyn. He

also will be deeply missed by his
mother, Kathryn; his sister, Ann
Hinman; his brother, Ricky, and his
nephews, Jesse and Lee Hinman,
all residing in Mountainside, N.J.

Memorial donations may be made
to: CAT, 1935 W. Broad Street,
Bethlehem, Pa. 18018.
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We Can Choose Things That
Are Good and Have Purpose

I N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O N

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service

Tell me something good. Take a
new look around. What gives your
life purpose?

Take a moment to think about some-
thing good. It’s easy to forget about
the good in the world. We are caught
up in a wave of negativity. Who’s
being arrested? Who is the latest Hol-
lywood or political scandal? Where’s
the latest natural disaster? Who’s hack-
ing who? The rich, the famous and
often the tragic fill the media.

We are in a society obsessed with
these events. The media reporting
hours upon hours of over-covering
the same news story (especially the
negative ones). Unfortunately, the
results of this barrage can be devas-
tating – depression, anxiety, panic,
substance and alcohol use.

Choose to look for good and pur-
pose in your life. Turn on the TV to
positive events or a family movie, a

comedy or spiritual story. Read; yes,
read – either on a tablet or from a real
book — something positive, enlight-
ening and purposeful. Do something
with purpose. Did you know a little
boy in Illinois raised money on his
own for his friend who was treated at
a local hospital to “repay” them for
saving his friend’s life? How about
the wonderful love stories out there?
The couple who, after 67 years to-
gether, died holding hands. Did you
hear about the polar bear plunge in
New Jersey when it was freezing?!
These are all good stories.

They are about having a life pur-
pose, positive relationships and dy-
namic balance. Studies support that
popularity, influence, and money do
not make us happy. Rather, life pur-
pose and relationships are more in-
fluential to our happiness. We make
the decision each day about how we
treat our body, our relationship, our
spiritual life and our community.

Make the decision to stop by a church,
temple, or chapel to help others. Feel
the positive goodness of giving. Do-
nate something or donate your time.
The good news is people are doing this
now, every day, and it’s purposeful and
positive. So today choose to do some-
thing that is good and has purpose. We
can all decide each day, each moment,
to live a positive, more purposeful,
happier life...or not!

“True happiness is not attained
through self-gratification but through
fidelity to a worthy purpose.” —
Helen Keller.

* * *
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed thera-

pist at Youth and Family Counseling
Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J., (908) 233-2042;
Website: yfcsnj.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

William G. Hymer, 91, P.E., Worked
At American Cyanamid Corporation

William G. Hymer

William G. Hymer, 91, of
Westfield died on Monday, March
23, 2015, at the Center for Hope
Hospice in Scotch Plains.

A Professional Engineer,
Mr. Hymer was retired from
the American Cyanamid
Corporation in Wayne, N.J.

Born in Jerome, Ariz. to
the late Howard G. and
Esther Wanner Hymer,
young William and his fam-
ily eventually settled in
Shrewsbury, N.J. He re-
ceived a Ph.D. in chemical
engineering from Newark
College of Engineering, now
NJIT. He served on muni-
tions ships in the Atlantic War Zone
and the Mediterranean War Zone while
a member of the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rines during World War II.

William was a longtime member
of the F&AM Masonic Lodge, Red
Bank, N.J., and the New Jersey Soci-
ety of Professional Engineers. He
enjoyed building and racing cars, ice
boat racing on the Navesink River
and refurbishing furniture, and also
did consulting work on nuclear sub-

marines.
William was the beloved husband

of the late Elsie W. Hymer, and father
of the late Ralph Hymer.
He is survived by his sis-
ter, Elizabeth Hymer
Dudley.

William’s life celebra-
tion and visitation will
be at 11 a.m. on Mon-
day, March 30, 2015, at
Gray Funeral Directors,
318 East Broad Street,
Westfield, where his fu-
neral service will follow
at noon. Interment will
follow at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield. To

view a tribute of William’s life, please
go to www. grayfuneralhomes.com.

March 26, 2015

Manners-Etiquette Programs
Open to Cranford Children

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
will offer Mannerations Etiquette
Programs. Mannerations is a fun,
innovative program that teaches
children and young adults about
etiquette and how it should be prac-
ticed in today’s world. Modern eti-
quette embraces social grace, con-
sideration and respect for others,
while feeling comfortable and con-
fident.

The programs are for Cranford
residents and include two, one-hour
classes, entitled Mannerations So-
cial Etiquette and Mannerations
Dining Program. The classes are
for children 6 to 10 years old and
will be held at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220 Wal-

nut Avenue. Individuals may regis-
ter in person at the Cranford Com-
munity Center or online through
Community Pass.

Mannerations Social Etiquette
teaches proper etiquette techniques
to successfully manage social situ-
ations. The class will be held on
Wednesday, April 15, from 4 to 5
p.m. The cost is $40 per child.

Mannerations Dining Program
teaches the etiquette of dining in a
fun, interactive and memorable
manner. A four-course meal is con-
sumed while etiquette instruction
is provided. The class will be held
on Tuesday, April 21, from 4 to 5
p.m. The cost is $50 per child.

For more information, contact
Patti  Manning, founder of
Mannerations, at (908) 233-2566
or mannerations@comcast.net. In-
terested persons also may call the
Cranford Community Center at
(908) 709-7283.

G. Dexter Force, 99, Was Businessman;
Local Rotarian, Pilot and Avid Golfer

G. Dexter Force

G. Dexter Force, 99, died Sunday,
March 22, at home after a brief illness.

He was predeceased by his wife of
36 years, Ruth Force.
He leaves his loving
children, a daughter,
Linda Tarantula; a son,
George Force; a son,
James Force, and his
wife, Susan; a daugh-
ter-in-law, Lori Force;
nine grandchildren;
three great-grandchil-
dren and many close
friends.

A one-room, sod
cabin located in Chi-
nook, Mont. was
Dexter’s birthplace and home for the
first seven years of his life. He moved,
first to Springfield, and then,
Mountainside, with his father and
mother, George and Amanda, and his
younger siblings, Robert and Maxine,
in 1922.

Attending school in Westfield, he
graduated from Westfield High,
where he was known for both his
musical and athletic (swimming)
abilities. During World War II, he
served as a staff sergeant in the Phil-
ippines. Upon returning, he and his
father fulfilled their dream of having
their own tool and woodworking
machine business by opening Force
Machinery Company and running it
out of the barn in the back of their
Mountainside home. In the early ’50s

they would move their business to a
more suitable location on Route 22,
Union, N.J. In 1953, he married his

“Ruthie” and his family
grew to a total of five by the
end of the decade.

An adventurer at heart,
Dexter was a private pilot.
He also believed in giving
back to the community and
was a longtime member and
past president of the Rotary
Club of Union as well as
being president of his condo
association for several
years. Besides his love of
flying and his desire to serve
others, he was an avid golfer

and longtime member of Echo Lake
Country Club.

One could always count on Dexter
for a friendly “Hello” and the telling
of an involved and very funny joke.

Visitation and a Memorial Service
will be held between noon and 3 p.m.
on Saturday, March 28, at Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral
Home, 582 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, please make a
donation made out to: Rotary Club of
Union, P.O. Box 301, Union, N.J.
07083 and fill in the memo with
“Children’s Scholarship Fund” or to
the Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O. Box
356, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

March 26, 2015
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IT ALL ADDS UP...Students and families from Franklin Elementary in Westfield
recently participated in the school's annual Math Night. The event featured
various games and activities to enhance math skills in a fun way. Pictured are first
graders Will and Luke Norris, third grader Margaret Crooks and third grade
teacher Danielle Soular playing "Ring of Circles," which involved numerical
patterns based on the work of mathematician, Charles Babbage.

High Honor Roll
Grade 12

Andrew Barcia, Erica Berkowitz,
Matthew Boczon, Alexandra Bord,
Samantha Bordman, Alexandra
Boyarsky, Shannon Burns, Eric Calvo,
John Peter Cavaliere, Julia Cirincione,
Jodie Cornwell, Arianna Correa, Nicole
Cusmano, Michal Daszyk, Steven
Davies, Elisabeth Duke, Mateusz
Dziedzic, Brendan Earl, Jahtiana Foote,
Alexandra Gale, Alyssa Gilman, Daisy
Guallpa, Matthew Haas, Paige Heiden,
Emily Isola, Amar Jain, Amanda
Karacsony, Doriane Kasper, James
Killeen, Kaitlyn Killeen, Jacob Klapper,
Jessica Karen Kramer, Michael Lange,
Grace Makowski, Arielle Margulies,
John McCall, Madeline McNichol, Josh
Mineo, Claire Nguyen, Diana Yunhee
Pak, Matthew Perper, Mykala Rene
Porter, John Quigley, Tamera Rembert,
Megan Sophia Rickmers, Ryan Ro-
maine, Danielle Scheu, Robert Scillieri,
Andrew Tomasulo, Megan Tsipas,
Nicole Van Etten, Erica Waltsak, Leah
White, Andrew Whitehouse, Lina Zikas

Grade 11
Jamie Abar, Catherine Acito,

Rebecca Ames, Joshua Axelrod,
Amanda Banasiak, Madison Banker,
Sarah Barash, Madeleine Bebout,
Molly Becker, Briana C Bennett, Noah
Bernstein, Shay Blechinger-Slocum,
Emily Boyle, Samantha Broders,
Allison Busa, Emma Calabrese,
Celeste Cappadoccia, Giovanna
Carlino, Laura Charos, Chloe Cimino,
Shannon Costello, Paige Crandall,
Carly Daniele, Sarah Davis, Catherine
DePaola, Madison Dieu, Maria Duque,
Abrahim Elseht, Zakary Elseht,
Samantha Ferrara, Ally Flynn, Kara
Foley, Abigail Fossaceca, Alexander
Frier, Matthew Garber, Heather
Goeller, Samantha Gorman, Ethan
Graham, Nathaniel Robert Graham,
Joseph Guidi, Dakota Halma, Mat-
thew Halpin, Ani Hsu Obrock, Shona
Jain, Maya Jegede, Lizabeth
Kaminoff, Sabrina Khan, Madison
Korteling, Jonathan Kriney, Rasheka
Krishan, Kaavya Krishna-Kumar, Liza
Kussner, Rachel Lambert, Jake Longo,
Gabriela Macpherson, Kelly Magrino,
Caitlyn Mannino, Thomas
Margaritondo,  Amelia Markey,
Michelle Marvosa, Darren Mascioli,
Brett Mayerson, Erin Mecca, Tatiana
Melendez, Rebecca Miller, Sarika
Mujumdar, Amenda Ni, Saleena Nival,
Celia Phansalkar, Ryan Michael
Radice, Harry Randazzo, Caroline
Ringel, Olivia Roberts, Zoe Rodriguez,
Arthur W. Rohman, Samuel Sadel,
Anjanette Saleh, Mariel Sass, Julianne
Sawchuk, Matthew Schweizer,
Caroline Scobee, Stav Shadmi,
Hannah Simon, Kevin Sonpar, Mary
Catherine Grace Stovall, Rohan
Suresh, Kiersten Swaak, Lauren
Szpond, Bridget Van Natta, Mercy
Villacis, Melanie Walker, Benjamin
Weiss, Michael Wright, Caroline
Yessman, Gali Zaborowski, Daniel
Zheng, Vivian Zhuang

Grade 10
Ashley Andrews, Melissa Baldani,

Nicole Barber, Emma Beckerman,
Ron Ben-Michael, Mia Blundo,
Christopher Bondarowicz, Sophie
Brause, Alexis Brunetto, Gabriella
Buckley, Jason Calabria, Jake
Canavan, Natalie Cestone, Zoe Choi,
Majory Colon, Kiara Cruz, Justin
Cunningham, Francesca DiFabio,
Julia DiGiacomo, Sarah E Dolan,
Anthony Donatelli, Caroline
Drubulis, Parker Dvorin, Fizzah
Ehsan, Laurel Elkin, Daniela
Fonseca, Matthew Fox, Claudia Gen-
tile, Rose Giandana, Robert Gordon,
Justin Greenman, Daniel Grodberg,
Julia Guarneri, Erin Hayes, Rachel
Horn, Hayley Howell, Aleacia Jensen,
Ewan Jones, Liza Kasper, Ryan S
Kessler, Grace Lama, Christina
Lamagna, Cara Lamastra, Andrea
Leitner, Samantha Lopez, Max Lusk,
Ian Macpherson, Tim Marke, Mor-
gan Martinson, Max Mazursky, Paige
McKeown, Caroline McNichol,
David McQuilkin, Jacob Melville,
Sydney Mills, Julia Moya, Alexa-
Jada Nelson, Robert Nugent, Gre-
gory Oross, Simon Oster, Gia Pares,
Ryan Peterson,  Juliana Pigna,
Zachary Polak, Stephanie Ponterio,
Lorie Marie Rosado, Maxwell Ross,
Meghan Ryan, Madelyn Sassoon,
Taylor Sirchio, Sydney A. Smith,
Bhupinder Sohal, Brianna M
Sorrentino, Daria Speranza, Gabriel
Sta Rosa, Lukas Stein, Colin Sullivan,
Mckella Ashley Sylvester, Chelsea
Tavares, Brian Taylor, Neel Thombre,
Micaela Valli, Isaac Velasquez, Mat-
thew Vignola, Juliana Wagner, Toby
Waldman, David Walker, Jessica
Waltsak, Peter Warren, Jordyn
Wheeler, Kaitlyn Wilson, Justin Yang,
Alison Zimmerman

Grade 9
Olivia R Abdy, Sara Elizabeth

Banasiak,  Olivia N Barcia,  Pauline
Wanda R Bayotas, Kylie Beirne,
Madeline Bord, Caitlin E Bourke,
Brandon Boyarsky,  Isabel Brett,
Caitlin R Bromm,  Francesca M
Carlino,  Kristyn R. Cerini,  Justin M.
Chaillet,  David V. Chango,  Rachel A
Cieslinski, Daniella Cohen,  Samuel
Colao,  Phoebe F Collins,  Isabella
Marie Corsaro,  Catherine E Crane,
Christian A Culp,  Rosella G. Cuomo,
Nina Daniele,  Tyler Daniskas,
Hannah Margaret Davis, Riya A.
Desai,  Gauri P Deshpande,  Amy T
Deutschmeister,  Sabrina L DiLollo,
Anthony B DiNizo,  Victoria
Domiciano,  Zheng Dong, Anna
Elizabeth Dunchus,  Julia A Dunlap,
Caroline English,  Benjamin
Essenfeld,  Sydney R Evans,  Hannah
E Finan,  Michael Steven Fleck,
Hayley Friedman,  Patrick T Gannon,
Brandon Glickstein, Adam Zachary
Glod, Emily Gonyou, Rachel E. Gra-
ham, Michael S. Gross, Caroline

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 2nd Marking Period

Gutierrez, Olivia R. Haas, James T
Hahn, Nina Isabella Halberstadter,
Megan E. Hansen, Nicholas Heath,
Caitlin Nicole Hesson, Rourke
Hillyer,  Jordan N. Hoose, Isabella A.
Hurtado, Scott Kaiser, Andrew T.
Kriney,  Jennifer A Lambert,  Ryan
M. Lee, Michael J. Leegan,  Brianna
N. Linder, Matthew M. Lozito, Rachel
Maizes, Jared E Mann, Adam Ross
Mayerson, Briana L McGowan,  Paige
E. McMorrow, Kerri L. McNeely,
Kelly Rose Mehorter,  Ryan Hunter
Midwinter,  Sara Rose Miller,  Alyssa
C. Mongiovi, Sierra Jade Moorman,
Danielle B. Mrozek, Dhvanil
Nanshah, Mackenzie O’Brien,
McKenzie J. Pagano, Nikita M
Paranjape,  Andrew G Parvin,  Niva
Patel,  Anna Piekutowski,  Matthew
Porchetta, Kiley Q. Porter,  Vaishnavi
V. Ramanan,  Kerry A. Regan,  Erin C
Rogers, Sophia Rosahl,  Gabriella J
Scannell, Samuel J. Schetelich,
Stephanie T. Schramm,  Katherine W
Schug, Veronica Sendao, Ardita
Sinanovic, Megan L. Small, LeeDar
Sneor,  Ryan A. Spoljaric,  Samantha
C Sprechman, Isabella A. Sta Rosa,
Gianna M. Strzalkowski,  Mikaela
Rose Tajo,  Erica Mei Tellado,  Lauren
F. Trentacoste, Joseph E. Varela,
Daniel Villardi, Ashley Vincent,
Sydney A Von Oehsen,  Alexandra A
Vuono, Nicole V. Vuono, Victoria
Wilkins, Karl B. Wirth, Ethan A.
Wollman, Todd Womelsdorf,  Aimee
Zheng, Elyte V. Zikas

Honor Roll
Grade 12

Carl Acito,  Daniel Babis, Ross
Baron,  Kimberly Barros,  Rebecca
Beauvais, Jacob Beckerman, Kayla
Brady, Morgan Bransky, Olivia
Brown, Taylor Brown, Bryan
Buchanan,  Courtney Bunin,  Megan
Burke,  Alexandra Burns, Jamie Bush,
Rachel Butler, Melissa Calabria,
Diamond Carrington, Elizabeth
Casserly,  Brianna Cepparulo,
Allyson Cerini, Corina Checchio,
Anthony Choque,  Adam Cohen,
Roland Crystal, Mallory
Cunningham, Thomas Cunningham,
Caitlyn Dayton,  Daniel Dill, Ali Dorn,
Alexandra Duke,  Allison Durett, Alex
Eckert, Sean Esbrandt, Daniel
Federico, Emily Chaya Fidlow,
Jacqueline Fletcher, Alyssa Gardner,
Christian Germano, Christopher Ri-
chard Gibbons,  Carly Grace,
Alexander Gugliotta,  Stephen Handy,
Joseph Haverlock,  Steven Haverlock,
Bryan Hayden,  Karina Hernandez,
Timothy Hesson,  Elizabeth Hom,
Tyler Hubbert,  Danielle Hurtado,
Sarah Iannaccone,  Angela
Ignomirello, Matthew Itzkowitz,
Helen Johns, Brendan Kelly,  Kevin
Kerby, Emma Klein, Marissa
Lamastra, Elizabeth Lamorte -
Wright, David Lange, Brian Lapham,
Michael Lee, Christian Lisojo, Lauren
Lockfeld, Evelyn Logie, Samantha
Loop, Alyssa Lopez, Daniel Lopez,
Brooke Lord, Natalia P Loureiro,
Anne Luongo, Letizia Macchini,  Sam
Mahler, Justin Malaussena,  Matthew
Marino, Hannah Matysek, Kevin
Maxwell, William McNeely, Maya
Mitterhoff,  Sean Patrick Monteverde,
John Musso, Julia Napolitano, Nicole
Nilsen, Christine Nocum, Kelsey
O’Connor, Derek Offitzer, Christian
Olivera, Benjamin Pacaja, Lucy
Palmer, Brianna Peterson, Ryan
Piliego, Keenan Porter, Zachary
Refinski, Jeffrey Rodgers, Gianna
Rosello,  Todd Ryan,  Quincy
Sanchez,  Anthony Schenone,  Jer-
emy Scialdoni,  Christopher Sheil,
Sara Sikora,  Stephen Skaar,
Alexander Skoog,  Cameron Smith,
Connor Smith, Thomas Smyth,  Jor-
dan Stein,  Garrett Szeto,  Raina
Tellado,  Christopher Turso,  Gillian
Worley,  Tyler Zeile,  Garrett Zito,
Christian Zoufaly

Grade 11
Matthew Abdy,  Caroline Babis,

Jordan Belford,  Isabella Bernardo,
Michael Besson, Justin Boozer,  Jacob
Brown,  Jalen M Bryant,  Zoe
Buckridee,  Joseph Buttigheri,  Nancy
Canevari,  Sean Cheney,  Robert Choi,
Joseph Cicon, Jordan Cimring,
Zachary Cimring, Emily Cohen,
Vincent Conti,  Christian Cornejo,
Alexis Couso,  Casey Daudelin,
Daniel Dawson,  Darby DeBonis,

Jack Defouw, Edward DePaola,
Margaret Desantis, Margaret
DiVirgilio, Francesca Dobies,
Courtney Dreyfus, Jacqueline
Fahrenholz,  Angelette K Florence,
Rebecca Freedman,  Zackary Fuimo,
Allison Gara,  Martha Garyfallos,  Ira
Gotliboym, Alexander Guevara,
Zachary Halma, Cameron Heisey,
Mary Hubbard, Isabella Iacona,
Rachael Janssen, Selin Kargi,
Annemarie Kearns,  Megan Kieltyka,
Julian Korduba, Nadim Korkmaz,
Emma Kowalczyk,  Lea Kronsteiner,
Jillian Lapidus, Thomas Leistikow,
Sierra Lesiak,  Xuying Liang,  Tyler
Litwin, Chloe Mansilla, Rebecca
Mehorter, Sean Meisch, Jocelyn
Michnowski, Alyssa Miguelino,
Zakary Miller, Bethany Mills, Mark
B. Mital, Timothy Mitchell, Emily
Morris, Jake Mruczinski, Kathryn
Musso,Tyler O’Brien, Erin
O’Connor, Amanda O’Hara, Vito
Petitti, Anne Pierce, George Ramos,
Geneva Rata, Dylan Redfield, Petra
Reiserova, Kaleb Rembert, Ciara
Richardson,  Andrew Rimpici, Erykah
Robinson, Allison Roden, Jared
Romero,  Matthew Schuman, Wilson
Shek, Arlind Sinanovic, Matthew
Sosnowski, Abby Spector, Taylor
Spirko, Kate Traina, Tinnapat
Triamarit, Zoe Verrico, Samiksha
Vittalraj, Connor Walsh, Grace
Wayman, Mariah Weigel, Mariel
Weigel, Melody Weigel, Jason
Wendel, Joshua Widman, Victoria
Williams, Joseph Witkowski, Jenni
Zakarin,  Naomi Zaksenberg,  Natalie
Zimmermann, Carly C. Zogg

