
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 26, 2015 Page 13

MURRAY, ‘DiGIO’, CAPPELLO, SCORESE GET TO A.C.

Cougar Matmen Won UCT,
District 11 Titles, Finish 16-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Giant steps up the rung of success
were made by this year’s Cranford
High School wrestling team. Instead
of finishing second or third in major
tournaments, for instance the Union
County Tournament (UCT), the Cou-
gars, not only captured the title, but
also claimed four individual champi-
ons. Additionally the Cougars won
their conference, claimed their sec-
ond straight District 11 title and quali-
fied 10 matmen for the Region 3
Tournament.

The Cougars kicked off their sea-
son by placing second and claiming
three individual champions —  Gavin
Murray, Anthony Capece, Vince
Concina — at the Tunkhannock
Kiwanis Tournament featuring 26

teams in Tunkhannock, Pa. on De-
cember 29-30. The Cougars also ad-
vanced to the finals of the Central
Jersey, Group 3 championships, drop-
ping a very narrow, 25-24, decision
to South Plainfield to finish with a 16-
4 record.

“This year the team did get over the
hump and get the tournament wins
that we worked so hard for. We have
to continue to climb the ladder of
success and stay hungry for more,”
Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman said.
“This year has been a lot of fun with
this group of wrestlers, it is always
sad to see the seniors go, but I know
they all have more to accomplish in
their roads ahead.”

Last year, the Cougars qualified
three wrestlers (Murray, Tom
DiGiovanni, Niko Cappello) for the

NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City.
This year, sophomore Chris Scorese
(126-lbs) joined the trio.

Murray, a senior and three-time
state qualifier and Region 3 cham-
pion in 2014 who placed second at
AC in the 138-lb class last year,
won his second UCT title and Out-
standing Wrestler (OW) Award, his
third District 11 title and placed
second in Region 3 at 152-lbs to
qualify for another trip to AC where
he placed fifth. He finished 39-4 to
elevate his career record to 144-18
and to become the Cougars’
winningest wrestler.

“Gavin had a great career at
Cranford, and I am proud to have
been in his corner throughout all of
it,” Coach Gorman said. “I told Gavin
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offensive [O], 64 defensive [D]) and
added 41 assists, 29 steals, 18 deflec-
tions and seven blocked shots. Expe-
riencing limited time on the court,
senior Nick Buontempo came off the
bench and nailed three 3-pointers.

Junior guard Parker Hess banged
in a team-high 43 3-pointers and fin-
ished with 208 points and a 67.5
percent free throw average. He also
had 26 assists, 51 rebounds, 17 steals
and 12 deflections. Junior Owen

Murray was just one point shy of
Hess with 207 (3 3-pointers) but led
the team with 157 rebounds (54 — O,
103 — D) and in assists with 93.
Murray also had 47 steals, seven
blocks and 19 deflections.

Junior Nick Mele was indeed the
“Chief Thief” with 62 steals, while
adding nine blocks and a team-lead-
ing 33 deflections. Mele also buck-
eted 193 points (13 3-pointers) with
a 52.9 percent free throw average,
pulled 98 rebounds (30 — O, 68 —
D) and added 54 assists (third on

the team).
Junior Chris Boutsikaris banged in

17 3-pointers and finished with 108
points and a 68.2 free throw percent-
age (highest among 7 major players).
He grabbed 67 rebounds (14 — O, 53
— D) and had 18 assists, 26 steals,
eight blocks and 16 deflections.

“I expect big things from Owen
Murray next year. He led us in almost
every category this year and is draw-
ing serious interest from colleges,

including some Division 1’s. Nick
Mele and Parker Hess are very dan-
gerous players when they are click-
ing. Parker will be one of the better
shooters in Union County next year
and Mele is a very versatile and ath-
letic guard who is capable of scoring
points in bunches for us,” Coach
Palmieri said.

Sophomore Matt LaCorte became
more influential as the season pro-
gressed, especially from 3-point range
where he nailed 36 big ones and fin-
ished with 161 points. He was 63.6

percent from the line and proved to be
effective under the board with 72
rebounds (27 offensive, 45 defen-
sive). LaCorte also had 17 assists, 19
steals, 17 deflections and 12 blocks.