Grade 10
Ryan Abramowitz,  Aaron Arkin,

Danielle Barber, Christian Buren, Erin
Chiappi, Riley Chin, Natalie Choque,
Callie Ciarrocca,  Rebecca Citarella,
Alyssa Christina Cordero,  Steven De
Rose,  Sophia DeAndrade,  Colin
Demaria,  Deja J Demaria,  Kiera E
DeProspero, Ravi Desai, Michael
DiGiacomo, Maya Dunchus, Garrett
Dwyer, Patrick Ellman,  Jumar Etkins,
Grace Fanning,  Keara Farley,
Radame’ Fernandez,  Conor Flood,
Wilda Francois,  Michael Giuliani,
John Gorski,  Joshua Hammond,  Al-
exandria Hudak, Gianna Januszanis,
Francesca Anne Jones,  Kathryn Emily
Kalaigian,  Isha Kamdar,  Abigail
Kennedy, Ramzi Korkmaz, Nicholas
Lavin, Callen Leahy, Elizabeth
Lestrange, Emily Levitt, Henry
Lewand, Nicolette Lorusso, Blake
Mackey, Kyle Magee, Anthony
Magnotta, Tyler Malaussena, Maxine
Manville, Hunter Marshall,  Paris
McNamara, Andrew Most, Deblina
Mukherjee, Kaitlyn Mullany, Grace
Murphy, Richard Nardone, Wayne
Neal, Matthew O. Newman, Nikitha
Nirmal,  Sean O’Connor, Samantha
Olivera, Amelia Paladino, Sean Pease,
Carla Pizzutiello, Hayley Pletscher,
Arren Puri, Justin Purvis, Anisah
Ramjohn, Christian Roman, Thomas
Saba, Abigail Sadel,  Taylor Samitt,
Albert Sanchez, Paul Santos, Elliot
Sayles, Stephen J. Scarcella, Stephanie
E. Schlund, Matthew Schwab,
Alexandra Shapiro,  Erin Sheehy,  Julia
Sikora,  Alyssa B Simmons,  Holly
Smith,  Sean Sobel, Gabriella Spadaro,
Allison Spiridigliozzi,  Lauren Beth
Tropper, Vindya Tumati, Gabriel Vaz,
Samuel Venick, Dylan Voltz, Kelsey
Werkheiser, Joshua Wiener, Jordan
Wolman, Peter Yarem,  Michael
Zucker, Molly Zucker, Taylor Zucosky

Grade 9
Yustina Alexander-Himlan,  Jacob

Anglin,  Serena M. Annucci,  Gianna
N. Barba, Max L. Blacker, Rachel
Breit, Amber Bretz, Thomas P
Bruckman, Abbe-Gayle O. Burton,
Jack Cannon, Zoe Ann Cardenas,
Declan J. Cassidy, Alexis Casterlow,
Amy Chen, Sade J Corneille, Joseph
Costanzo, Catherine A. Currie, Nirmit
P. Damania, Lauren Daniele, Maria C.
Del Sordi, Elizabeth G. DePaola,
Jordann F. DeVore, Taylor Diggs,
Angela L. DiGiacomo, Khalif Dowdy,
Laura E. Ducran, Lauren Taylor Eck,
Gina Mae Fahrenholz, Robert Fisher,
Matthew Peter Fleck, Zachary
Fleischman, Erika Frazier, Jake Fried-
man, Stamatis M. Gaglias, Alanna
Micaela Gaona, Danielle Glickstein,
Madison E. Goldberg, Samantha L.
Graifer, Avery Greenberg, Trinity E.

King Named to Johns
Hopkins Dean’s List
BALTIMORE, M.D. – Caroline

King of Westfield, N.J. (07090), was
named to the Dean’s list for academic
excellence for the fall 2014 semester
at Johns Hopkins University. To be
selected for this honor, a student must
earn a grade point average of 3.5 or
higher on a 4.0 scale in a program of
at least 14 credits with at least 12
graded credits.

Ms. King is the daughter of Michael
and Leah King and attended Westfield
High School in Westfield.

Ms. King, who is majoring in an
arts and sciences pre-major, will
graduate in May 2018.

Intermediate Teacher Award
Nominations Due April 21
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Hart, Allison Hochman, William
Daniel Holloway,  Aubrey M. Johnson,
Demetrius D. Johnson,  Alexander M
Joshua,  Erik Lee Kaufman,  Quinn S.
Kekelis,  Kayla Krutis, Zachary Leo
Labush, Madison Lawton, Jeremy M.
Lenart, Alex S. Lipshitz,  Amanda C.
Logie, Roberto Lugo, Sam P. Lusk,
Jack L. Lynch, Joel A. Madera, Emily
A. Malool, Alexander Joseph Manfra,
Olivia K. Mawby, Caraid McGovern,
Amanda M. McGrath, Douglas W.
McIntyre, Connor M McKenzie, Wil-
liam J. Mebes, Kaitlyn M. Mrozek,
Theodore Keith C Nitro, Brianna J.
O’Brien, Shakir Philippe, Molly Sa-
rah Pritchett, Cara L Raderman,
Michael Ramos, Nathaniel Redmount,
Molly E. Reynolds, Ramon Rodriguez,
Kevin M. Rohman, Rachel D. Rojek,
Justin Sanders, Aaron W. Schack,
Kathryn A Schauer, Alyssa Scheu,
Javin Scott, Eli Zachary Shenker,
Jamie C. Sjonell, Brianne Sorge,
Eleanor I. Szelc, Alexandra Rodriguez
Testa, Julia R. Verardi, Ryan Vincent,
Bridget M. Wallden, Samuel Mack
Wustefeld, Christopher Shaun Zogg,
Kimberly Marie Zogg

WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club
of Westfield has announced that the
deadline for receipt of nominations for
the 18th annual Intermediate School
Outstanding Teacher Award is Tues-
day, April 21.  Two intermediate school
teachers – one from Edison and one
from Roosevelt Intermediate Schools
– will be chosen to receive the award on
Wednesday, May 13 at an Optimist
dinner, and will be honored at a Board
of Education meeting in June.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth.  The nominee must be

a full-time teacher in the Westfield
Public Schools in grades six to eight
for a minimum of five years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination let-
ters to: Outstanding Teacher Award
Committee of the Optimist Club of
Westfield,c/o Office of the Superin-
tendent, Westfield Public Schools,
302 Elm St., Westfield, NJ  07090.
Letters can also be e-mailed to
optiaward@westfieldnjk12.org.

According to Dr. Margaret Dolan,
Superintendent of Schools, “The Out-
standing Teacher Award gives de-
serving credit to our intermediate
school teachers who provide an edu-
cationally stimulating and support-
ing environment during the critical
stage of adolescence.”

The Optimist Club of Westfield also
supports the schools and children
through Project Graduation, the Fresh-
men Service Project, Oratorical Con-
test, Hands-on Science, the Congres-
sional Seminar and Global Environ-
ment Scholarships and as a co-spon-
sor for the Halloween Haunted House.

Previous winners of the award from
Edison include:  Kerri Webster,
Debbie Ann Vezos, Kristi
Houghtaling, Kristine Smith-
Morasso, Michael Altman, Marni
Kirschenbaum, Alexandra
Boutsikaris, David Greer, Teresa
Squillace, Kathleen Zippler, Janice
Sheridan, Robert Hild, Gloria White-
James, Nancy Rygiel, David Shapiro,
Walter Buda, and Robert Sanders .

Roosevelt teachers who have been
honored with the Optimist award in-
clude: Colleen Rapparelli, Pamela
Friedman, Stephanie Kwiatkowski,
Laura Segedin, Denis McMorrow,
Marc Biunno, Dona Panagos, Jeffrey
Robbins, Glen Kurz, Elizabeth
Scheuerer, Linda Vail, Karen Lust,
Jack Martin, Wendy Masteller, Tho-
mas Reynolds, Walter Buda, Lynne
Gerber, and Frank Nolde .

Saint Peter’s Prep
Announces Honor Roll

JERSEY CITY – James DeAngelo,
Principal of Saint Peter’s Prep in Jer-
sey City, announced the following lo-
cal  residents attained honor roll status
for the second marking period.

Fanwood:  Daniel Harcourt, '15
earned First Honors.  James Wright,
'16 earned an Honorable Mention.

Mountainside:  Andrew Dellechiaie,
'15, Connor McGee, '17 and Keith
Schmidt, '18 earned Second Honors.
Honorable Mention was attained by
Daniel Dellechiaie, '15, James
McGlew, '15, Sean Hess, '17, and Tho-
mas Hannan, '18.

Scotch Plains:  Kyle Krutis, '15,
David Clancy, '16, Kyle Kelly, '17,
Theo MacMillan, '17, Matthew Coyne,
'18, and Sean FitzGibbon, '18 earned
First Honors.  Peter Tomljanovic, '15,
Griffin Whitmer, '16, and John Vinci,
'17, earnd Second Honors. Honorable
Mention was attained by Tyler Kovacs,
'15, Joseph Ponterdolph, '15, Alex
Sabatell, '15, Nicholas Giardiello, '16,
Brendan McEwen, '17, and Kenneth

Einhorn, '18.
Westfield:  William Fitzpatrick, '16,

Stuart Callinan, '17, Owen Heim, '18,
and Brendan Kane, '18 earned First
Honors.  Robert Brancatella, '16, John
Lovito, '16, James Tanella, '16, Daniel
Manganello, '17, Sean Mikovits, '17,
Matthew Phillips, '17,Thomas Riley,
'17, Miles Brancatella,'17, Thoms
Gannaway, '18, and William Slaski,
'18 earned Second Honors. Honor-
able Mention was attained by Andrew
Githens, '15, Christopher Lee, '15, Jo-
seph Manganello, '15, Alexander
Serpico, '15, Angus Applegarth, '17,
and Jackson Tennant, '17.

First Honors is awarded to students
with an average of A or higher (4.0)
and no grade lower than a C. Second
Honors is awarded to students with an
average at or above the midpoint be-
tween A and B+ (3.7) and no grade
lower than a C. Honorable Mention is
awarded to students with an average
of B+ or higher (3.5) and no grade
lower than a C.
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HESS, MURRAY LED IN SCORING; MURRAY RBs, ASSISTS

Blue Devil Boys Finish 13-11
In Competitive B-Ball Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unforgiving Union County compe-
tition with the likes of Top-3 ranked
Roselle Catholic, The Patrick School,
Linden, Union Catholic and Plainfield,
all at one time or another and some still
ranked in the top-20, did not prevent
this year’s Westfield High School boys
basketball team from finishing with a
winning, 13-11 record.

“I was very proud of the group that

I had this year. I thought that we did
some very good things as a team and
our hope is that we can contend next
year for a sectional title,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Daryl Palmieri said. “We
return a bulk of this year’s team and I
feel we should be primed for a very
good year. We will get back to work
in the weight room soon and begin
our off season training.”

Senior point guard Danny Mitchell
was a big play setter and contributed

73 assists (second on team), but he
also could produce some offense him-
self, sinking 140 points, which in-
cluded 22 3-pointers and a 67.9 per-
cent free throw average. Defensively,
he was third on the team with 35
steals and had 19 deflections, while
pulling 52 rebounds.

Senior guard Sean Elliott, who
scored 139 points, including 14 3-
pointers, grabbed 94 rebounds (30

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

MIRABELLA, BEIRNE QUALIFIED FOR STATES AT A.C.

Raider Wrestlers Had More
Balance, Finish Season, 15-11

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More experience in some of the
weaker weight classes made this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team a more bal-
anced squad that received the second
seed for the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament and lost a 36-34

thriller to West Morris Central in the
semifinal round to finish with a 15-11
record.

“Half way through the team started
to come around. We were juggling
around at 152-lbs and 160-lbs and we
didn’t know if Jashmar [Philippe]
was going to drop weight,” Raider
Head Coach TJ Gavor said.

The Raiders also claimed two
champions at the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT), placed second to
Cranford in the District 11 Tourna-
ment, sent seven for the Region 3
Tournament and qualified two for
the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic
City (AC).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin (UCT Tournament) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNINGEST RAIDER WRESTLER...Senior Brian Lapham, top, became the Raiders’ all-time winningest wrestler with
128 career wins against 27 losses. Lapham will wrestle for Bucknell University (Lewisburg, Pa.) in the winter.

David B. Corbin (verses Cranford) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL SCORING LEADER...Junior Parker Hess, right, edged Owen Murray by one point to become the Blue
Devils’ leading scorer this season with 208 points. Murray led in rebounds with 157 and assists with 93.

209 Central Avenue

Westfield, NJ 07090

Virginia Garcia

Sales Associate

Cell: (201) 259-8291

Office: (908) 233-5555 x219

virginia@toptownsnj.com

      @toptownsnj

Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Owned and operated by NRT LLC.

Exclusive Listing at an Extraordinary Location!

15 Rutgers Court, Westfield. Tucked away at the end of a captivating Westfield Cul de Sac, this extra spacious
split level home has easy access to park and schools yet retains an "off the beaten path" feel. With ample living
space, this home affords four large bedrooms, two and a half baths, a finished third level and a large basement
with high ceilings waiting to be finished. Other features include a wood burning fireplace with a blue stone (floor to
ceiling) surround, a two car side entry garage, a rear, three season porch and more! But best of all is the luxury
afforded by this prime location; the ability to expand and carry out improvements to your heart's content! Sitting on
a 100x145 piece of property, this home is perfectly positioned at the end of an enchanting cul de sac, just steps
away from Tamaques School and the path to Tamaques Park! The possibilities are endless and the investment
worth every penny when all these conveniences come together at 15 Rutgers Court. Call for more information.

Opening Doors in the Westfield Area
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Whatever He Did,
He Did It His Way

The mind’s eye is an amazing thing,
capable of transporting you back to
another time, another memory. My
mind’s eye recently returned me to
April 1970, during my three-day stay
in Springfield, Ill., at the YMCA Na-
tional Swimming and Diving cham-
pionships.

Steve Schmitt was up on the med-
als podium after finishing second in
the 200-yard individual medley on
the first night at nationals. This, of
course, was no major surprise. Over
his high school years Schmitt had
achieved legendary status in Westfield
and around the state as a talented
swimmer. He held five WHS school
records at graduation. And he marched
to the beat of a different drummer.

So anyhow, the Y Nationals com-
mittee thought it would be a good
idea to have young ladies from one of
the local colleges place the medals
around the neck of the top-6 finishers
and then give them a kiss on the
cheek. (Spoiler alert, if you even re-
motely know Steve Schmitt, you know
where this is going.) The girl got to
Schmitt and stretched up on her tippy-
toes as he bent down from the sec-
ond-highest perch. Then, as she went
to kiss his cheek, he grabbed her head
and planted a kiss right on her lips.
After some initial gasps, the crowd
went wild.

That was one of several flashbacks
a week ago Sunday. Don Mutz, a
former teammate of Schmitt’s at WHS
and the WY, had e-mailed looking for
confirmation to a “Steve Schmitt is
dead” rumor he’d heard. A difficult
phone call verified it.

“Steve hadn’t been well for a couple
of years,” Kay Schmitt, Steve’s 98-
year-old mother, said. “But he always
kept things to himself. He was a good
boy. He did a lot of good things for a
lot of people. And you know Steve
was a really good swimmer.”

In Schmitt’s three years at WHS
(1968-70), the team won three county
titles, two Eastern Interscholastic titles
(and one second) and three state titles.
He won six (out of six) county titles,
three Eastern titles and six state cham-
pionships, missing a seventh by .03
of a second as a sophomore. His se-
nior year he set three individual school
records and a fourth on the 400 free
relay. He was named to the all-
America team in six events that year.

A Merit Scholar, he went to
Wesleyan, where he was a Division 2
national champion in the 200 free
(twice) and 400 IM (once), before
transferring to and graduating from
Lehigh. In November 1998, Schmitt
and 1968 Olympian Dave Perkowski
(’65) were the first two swimmers
inducted into the Westfield Athletic
Hall of Fame. Typically, Schmitt’s
induction speech was short, but sweet.

“Now I know how long it takes a
high school to forget,” he said, add-
ing, “if it wasn’t for Mr. (Coach
Chuck) Gantner, I don’t know if I’d
ever have made it out of Westfield
High School.”

Gantner, who coached from 1968-
76 and is also a WAHOF member,
was a father figure to many WHS
swimmers in that chaotic late ’60s
and early ’70s period. Schmitt wore
his hair a bit long, like a rock star, and
favored the Dean/Brando look – t-

shirt and jeans. Gantner, a former
Marine, saw something in Schmitt
that made him worth a little extra
effort. But it was not easy.

“Steve was a huge Doors fan,” team-
mate Joe Wilson said. “I got the feel-
ing that he identified with Jim
Morrison, before Morrison went off
the rails. To this day whenever I hear
‘Riders on the Storm’ I think of Steve
Schmitt.” (Schmitt had a striking re-
semblance to Morrison.)

Again and again, my mind went
back to those days. And Schmitt was
often the center of the action, for

better or worse.
There was the junior year home

meet against Newark Academy, a prep
swimming power at the time. It had
snowed heavily most of the day and
was still snowing when Schmitt ar-
rived at the Y – snowboarding down
Clark Street, down the inside steps
and into the desk area. He was wear-
ing only a tee-shirt and jeans, no
shoes, no socks. Schmitt defeated
N.A. superstar Chip Harrison in the
200 free and later won the 400 free as
WHS won 50-45.

In his senior year’s season-opener
Schmitt pulled off an amazing feat.
First he broke the Columbia pool
record in the 200 free while beating
Dan Goble, who finished second at
the state championships. Then in the
next event he took down co-captain
Eric Pearl in the 200 IM. In the span
of maybe six minutes Schmitt had

beaten two record-holders on the team
that came in second at the state cham-
pionships.

One of Schmitt’s co-partners in
crime was classmate/teammate Gor-
don Clark, now a horticulturist in
Port Angeles, Wash.

“We were really close in high
school, but had lost track of each
other’s lives, and I always regretted
that,” Clark said Friday night when
told of Schmitt’s passing. “He was
one of a kind, always into something.
One time he told me he could steal a
car and get away with it. I told him he
was nuts. But he said, ‘When you
wake up tomorrow look out your win-
dow and there will be a Volkswagen.’
The next morning I woke up and
looked outside and there it was, a
stolen Volkswagen in front of my
house.”

Or the time Schmitt, Clark and
Doug Trimmer were driving around
looking for something to do. Schmitt
suggested stealing pumpkins, so they
cruised the streets of Westfield taking
pumpkins off front porches.

“I think it was Trimmer who said
we should put them on top of the
gazebo in Mindowaskin Park,” Clark
said. “So Steve got up on the roof and
we were tossing pumpkins up to him
when a police car came into the park.
They put their lights on us and the
open trunk filled with pumpkins.”

Luckily the officers had a sense of
humor and told them to get rid of the
pumpkins, and to do it outside of
Westfield. Clark and Trimmer drove
off with the police car escort.

“Steve was still up on the gazebo
roof,” Clark said. “When we got back
after dumping the pumpkins he was
gone.”

There have been many athletes over
the years whose meteoric time at WHS
was one part wild success and one
part wild times. It’s quite fair to say
that nobody ever embodied that spirit
more than Steve Schmitt. But it turns
out that swimming was just a tiny part
of what he was all about.

In death, as in life, Steve Schmitt
remained a contrarian, a boat-against-
the-current guy. “He was an origi-
nal,” classmate Joe Sullivan, now the
sports editor of the Boston Globe,
said.

While most of the world drove cars,
Schmitt became the director of the
Lehigh Valley-based Coalition for Al-
ternative Transportation. In 1986 he
sold the last car he would ever own,
then he founded an organization called
Free Yourself From Henry Ford.
Schmitt spent much of his adult life
promoting transit, bicycling, walking
and public non-motorized paths.

“He was completely committed to
changing the world in the way he felt
was for the better, and car-free living
was a big piece of it,” a CAT spokes-
person told the Allentown Morning
Call in Schmitt’s obituary.

Clark recalled a youthful incident
that provides a glimpse into what
would become the environmentally
correct side of Schmitt.

“We were driving around and some-
body in the car in front of us threw
something out the window, a gum
wrapper or something,” Clark said.
“Steve was really upset, yelling out
the window at him and giving him
holy hell for littering.”

Mutz, like Clark, had long ago lost
touch of his enigmatic former team-
mate.

“I’d known Steve since our early
age group days at the Y,” Mutz said.
“Steve was a cat-ate-the-canary kind
of guy. But he would always back it
up. The last time I saw him was his
(WAHOF) induction. He looked great
and seemed the same as always. I
don’t know much about his life – but
he was not boring.”

THIS AND THAT
Freshman Caroline Baldwin swam

leadoff on North Carolina’s 15th-
place 4x50 freestyle relay at the
NCAA women’s swimming champi-
onships last week in Greensboro, N.C.
Her time was 22.40 in prelims.

BATTLE LED RAIDERS WITH 12.6 POINTS PER GAME

Raider Lady Cagers Provided
Glimpse of Future Promise

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It took quite a while for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls’
basketball team to get untracked this
season. But when they finally did, it
became clear that they had turned the
corner. After a 3-11 start to their sched-
ule, the Raiders reeled off six straight
wins and played eventual county run-
ner up Westfield on even terms before
bowing in their first round match up.

With a couple of standout perform-
ers, a solid returning core of players
and only one senior graduating, there
is every reason to believe that the
Raiders will return to the ranks of
County contenders next season.

“I think sometimes things just sud-
denly click,” said third year head
coach Camille Mammolite. “Maybe
we were a little young. We played
seven juniors, one sophomore and a
pair of freshman a lot in our rotation.
I think when the season started, we
were playing a little bit timid.”

Indeed there was a lot of frustration
on display early in the season as the

players struggled to master the con-
cepts of ball movement, patience and
communication that Mammolite
wanted to instill. That all changed
with one game.

“I think the Summit game was a
real turning point for us,” said
Mammolite. “Once we got that one, it
seemed like we realized we could
beat a lot of these teams we had been
losing to all along.”

The Raiders knocked off Summit,
47-34, at home on January 31. It was
the start of a streak of six straight
double-digit wins, including a 40-

point blowout of Linden, a 19-point
win over Elizabeth and a 27-point
rout of Roselle.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood proved that
its turnaround was not the result of
playing weaker teams when they went
toe-to-toe with Westfield in their first
round match-up in Union County
Tournament action. The Raiders gave
Westfield all they could handle, lead-
ing most of the way before bowing
46-42 in the game’s final minutes.

A season-ending loss at New Provi-
dence left the Raiders with a 9-13
record. Despite being a far better team
by season’s end, they did not qualify
for the state playoffs.

The Raiders will lose only one
starter, Thabitha Dwunfour to gradu-
ation. Dwunfour, a 6’2” center, played
her best game of the season at
Westfield, scoring 14 points and grab-
bing 10 rebounds, while blocking
three shots.

“Thabitha will be a huge loss for
us,” said Mammolite. “She was a
leader on the floor for us. She took
Nya Downing under her wing and

helped her get accustomed to playing
at this level. She led us with her voice
and by her example.”

Downing is one of those players
who could be exciting to watch de-
velop next season. Playing as a fresh-
man, Downing averaged 7.1 ppg and
8.8 rebounds. Subbing in for
Dwunfour at the center spot and play-
ing at forward, Downing was a physi-
cal force in the paint down the stretch.

“Downing got taller and stronger
as the season moved on,” said
Mammolite. “She became hungry for
the basketball inside. She is very

physical. She already knows that with
Thabitha gone, she will be asked to
step up and play to her abilities. She
will be a force to be reckoned with.”

Along with Downing, expect
Micaiah Battle to lead the Raiders
next season. Battle showed as a jun-
ior that she can provide points from
anywhere on the floor. Battle aver-
aged 12.6 ppg and 6.5 rebounds.
Against Rahway in a home game
played on February 5, Battle poured
in a career high 31 points.

“Micaiah is a triple threat scorer,”
said Mammolite. “She can score off
the dribble. She can drop in three
pointers and she can fight for points
inside. She became much more com-
fortable at about the mid season point.
She has the green light from us to
shoot.”

The backcourt duo of Myasia Tay-
lor and Brianna O’Brien will also
return next season. A potential prob-
lem spot for the Raiders this season,
Taylor and O’ Brien proved to be a
dependable tandem as point guards
for the offense. Taylor, a junior, trans-
ferred from Piscataway and finished
the year averaging 5.9 ppg, with 2.6
rpg and 1.3 assists per contest.

Taylor’s performance was all the
more important as her steady ball
handling gave the freshman O’Brien
a chance to phase into her role with
the team. O’Brien also finished aver-
aging 5.9 ppg with 1.1 assists.

Forward Kara Foley will return for
her senior season as will guard/for-
ward Caroline Babis and 3-point gun-
ner Laura Charros (4.1 ppg, 16 3-
pointers).

“Kara brings with her a lot of knowl-
edge about the game of basketball,”
says Mammolite. “She also has a re-
ally nice short corner jump shot, which
you don’t see a lot of anymore. Babis
is one of those players that every coach
wishes they had on their team. She will
scramble, dive and go to the floor
several times each game to make a
play. She is a great hustle player.”

Despite the strong finish, one can
not help but think that Scotch Plains-
Fanwood will be flying under the
radar heading into next season. They
were playing outstanding basketball
towards season’s end and had any of
a number of early season losses gone
their way, they could well have turned
out to be a real troublemaker in the
state playoffs.

“You can’t live in the past,” said
Mammolite. “A few slipped away
from us that we would have liked to
have gotten but these experiences do
build character. You have to keep
looking forward.”

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

YOUR HOME TAKES CENTER STAGE
    Real estate professionals often suggest that sellers 
“stage” their homes to make them more appealing to 
house hunters. These whole-house makeovers involve 
repositioning or eliminating personal possessions and 
furniture, but it takes more than mere sprucing up for 
a well-staged house to create a vision of cleanliness, 
tranquility, and spaciousness. For instance, living room 
furniture can be moved away from walls and placed at 
������� �	� 
��	��� ������ �	�� ���� ������ 
��
����� �	�-
versation areas. Every room can be “decluttered” to 
create more visual space. Closets should be emptied 
by two-thirds, small appliances should be removed 
from kitchen counters, and worn draperies should be 

taken down. It takes discipline to stage a home, which is 
why professional stagers are recommended. 
    If you have a spare room or an area that is not des-
ignated for a particular use, staging it will make your 
home appear more accommodating to potential buyers. 
Whether transformed into a study nook, a storage area 
with shelving, or designated for another function, staging 
will increase the appeal of your home. Contact us today 
to arrange an initial meeting. Helping you to achieve 
your real estate goals is our #1 priority!
HINT: Sellers might want to rent storage units to store 
the accumulated possessions removed from their homes 
while they are on the market.

Presented by 
Lorena Barbosa, Broker/Owner

Talks Real EstateLORENA

David Realty Group
��������	�
�������������������������������������������

Please visit our website and Facebook for more information and listings at: 
www.davidrealtygroup.com 

&  �����������	���
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Steve Schmitt, circa 1970

CR’s Faraone Receives
Field Hockey Honors
GLASSBORO, NJ – The Rowan

University field hockey team had 11
players who were named to the 2014
Gladiator by SGI/National Field
Hockey Coaches Association
(NFHCA) Division III National Aca-
demic Squad. Forward Erica Faraone
of Cranford was among the honor-
ees.

Nominees for selection to the Na-
tional Academic Squad are based on
all Division III field hockey players
who achieved a minimum cumula-
tive GPA of 3.30 through the fall
semester for the 2014-15 academic
year.

Cranford Rec. to Hold
Field Hockey Clinic

Cranford Recreation and Parks
Department will hold a Girls Spring
Field Hockey Clinic. The clinic will
be an introduction to the game of
field hockey for girls who have an
interest in learning basic stick skills
and the game rules.

The Clinic is for girls, grades 3-8,
and is being held on Sundays, April
12 through May 17, from 6 p.m. to 7
p.m. The class is located at Memorial
TURF Field, 401 Centennial Avenue
in Cranford and the cost of the class is
$45. Players must supply their own
sticks, shin guards and mouth guards.

Registration may be done in per-
son at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, 220 Walnut Avenue or may be
done online through Community Pass.
Registration must be completed by
Thursday, April 2. Please contact
Cranford Community Center with any
questions at (908) 709-7283.

David B. Corbin (February 2015 files)) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REAL HANDS ON APPROACH...Raiders Brianna O’Brien, left, and Kara Foley, No. 24, had a real hands on approach
in a game against the New Providence Pioneers in February.

David B. Corbin (February 2015 files)) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING TO THE BASKET...Raider Caroline Babis, left, drives to the basket
in a game against the New Providence Pioneers in February.
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MURRAY, ‘DiGIO’, CAPPELLO, SCORESE GET TO A.C.

Cougar Matmen Won UCT,
District 11 Titles, Finish 16-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Giant steps up the rung of success
were made by this year’s Cranford
High School wrestling team. Instead
of finishing second or third in major
tournaments, for instance the Union
County Tournament (UCT), the Cou-
gars, not only captured the title, but
also claimed four individual champi-
ons. Additionally the Cougars won
their conference, claimed their sec-
ond straight District 11 title and quali-
fied 10 matmen for the Region 3
Tournament.

The Cougars kicked off their sea-
son by placing second and claiming
three individual champions —  Gavin
Murray, Anthony Capece, Vince
Concina — at the Tunkhannock
Kiwanis Tournament featuring 26

teams in Tunkhannock, Pa. on De-
cember 29-30. The Cougars also ad-
vanced to the finals of the Central
Jersey, Group 3 championships, drop-
ping a very narrow, 25-24, decision
to South Plainfield to finish with a 16-
4 record.

“This year the team did get over the
hump and get the tournament wins
that we worked so hard for. We have
to continue to climb the ladder of
success and stay hungry for more,”
Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman said.
“This year has been a lot of fun with
this group of wrestlers, it is always
sad to see the seniors go, but I know
they all have more to accomplish in
their roads ahead.”

Last year, the Cougars qualified
three wrestlers (Murray, Tom
DiGiovanni, Niko Cappello) for the

NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City.
This year, sophomore Chris Scorese
(126-lbs) joined the trio.

Murray, a senior and three-time
state qualifier and Region 3 cham-
pion in 2014 who placed second at
AC in the 138-lb class last year,
won his second UCT title and Out-
standing Wrestler (OW) Award, his
third District 11 title and placed
second in Region 3 at 152-lbs to
qualify for another trip to AC where
he placed fifth. He finished 39-4 to
elevate his career record to 144-18
and to become the Cougars’
winningest wrestler.

“Gavin had a great career at
Cranford, and I am proud to have
been in his corner throughout all of
it,” Coach Gorman said. “I told Gavin

Blue Devils Finish 13-11 in Competitive Season
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

offensive [O], 64 defensive [D]) and
added 41 assists, 29 steals, 18 deflec-
tions and seven blocked shots. Expe-
riencing limited time on the court,
senior Nick Buontempo came off the
bench and nailed three 3-pointers.

Junior guard Parker Hess banged
in a team-high 43 3-pointers and fin-
ished with 208 points and a 67.5
percent free throw average. He also
had 26 assists, 51 rebounds, 17 steals
and 12 deflections. Junior Owen

Murray was just one point shy of
Hess with 207 (3 3-pointers) but led
the team with 157 rebounds (54 — O,
103 — D) and in assists with 93.
Murray also had 47 steals, seven
blocks and 19 deflections.

Junior Nick Mele was indeed the
“Chief Thief” with 62 steals, while
adding nine blocks and a team-lead-
ing 33 deflections. Mele also buck-
eted 193 points (13 3-pointers) with
a 52.9 percent free throw average,
pulled 98 rebounds (30 — O, 68 —
D) and added 54 assists (third on

the team).
Junior Chris Boutsikaris banged in

17 3-pointers and finished with 108
points and a 68.2 free throw percent-
age (highest among 7 major players).
He grabbed 67 rebounds (14 — O, 53
— D) and had 18 assists, 26 steals,
eight blocks and 16 deflections.

“I expect big things from Owen
Murray next year. He led us in almost
every category this year and is draw-
ing serious interest from colleges,

including some Division 1’s. Nick
Mele and Parker Hess are very dan-
gerous players when they are click-
ing. Parker will be one of the better
shooters in Union County next year
and Mele is a very versatile and ath-
letic guard who is capable of scoring
points in bunches for us,” Coach
Palmieri said.

Sophomore Matt LaCorte became
more influential as the season pro-
gressed, especially from 3-point range
where he nailed 36 big ones and fin-
ished with 161 points. He was 63.6

percent from the line and proved to be
effective under the board with 72
rebounds (27 offensive, 45 defen-
sive). LaCorte also had 17 assists, 19
steals, 17 deflections and 12 blocks.

Junior Jelani Pierre saw more play-
ing time later in the season and fin-
ished with 49 points (nine 3-point-
ers), 18 rebounds, eight assists, seven
steals and a pair of deflections. Com-
ing off the bench, Tim Norris contrib-
uted 22 points, 14 rebounds and four

steals. Mike Figueroa had nine points,
eight rebounds and four steals. Pat
McCormack had 43 points (7 3-point-
ers), 31 rebounds and 10 assists.

“We will be looking for bigger con-
tributions from LaCorte and
Boutsikaris next year and hopefully a
couple of our big men, who did not see
much action this year, improve and
help contribute more next year. We
had a very solid JV team that I think
will help provide some bench help
next year to go along with Jelani Pierre
and others,” Coach Palmieri said.

David B. Corbin (2015 verses Roselle) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT DEFENSIVE THIEF...Junior Nick Mele, No. 23, led the Blue Devils in steals with 62 thefts. He also scored 193
points, grabbed 98 rebounds and dished out 54 assists.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLACING SEVENTH AT A.C....Cougar junior Niko Cappello, front, placed seventh in the NJSIAA Tournament at 182-
lbs at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City on March 8.

Westfield Office
581 Elm St  908-654-7777
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WESTFIELD. Beautiful turn-of-the century 6 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath
Colonial, expansive front porch, renovated and expanded with
modern kitchen, baths, master suite, laundry room, closets, windows,
and flow, yet the architectural details and high ceilings of grand homes of days past.
Master Suite features French doors to Juliet balcony, 2 WICs, dressing area, spa-like
shower retreat. Move-in perfect for entertaining, quick access to Wilson, Library,
Town, Parks, Transp. $989,000.

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Well-maintained home on large lot
in beautiful neighborhood. Updates include new
furnace, newer roof, newer windows and new

plumbing. Additional features include  EIK with new dishwasher, HWFs, brand new tile
flooring and vanity sink in main bath, newer paver walkway and large basement ready for
finishing. Main floor has open floor plan perfect for entertaining. Top location on
spacious corner lot close to schools, train and beautiful downtown Westfield. $579,000.

SPLIT LEVEL
FANWOOD. Beautiful and charming 4 BR
Colonial with one of the best locations in Fanwood.
Only .78 miles to the Fanwood train station! Features

include EIK, elegant FDR, HWFs, central air and upgraded electric.  Enjoy morning
coffee in the sunroom addition overlooking the fenced yard with patio, and evening
drinks on the covered front porch.  Located just blocks away from the downtowns of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, and close to all schools and NYC transportation. $479,000.

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Reno-Ready, Investor-perfect - Classic Westfield
Colonial estate: 3 bedrooms, 1 bath; fireplace in living room,
enclosed side porch/3 season sunroom; formal dining room. Permit
for clean oil tank removal; Gas in house, ready for new furnace (currently no heat in
house). Join the growth on Maple Street in this perfect location, 2 blocks from Wilson
Elem, near library, town, parks and recreation, transportation. An opportunity not to
be missed! $510,000.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. Charming 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Cape Cod on quiet
neighborhood street, blocks from Washington Elem School.
Beautifully maintained, this home features new stainless steel kitchen
appliances, fireplace in living room, hardwood floors throughout, full baths on 1st &
2nd floors. The second floor boasts full-ht ceilings in both large bedrooms, walk-in
attic storage. Also new: roof, elect box, storm door, invisible fence. Freshly painted
throughout, Move-in ready! $599,000.

CAPE COD

WESTFIELD. 5 Bedroom 5 Bath Colonial. Over 4000 Sq ft of
living space. Designer Kitchen w/ SS applncs & stone counter tops.
Basement is finished w/Full Bath & plenty of storage. Hardwood
Flooring thruout the home. 4th level will also be fin with carpet floor- Excellent bonus
rm. Gas Fplc in FR with a detailed mantel. MBR has 2-Walk in Closets. Spa like Bath
including Jacuzzi tub. Landscape package-entire property sodded and underground
sprinklers Bluestone walkway & patio w/Gas BBQ hook up! $1,179,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Susan
Devaney
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BASKETBALL CHAMPS...The 5th Grade Westfield Grey Boys basketball team
capped off a perfect season (16-0) in the Garden State Basketball League by
defeating Basking Ridge Red in the finals, 41-35. The team also won the Jersey
Basketball Association Boys 5 Blue regular season and finished with an overall
record of 29-3. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Kyle Trower, Joe Compton,
Al Ferrara, Dylan Rossin, Mason Laconti and Evan Hammer; middle row, Justin
Colby, Thomas Smith, Theo Shapiro, Matthew Lynch and Jake Root; back row,
Coach Tom Howland, Logan Howland and Coach Ken Shapiro. Not pictured:
Trey Constantinou and Coach Mike Constantinou.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2015 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDING

DECEMBER 31, 2015
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2015 2014

1.  Surplus $2,970,000.00 $2,727,000.00
2.  Total Miscellaneous Revenues $4,789,607.34 $4,746,207.11
3.  Receipts from Delinquent Taxes $800,000.00 $800,000.00
4.  Local Tax for Municipal Purposes $16,017,339.02 $15,997,013.99
                   Total General Revenues $24,576,946.36 $24,270,221.10

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2015 2014
1.  Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages $9,949,705.00 $9,743,505.00

Other Expenses $8,598,089.36 $8,649,168.98
2.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations $2,121,577.00 $2,036,442.12
3.  Capital Improvements $1,000.00 $1,000.00
4.  Debt Service $2,056,575.00 $1,990,105.00
5.  Reserve for Uncollected Taxes $1,850,000.00 $1,850,000.00

Total General Appropriations $24,576,946.36 $24,270,221.10
Total Number of Employees 166 160

2015 DEDICATED SEWER UTILITY BUDGET

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2015 2014

1.  Surplus $500,000.00 $500,000.00
2.  Miscellaneous Revenues $2,433,413.00 $2,463,881.00
3.  Deficit (General Budget) $0.00 $0.00

Total Revenues $2,933,413.00 $2,963,881.00

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2015 2014
1.  Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages $325,000.00 $335,000.00

Other Expenses $2,533,413.00 $2,582,881.00
2.  Capital Improvements $50,000.00 $20,000.00
3.  Debt Service $0.00 $0.00
4.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations $25,000.00 $26,000.00
5.  Surplus (General Budget) $0.00 $0.00

Total Appropriations $2,933,413.00 $2,963,881.00
Total Number of Employees 4 4

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT AS OF 12/31/2014
BONDS

Interest $1,411,524.98
Principal $11,375,000.00
Outstanding Balance $12,786,524.98

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, on March 17, 2015.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 21, 2015 at 7:00
o’clock P.M., at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2015 may
be presented by the taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Bozena Lacina, Township Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076, (908) 322-6700, during the hours of 9:00 A.M.
to 3:30 P.M.
1 T - 3/26/15, The Times Fee: $169.83

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2015 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2015

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED

2015 2014
1. Surplus 167,172.00 906,023.18
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues 11,388,017.18 10,558,836.41
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 1,400,000.00 1,420,000.00
4. Minimum Library Tax 2,449,084.00 2,449,484.00
5. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 26,652,159.69 26,153,811.24
                              Total General Revenues $42,056,432.87 $41,488,154.83

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2015 BUDGET 2014 BUDGET
1. Operating Salaries & Wages $16,272,485.00 $15,977,270.00

Other Expenses 17,387,531.87 17,399,548.65
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 3,368,232.00 3,339,654.18
3. Capital Improvements 450,000.00 230,000.00
4. Debt Service 2,323,184.00 2,341,682.00
5. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 2,255,000.00 2,200,000.00
                              Total General Appropriations $42,056,432.87 $41,488,1654.83
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 259 260

2015 DEDICATED SWIM POOL UTILITY BUDGET

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2015 2014

1. Surplus $58,745.00 $117,425.00
2. Miscellaneous Revenues 1,112,300.00 1,109,212.00
                              Total Revenues $1,171,045.00 $1,226,637.00

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2015 BUDGET 2014 BUDGET
1. Operating Salaries & Wages $466,252.00 $500,000.00

Other Expenses 281,503.00 322,397.00
2. Capital Improvements 5,000.00 5,000.00
3. Debt Service 376,790.00 357,740.00
4. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 41,500.00 41,500.00
                              Total Appropriations $1,171,045.00 $1,226,637.00
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part-time 36 36

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT 12/31/14
GENERAL SWIM POOL UTILITY

Interest $561,450.00 $91,790.00
Principal $19,598,509.00 $2,858,000.00
Outstanding Balance $20,159,959.00 $2,949,790.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield, County of Union on March 24, 2015.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 28, 2015 at 8:00
o’clock (PM) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2015 may
be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the detailed budget are available in the office of Claire Gray, Town Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, (908) 789-4033, during the hours of 9:00
(A.M.) to 4:30 (P.M.).
1 T - 3/26/15, The Leader Fee: $171.36

HOCKEY CHAMPS...The Cranford Hockey Club Squirt B team took home the
first place trophy at the Union Tournament played at the USA Hockey Arena this
past weekend. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Matteo Wilde, Zach Park,
Ethan Richardson, Luke Pitts, Michael Marshall, Alex Duncan and Sean Harris;
middle row, CJ Dencker, William Troiano, Kevin Lynch, Matthew Pettersen,
Billy Johnson and Nicky Delmour; back row, coaches Kevin Lynch, Joe Troiano,
Adam Duncan and Steve Richardson. Missing: Sean Coakley, Colin Coakley and
Jake Watson.

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

Raiders

Blue Devils

Cougars

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

Late March 2012: Changing from
one head coach to another came
smoothly for this year’s Cranford
Cougar wrestling team. And the re-
sult was a 15-8 record with a very
competitive schedule that included
Westfield (20-6), Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (21-3), Linden (District 11
champions), Governor Livingston
(22-3) and perennial powers David
Brearley (Union County Champions)
and Roselle Park.