Junior Jelani Pierre saw more play-
ing time later in the season and fin-
ished with 49 points (nine 3-point-
ers), 18 rebounds, eight assists, seven
steals and a pair of deflections. Com-
ing off the bench, Tim Norris contrib-
uted 22 points, 14 rebounds and four

steals. Mike Figueroa had nine points,
eight rebounds and four steals. Pat
McCormack had 43 points (7 3-point-
ers), 31 rebounds and 10 assists.

“We will be looking for bigger con-
tributions from LaCorte and
Boutsikaris next year and hopefully a
couple of our big men, who did not see
much action this year, improve and
help contribute more next year. We
had a very solid JV team that I think
will help provide some bench help
next year to go along with Jelani Pierre
and others,” Coach Palmieri said.
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GREAT DEFENSIVE THIEF...Junior Nick Mele, No. 23, led the Blue Devils in steals with 62 thefts. He also scored 193
points, grabbed 98 rebounds and dished out 54 assists.
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PLACING SEVENTH AT A.C....Cougar junior Niko Cappello, front, placed seventh in the NJSIAA Tournament at 182-
lbs at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City on March 8.

Westfield Office
581 Elm St  908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

Real Estate
Mortgages
Closing Services
InsuranceWeichert®

Susan
Devaney

Peter
Lisciotto

Frances “Fran”
Bradley

Ebtsam “Sam”
Sayed

Frances “Fran”
Bradley

Ebtsam “Sam”
Sayed

Susan
Devaney

WESTFIELD. Beautiful turn-of-the century 6 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath
Colonial, expansive front porch, renovated and expanded with
modern kitchen, baths, master suite, laundry room, closets, windows,
and flow, yet the architectural details and high ceilings of grand homes of days past.
Master Suite features French doors to Juliet balcony, 2 WICs, dressing area, spa-like
shower retreat. Move-in perfect for entertaining, quick access to Wilson, Library,
Town, Parks, Transp. $989,000.

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Well-maintained home on large lot
in beautiful neighborhood. Updates include new
furnace, newer roof, newer windows and new

plumbing. Additional features include  EIK with new dishwasher, HWFs, brand new tile
flooring and vanity sink in main bath, newer paver walkway and large basement ready for
finishing. Main floor has open floor plan perfect for entertaining. Top location on
spacious corner lot close to schools, train and beautiful downtown Westfield. $579,000.

SPLIT LEVEL
FANWOOD. Beautiful and charming 4 BR
Colonial with one of the best locations in Fanwood.
Only .78 miles to the Fanwood train station! Features

include EIK, elegant FDR, HWFs, central air and upgraded electric.  Enjoy morning
coffee in the sunroom addition overlooking the fenced yard with patio, and evening
drinks on the covered front porch.  Located just blocks away from the downtowns of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, and close to all schools and NYC transportation. $479,000.

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Reno-Ready, Investor-perfect - Classic Westfield
Colonial estate: 3 bedrooms, 1 bath; fireplace in living room,
enclosed side porch/3 season sunroom; formal dining room. Permit
for clean oil tank removal; Gas in house, ready for new furnace (currently no heat in
house). Join the growth on Maple Street in this perfect location, 2 blocks from Wilson
Elem, near library, town, parks and recreation, transportation. An opportunity not to
be missed! $510,000.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. Charming 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Cape Cod on quiet
neighborhood street, blocks from Washington Elem School.
Beautifully maintained, this home features new stainless steel kitchen
appliances, fireplace in living room, hardwood floors throughout, full baths on 1st &
2nd floors. The second floor boasts full-ht ceilings in both large bedrooms, walk-in
attic storage. Also new: roof, elect box, storm door, invisible fence. Freshly painted
throughout, Move-in ready! $599,000.

CAPE COD

WESTFIELD. 5 Bedroom 5 Bath Colonial. Over 4000 Sq ft of
living space. Designer Kitchen w/ SS applncs & stone counter tops.
Basement is finished w/Full Bath & plenty of storage. Hardwood
Flooring thruout the home. 4th level will also be fin with carpet floor- Excellent bonus
rm. Gas Fplc in FR with a detailed mantel. MBR has 2-Walk in Closets. Spa like Bath
including Jacuzzi tub. Landscape package-entire property sodded and underground
sprinklers Bluestone walkway & patio w/Gas BBQ hook up! $1,179,000.
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