One who made huge contributions
for four years was senior JP
Christiano, who finished this season
with a 29-5 record at 170-lbs to bring
his career wins total to 111. Fresh-
man Gavin Murray showed up on the
radar screen immediately when he
won the Garden State Holliday Tour-
nament at 120-lbs in December. He
also placed third in the UCT and
second in the district to finish 29-8.

Mid-March 2011: Giant steps for-
ward revealed a shining light at the
end of a long tunnel of hard but fo-
cused work by this year’s Blue Devils
wrestling team. And that hard work
resulted in a 16-7 record, that tied the
all-time WHS record for wins, and
the first New Jersey state champion
that WHS has had in 35 years.

Out of nearly 322 competitors in
his weight class, senior Christian
Barber was the only one who finished
his season, let alone his high school
career, with a victory by winning the
NJSIAA 152-lb championship in At-
lantic City. Barber finished his glori-
ous career with a 112-24 record (sec-

ond all-time WHS in wins), three
District 11 titles, a Union County
Tournament title and a state champi-
onship.

Late March 2011: Contagiousness
continues with the Cranford Cougar
girls track & field team that has al-
ready produced several girls with All-
American status. The Lady Cougars,
who already have several “iron
women” on their squad, seem to have
added some more “heavy metal” to
the team. Senior Natalie Englese, who
has committed to Georgetown Uni-
versity, would be the first Lady Cou-
gar coming to mind. Englese gained
All-American status at the Nike In-

door Nationals in Boston, Mass. in
mid-March of 2010 when she crossed
third in the 400 meters with a time of
55.95, an all-time personal record
(PR) for her and a Union County
record.

Juniors Rebecca Shimonov and
Megan Schetelich, along with sopho-
more Bryanna Grant also gained All-
American status by placing sixth in
the shuttle hurdles at the New Bal-
ance National track & field meet in
Greensboro, N.C. on June 18 and
19, 2010.

Mid-March 2010: Senior team
captains Joey D’Annunzio (leftfield),
Mike Ridge (shortstop) and Gary
Binkiewicz (pitcher/second base) will
provide very good leadership for this
year’s Raider baseball team that won
the UCT championship and dropped
a 6-3 decision to JFK Iselin in the
sectional finals to finish 22-5.

Mid-March 2010: Raider matman,
senior Tristan Bundy, a four-year var-
sity letterman, won the Union County
Tournament (UCT) 125-lb title,
claimed his second District 11 title
and placed second in Region 3 to
qualify for the NJSIAA Tournament
in Atlantic City. On February 13,

against Christian Brothers Academy,
Bundy earned his 100th-career vic-
tory with a 7-5 decision over Mike
Matlaga. He finished the season with
a 34-3 record, upping his career record
to 105-35.

Mid March 2009: Two of three
goals were accomplished by this
year’s Blue Devil girls basketball team
that finished with a 15-10 record. The
accomplishments came by way of a
Watchung Conference (WC) National
Division title and a very competitive
game with North Hunterdon in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament. Senior point guard/captain
Tara Handza, a four-year starter, sank
340 points this season to bring her
career total to 873. Junior Diana
Venezia scored 245 points and led the
team with 174 rebounds and 22
blocked shots.

Late March 2008: With only three
returning letter winners and one se-
nior on the team, the Blue Devil boys
basketball team had to take their lumps
in an extremely competitive Watchung
Conference and finished 7-18. Junior
forward Tony DiIorio led the team in
scoring with 273 points. Junior guard
Chris Sheehan dished out a team-
leading 87 assists, filled his closet
full of basketballs with a team-lead-
ing 42 steals and pulled down 101
rebounds.

Late March 2008: The Raider
wrestling team added some more
glory to its list of credits. After plac-
ing third in the Union County Tour-
nament, the Raiders captured their
second straight District 11 crown and
fifth in seven years in addition to
claiming six individual champions
and advancing 10 to the Region 3
tournament. Senior captains Trevor
Cannon and Joe Blaes made a double
killing. Both won their respective
classes in the UCT and both won their
second straight district individual
titles. Cannon, competing at 152-lbs,
placed second in the Region 3 tourna-
ment to qualify for the states in Atlan-
tic City and finished 31-6. Blaes won
the Outstanding Wrestler Award at

David B. Corbin (February 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING THE BLUE DEVILS IN SCORING…Junior forward Tony DiIorio, No. 33, led the team in scoring with 273
points (10.9 average per game). He also led in rebounds with 112 and was second in steals with 31 (2008).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

David B. Corbin (March 2008) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TOWARD THE BASKET…Raider Bryan Dougher, No. 21, drives
toward the basket in the Group 3 semifinal game against Wayne Valley on March
9, 2008. Dougher banged in five 3-pointers and a 2-pointer in the second quarter
and finished with 33 points.

Memory Lane Cont.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BREAKING OUT OF WINTER “CABIN FEVER”...The Cranford Cougars girls lacrosse team mixes it up with the
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers in a scrimmage game at Memorial Field in Cranford on March 23.
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2014 REAL Trends Best Agents in America  |  New Homes Specialist NJ Builders Association
President’s Premier 2013  |  President’s Elite 2012 
President’s Circle 2009-2011  |  Million Dollar Club 2012 

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
209 Central Avenue, Westfi eld, NJ 07090  |  Offi  ce: 908-233-5555 x219 
Cell: 201-259-8291  |  Fax: 862-345-2831  |  Email: Virginia@TopTownsNJ.com

TopTownsNJ.com
If you are in the market for New Construction in Westfi eld, don’t hesitate! The benefi ts are many and the timing is everything! 

Strong resale investment, quality of life, less maintenance, energy effi  ciency, and home warranties to name a few. 
As a New Construction specialist, I have the experience to put you in the best possible place and provide you with a variety of  intelligent options. 

Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.Owned and operated by NRT LLC.

229 Virginia St.
LP: $969,000

4 bds/3½ bths  2,535 SQFT

719 Austin St.
LP: $1,169,000

5 bds/4½ bths  3,092 SQFT

30 Tamaques Way
LP: $1,269,000

5 bds/5½ bths  3,421 SQFT

625 Carleton Rd.
LP: $1,399,000

5 bds/5½ bths 3,566 SQFT

631 Carleton Rd.
LP: $1,399,000

5 bds/5 bths  3,600 SQFT

1723 Boynton Ave.
LP: $1,049,000

4 bds/3½ bths  2,841 SQFT

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

1578 Brookside Rd.
LP: $999,000

5 bds/5 bths  3,600 SQFT

316 St. Georges Pl.
LP: $1,179,000  SP: $1,179,000

SOLD date: 2/18/15

56 Tamaques Way
LP: $1,269,000  SP: $1,291,050

SOLD date: 2/27/2015

1000 Seward Ave.
LP: $1,249,000  SP: $1,300,000

SOLD date: 1/15/15

SOLD
UNDER 

CONTRACT

Whether you need a home nearing completion or are exploring the option of having a home tailor-made, if a New Home is on the horizon for you, I can present you with a variety of exciting options!

SOLD
SOLD

Cougar Matmen Won UCT, Districts, Finish 16-4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

the other day that this program is tak-
ing off and he is one of the pioneers, no
one can deny that. He not only was
successful on the mat, but he has de-
veloped into a great young man, and
managed to wrestle himself to a schol-
arship at Purdue University.”

Cappello, a junior, took top honors
in the UCT at 182-lbs in addition to
grabbing his third district title and
went on to win the Region 3 title and
place seventh at AC, finishing with a
35-6 record.

“Niko had a great year, and he
bounced right back at AC to wrestle
all the way back to a place. That
shows a lot of character and determi-
nation. Niko will be looked up to next
year in the room and I am looking
forward to the off-season with him,”
Coach Gorman said.

DiGiovanni, a sophomore compet-
ing at 120-lbs, won his second UCT
and District 11 titles and placed third
in Region 3 to take a second trip to AC
where he won his first bout and fin-
ished with a 32-10 record. Scorese
won his second district title and first
UCT title with the OW Award and
placed second in the region to make
the trip to AC where he won a bout
and finished with a 34-7 record.

“Two Sophomores also wrestled in
AC and that says a lot about this pro-
gram, and how it is growing and will
be doing so for years to come. Chris
Scorese now has a win under his belt at
the state level and that should give him
a big boost of confidence, Tom
DiGiovanni now has qualified twice
in two years for AC, and although he
hasn’t placed, I think he has two years
on the podium coming his way if he
continues to put in the time that he
does,” Coach Gorman said.

Capece, a sophomore, placed sec-
ond in the UCT and first in the district
at 106-lbs and finished 23-11.
Concina, a sophomore, took third in
the UCT and first in the district at
132-lbs and finished 27-9. Junior

Dave Busch placed third in the UCT
and second in the district at 138-lbs to
finish with a 23-11 record.

Sophomore Brian McGovern
placed second in the UCT and second
in the district at 145-lbs and finished
with a 27-12 record. Junior Andrew
Tompkins placed second in the UCT
and second in the district at 160-lbs
and finished 25-11. Freshman Dylan
Budnik gained a lot of experience
competing at 170-lbs and finished
with a strong effort in the district.

Senior Nick Ballas placed fifth in the
UCT at 195-lbs and finished 22-14.
Sophomore Alex Esposito finished
7-18 at 220-lbs and junior Kevin
Doran placed third in the district at
285-lbs and finished 10-15.

The Cougars are expecting to have
a fine influx of freshmen added to
their lineup next year, so Coach
Gorman said, “Sectional title will be
in our sights as will be repeating as
county, conference and district
champs. I think we can climb the
rankings in the region and I am driv-
ing this team to be a top-20 in the
state. I am going to again beef up the
schedule, it has proven to get my
guys battle tested and ready for the
run in the post season.”

Raider Matmen Had More Balance, Finish 15-11
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

The Raiders had four strong se-
niors in the lineup, two who finished
their varsity career with more then
100 wins. Brian Lapham, who was
the UCT champ at 145-lbs this sea-
son and third at Goles at 152-lbs,
became the all-time winningest wres-
tler in Raider history when he pinned
Jatece Wright of Linden in the Dis-
trict 11 semifinals. Lapham, who will
wrestle for Bucknell University
(Lewisburg, Pa.) next year, went on
to win the title and also added two
more victories in the region tourna-
ment to finish 32-4 and with 128
career wins against 27 losses.

Lapham’s dual meet record was an
astounding 90-7 and he was never
pinned in any of his bouts.

“When you look at it from a team
standpoint, you don’t get a better per-
formance. He was our alternate team
leader, alternate team captain and a
team player. He gets it done. He might
be the only kid I ever coached who
never gave up a fall,” Coach Gavor said.

JT Beirne placed second at Goles,
second in the UCT, first in the district,
receiving the Outstanding Wrestler
Award, and second in the region at
138-lbs to qualify for AC. He fin-
ished with a 29-7 record this year and
had a 107-38 career record.

“It’s nice to have two on the team
with 100 wins. I think our coaching
staff and I were the only ones who
thought he was going to be a ball of

fire. In terms of progression, I don’t
think I ever saw a better progression
in four years. In terms of neutral
position, I don’t think I had a better
wrestler,” Coach Gavor said. “JT is a
coaches’ dream. The better they are,
the more he wants to bump up to
wrestle them.”

Senior Alex Mirabella, who wrestled
at 170-lbs last year, won his second
district title, this time at 195-lbs. He
also won the John Goles Invitational
title, the UCT title at that weight, placed
third in Region 3 and won a bout in the
NJSIAA Tournament at AC to finish
with a 34-6 record.

“That was the game plan. We gave
Alex the option at 195. ‘You want
195 or 220, you can have it.’ We
bumped him up plenty. He had 10
wins at 220 where he didn’t lose a
match and he had 16 pins,” Coach
Gavor pointed out.

Senior Tom Cunningham, a four-
year varsity wrestler, finished 14-19
this year at 132-lbs. Philippe, a jun-
ior, pulled off a shocker in the district
tournament when he upset Blue Devil
John Fuller in the 126-lb semis and
went on to place second. Philippe,
who also placed third at Goles, fin-
ished with a 19-17 record.

Junior Jaylen Bryant placed second
in the district at 182-lbs and finished
with a 16-17 record. Seniors Karl Wil-
liams and JT Webb competed at 220-
lbs and 285-lb, respectively. Frank

DiNizo, Jeff Lieblich, Brian Robinson,
Guilliame Hardin and Chris McMahon
also recorded several bouts in their
respective weight classes.

Freshmen Jacob Perone and Justin
Sidebottom competed at 106-lbs. Jun-
ior Nadim Korkmaz (113-lbs) placed
third in the district and finished with
a 15-20 record. Juniors Julio Devia,
George Ramos and Brandon
Miguelino competed at 160-lbs and
170-lbs.

Two freshmen, Jack Cannon, whose
brothers Trevor and Sean had great
careers at SPF, and Sam Wustefeld,
had good seasons and present a prom-
ising future. Cannon, who placed
fourth in the UCT at 120-lbs, went on
to place second in the district and to
finish with a 19-14 record.

“The last name says it all,” Coach
Gavor said. “The Cannon boys have
been dominant over the years. He
really came into his own after he
settled to his weight class. Any fresh-
man with a winning record is tough.
He’s one of those kids who wants to
face tougher kids.”

Wustefeld had a promising begin-
ning at 152-lbs but severely injured
his knee in a match with Rahway late
in the season.

“We will be rebuilding next year.
We had some good freshmen and are
definitely going to try to get some into
the lineup. We have a few strong fresh-
men coming in,” Coach Gavor said.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin (2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNINGEST COUGAR WRESTLER...Senior Gavin Murray, top, became the Cougars’ all-time winningest wrestler
with 144 career wins against 18 losses. Murray will wrestle for Purdue University in the winter.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALWAYS CREATIVE...Raider senior JT Beirne, front, always came up with some very creative moves this season and
finished with a 29-7 record. In his four-year varsity career, Beirne amassed a 107-38 record.

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at
Ballyhoo Sports
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 17th day of
March 2015.

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-1

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE
“FIVE YEAR TAX EXEMPTION
AND ABATEMENT LAW”
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A.
40A:21-1, ET. SEQ.

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-2

AN ORDINANCE ABOLISH-
ING THE RECREATION COM-
MISSION OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS AND
ESTABLISHING A DEPART-
MENT OF RECREATION FOR
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-3

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION 2-20 (FIRE DE-
PARTMENT, ESTABLISH-
MENT AND REGULATIONS)
IN CHAPTER II (ADMINISTRA-
TION) OF THE REVISED GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO PROVIDE FOR
THE APPOINTMENT OF A
DEPUTY CHIEF AND TO
AMEND THE PROVISIONS
PERTAINING TO SMOKE-
SENSITIVE ALARM DEVICES.

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-4

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION 17-4 (UNIFORM
FIRE CODE ENFORCEMENT)
IN CHAPTER XVII (FIRE PRE-
VENTION) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO PROVIDE FOR
THE REVISION OF THE FEE
FOR A CERTIFICATE OF FIRE
INSPECTION AND TO REVISE
CERTAIN PERMIT FEES.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/26/15, The Times Fee: $51.00

CLASSIFIEDS

  

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

PAINTING

MARINO’S PAINTING
“The Neatest Painter Around”

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Expert preparation & clean-up

• Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
 • Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing

• Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating
• We Clean Windows & Gutters • Hepa Vacuum Sanding

Lic. # 13VH01137900

908-688-0481

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

● Powerwashing, Deck Staining & Repairs 
● Interior/Exterior Painting 

● Small Repairs, Installation of Doors  
   & Windows  Maintenance, LLC 

REMODELING CONTRACTOR     Lic. # 13VH07599200 

BATHROOMS  •  KITCHENS  •  SMALL REPAIRS 

908-789-2324 
908-917-6946 

● Installation and Refinishing of  
   Hardwood Floors 

Fully Insured  
References Available  WWW.js2remodel.com 

Goods & Services You Need

CHAMPIONS...Local Residents Liam Hiltwein, Ben Colucci and Kyle Azzaretto
of Westfield, and Vincent Cucci of Scotch Plains, along with the entire NJ Devils
PeeWee B White team, earned the title of District Champion in the AAHA
Atlantic District Championships on March 14. The Pee Wee B White team
finished with a 22-1-1 regular season record, clinched first in the NJYHL Eastern
Division and went on to win the championship, besting 40 teams across all the
divisions, and qualifying them for the Atlantic District Championships. The NJ
Devils edged the Woodbridge Wolf Pack, 4-3, in overtime for the title.

CYO REGULAR SEASON CHAMPIONS...St. Helen’s 5th grade girls basket-
ball team completed another successful season. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row; Mary Wieszczek, Gillian Strout, Sam Smith, Kim DiFilippo, Zhana Velkov
and Riley Melvin; second row, Arden Meyer, Teagan Kocaj, Isabelle Gauthier,
Emma Coyle, Kate Johnson, Katey Peretz and Meghan O’Connor; back row,
Coaches Mike Peretz and John Coyle. Missing from picture: Katie Miles.

LEAGUE CHAMPS...Westfield 4th grade boys A team went undefeated (14-0) in
the Jersey Basketball Association League and won the league’s championship on
March 15 against Cranford in a nail biter that included a comeback from an eight
point deficit with two minutes left in regulation and capped by an incredible three
pointer by Peter Meixner that tied up the game. Westfield won by one point in
overtime with an unbelievable steal of an inbounds pass and perfect shot by Theo
Sica at the buzzer. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Henry Bloom, Anthony
Buoscio, Dylan Wragg, Theo Sica, Ryan Waldman and Coby Linsky; back row,
Coach Bill Bloom, Drew Damesek, Cameron Piggee, Noah Fischer, TJ Halloran,
Michael Siroty, Peter Meixner and Coach Don Meixner.

IN-TOWN CHAMPS...The Lakers won In-Town 8th Grade Boys Basketball
championship on March 14. Pictured, left to right, are: Head Coach Corey
Singman, Jacob Singman, Tim McGann, Jack Gerris, Emmett Smith, Tucker
Siegel, John Ossman, Kevin Vicuna, Thomas DeRosa, John Kwok and Assistant
Coach Shawn Smith.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public
hearing was held on February 9, 2015 for
a request made by New Cingular Wireless
PCS, LLC (AT&T) (“Applicant”) for a twelve
(12) month extension of its prior approval
which was granted on October 10, 2012 by
the Township of Scotch Plains Planning
Board for the construction of a temporary
122 foot monopole with AT&T antennas at
100 feet on the pole. Related equipment
cabinets and federally mandated GPS
antennas were placed at the base of the
pole. The property which was the subject
of this application is located at 1371 Terrill
Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey which
was located in the R-1 Zoning District and
is designated on the Tax Maps as Block
12001 Lot(s) 4, 5, 6, and 7. Said request
was approved by the Township of Scotch
Plains Planning Board on February 9, 2015
and was memorialized by Resolution
adopted on March 9, 2015. The decision is
on file in the Office of the Planning Board,
located at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey and is available for inspection
during regular business hours.

This notice is given pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-10(i).

PinilisHalpern LLP
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 3/26/15, The Times Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public
hearing was held on February 9, 2015 for
a request made by New Cingular Wireless
PCS, LLC (AT&T) (“Applicant”) for a twelve
(12) month extension of its prior approval
which was granted on October 10, 2012 by
the Township of Scotch Plains Planning
Board for the construction of a temporary
140 foot monopole with AT&T antennas at
120 feet and 130 feet on the pole. Related
equipment cabinets and federally man-
dated GPS antennas were placed at the
base of the pole. The property which was
the subject of this application is located at
1610 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey which is located in the R-1 Zoning
District and is designated on the Tax Maps
as Block 14001 Lot 1. Said request was
approved by the Township of Scotch Plains
Planning Board on February 9, 2015 and
was memorialized by Resolution adopted
on March 9, 2015. The decision is on file in
the Office of the Planning Board, located at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey and is available for inspection dur-
ing regular business hours.

This notice is given pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-10(i).

PinilisHalpern LLP
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 3/26/15, The Times Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACTS
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Serpico Architect,
1201 Boynton Avenue, Westfield, New
Jersey  07090

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
develop and prepare design plans and
contract specification for the construction
of a garage/storage structure for the De-
partment of Public Works

DURATION: March 10, 2015 through
December 31, 2015

AMOUNT: not to exceed $25,000 with
this expenditure charged to Special Ordi-
nance 2196

RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT FOR
SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF
THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 3/26/15, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 18th day of
March, 2015, the Planning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

1. Applicant #PBA-14-00001: Approved
with conditions the application of P S E &
G, Applicant, for amended site plan ap-
proval for switching station upgrades with
less than the minimum allowable side yard
setback on Block 540, Lot 1 as designated
on the Township Tax Map, also known as
700 South Avenue East in the C-2 Zone.

Kathleen Murray
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/26/15, The Leader Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 15-03-55

CONTRACTOR: T & M Associates,
Eleven Tindall Road, Middletown, New
Jersey 07748

NATURE OF SERVICE: Environmental
consulting services to address groundwa-
ter impacts identified at the Public Works
facility

DURATION: Period ending  December
31, 2015

AMOUNT: Not to exceed  $9,850
A copy of this resolution and contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the Mu-
nicipal Clerk’s office.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/26/15, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, April 6, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the Town
of Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Planning Board of
the Town of Westfield for minor subdivi-
sion and variance approvals (Section
11.08E3: lot frontage – 60 feet required,
41.72 feet proposed Lot 12.01.02) and for
such other variances, relief and/or waivers
that may be required upon an analysis of
the plans and testimony at the PUBLIC
HEARING on the Application submitted by
the Applicant/Owner, Michael Mahoney,
LLC, for the property located at 227 Eliza-
beth Avenue, Block 4803, Lot 12.01 on the
Tax Map of the Town of Westfield. The
property is located in the RS-8 Zone and
the Applicant is proposing to demolish the
existing home and driveways, subdivide
the property into two new lots and con-
struct a new single-family home on each
lot.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal busi-
ness hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 3/26/15, The Leader Fee: $34.68

HELP WANTED

Shackamaxon Country Club is
looking for part time servers and
seasonal grounds labor
employees. Please apply in
person. Pay rate varies with
experience. Shackamaxon is
located at 1607 Shackamaxon
Drive, Scotch Plains or submit
resume to HR@forsgatecc.com.
Please indicate the position you
are interested in when emailing.

CARE GIVER AVAILABLE

Care giver seeks position to
care for sick or elderly.
24 hr/7days. 15 years experience.
Good References. Lela Zaridne

(848) 373-4755

PART TIME CUSTODIAN

First Baptist Church of Westfield,
170 Elm St., is seeking a part-time
custodian for 16 hrs. a week; $14/hr.
Responsibilities include cleaning
of office, sanctuary, bathrooms,
floors, windows and carpets, in
addition to various weekly chair
and table set ups and breakdowns
for events, group meetings, etc.
Applicant will receive detailed job
description at interview (with
Pastor Mayra) and will train with
current custodian prior to start.

Interested applicants can
contact Nancy:

firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net
or call (908) 233-2278.

GOLF CLUB POSITIONS OPEN

Prestigious private golf club
located in Springfield, NJ is hiring
for full and part time Servers,
Bussers, and Food Runners.
Great work environment, partial
uniforms, meals, and benefits
are included. Great opportunity
for students and those looking
for supplemental income.
Please send your resume to
golffoodie44@gmail.com. EOE

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

FIREWOOD

Split & seasoned hardwood. Stock
is 90% oak, seasoned for
minimum 7 mos. Full Cord $180,
Half $110. Free local delivery.

Heron's Tree Service
Call Jim (908) 757-3318

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

MID-CENT MOD

Sculptural coffee table, end table,
Adrian Pearsall or Vladimir Kagan,
$800. Set of 3 Majestic Boomerang
lamps, two table lamps and one
floor lamp, six matching shades,
$1,600. Buffet, $400. Heywood
Wakefield couch, chair, $1,000.

(917) 301-3116

- ANTIQUES FOR SALE -

HISTORIC CLARK ESTATE,
WESTFIELD:  Victorian Carved
Mahogany Upholstered Rocker
With Button Back And Arms,
Owned By Addison S. Clark
(b.1825), $795.  Young Bros., NY
Beaver Top Hat With Initials A.H.C.
In Original Case, Owned by
Addison H. Clark (b.1869), $395.
Both Notable Descendants of
Abraham Clark (b.1726), Signer
of Declaration of Independance.

(908) 654-6091

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 17th of March
2015, and that said Ordinance will be con-
sidered for final adoption at a meeting of
the said Township Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on
the 21sth day of April 2015 at 7:00 p.m., at
which time and place a public hearing will
be held prior to final passage of said Ordi-
nance and all interested persons will be
given an opportunity to be heard concern-
ing the same. Copies of said Ordinance
can be obtained from the Township Clerk’s
Office at any time prior to final adoption at
no cost to any member of the general
public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-5

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED
THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET
COST OF LIVING ALLOW-
ANCE AND TO ESTABLISH A
CAP BANK FOR CALENDAR
YEAR 2015 WHEN THE COLA
IS EQUAL TO OR LESS THAN
2.50 PERCENT (N.J.S.A.
40A:4-45.14)

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/26/15, The Times Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
March 24, 2015.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2038

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13
(REMOVAL OF HANDI-
CAPPED PARKING SPACE)

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2039

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 15
(ALARM FEES)

1 T - 3/26/15, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-037312-14
FILE NO. 18989-14

NOTICE TO REDEEM

US BANK AS CUST FOR
TOWER DBW II; PLAINTIFF
VS. DEL INTERNATIONAL
ENTERPRISES, INC.; FIRST
STATE BANK N/K/A
NORTHFIELD BANK;
ARNOLD’S PEST CONTROL
INC.; ROXVILLE ASSOCI-
ATES; MILLBURN MEDICAL
REALTY LLC; DEBORAH
FOWLER; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: DEBORAH FOWLER;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order

made on March 20, 2015, the Superior
Court Fixed May 4, 2015 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 19 BLOCK 231 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 12-0859 is
$139,586.86, together with interest from
February 28, 2015 and costs of $1,238.34.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/26/15, The Leader Fee: $51.51

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats.
Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
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Raiders

Blue Devils

Cougars

the districts and finished with a 30-10
record.

Late March 2007: Blue Devil jun-
ior Alexi Kuska was named UC Swim-
mer of the Year and freshman team-
mate Suzanne Lemberg was named
Newcomer of the Year. Westfield,
winners of the Public A meet, fin-
ished ranked No. 2 and the Raiders
finished ranked No. 9. Lemberg and
Kuska made the All-State Third Team
in the 50-free and 200-free, respec-
tively. Lemberg made the All-Public
First Team in the 100-free and Kuska
was named to the Second Team in the
100-free.

Mid March 2007: According to
Head Coach Mike Tirone, “This in-
deed was the best year ever for
Westfield High School bowling.” The
Blue Devils were National Division

and Watchung Conference Champi-
ons with a record of 17-1. The record
included a WC record of 110 points.
The team won 14 of the 17 matches
by a 7-0 score, the most shutouts in
team history. By season’s end, the
Blue Devils’ record swelled to 26-1

Mid March 2006: Bryan Dougher
and Greg Bayard mobilized the of-
fense, Sean Young, Rob Lewis and
Darnell Dortch controlled traffic un-
der the glass as a tenacious and highly
energized Raider boys’ basketball
team finished the season with a re-
spectable, 16-11, record.

March 2005: The graduation of
four super athletes marked the end of
an era for the Raider girls basketball
team. When Hillary Klimowicz, Jenny
Burke, Maura Gillooly and Elizabeth
DeCataldo first stepped onto the court

to play their first varsity game in
December of 2001, perhaps, they
never could have guessed the impact
they would have had. Klimowicz be-
came the all-time SPF scoring leader,
male or female, with 1,948 career
points. Gillooly finished with a ca-
reer total of 1,078 points.

March 2004: Blue Devil senior,
Ryan Bartholomew, has been named
Union County (UC) Swimmer of the
Year in boys swimming by The Star-
Ledger. He has won four-straight UC
titles in the 50-yard freestyle during
his career. The Blue Devils, who won
their 20th state title to set a Public
School record, were named UC Team
of the Year.

March 2004: Blue Devil senior
Lee Tomasso went on to place in the
top-12 at the NJSIAA wrestling
championship in Atlantic City, el-
evating his season’s record to 28-8
and his career wins to 88.

March 2003: Blue Devil senior
Matt Rothstein has been selected First
Team All-State in bowling and has
also been named New Jersey Bowler
of the Year. Rothstein and senior Willy
Masket also made the North Jersey,
Section 2 First Team and junior An-
drew Royston made the Second Team.
Rothstein bowled them over at the
NJSIAA championships on Febru-
ary 14 at the Brunswick Zone Carolier
Lanes, averaging 250 pins per game
in the six-game qualifying round to
gain the top seed. He then topped it
off by defeating Rob Paul of Lenape
Valley, 201-158, in the top rung of
the stepladder finals.

March 2002: The Westfield boys
basketball team finished with an
above average record of 16-9, their
best record since 1977, and finished
fourth in the difficult Watchung Con-
ference. Co-captain Dan DeSerio
scored a whooping 570 points during
the season, averaging 23.7 points per
game, and grabbed 285 rebounds.
Senior Jay Cook scored 307 points.

March 2001: Raider senior
Derrion Aberdeen and junior Bob
Wallden were selected to the Courier
News All-Area First Team in boys
winter track. Raider senior Mike
Dixon made the Second Team. Blue
Devil senior Alexis Anzelone – 3,200

–was selected to the Second Team
for girls track. Wallden qualified for
the Meet of Champions in the 3,200
by finishing third in Group 3 and also
breezed to first at the Union County
tournament. Aberdeen cleared 6’2”
in the high jump to place second in
the UCT. Dixon won the 800 at the
UCT.

March 2000: Five Blue Devil ath-
letes and a relay team and three Raider
athletes have been named to The Star-
Ledger All-Union County Girls In-
door Track and Field Team. The Blue
Devils edged the Raiders for top hon-
ors as Team of the Year. Blue Devils
Maura McMahon and Alexis
Anzelone were named to the first team
for in the 3,200 and 1,600-meters,
respectively. Heather Dennis made
the second team in the 400-meters
and Kyle Legones and Rachel
Ackerman made the third team in the
1,600 and 3,200-meters, respectively.
Named to the third team, was the Blue

Devil 4x400 relay foursome. Raiders
Erin Kelly in the 800-meters and Chris-
tina Hillman in the shot put were named
to the second team and Jill Koscielecki
in the 400-meters made the third team.
Raider Head Coach Bill Klimas was
named Coach of the Year.

March 12, 1999: Raiders Jim
Feeley and Tony Melendez and Blue
Devil Onur Tezucar earned the trip to
Atlantic City for the NJSIAA state
wrestling tournament but were elimi-
nated in the wrestlebacks. Tezucar at
154 and Melendez at 132 were
stopped in the first round wrestlebacks

and Feeley at heavyweight fell in the
second round.

March 1998: Situations have
changed drastically in the past two
years for the Raider boys basketball
team. Just two years ago, in the 1995-
96 season, the Raiders finished 3-17.
Last year the Raiders improved to 8-
12, but this season, the Raiders
doubled their wins and zoomed to a
16-7 record. Senior Dave Gewirtz
led the Raiders in scoring, averaging
14 points per game. Gewirtz also
averaged five rebounds and two as-
sists per game.

David B. Corbin (March 2007) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MASTER IN ASSISTS AND THEFTS…Blue Devil junior Gab O’Leary made 80
steals this season (2007) to up her total to 154. O’Leary, once again, led in assists
with 94 to bring her three-year total to 267.

David B. Corbin (March 2005) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REMAINING ON TOP…Raider Steve Mineo, top, works on Daryl Cocozzo of
River Dell in the 135-lb third round wrestlebacks at the NJSIAA Tournament at
Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City (March 2005). Mineo placed seventh and
heavyweight Marc Fabiano placed eighth.

David B. Corbin (March 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR THE 152-LB CROWN…Westfield Blue Devil Christian Barber, right, and Brearley’s Devin Geoghegan
met for the fifth time this season in the NJSIAA 152-lb title bout in Atlantic City on March 6, 2011. Barber defeated
Geoghegan, 3-2, in overtime to claim the crown.

David B. Corbin (February 3 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINALLY FINDING SUCCESS INSIDE…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, with
assists from teammate Morgan Miller, found success getting to the basket in the
fourth quarter against the ALJ Crusaders in Clark on January 28, 2011.

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate

Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com

Cranford. Enjoy downtown living in a handsome Villane built townhome tucked away at the end
of a private drive just steps from great restaurants, coffee shops, movie theater, shopping and NYC
train and bus. This professionally decorated, upscale North Gate 3 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath townhome
boasts $100,000 in quality upgrades including finished basement with second gas fireplace and
many custom finishes. Call today for your private tour of this special home. Offered at $829,900.

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Direct Dial: 908-301-2014
www.suechecchio.com

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Cranford $724,000
Pristine 5BR/3BA Col has been beautifully
renovated to suit today’s lifestyle! Spacious
open flr plan, stunning kit, no flood zone!

Agent: Wende Gates MLS: 3197747

Scotch Plains $695,000
Comfortable & spacious Col has been well
maintained w/many updts since 2008! Refin
HW flrs, Sylvan Gunite pool, & more!

Agent: Patricia Connolly MLS: 3203937

Garwood $499,000
Charming stone front Col w/spacious entry
foyer. LR w/WB fpl & built-in shelves, FDR,
updated baths, freshly painted interior!

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3205572

Westfield $1,129,000
Impeccable New Construction Custom Col built
by Buontempo Homes. Quality workmanship
& attention to detail throughout!

Agent: Gina Pugliese MLS: 3186425

Westfield $780,000
Charm abounds in this picture perfect 4 BR,
3 Bath New England Colonial Cape in
Wychwood. Warm & inviting!

Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 3204995

Westfield $1,295,000
Gorgeous 9 year young Cust. Col. w/5BR &
5BA. w/every amenity! Fab. fin. bsmnt. w/
movie theatre, full BA, rec. & exercise rms.

Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 3203773
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Thurs-
day, April 9, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the Council
Chambers, first floor, Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, a Public Hearing will be held by the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains for bifurcated Use
Variance, Conditional Use Variance and
Bulk Variance Approvals (Section 23-3.6a:
Wawa convenience store with fuel station
not permitted in R-2 Zone; Section 23-
5.2e: motor vehicle service station use
conditionally permitted in B-3 Zone, all
required conditions not satisfied; Section
23-3.4a: lot coverage – 30% maximum in
B-3 Zone, 66.6% proposed, 40% maxi-
mum in R-2 Zone, 74.5% proposed; Sec-
tion 23-3.14d2: landscaped buffer – 10
feet required, 0-25 feet proposed; Section
23-7.12a: freestanding sign area – 40
square feet maximum, 50 square feet pro-
posed; Section 23-7.12b: wall signs/loca-
tion – 2 signs permitted/front facade, 4
signs proposed (2 building, 2 canopy)/side
façade; Section 23-5.2(2)b: lot within 100
feet of intersection of two streets; Section
23-5.2(3)a: setback of pumps/equipment
– 25 feet required, less than 25 feet pro-
vided; Section 23-5.2(3)b: lot coverage –
20% maximum, coverage in excess of
20% proposed; Section 23-5.2(5)c: num-
ber of driveways – 2 maximum, 3 drive-
ways proposed; Section 23-5.2(5)c: drive-
way width – 25 feet maximum, 30 feet
proposed) and such other variances, relief
and/or waivers that may be required upon
an analysis of the plans and testimony at
the PUBLIC HEARING on the Application
submitted by the Applicant, 2600 Route 22
East LLC, for the properties located at
2586-2590 & 2600 Route 22 East, Block
4703, Lots 1, 2, 3 & 4 on the Tax Map of the
Township of Scotch Plains. The properties
are owned by Lansing T. Booth and Betsy
Booth (Lots 1 & 2) and FP Sanguiliano
Realty, LLC (Lots 3 & 4) and are located in
the R-2 & B-3 Zones. The Applicant is
proposing to demolish all existing struc-
tures and construct a 5,585 square feet
Wawa convenience store with fuel station
on the property.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION at the Zoning Board Office located in
the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, during
that Office’s normal business hours.

Hehl & Hehl, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 3/26/15, The Times Fee: $55.59

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO.: F-002326-15
FILE NO.: 48.0772

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
FELICIA F. HARRIS

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint in a civil
action in which RSI BANK is plaintiff and
WILLIAM L. HARRIS AND FELICIA F.
HARRIS, HUSBAND AND WIFE; NEW
CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES INC;
ROBINSON & ANDUJAR; THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA; SOVEREIGN BANK NKA
SANTANDER BANK, et als. are defen-
dants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey within thirty-five (35) days
after March 26, 2015 exclusive of said
date. If you fail to do so, judgment by
default may be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the complaint. You
shall file your answer and proof of service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex, CN-971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625,
in accordance with the rules governing the
courts.

You are further advised that if you can-
not afford an attorney, you may call the
Legal Services office in the county where
you live or the Legal Services of New
Jersey Statewide Hotline at 1-888-LSNJ-
LAW (1-888-576-5529). If you do not have
an attorney and are not eligible for free
legal assistance, you may obtain a referral
to an attorney by calling the Lawyer Refer-
ral Services. The names and telephone
numbers of such agencies in the county of
venue are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Services: 908-353-4715. Legal Services:
908-354-4340.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage and
recovering possession of the lands and
premises described in a mortgage dated
January 24, 2002, recorded on January
31, 2002, in Book 8912, Page 0077, made
by WILLIAM L. HARRIS AND FELICIA F.
HARRIS, HUSBAND AND WIFE, to the
plaintiff and covers real estate located at
305 ELM AVENUE, RAHWAY, NEW JER-
SEY 07065, Tax Lot 31, Block 145.

Pursuant to R. 4:4-4 and 4:64-1(d), me-
diation is available through the New Jer-
sey Courts. Forms and instructions may be
obtained on the Court’s web site at
www.njcourtsonline.com.

You, FELICIA F. HARRIS, are made a
defendant because you are the record
owner(s) of the mortgaged premises, be-
cause you executed the Bond/Note and
Mortgage being foreclosed herein and may
be liable for any deficiency thereon, and
for any right, title, claim or interest you may
have in, to or against the said mortgaged
premises and your lien or encumbrance
on the mortgaged premises is subject to
plaintiff’s mortgage.
Dated: MARCH 19, 2015

Michelle M. Smith, Esq.
Superior Court Clerk

Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
(973) 473-3000
1 T - 3/26/15, The Leader Fee: $68.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-052238-14
FILE NO. 19387-14

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
MARY MEOLA, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; NICHOLAS MEOLA;
MRS. NICHOLAS MEOLA,
WIFE OF NICHOLAS MEOLA;
DOMINICK LOMBARDI;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which TAX LIEN INVESTORS, LLC is the
plaintiff and MARY MEOLA, HER HEIRS,
ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-052238-14 within thirty-five
(35) days after March 26, 2015 exclusive
of such date. If you fail to answer or appear
in accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment
by Default may be rendered against you
for relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 12-00049,
sold on 10/18/2012, dated 10/19/2012,
and was recorded on 10/23/2012 in Book
13440 at Page 124, made by TERRI
MALANDA, Collector of Taxes of UNION
TOWNSHIP, and State of New Jersey to
TAX LIEN INVESTORS, LLC and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, TAX LIEN
INVESTORS, LLC. This covers real estate
located in UNION TOWNSHIP, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 23 BLOCK 5222 as shown on the
Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map dupli-
cate of UNION TOWNSHIP and concerns
premises commonly known as STECHER
AVENUE, UNION TOWNSHIP, New Jer-
sey.

YOU, MARY MEOLA, HER HEIRS, DE-
VISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; and NICHOLAS
MEOLA, are made party defendants to the
above foreclosure action because you are
the owner of a property which is the subject
of the above entitled action.

 YOU, MRS. NICHOLAS MEOLA, WIFE
OF NICHOLAS MEOLA, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant NICHOLAS
MEOLA is married, and if married, the
name of NICHOLAS MEOLA’s spouse. If
NICHOLAS MEOLA is married, the plain-
tiff joins MRS. NICHOLAS MEOLA, WIFE
OF NICHOLAS MEOLA as a defendant for
any possessory or marital rights you may
have.

YOU, DOMINICK LOMBARDI, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on January 12, 2012, a
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Union County, by Dominick
Lombardi against Nicholas Meola disclos-
ing a debt in the amount of $75,000.00,
plus fees. Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. J-013231-2012. Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  March 20, 2015

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/26/15, The Leader Fee: $90.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held March 24,
2015 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
14th day of April, 2015 at 8:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2040

AN ORDINANCE FOR CAL-
ENDAR YEAR 2015 TO ES-
TABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et.seq., provides
that in the preparation of its annual budget,
a municipality shall limit any increase in
said final budget appropriations to 1.50%
unless authorized by ordinance to increase
it to 3.5% over the previous years final
appropriations; and,

WHEREAS, a municipality may, by ordi-
nance, bank the difference between its
final budget appropriations and the 3.5%
increase authorized by this ordinance when
said difference is not appropriated as part
of the final budget; and,

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield, County of Union, hereby
determines that this difference in the
amount of $589,994.18 that is not appro-
priated as part of the final budget shall be
retained as an exception to the final appro-
priations in either of the next two succeed-
ing years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED,
that any amount authorized herein above
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception to
final appropriation in either of the next two
succeeding years; and,

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance as intro-
duced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance upon adop-
tion, with the recorded vote included
thereon, be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.
1 T - 3/26/15, The Leader Fee: $52.53

SQUAD FAMILY...Members of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, along with
some family members, are pictured during the 2014 Memorial Day Parade. The
volunteer squad is a traditional presence at community events such as the annual
parade, as well as at high-school football games.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Saves Two Lives With CPR

SCOTCH PLAINS — Training in
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation
(CPR) is a routine part of being an
Emergency Medical Technician
(EMT). But on March 20, the training
paid off two-fold as the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad performed CPR — sav-
ing two patients in Scotch Plains.

Both patients were resuscitated and
transferred to JFK Medical Center
for follow-up care. These patients are
still being treated at the hospital. The
squad expressed thanks to EMTs Joan
Lozowski, Tom Snihur, Nick
Letkowski and Lucas Cimafonte for
responding to these calls.

When a patient is unresponsive,
time can be the enemy. Once a 9-1-1
call is made, the police arrive fol-
lowed by the rescue squad and the
paramedics. Using teamwork and
experience, these first responders
work together using their knowledge
and skills to save the life of a patient.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
is a volunteer organization of Neigh-

bors Helping Neighbors. With more
than 90 volunteers, the squad an-
swers calls not only in Scotch Plains
but in surrounding towns as well
when needed. In addition to an-
swering calls, squad ambulances
are on hand at many special events
held in the township, such as Scotch
Plains Day, the Memorial Day Pa-
rade, high-school football games
and the summer concerts on the
Village Green. The rescue squad
also is available to provide demon-
strations for Boy Scout and Girl
Scout troops, clubs and any other
interested groups.

In addition, the rescue squad lends
out wheelchairs, crutches, canes and
other assorted medical equipment free
of charge. Anyone needing such ser-
vices is asked to contact the squad at
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com
or to call (908) 322-2103 for non-
emergencies. For more information
about the squad, visit
scotchplainsrescuesquad.com.

Westfield Board of Health
Reports on March Meeting

The Westfield Board of Health met
on March 2, 2015. We did not meet in
February due to the weather. In addition
to meeting or exceeding all of its state
mandates, the board adopted the fol-
lowing goals:

1) To expand its collaborations with
other local governmental agencies and
community organizations to promote
health and prevent diseases and injuries
in Westfield;

2) To improve the performance stan-
dards and metrics in its contracts and
agreements; and

3) To enhance its monitoring and
feedback methods for surveillance of
conditions and interventions.

In January and February, 40 retail
food establishments were inspected,
some several times. All but four were
satisfactory. One establishment was
unsatisfactory and closed so it could
correct its violations and three were
conditionally satisfactory. They were
all satisfactory on re-inspection. In court,
another restaurant pled guilty to a sani-
tary code infraction, but it was satisfac-
tory at its most recent inspection. The
Westfield Regional Health Department
will not allow a food establishment to
operate if there is an imminent public
health hazard or potential for immedi-
ate harm to residents.

Three pre-school immunization au-
dits were completed in February. Initial

compliance rates were 98 percent, 91
percent and 73 percent. The programs
were counseled and will be re-audited.
One public school was audited and all
first graders were properly vaccinated,
for 100 percent compliance.

Ten Westfield residents were diag-
nosed with diseases which required fol-
low-up evaluations. Fortunately, we
have not been affected by measles. The
board confirmed the importance of im-
munizations for residents to prevent
communicable diseases.

The health department is sponsoring
health screenings with Overlook Medi-
cal Center at the Overlook Downtown
Center, 357 Springfield Avenue in Sum-
mit. Cholesterol screening and bone
density screening will be on Monday,
March 30; cholesterol screening on
Monday, April 6, and bone density
screening on Monday, April 13, from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., for a $10 charge each.
Free blood pressure and diabetes screen-
ings will also be available. For more
information and to register, please con-
tact the Overlook Community Health
Department at 1-(800) 247-9580.

Information about all of the health
department’s activities is available on its
website, www.westfieldnj.gov/health.
The complete minutes of the March 2
meeting will be posted after review and
approval at our April 6 meeting, which
starts at 5:30 p.m. in the municipal build-
ing. The public is invited to attend.

Lawrence D. Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

Westfield
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Probitas Verus Honos

Westfield
Monday, March 16, Thomas

Tiedemann, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to a traffic
accident investigation in the area of
Osborn Avenue and Downer Street. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released to
a sober adult.

Tuesday, March 17, Tye Sheffield,
21, of Plainfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South and Windsor
Avenues on a Union traffic warrant for
$528. Sheffield was turned over to the
Union Police Department.

Tuesday, March 17, police reported
an incident of criminal mischief that
occurred on the 500 block of Westfield
Avenue. According to the victim, one or
more unknown suspects smashed out
the rear window of a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, March 17, Robert Suriano,
53, of Garwood was arrested on an out-
standing Newark traffic warrant for $750
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at East
Broad Street and Park Drive. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own recogni-
zance as per the Newark Municipal Court.

Tuesday, March 17, Deborah Bass,
53, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant for $3,665
issued by the Union County Sheriff’s
Office. The arrest occurred pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop in the area of
Prospect Street and Newton Place. Bass
was transported to police headquarters
and processed but was unable to post
bail. She was committed to the Union
County jail on default of bail.

Wednesday, March 18, Jordan
Demars, 26, of Edison was arrested at a
business on the 400 block of North
Avenue West and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. Demars was issued a sum-
mons at police headquarters and re-
leased with a court date.

Friday, March 20, an employee of a
business on the 500 block of North
Avenue reported the theft of a motor
vehicle. According to police, the sus-
pect was known to the business repre-
sentatives and it is believed the value of
the vehicle is $50,000. No arrests had
been made at the time of the report.

Saturday, March 21, Robert Bunnell,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with DWI pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West North
Avenue near Elm Street. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released to a sober
adult.

Saturday, March 21, Anne Humiston,
51, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of South Avenue
near Central Avenue. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
she was processed and released to a
sober adult.

Sunday, March 22, Jeffrey G. Rust,
44, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of Westfield Avenue and
Dorian Road. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released to a sober adult.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 10, a commuter re-

ported that his parking permit was sto-
len from his parked motor vehicle at the
south-side train station.

Wednesday, March 18, Hasson
Grundy, 32, of Newark was charged
with filing a false police report after

officers responded to the south-side train
station on a report of a robbery. When
the officers arrived they spoke with the
victim, who gave a description of the
suspect as a black male, 6 feet tall, with
a medium build, wearing a North Face
jacket and in possession of a black
handgun. Grundy alleged that the sus-
pect had robbed him of $300 cash and
fled in a Honda vehicle going west-
bound on South Avenue. Grundy was
transported to police headquarters and
during a further investigation advised
the officers that he had made up the
robbery story and that the incident did
not happen. He was processed and re-
leased pending his court date.

Thursday, March 19, Roland Ramie,
57, of Plainfield was arrested on an
active warrant out of Fanwood follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 16, a Rivervale Court

resident reported that she was a victim
of fraud. The resident reported that she
had entered a newspaper “Win Free
Rent For A Year” sweepstakes. The
resident became suspicious when she
was contacted, claiming she had won,
but was told she needed to send money
through Western Union first.

Tuesday, March 17, a Forest Road
resident reported that while shopping at
a Park Avenue store someone had en-
tered her unlocked motor vehicle, which
was parked in the parking lot, and stole
her cell phone.

Wednesday, March 18, Lynn Merrill,
66, of Rahway was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Fanwood fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop. Merrill
was transported to police headquarters
and was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 18, Steven Flagg,
27, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Westfield fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop. Flagg was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 19, an Aberdeen
Road resident reported being a victim
of checking account fraud. The resident
had discovered that someone put her
checking account number on fraudu-
lent checks. The name on the checks
was to a company from North Carolina.

Thursday, March 19, Tiffany Taylor,
32, of Roselle was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants out of Lacey Township
and the City of Newark following a
motor vehicle stop. Taylor was turned
over to Lacey Township authorities.

Thursday, March 19, Daniel
Zawodniak, 54, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) following a motor
vehicle accident.

Thursday, March 19, a Linden resi-
dent who was visiting a friend on Forest
Road reported that someone had en-
tered her unlocked motor vehicle and
stolen a laptop computer. The incident
occurred between 7:30 and 11:30 p.m.

Friday, March 20, Christian Cruz, 38,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Raritan Township
following a motor vehicle stop. Cruz was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Saturday, March 21, Pavlina Perry,
38, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop.

Saturday, March 21, Wins
Ohamadike, 28, of Maplewood was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants out of
Union and Maplewood following a
motor vehicle stop.

F-SP Service League Offers
Spring Merchandise at Shop
SCOTCH PLAINS — The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has welcomed spring at its
thrift shop, located at 1741 East
Second Street, Scotch Plains, with
racks and shelves stocked with
fashions for the season.

Men’s, women’s, teens’ and
children’s fashions, suitable for
Easter Sunday and other spring
celebrations, are available at the
shop. Bonnets and accessories are
featured as well.

There also is merchandise ap-
propriate for Mother’s Day,

Father’s Day, graduation, proms
and weddings. Gently worn for-
mal wear is available at reasonable
prices. Additionally, wedding
gowns are in stock. Springtime lin-
ens and housewares are offered as
well.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served
the local communities since 1974.
Since its founding, the League has
donated $1.1 million for local
causes. For more information about
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League or League membership, call
(908) 322-5420, visit
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com
or speak to any volunteers at the
shop. Interested persons also are
invited to visit  the League’s
Facebook page, “Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League,” and “Like”
the organization.

Shop hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday,
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and Saturday,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Purchases are
cash only. Gently-used donations
are always welcome during busi-
ness hours. Free parking is avail-
able on the street and in the rear of
the building. Visitors may enter
the parking lot via Willow Avenue.

Fundraiser to Benefit
VFW State Project

CLARK — The John L. Ruddy
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post
No. 7363 and its Men’s Auxiliary
will host a fundraiser on Saturday,
April 11, for this year’s State Project.
The event will be held at the Post
Home, located at 6 Broadway, Clark.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. There
will be a buffet dinner, and a cash bar
will be available. There also will be
50/50s and raffles. Entertainment will
be provided by “The Characters,”
playing favorite songs of the 1960s,
1970s and 1980s, starting at 9 p.m.

A donation of $20 per ticket is re-
quested and seating is limited. Tables
of 10 may be reserved. Interested per-
sons are asked to purchase tickets in
advance. For tickets and information,
call Dennis at (908) 247-5389 or VFW
Post No. 7363 at (732) 428-4720, or e-
mail dcmacvsog@msn.com.

All proceeds from this event will
go to the VFW State Commanders
Project, which encompasses all the
veterans’ facilities in the state. Any
and all donations will be gladly ac-
cepted and appreciated.

For those wishing to stay over, there
is a Holiday Inn located less than a mile
from the post. For information, call
(732) 574-0100 or (866) 460-7456.

Rahway AARP Posts
Resorts Casino Trip

AREA — The Rahway AARP will
hold a trip to Atlantic City’s Resorts
Casino next Thursday, April 2. The
cost is $25, and participants will re-
ceive a $25 voucher.

Departure will be at 8:30 a.m. and
the return home time is 6:30 p.m.
Those interested in going with the
AARP group are asked to call Irene at
(732) 499-7740.

‘Spirit of Lent’ Concert Set
At Greek Orthodox Church

WESTFIELD — A choral offer-
ing of sacred music of the Lenten
season, “The Spirit of Lent,” will
be presented on Friday, April 3, at 8
p.m., at the Holy Trinity Greek Or-
thodox Church. The church is lo-
cated at 250 Gallows Hill Road,
Westfield.

This program will showcase the
New Jersey District Choir of the
Eastern Federation of Greek Or-
thodox Church Musicians, under
the direction of Kathryn
Athanasoulas of Garwood, who also
is choir director at Holy Trinity.

Youth singers from parishes in
Westfield and Trenton will be fea-
tured at the 25th-anniversary con-
cert alongside the 60-voice regional
choir of men and women drawn
from communities throughout New
Jersey and Staten Island, N.Y. A
complementary reception with light
refreshments will follow the con-
cert.

Attendees will hear a varied se-
lection of ancient and modern mu-
sic in both Greek and English,
mostly arranged in four-part har-
mony. Some have been sung for

more than a millennium while oth-
ers were composed within the last
few years. These hymns of the
Lenten season are deeply spiritual
in nature. “The Spirit of Lent” con-
cert will offer an opportunity for
those unfamiliar with this musical
tradition to experience it for the
first time. A brief YouTube preview
is available at http://bit . ly/
17fswVW.

Admission is $10 with free entry
for children under age 12 and all
students with identification. A por-
tion of the proceeds will be donated
to the building fund for the St.
Nicholas National Shrine at Ground
Zero, which is being constructed
near the site of the original St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
that was completely buried by the
collapse of the South Tower on Sep-
tember 11, 2001 — the only house
of worship destroyed in the terror-
ist attack. The new edifice will be
built on a platform 25 feet above
street level at the end of an open
space and will include a non-de-
nominational bereavement center
for rest and meditation.

U.S. Should Emulate Chile’s
Privatization of Social Security

Since the creation of the welfare state
in the 1930s, there has been an emer-
gence of a dependency class. These
individuals depended, and keep on de-
pending, on the government for suste-
nance - i.e. health care, welfare, etc.
These individuals have elected politi-
cians that have promised more and more
of these “benefits,” to be received, while
simultaneously making them slave to
the government. In the process, there
has been a sapping of self-respect and
dignity; a sapping of individual initia-
tive and creativity; and an
intergenerational passing of the torch,
so much so that instead of America
being the land of opportunity, it has
become the land of entitlement. The
question before us all becomes A. Can

the U.S. afford it; B. Can it be reformed;
and C. Do we have a choice?

With an $18-trillion national deficit,
and with more than $100 trillion in
unfunded liabilities, with government
spending more money while taking in
less, it is just a matter of time before
collapse becomes imminent. Entitle-
ment spending takes about 60 to 70
percent of this nation’s budget. More
than defense. Our leaders in Washing-
ton do nothing. Some, such as Vermont
Senator Bernie Sanders, are living in
denial thinking that everything is fine
on this end and there is nothing wrong.
The opposite is true.

Entitlement spending such as on So-
cial Security, Medicare, Medicaid, will
have to be reformed or privatized. These
programs are unsustainable. Even
Franklin D. Roosevelt stated in 1935
that Social Security would have to be
privatized in the future. He was ahead
of his time. His party, particularly to-
day, choose to ignore his words. The
country of Chile privatized their Social
Security system in the late 1970s. How
did it work out? There, Social Security
is based on individual accounts, earn-
ing 8 to 14 percent on return. This
model is one the U.S. should emulate.

If the government chooses to stay on
the present course, I am afraid that this
nation will join Greece, France, Portu-
gal and Spain on the road to bankruptcy.
The government that the U.S. has now
is too intrusive and too costly. The U.S.
welfare state is too costly and too ex-
pensive to maintain as well. Changes
must be made for the sake of our future
and the future of the U.S.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth
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NJWA Announces 2015
Summer Workshop Schedule

WESTFIELD – Many parents look
for opportunities that offer cognitive
and creative challenges for their chil-
dren during the summer months, and
the NJWA Summer Workshop offers
the quintessential program for an en-
riching summer experience, for stu-
dents in junior kindergarten to grade
eight.

This year’s Workshop will run week-
days from Monday, July 6 through
Friday, July 24, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. and will be held at the Edison
Intermediate School, 800 Rahway
Avenue, Westfield.

A carefully selected staff, comprised
of dynamic, professional educators and
performers, promotes a classroom cul-
ture thatis both inspirational and
challenging,optimizing a student’s
learning potential. Program Director
Pamela Aslin comments, “Our curricu-
lum is taught in a way that allows an
authentic, student-centered process that
promotes and supports individuality,
creativity and challenge.”

The Young Explorers program is for
students who will be entering a junior
kindergarten (4+) or kindergarten pro-
gram in the fall. Activities include arts
and crafts, violin, life science, pre-
engineering, pre-readers workshop,
little chef’s math and much more. First
Grade Adventurers, for those entering
first grade in the fall, offers a diverse
curriculum that includes arts and crafts,
violin, engineering, language arts, au-
thor studies, science and more.

Students entering grades 2-3, grades
4-5 and grades 6-8 are offered courses
in the areas of art, music, dance, sci-
ence, engineering, robotics and lan-
guage arts. Students may take 1, 2, or
3 consecutive workshops throughout
the morning. Specific class selections
and their descriptions are listed in the
2015 Summer Workshop Brochure.

In addition to the regular workshop
hours, an optional early morning drop-
off is available for those needing cov-
erage starting at 7:30 a.m. The Sum-
mer Workshop partners with the
Westfield area YMCA and offers Af-
ternoon Adventures for those need-
ing a full day program. A registered
nurse is on staff during regular work-
shop hours.

To view, download or print the
2015 brochure, visit us on-line at
www.njwasummerworkshop.com.
Completed applications should be
mailed or delivered to the address
provided on the form. Please note
that registration is on-going and is on
a first-come-first-served basis.

The NJWA Summer Workshop is
a division of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts , a 501 c 3 non-
profit organization. For additional
information about the summer pro-
gram, please call (908) 518-1551,
e m a i l
njwa.summerworkshop@gmail.com
or visit the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street in downtown Westfield.

Notable Homes Tour
Announced by NJFO

NOTABLE CHAIRS...Jennifer Colamedici and Michelle Pierce are to co-chair
this year’s tour of notable homes to benefit the New Jersey Festival Orchestra.

 Flutist Schocker, Monmouth
Winds to Perform in WF

WF Filmmakers Chosen for
Garden State Film Festival

WESTFIELD — World famous
flutist and composer Gary Schocker
will appear with the Monmouth Winds
quintet at First Baptist Church, 170
Elm Street, Westfield, on Sunday,
March 29, at 4 p.m. Sponsored by the
New Jersey Flute Society, the pro-
gram will include music for flute and
piano, and for wind quintet, and fea-
ture the world premieres of several
works.

Mr. Schocker, who is described as
the most published living composer
of music for the flute, achieved musi-
cal success early in his life, appearing
as a solo flutist with both the New
York Philharmonic and the Philadel-
phia Orchestra when he was just fif-
teen. In 1988, he famously filled in,
with less than three hours’ notice, for
ailing flutist Jean-Pierre Rampal in a
performance with the New Jersey
Symphony at the Count Basie The-
atre in Red Bank, wowing both critics
and audience alike with his brilliant
performance. He has performed in
North and South America, Europe,
Australia, and Asia. His numerous
compositions include award-winning
solo and chamber music for virtually
every instrument in the orchestra, as
well as several musicals, and he has
recorded more than a dozen CDs,
many of his own works.

The Monmouth Winds features five
musicians who first got together in 2009:
Westfield resident Jenny Cline, flute;
Nicholas Gatto, oboe; Richard
Grossman, clarinet; Richard Sachs,
horn; and Linda Balavram, bassoon.
They have been steadily building a
following, delighting audiences in the
tri-state area with their wide repertoire,
and lately they have been busy commis-
sioning new works for their ensemble,
three of which will be heard on the
Sunday, March 29 concert in Westfield.

The quintet will kick off the pro-
gram with the world premiere of Cape
May Breezes, written for them by
Daniel Dorff, a Philadelphia-based
composer whose works for flute and

piccolo have entered the standard rep-
ertoire for those instruments. The
piece is inspired by the lovely shore
town of Cape May, and its five move-
ments are titled “Breezing into Town
(Exit 0)”; “Autumn Monarch Migra-
tion (Fluttering Clouds of Orange)”;
“Victorian Garden Party”; “Dusk at
Sunset Beach”; and “Night Breezes
on the Boardwalk”. The music is filled
with imagery and the audience will be
able to hear the joyful beginning of a
vacation, delicate fluttering butterfly
wings, the musical entertainment at a
party, a beautiful sunset and mournful
“Taps” at a flag ceremony, and ex-
ploding fireworks after dark.

Another work receiving its pre-
miere at this concert is the Woodwind
Quintet by Long Island-based com-
poser Laurence Dresner, who received
his training at New England Conser-
vatory and who writes music in many
genres, including chamber music,
musical theater and jazz. The two
movements of this brand new work,
titled “Dusk” and “Dancing in the
Moonlight,” will evoke images of a
peaceful evening followed by ener-
getic dancing and driving rhythms.

Mr. Schocker will join the quintet
on piano to perform his Sextet, which
received its premiere last March. With
the addition of the piano, this work
(in five movements, with the titles
“Earth,” “Fire,” “Wind,” “Water,” and
“Ether, In Memory”) sounds at times
delicate and intimate and at other
times almost orchestral.

The second half of the concert will
feature Mr. Schocker on flute, per-
forming his own compositions with
pianist Fumi Kuwajima, including
several works that will be heard for
the first time.

Ticket prices are $20 for adults,
and $10 for seniors and students. New
Jersey Flute Society members will be
admitted free. For more information
please call (908) 313-3395, or visit
h t t p : / / n j f l u t e s o c i e t y . o r g /
March_Event.html

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
New Jersey Festival Orchestra, the
auxiliary and fund raising arm of the
orchestra, has announced that Mrs.
Jennifer Colamedici and Mrs.
Michelle Pierce, Westfield residents,
will serve as co-chairs of this year’s
tour to be held on Saturday, May 9
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

In releasing the announcement last
week, Alicia Barker, president of The
Friends, observed, “The tour is a much-
anticipated local tradition when own-
ers of some of the area's remarkable
homes generously throw open their
doors to the public to benefit our sym-
phony orchestra.” Mrs. Barker further
states, “There is a wide diversity of
outstanding architecture and stylish
décor in the homes of our community
which must be seen to be fully appre-
ciated.  Coming only a day before
Mother’s Day, tickets to the tour could
be a unique way to spend some extra
time with Mom and perhaps choose a
plant for her at our sale.”

Jennifer Colamedici is a member of
the Friends since 2012.  She began her
residential real estate career 20 years
ago.  A consistent top producer with
Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage's West office in Westfield.

Mrs. Colamedici’s commitments
include her involvement with organi-
zations that support children with
special needs, specifically hearing loss
and deafness advocacy. She is a dedi-
cated resource and mentor to families
of newly diagnosed youngsters. She
currently serves on the board of
"Hands and Voices" of New Jersey
and is a past Parent Representative on
the Board for Summit Speech School
in New Providence, New Jersey. A
long-time Westfield resident, Mrs.
Colamedici and her husband are par-
ents of two sons.

Michelle Pierce is a life-long resi-
dent of Westfield. She began her ca-
reer in 1996 as a Sales Representative
for Hoffmann-LaRoche/Genentech
and is the recipient of multiple awards
during her tenure. She currently con-
tinues working for the company spe-
cializing in Oncology.

The mother of two, Mrs. Pierce is
dedicated to, and actively involved
in, her children’s activities. She is
Vice-President of the Washington
School PTO, a board member of the
Girls Softball League of Westfield, a
member of the Junior Woman’s Club

of Westfield and is active in the
projects of the Presbyterian Church-
in-Westfield.

Mrs. Barker states “We are thrilled
that these two wonderful ladies
agreed to chair this important fund
raiser for the orchestra.  They both
possess the outstanding vision and
organizational skills necessary to
ensure the success of this year’s tour.”

Mrs. Pierce took the opportunity
last week to announce that this year’s
tour will include an exciting new
element that will interest especially
car buffs.  In an effort to provide
something for everyone, individual
luxury automobiles, chosen from
among a fascinating collection will
be on display at each home location.

As in previous years, musical en-
tertainment will be provided in each
home on the tour, while refreshments
and a display of raffle prizes will be
available in specific homes.  The
popular plant sale also returns to
offer showy and hardy blooms for
front porches and gardens.

 “The Home Tour is a key element
of the funding mix that’s necessary
to operate the orchestra,” according
to David Wroe, Music Director of
the New Jersey Festival Orchestra.
“The ‘Friends’ have been true to
their name in this respect since the
group’s very inception.  Supplemen-
tal fund raising is critical because
only about a third of our revenue
comes from the sale of tickets.”

Mrs. Pierce points out that the
Westfield area is one of only a very
few smaller communities nationwide
that is home to a professional sym-
phony orchestra.  She observes,
“NJFO is truly a treasure that places
a "Carnegie Hall" quality orchestra
right on our doorstep.”

Tickets for the 2015 Tour of No-
table Homes are $35 in advance
($40 on May 9) and will available
on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. After
Sunday, April 5 tickets will also
available at Baron’s Drugs and The
Town Bookstore in Westfield;
Christoffers Flowers and Gifts in
Mountainside; Norman’s Hallmark
in Fanwood, and Periwinkles in
Cranford.

For more information go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or visit
the Friends of NJ Festival Orchestra
on Facebook.

ATLANTIC CITY – The Garden
State Film Festival announced today
that the short Break Down, directed by
Westfield resident, Russell Hasenauer,
and the short documentary A Teen’s
Guide to Understanding and Commu-
nicating with People with Autism, di-
rected by Westfield resident, Alexandra
Jackman,will screen at the 2015 Gar-
den State Film Festival located in At-
lantic City.

Break Down  involves two girl bank
robbers in a tricky situation when their
car breaks down and they are offered a
ride by the local chief of police.

 “We are thrilled to be able to present
Break Down as a part of our 13th
Annual Film Festival in  Atlantic City,
and shine a spot light on the extraordi-
nary talent that our state has to offer,”
says Diane Raver, the festival’s Ex-
ecutive Director and Founder.

A Teen’s Guide to Understanding
and Communicating with People with

Autism serves as a primer on how
individuals can better relate to those
with Autism. The goal of the film is to
help typically developing teens learn
about Autism and thus increase ac-
ceptance of their autistic peers.  Au-
tism experts, people with Autism,
parents of people with Autism as well
as teens and adults not on the Autism
spectrum give us their insights in con-
cert with real life examples, dramati-
zations, graphics, interviews and nar-
ration.

 “We are thrilled to be able to
present A Teen’s Guide to Under-
standing and Communicating with
People with Autism as a part of our
13th Annual Film Festival in  Atlantic
City, and shine a spot light on the
extraordinary talent that our state has
to offer,” says Ms. Raver.

For more information about this
film and other programs please visit
the GSFF website at www.gsff.org.

Plainfield Symphony Plans
Bernstein on Broadway

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield
Symphony announces its upcoming
concert on Saturday, March 28 at 7
p.m. under the baton of Maestro
Charles Prince. The program entitled
“Bernstein on Broadway” will fea-
ture Leonard Bernstein’s Symphonic
Dances and vocal selections from
West Side Story, On the Town, Won-
derful Town and Candide. Joining as
concert narrator will be Leonard
Bernstein’s daughter, Jamie. She is
also a writer and broadcaster who
has transformed a lifetime of loving
music into a career of sharing her
knowledge and excitement with oth-
ers.

The orchestra will perform three
dance episodes from On the Town, a
1944 musical with music by
Bernstein and book and lyrics by
Betty Comden and Adolph Green
The musical introduced several
popular and classic songs, among
them “Lonely Town”. The story con-
cerns three American sailors on a

24-hour shore leave in New York
City during wartime 1944. The 1953
musical Wonderful Town, with lyrics
by Betty Comden and Adolph Green
and music by Leonard Bernstein,
has its origins from a collection of
autobiographical short stories by
Ruth McKenney where she and her
acting bound sister seek out success
from their basement apartment of
New York City’s Greenwich Village.
Candide (1956) is an operetta with
music composed by Bernstein, based
on the novella of the same name by
Voltaire. Unsuccessful at its pre-
miere, the work has achieved enor-
mous popularity.

Vocalists Alexandra Silber and
Will Reynolds will join the sym-
phony for the event.

Visual Arts Ctr. Announces
New Art and Wine Events

SUMMIT – Beginning Thursday,
April 2, the Visual Art Center will host
its first in a series of Thursday evening
art and wine events. Cocktails and
Canvas will be led by Art Center fac-
ulty painting instructors and profes-
sional artists, Anne Kullaff and Caitlin
Albright. Students will be guided in
demonstrations and learn to create their

own masterpieces.
The series is open to all skill levels,

beginners are welcome. All materials
are included and wine and light refresh-
ments will be served. The class will be
held at the Art Center from 7 to 9 p.m.

Tickets are $50 per person. To reg-
ister visit www.artcenternj.org/cock-
tails or call (908) 273-9121.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

3 THOMAS STREET, CRANFORD

Location, Location, Location!  A commuter’s dream!  Walk to Starbucks, shopping, New York City train and bus from this
mint condition four bedroom Colonial.  The first floor offers a traditional living room, formal dining room, updated
kitchen with granite countertops, fully renovated full bath, and a bedroom that could also be used as an office/den.  The
second floor features three spacious bedrooms including the master bedroom with two closets, one a walk-in, as well as a
beautifully renovated main bath.  The finished basement boasts a recreation room, office, laundry room and separate
storage room.  A private fenced-in backyard with patio expands the living area to the outside.  Many updates include: new
upper roof (2014); tankless water heater (2010); CAC and furnace (2010); 200 amp electric (2009). Offered at $419,000.

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP
2014, Gold Level NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Direct Line: 908-301-2014
Cell/Text: 908-370-7900

Email: suechecchio@gmail.com
www.suechecchio.com

Enjoy all the best that Cranford has to offer in this wonderful home.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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1607 Shackamaxon Drive � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com
At any moment, a great moment.®

*All prices subject to a 20% service charge and NJ State Tax. Credit card must be provided in order to hold the reservation.
In the event you need to cancel your reservation, please do so within 48 hours of the event in order to avoid incurring a 50% charge.

Easter Brunch
Sunday, April 5th 11am – 2pm

Fun For
The Kids

Visit with the

Easter Bunny &

Easter Egg Hunt!

Please bring your

own basket!

Make this Easter a Memorable Experience
at Shackamaxon Country Club

Feast on our fantastic buffet while enjoying live piano music and spectacular views.

• Farm Fresh Eggs & Omelettes
• French Toast Station

There’s even a children’s buffet just for the little ones.
Adults $45* Children 4 - 12 $20*

Children 3 & under are complimentary
Reservations Required

Seatings every half hour.
Please Contact Amanda Maloney
amaloney@shackamaxoncc.com

(908) 233.1300 ext. 1220

• Smoked Fish Station
•Carving Stations

• Enticing Entreés
• Sensational Desserts

CRESCENT CHORAL SOCIETY...The Crescent Choral Society is presenting an unusual combination of composers
Beethoven and Cherubini for its Saturday, April 11 concert at 8 p.m. in the beautiful neo-Gothic Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church in Plainfield. Tickets may be purchased at the door. General admission-$20, Seniors-$15, Students-$5.
There is ample free, secure parking in the church lot off First Place.  For more information, please visit the website at http:/
/CrescentConcerts.org or call (908) 756-2468.

Hairspray is Hair Raising at
Union Catholic Performing Arts Co.

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Picture a
world where the higher your hair is,
the higher your social status becomes.
If you imagine Baltimore in 1962,
then you’re right! Union Catholic
Performing Arts Company is putting
on a non-stop, high energy rendition
of Hairspray, and the hairstyles (or
rather stakes) have never been higher.

This classic follows the not-so-
average trial and errors of teenage
Tracy Turnblad. It’s 1962 in Balti-
more, and Tracy is a social outcast
due to her size (although it never
really bothers her). While watching
the most popular TV program, The
Corny Collins Show, Tracy sees that
a casting position is available – the
show needs a new dancer! Confident
in her abilities and full of passion,
Tracy decides to audition. Despite
the program being a showcase for
“traditional beauty” Tracy wins the
spot, much to the despair of pro-
ducer Velma Von Tussle and her
daughter Amber, who is the star of
the show. As Tracy’s popularity rises,
the Von Tussles decide to put an end
to our young heroine. But Tracy isn’t
just a trend enthusiast and dancer
extraordinaire. She’s also a social
rights activist and attempts to inte-
grate TV itself.

Right from scene one, we have
actress Kate Carolan setting the bar
with “Good Morning, Baltimore,” a
song that bursts with energy and emo-
tion, which carries over to the rest of
the show. A true musical, there is little

dialogue between songs.
In a comedic turn, actor Adrian

Cortizo plays the lovable Edna
Turnblad. Cortizo does a fantastic
job entertaining the audience—the
only thing funnier than his lines is his
voice.

At times he hikes his pitch up to
sound more feminine, which is funny
all on its own because we know he’s
a man; other times he taps into his
bass, which is equally as funny be-
cause he is almost always wearing in
a frilly sort of dress. He also shines in
his duet, “Timeless To Me” with co-
star Neill Lynskey, who plays Wilbur
Turnblad. Cortizo plays a convincing
wife and mother, and watching him is
a highlight of the show.

Kaitlin Garrity also gives a perfor-
mance worth mentioning, as Velma
Von Tussle. Garrity sings with a sul-
try vengeance that is almost tangible
in “Miss Baltimore Crabs.”

And speaking of Von Tussles, Lexi
Marta does a wonderful job com-
manding the spotlight as the selfish,
overindulged Amber Von Tussle.
Marta plays the character with just
the right amount of sass, singing and
humor.

As the play turns serious with the
issue of racism, we meet Seaweed
Stubbs, played by Makay Johnson,
Little Inez, played by Liz Pollard,
and Motormouth Maybellel, played
by Amelia Temple. Johnson and
Pollard’s “Run and Tell That” will be
stuck in your head long after the show
ends, with its catchy rhythm and quick-
witted lyrics.

Temple gives a beautiful perfor-

mance of “I Know Where I’ve Been,”
a song that chronicles a life of in-
equality. Soulful and moving,
Temple’s delivery was met with al-
most enough applause to stop the
show. You’ll have to really resist the
urge to stand up and clap.

Other performances include Rich-
ard Ryngel’s charming portrayal of
leading man, Link Larkin and Kyra
Bowes’s humorous portrayal of the
sweet, but clueless, Penny Pingleton.

The next performances will be Fri-
day and Saturday, March 27 and 28 at
7 p.m.

Teenage Scotch Plains Flutist
Honored at Carnegie Hall

SCOTCH PLAINS – Fourteen-
year-old Scotch Plains resident Divya
Narayanan has won a Certificate of
Excellence for scoring the top mark
in New Jersey on the Level 7 Flute
assessment of The Royal Conserva-
tory Music Development Program.
Divya received her prize at a recital
and award ceremony at Carnegie Hall
on February 28. Divya’s teacher is
Flora Alexander.

Certificates of Excellence are
awarded each academic year (Sep-
tember 1 to August 31) to Music
Development Program students in
Preparatory A and B and Levels 1 to

10 who achieve the highest standard
of excellence in their respective state.
Eligible candidates must score at least
80 percent on their examination and
must have completed the co-requisite
theory requirements for their respec-
tive level and discipline.

In addition to recognizing the top
scorers in the Music Development
Program, Certificates of Excellence
honor music teachers across the
United States and the time and effort
put forth into training the next gen-
eration of great artists.

The Royal Conservatory Music
Development Program provides a

recognized national standard of suc-
cess in music study from beginner to
advanced levels. It inspires excel-
lence through individual student as-
sessments that are central to the pro-
gram while also supporting teachers
with high-quality and innovative re-
sources. The Royal Conservatory
Music Development Program allows
students to measure and celebrate
accomplishment and track their
progress across the country. All stu-
dents and teachers across the United
States are invited to participate. To
learn more, please visit
www.MusicDevelopmentProgram.org.

Town Book Hosts
Author Jeff Markowitz

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store will be hosting a meet the au-
thor event for Jeff Markowitz, author
of the darkly comic mystery/thriller
Death and White Diamonds on Sat-
urday, March 28 from 2 to 4 p.m.
Death and White Diamonds: A Cassie
O’Malley Mystery recently won the
Lovey Award for Best Thriller at Love
is Murder, the annual gathering of
mystery writers and fans in Chicago.
When he’s not out looking for dead
bodies, Jeff keeps busy as the founder
and Executive Director of a nonprofit
agency serving adults with autism.
Jeff is a proud member of the Interna-
tional Thriller Writers and the Mys-
tery Writers of America.

The Town Book Store is located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield
(corner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets). For more information call
(908) 233-3535.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2013
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

Move right into this pristine four bedroom two and a half bath home with fabulous
renovations throughout. The sun-filled living room is accented by an oversized  front
window, crown moldings and newly refinished hardwood flooring. Beautifully maintained
residence has a formal dining room and remodeled eat-in kitchen with white cabinetry. The
inviting family room has a stone fireplace with abundant windows, radiant heated floors and
accesses the sprawling backyard. Picturesque brick patio, retractable awning and stunning
landscaped yard are perfect  for pleasant outdoor entertaining. Lower level has a recreation
room, laundry room and ample storage. Amenities include: new heating and cooling system
(2014), refinished hardwood floors (2014), updated baths, welcoming stone paver walkway
and steps, sprinkler system and interior newly painted. Close to schools and Tamaques Park.
Don’t miss the opportunity to call this immaculate house your home. Offered at $685,000.

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 29 • 1-4pm

412 Otisco Drive, Westfield
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Giant steps up the rung of suc-
cess were made by this year’s
Cranford High School wrestling
team. Instead of finishing sec-
ond or third in major tourna-
ments, for instance the Union
County Tournament (UCT), the
Cougars, not only captured the
title, but also claimed four indi-
vidual champions. Additionally
the Cougars won their confer-
ence, claimed their second
straight District 11 title and quali-
fied 10 matmen for the Region 3

Tournament.
The Cougars kicked off their

season by placing second and
claiming three individual cham-
pions — Gavin Murray, Anthony
Capece, Vince Concina — at the
Tunkhannock Kiwanis Tourna-
ment featuring 26 teams in
Tunkhannock, Pa. on December
29-30. The Cougars also ad-
vanced to the finals of the Cen-
tral Jersey, Group 3 champion-
ships, dropping a very narrow,
25-24, decision to South Plainfield
to finish with a 16-4 record.

“This year the team did get

over the hump and get the tour-
nament wins that we worked so
hard for. We have to continue to
climb the ladder of success and
stay hungry for more,” Cougar
Head Coach Pat Gorman said.
“This year has been a lot of fun
with this group of wrestlers, it is
always sad to see the seniors go,
but I know they all have more to
accomplish in their roads ahead.”

Last year, the Cougars quali-
fied three wrestlers (Murray, Tom
DiGiovanni, Niko Cappello) for
the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlan-
tic City. This year, sophomore
Chris Scorese (126-lbs) joined
the trio.

Murray, a senior and three-time
state qualifier and Region 3 cham-
pion in 2014 who placed second at

AC in the 138-lb class last year,
won his second UCT title and Out-
standing Wrestler (OW) Award,
his third District 11 title and placed
second in Region 3 at 152-lbs to
qualify for another trip to AC where
he placed fifth. He finished 39-4 to
elevate his career record to 144-
18 and to become the Cougars’
winningest wrestler.

“Gavin had a great career at
Cranford, and I am proud to have
been in his corner throughout all
of it,” Coach Gorman said. “I told
Gavin the other day that this pro-
gram is taking off and he is one of
the pioneers, no one can deny
that. He not only was successful
on the mat, but he has developed
into a great young man, and man-
aged to wrestle himself to a schol-
arship at Purdue University.”

Cappello, a junior, took top hon-

ors in the UCT at 182-lbs in addi-
tion to grabbing his third district
title and went on to win the Re-
gion 3 title and place seventh at
AC, finishing with a 35-6 record.

“Niko had a great year, and he
bounced right back at AC to
wrestle all the way back to a
place. That shows a lot of charac-
ter and determination. Niko will
be looked up to next year in the
room and I am looking forward to
the off-season with him,” Coach
Gorman said.

DiGiovanni, a sophomore com-
peting at 120-lbs, won his sec-
ond UCT and District 11 titles
and placed third in Region 3 to
take a second trip to AC where he
won his first bout and finished
with a 32-10 record. Scorese
won his second district title and

MURRAY, DiGIOVANNI, CAPPELLO, SCORESE QUALIFIED FOR NJSIAA TOURNEY AT A.C.

Cougar Matmen Won UCT, District 11 Titles, Finish 16-4

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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first UCT title with the OW Award
and placed second in the region
to make the trip to AC where he
won a bout and finished with a
34-7 record.

“Two Sophomores also wrestled
in AC and that says a lot about
this program, and how it is grow-
ing and will be doing so for years
to come. Chris Scorese now has
a win under his belt at the state
level and that should give him a
big boost of confidence, Tom
DiGiovanni now has qualified
twice in two years for AC, and
although he hasn’t placed, I think
he has two years on the podium
coming his way if he continues to
put in the time that he does,”
Coach Gorman said.

Capece, a sophomore, placed
second in the UCT and first in the
district at 106-lbs and finished
23-11. Concina, a sophomore,
took third in the UCT and first in
the district at 132-lbs and fin-
ished 27-9. Junior Dave Busch
placed third in the UCT and sec-
ond in the district at 138-lbs to
finish with a 23-11 record.

Sophomore Brian McGovern

placed second in the UCT and
second in the district at 145-lbs
and finished with a 27-12 record.
Junior Andrew Tompkins placed
second in the UCT and second in
the district at 160-lbs and fin-
ished 25-11. Freshman Dylan
Budnik gained a lot of experience
competing at 170-lbs and fin-
ished with a strong effort in the
district. Senior Nick Ballas placed
fifth in the UCT at 195-lbs and
finished 22-14. Sophomore Alex
Esposito finished 7-18 at 220-lbs
and junior Kevin Doran placed
third in the district at 285-lbs
and finished 10-15.

The Cougars are expecting to
have a fine influx of freshmen
added to their lineup next year,
so Coach Gorman said, “Sectional
title will be in our sights as will be
repeating as county, conference
and district champs. I think we
can climb the rankings in the
region and I am driving this team
to be a top-20 in the state. I am
going to again beef up the sched-
ule, it has proven to get my guys
battle tested and ready for the
run in the post season.”

More on next page
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Cougar Matmen Won Union County Tournament, District 11 Tourney, Finished 16-4
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Westfield Blue Devils Boys Finished 13-11 in Very Competitive Basketball Season
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Wrestlers Had More Balance, Finished Season 15-11
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Cranford Introduces $35.67 M
Budget at 1.4-Percent Increase

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee passed unanimously
Tuesday at its official meeting
the introduction of the 2015 bud-
get totaling $35.67 million. Tax-
payers will see a 1.4-percent
jump, or $33.56, for the average
assessed home in Cranford of
$181,600. The tax base in-
creased, in large part due to two
new developments — Riverfront
and 555 South Avenue — which
helped to alleviate tax hikes,
Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

The budget includes the hiring
of two new police officers and
two new firefighters.

2014 municipal debt is $43.4
million, up from $38.1 million in
2011. 2014 debt service pay-
ments are $4 million, up from
$3.1 million in 2011.

A resolution was approved, 4 to
1, for a change order to Paley
Construction Company, which is

doing construction work on the
first floor of the municipal build-
ing. The change order includes
the addition of a renovation to a
bathroom in the mayor’s office.
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
opposed the resolution.

By resolution, Captain Dean
Russamano of the Fire Depart-
ment will receive a stipend while
he takes on the role of Acting
Chief. Chief Leonard Dolan re-
tired this month and the depart-
ment is actively searching for his
replacement.

There were two resolutions
passed that amend contracts in
connection with the home eleva-
tion projects that FEMA has
funded as a means to alleviate
flood damage to homes. The
amendment was due to the
project taking longer than ex-
pected, Mayor Kalnins told The
Westfield Leader.

The township received a
$35,000 grant from Union County

for handicapped ramps, “which
is more than usual,” Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola an-
nounced.

Two ordinances were passed to
remove the parking restriction
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. along North
Avenue. This will help to allevi-
ate some parking loss while con-
struction takes place at the North
Avenue Train Station, the com-
mittee said. The township will go
out to bid soon for the project to
reshape the area on the north-
erly side of the train station to
make it more pedestrian friendly
and ease traffic flow. Mr.
D’Ambola said that the township
is pursuing additional grant
money for the project as well.

After the township committee
Monday held a vote to either cut
down or put into action methods
set forth in a report by a tree
expert to support the limbs and
trunk of “Old Peppy,” Advisory
Board member Tina Helmstetter
pleaded the case once again to
save the historic tree. The com-
mittee on Monday, with a split
vote, passed the movement to
proceed in removing the
Pepperidge tree.

Commissioner Hannen reiter-
ated that a black aluminum fence
surrounding the tree would keep
the area safe should the tree
collapse. “Due to its age, it’s
possible General Washington
passed by Old Peppy on his way
to Morristown during the Revolu-
tionary War,” Commissioner
Hannen said. He also said he
would “have a difficult time sup-
porting an ordinance,” referring
to a tree ordinance the township
is working on, that would pro-
hibit residents from removing
trees on their property for safety
purposes if the township removes
Old Peppy for safety reasons.

Clerk’s Office to Get Funds
To Purge, Maintain Records

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Council members
have agreed to shift $4,500 slated
for the planning board to the
borough clerk’s office to begin
purging and maintaining records,
one of several long-term capital
projects discussed March 19 at a
second council meeting on the
municipal budget.

The money was moved after
planning board member and
Council President Bill Nierstedt
said at the initial hearing on March
12 that he felt the expenditure
for the development oversight
authority was unnecessary. Af-

ter consulting with Steven Greet,
Council Finance Chairman Louis
Petruzzelli said the planning
board chairman agreed, and the
money was freed for other uses.

The decision leaves the 2015
budget, still to be formally intro-
duced, at $7.8 million, including
a tax hike of approximately $85
for a home assessed at $100,000.
Council members cut $21,000
from the spending plan at the
March 12 meeting, the biggest
portion – $5,000 – coming from
police overtime.

Borough Administrator Chris-
tina Ariemma requested the fund-

Photo Courtesy of Garwood Councilwoman Ann Tarantino
SENATORIAL VISIT... Employees of Penn Company of America  in Garwood
on Tuesday greet Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), center, while he was there
to discuss his legislation that would reward companies that keep jobs in the
United States. New York City reporters, however, were there to get the Senator’s
comments on federal corruption charges he faces.

Menendez Responds to
Pending Fed. Charges

GARWOOD — U.S. Sen. Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) visited The
Pen Company of America, a fac-
tory in Garwood, on Tuesday to
highlight his legislation that is
intended to reward companies
that keep jobs in the U.S. How-
ever, the 20 reporters, photog-
raphers, and TV news camera
operators were there to seek the
Senator’s comments regarding
pending federal corruption
charges against him, NJ Advance
Media reported. The corruption
charges are said to be focused on
Sen. Menendez’ relationship with
friend and campaign donor
Salomon Melgen.

“I’ll say the same thing I said
two weeks ago when there was a
different press report, and that is
that I have always acted appro-

priately and legally,” Sen.
Menendez said, according to the
NJ Advance Media report.

The New Jersey Law Journal
has reported that Sen. Menendez
has hired attorney Abbe Lowell,
who represented former Demo-
cratic vice-presidential nominee
John Edwards and former lobby-
ist Jack Abramoff, to represent
him.

Under Sen. Menendez legisla-
tion, companies that do not
outsource jobs and hire veter-
ans, could  qualify for the America
Star program and use its logo as
a "badge of honor" in marketing
their products, NJ Advance Me-
dia reported,

Attending the event were
Garwood Borough Council mem-
bers Bill Nierstedt and Ann
Tarantino,  State Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth),
Union County Freeholder Bruce
Bergen and Sheriff Joseph Cryan.

Probitas Verus Honos
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGECONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
FESTIVE AND FUN...Two-year-old Violet Ramos of Garwood works on her
Easter egg Tuesday afternoon at Be Craftful on Martine Avenue. She has four
eggs to pick from for Saturday's egg-decorating contest at Fanwood's annual
Easter Egg Hunt at Forest Road Park.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME… Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo,
center, presents a proclamation letter to council members Sara Todisco, left, and
Lou Petruzzelli, right, in honor of the Garwood Baseball League's opening day
on Saturday, April 11.

Commissioner D’Ambola and
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato both
said the risk of the tree falling
down and hitting a child is one
they are not willing to accept.

“I cannot place a dollar amount
on the life of a child, or anyone
for that matter, when we can
eliminate this risk altogether,”
Mr. D’Ambola said.

Mr. D’Ambola added that the
insurance company would not
cover a lawsuit should the tree
cause injury to a person.

“It is not a casual decision,”
Deputy Mayor Adubato said. “We
are charged with looking out for
the welfare of all of our citizens.”

Mayor Kalnins announced that
members of the Mayors Council
Rahway River Flood Control trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. to meet

with representatives in regards
to the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers’ study of the Rahway River
flood control alternatives. The
council asked representatives for
“friendly pressure” of the Army
Corps to complete the study and
then begin the flood mitigation
work. He said the representatives
have been receptive. He thanked
U.S. Senators Bob Menendez and
Cory Booker and Congressman
Leonard Lance for their support.

During Ms. Adubato’s commis-
sioner comments, she acknowl-
edged the passing of her uncle
Jack, who she called “a proud
Irish-American.”

“Our family has lost a patri-
arch, and an amazing father,
uncle and friend,” Ms. Adubato
said.

ing for the records maintenance at
last Thursday’s meeting, hoping to
bring in an intern during the sum-
mer to begin sorting documents
for destruction and digitization.

In other matters, the council

agreed to spend $59,000 to pur-
chase a replacement for the po-
lice/fire dispatch console
($41,000) – parts of which date
back to 1983 – and a dictaphone
($18,000) to record calls to the

emergency line.
Using a capital bond for the

purchase was proposed but was
deferred until the board could
get input from Mr. Nierstedt, who
was absent.

Additionally, the council agreed
to have Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello begin to seek estimates
for sidewalk replacement in sev-
eral areas to coincide with road
resurfacing and repair. The fi-
nance committee has estimated
the cost to be between $60,000
and $80,000.

That expenditure would be paid
for with a bond, as would $27,000
for a Ford Explorer sport-utility
vehicle to replace the 13-year-
old model being used by the fire
safety inspection officer. The
council agreed to seek lease bids
for the SUV after rejecting an-
other request by the fire depart-
ment to replace the 1997 Chevy
Suburban used by Fire Chief
Michael Tharaldsen.

The documentation issue ac-
counted for the largest single part
of the council’s approximate one-
hour-and-15-minute discussion.

Ms. Ariemma noted how the
borough’s records are becoming
unmanageable, with the town
running out of space to properly
store them. Some need to be
purged. Others need to be re-
tained as required by state stat-
ute, and others contain historical
value to the town.

“We have an actual book disin-
tegrating,” she said. “It’s not the
Declaration of Independence, but
you’re required to preserve that.”

Furthermore, the borough is
still keeping its tax maps on pa-
per, she said, which causes prob-
lems when certain requests are
made, like designating distances
to determine compliance with
laws or ordinances.

“I have to use a protractor,”
she explained. “It’s time to start
looking at tech a little more
closely, and getting on board
with neighboring towns.”

CR Introduces $35.67 M Budget

Clerk’s Office to Get Funds, Purge, Maintain Records

Cranford Committee Votes
To Cut Down ‘Old Peppy’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee voted to remove “Old
Peppy,” the 200-year-old
Pepperidge tree in Lincoln Park
located on Lincoln Avenue, at
Monday’s workshop meeting. The
township committee has debated
the fate of the Pepperidge tree
for five years after tree limbs fell
and crushed a fence surrounding
the tree. Last year, Commissioner
Robert D’Ambola recommended
that “Old Peppy” be cut down.

The tree advisory board was
mostly in favor of taking the tree
down, Mr. D’Ambola said.

“I’d like to see us do it quickly
before they install the new play-
ground,” Mr. D’Ambola said.

Bartlett Tree Service said it pre-
sented a low risk, but would fail.
The tree experts look at risk and
consequences, Commissioner

Mary O’Connor said.
“The consequences stated in

the Bartlett report are severe,
extreme injury or death,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said. Maser
Consulting, the engineering firm
hired by the township, said in its
report that the tree was a high
risk.

Tina Helmstetter, a member of
the tree advisory board, said she
was in favor of saving the tree
and said the recommendations
by Bartlett would preserve the
tree. Various braces and cables
to secure the tree, and a wider,
higher fence were proposed by
Bartlett, she said. She felt that
Maser Consulting did not have
the expertise in tree health to
make a proper assessment of
the tree’s risk of failure.

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
was against cutting down Old

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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BOE Hears Presentation
On Personalized Learning

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The board of edu-
cation met on Monday evening
and honored Lisa Patella, an ac-
tive board member, who recently
resigned after six years. Michael
Caulfield, a former member, was
welcomed back to fulfill her un-
expired term. The board also
viewed a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on personalized learning
about Rosemary Scholz’s fifth
graders at the Brookside Place
Elementary School.

Board President Mary Venditti
presented a certificate of appre-
ciation and flowers to Ms. Pa-
tella, saying, “It was an honor to
work with you.” Superintendent
of Schools Gayle Carrick echoed
that sentiment, saying, “It was
an honor to work with someone
who put her heart and soul into
everything she did.” The board
gave Ms. Patella a standing ova-
tion. After the meeting, Ms. Pa-
tella said, “The reason for leav-
ing was that life just got too
hectic, but I’ll miss it.” Mr.
Caulfield was then sworn in to
fulfill her unexpired seat. Mr.
Caulfield had previously served
on the board for 13 years.

Ms. Carrick then introduced
Rosemary Scholz, who is in

charge of the “personalized learn-
ing” program. Ms. Scholz ex-
plained that the program allows
for a portion of each Friday after-
noon for the students to explore
and work on their interests or
passions. “It is the passion that
comes back to you through the
students,” she said.

 The students were at the meet-
ing and several told the reasons
that they liked being in the pro-
gram and how much it means to
them. Brookside Place School
Principal Michael Klimko thanked
the board for its support. He
praised Ms. Scholz for taking the
lead in this project.

The PowerPoint presentation
was entitled “A Glance Into Our
Classroom.” It showed students
at work on projects they chose
and designed themselves. One
student summed it up by saying,
“Personalized learning has taught
us to think for ourselves and to
expand our horizons.” Ms. Scholz
said. “It’s not that we didn’t have
some roadblocks, but students
learned time management, a
level of research, to show evi-

Peppy, and was in favor of put-
ting up a black aluminum fence
around the tree to keep out pe-
destrians. Commissioner
O’Connor said she would like to
review the tree experts’ reports
again before deciding. Mayor
Andis Kalnins, Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato and Mr. D’Ambola voted
to remove the tree.

The cost to remove the tree is
$4,000.

Mr. D’Ambola had suggested
having the tree be carved and
displayed at the park. The carv-
ing would cost about $20,000.
Other suggestions were a ga-
zebo, a memorial plaque on the
stump of the tree, or making
benches out of the tree limbs.

The committee also voted
against a stipend increase for the
commissioners. Currently, each
commissioner receives $2,800.
A proposal to increase that to
$5,000 was brought to the table.
“Increasing the salary opens the
opportunity for more people to
partake in township affairs,” said
Mayor Kalnins, who said it was
recommended to him as a way to
attract more interest in public
office.

Deputy Mayor Adubato said she
would support the recommenda-
tion. Commissioners D’Ambola
and Hannen voted against the
increase.

Detective Lieutenant Ed Dav-
enport of the Cranford Police De-
partment gave a presentation to

the committee on installing pe-
destrian safety lighting along a
crosswalk on Walnut Avenue near
the Cranford Hotel. The cross-
walk, he said, is dark and is a
blind spot to vehicular traffic. It
is heavily used by commuters of
the train station. The low-volt-
age lights would be installed in
the street and activated by a
push button. Police Chief James
Wozniak supported the project.
Costs were not disclosed.

“That intersection…it’s an acci-
dent waiting to happen,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said.

During public comment, Matt
Shaw of Woodbridge asked the
committee the township’s inter-
est in starting up a special-needs
baseball program. Mayor Kalnins
recommended Mr. Shaw talk with
Parks and Recreation Department
Director Steve Robertazzi, or the

Cranford Committe Votes to Cut Down ‘Old Peppy’
Cranford Baseball and Softball
League.

Mike Norman, a resident of
Colby Lane, asked if the commit-
tee had heard anything about
rumors of the Union County Col-
lege proposal of a smaller ath-
letic field than what was pro-
posed last year. Mayor Kalnins
said he met recently with Marga-
ret McMenamin, president of
Union County College, about
projects going on at the college.
“She told me they weren’t plan-
ning a field,” Mayor Kalnins said.

Mr. Norman said the area slot-
ted for the field previously now
has stakes with flags in the
ground.

Union County had offered Oak
Ridge Park in Clark as a site for
the field, but to date there has
been no action taken by the col-
lege.

Planning Bd. OKs Addition
For PSE&G Substation

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The planning
board last Wednesday night ap-
proved an amended final site
plan application for an addition
to the PSE&G substation off of
South Avenue near the Garden
State Parkway and the Conrail
tracks.

Niall O’Brien, an attorney rep-
resenting PSE&G, said there
would be upgrades and modifi-
cations and an addition to the
existing substation on the nine-
acre tract.

Raymond Tripodi, manager of
transmission permitting for
PSE&G who is also a planner and
an engineer, said a reactor tank
for the pump house, a combina-
tion storage and maintenance
building and a distribution switch-
ing station, which will be used to

transmit electricity from high-
voltage lines, are included in the
project. He said the purpose is to
improve power for the New Jer-
sey Turnpike and the Garden
State Parkway as well as for
Cranford and the surrounding
area.

“The modifications are for safety
and compliance,” Mr. Tripodi said.
The project, he added, will be
overseen by the Penn Jersey
Maryland Operators, a regula-
tory agency which oversees
power in New Jersey and 12 other
states. He said a shunt reactor is
used as a shock absorber to see
if there is a fault in the under-
ground line. He also said a tank
with mineral oil in it is used to
cool and insulate the system. He
said the new building will be at-
tached to a flat start generator

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224
Walnut Avenue, will host “Story
Time Yoga” featuring Lisa Ferraro
on Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. be-
ginning April 9 and continuing
through May 28.

This eight-week story time will
promote literacy while getting
children up and moving. Chil-
dren ages 2 to 5 will use props —
like balls, scarves, pinwheels and
pom-poms — to build strength,
flexibility and self-confidence

through play. The program will
mix poses, games, storytelling,
art and music to teach children
how to release the “sillies” and
find the calm.

Registration is required and will
begin today, Thursday, March
26. It may be done in person or
by calling the library at (908)
709-7272. Admission is free and
all Cranford residents are wel-
come. For a list of other upcom-
ing programs, visit the library
webpage at cranford.com.

Cranford Library Sets ‘Story Time Yoga’

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Local Letters to the Editor

Many very generous Garwood,
Cranford, Westfield, Kenilworth,
Plainfield, Summit and
Mountainside residents may recall
back in 2003 when they so big-
heartedly donated over $2,000 to
save and transplant a 20-foot tall
white spruce tree from the Lincoln
School construction site to the St.
Anne’s corner at Second Avenue
and Cedar Street. I now wish to
ask those who contributed back in
2003 for your thoughts on a new
chapter in this community story
begun by Garwood’s 1991 fourth
grade class.

For those who are not aware,
this tree was very unceremoni-
ously destroyed during the new
senior building construction. This
was despite Garwood Planning
Board and the approved rede-
velopment plan requirements to
save the tree. The Westfield Se-
nior Housing Corporation was
extremely professional and re-
sponsible after this incident oc-
curred, calling me and even com-
ing to my house to apologize.
They acknowledged their
contractor’s error, and never
wavered from their obligation to
make things right, and immedi-

ately agreed to plant a new tree
of similar size. We recently dis-
cussed the idea – suggested by
my wife Maria – to transform the
cost of replacing the destroyed
tree – about $5,000 – into the
planting of new street trees in
the Garwood Senior Citizen Hous-
ing site neighborhood. Depend-
ing on the size, type and species
of tree selected, this could result
in anywhere from 15 to 50 new
shade trees in the surrounding
blocks.

I am asking for your opinion on
this endeavor, as you were a part
of the initial tree preservation
effort. I think the idea of convert-
ing the planting of one evergreen
tree in 1991 to 15 to 50 new
trees on our borough streets in
2015 would make a greater long-
term impact than one new tree
on the senior site. What do you
think? I look forward to hearing
from you. Thank you.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Wouldn’t 50 New Trees Be Better Than One?
dence to support their thesis,
and to be a risk taker.”

“I’m so thankful that they
shared. There is a level of inter-
dependence,” she said. “There is
a 69-percent increase in student
engagement,” she added.

Some of the personal testimony
of the students was, “It’s won-
derful that the students can go
on their own to explore new top-
ics.” “I really like it. I learned how
to research and gather informa-
tion.” “I’ve learned about World
War I and World War II.” School
Librarian Arline McCloskey, who
helped the students with online
resources, said, “I’m proud of
the fifth graders.”

Wednesday Morning Club
Posts Upcoming Activities

CRANFORD — The next busi-
ness meeting of the Wednesday
Morning Club will be on Wednes-
day, April 1, at 10 a.m. It will
take place at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue. Guest speaker
Angela Adams of Overlook Medi-
cal Center will discuss “The chal-
lenge of memory.” The board will
meet at 9:30 a.m.

The Public Affairs Department
will wind up its season with a
luncheon/planning meeting on
Tuesday, April 14, at the home of
Marie Mastorakis at 12:30 p.m.
Members are asked to bring ideas
for future programs and also to
bring a sandwich to share.

On Tuesday, April 21, the
American Arts and Crafts De-
partment will hold its planning
meeting at 10 a.m. at the
Cranford Community Center.

Fran Huckel will be the hostess
for the Literature Department

when it meets on Monday, April
27, at 12:30 p.m. Members will
discuss and decide which books
they would like to review next
season. They will bring sand-
wiches to share.

“Rosie the Riveter” will be the
guest speaker when the club
meets on Wednesday, April 15,
at Il Giardino, located at 103 Miln
Street, Cranford. Lunch will be
served at 1 p.m., with the guest
speaker featured at 2 p.m.

The Wednesday Morning Club
is geared toward mature
women living in Union County
who have recently retired or
left the workplace and are seek-
ing new activities. Participants
get together several times a
month to exchange ideas and
explore areas of interest in the
arts, literature and public af-
fairs. For more information and
to attend a meeting, call (908)
272-8665.

Planning Board OKs Addition
which can supply power. He
added it is not often used.

Mr. Tripodi said the pump house
is close to the Garden State Park-
way, about 10.7 feet from the
side yard, and other buildings are
21 feet from the side yard. He
added that the project is for the
health, safety and the public good.
He said the project will bring no
additional traffic and have no im-
pact on the surrounding residen-
tial or commercial properties in
the area. Mr. O’Brien called it a
straight forward application.

Mayor Andis Kalnins asked if
the shunt reactor would be sur-
rounded by a containing wall.
The mayor asked if the storage
building and the gas generator
would be enclosed, to which Mr.
Tripodi responded that they
would be surrounded by an ex-
isting fence. He also said the
retaining wall is crumbling and it
will be replaced.

The board will meet next on
Wednesday, April 1, at 7:45 p.m.,
at the municipal building, located
at 8 Springfield Avenue.

BOE Hears Presentation on Personalized Learning
Ms. Sholz concluded by saying,

“They’re a wonderful group of
kids. This is one of those things.
You are going to meet your stan-
dards. You just have to have
faith in little people.” Superin-
tendent Carrick commented,
“Thank you so much. This was a
dream come true for me.”

In other business, Brian
Niemsyk, president of the
Cranford Education Association,
presented the board with a check
for $1,500 for Project Gradua-
tion. The board voted to accept a
grant of $1,000 from the Cranford
Fund For Educational Excellence
to support the Livingston Av-
enue School’s Guided Reading
project, which allows teachers to
focus attention on improving the
reading skills of students who
need additional help.

The board changed the open
work session meeting scheduled
for Monday, April 13, to Monday,
April 20, at 8 p.m., at the Lincoln
School board conference room
on Centennial Avenue.

Rosary Altar Society
Schedules Meeting

GARWOOD — The next monthly
meeting of St. Anne’s Rosary
Altar Society will be held on Thurs-
day, April 9, at 7 p.m., at the
Knights of Columbus Hall. The
hall is located at 37 South Av-
enue, Garwood. Parking is avail-
able behind the hall on Willow
Avenue.

President Christine Guerriero
will welcome all members and
call for committee reports. Elec-
tion of new officers for the 2015-
2016 Rosary year also will take
place. Refreshments will be
served during the meeting.

Jennie Browne has arranged
for a trip to Taj Mahal in Atlantic
City on Sunday, April 26. Inter-
ested persons are asked to call
her at (908) 789-0778. The next
Rosary Sunday is May 3, with
recitation of the Rosary at 7:40
a.m., followed by Mass at 8
a.m. All are encouraged to par-
ticipate.

Rosary Altar Society
Plans Taj Mahal Trip
GARWOOD — The Rosary Altar

Society of the Church of St. Anne
in Garwood has planned a trip to
Taj Mahal in Atlantic City for Sun-
day, April 26. The bus will leave
at 11:30 a.m. sharp from the
Church of St. Anne, located at
325 Second Avenue, Garwood,
and return at approximately 9:30
p.m.

The cost is $30 per person with
a generous slot return. Inter-
ested persons are asked to make
their reservations as soon as
possible by calling Jennie at (908)
789-0778 or Eileen at (908) 789-
0414.

Probitas Verus Honos

Probitas Verus Honos
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