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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Whatever He Did,
He Did It His Way

The mind’s eye is an amazing thing,
capable of transporting you back to
another time, another memory. My
mind’s eye recently returned me to
April 1970, during my three-day stay
in Springfield, Ill., at the YMCA Na-
tional Swimming and Diving cham-
pionships.

Steve Schmitt was up on the med-
als podium after finishing second in
the 200-yard individual medley on
the first night at nationals. This, of
course, was no major surprise. Over
his high school years Schmitt had
achieved legendary status in Westfield
and around the state as a talented
swimmer. He held five WHS school
records at graduation. And he marched
to the beat of a different drummer.

So anyhow, the Y Nationals com-
mittee thought it would be a good
idea to have young ladies from one of
the local colleges place the medals
around the neck of the top-6 finishers
and then give them a kiss on the
cheek. (Spoiler alert, if you even re-
motely know Steve Schmitt, you know
where this is going.) The girl got to
Schmitt and stretched up on her tippy-
toes as he bent down from the sec-
ond-highest perch. Then, as she went
to kiss his cheek, he grabbed her head
and planted a kiss right on her lips.
After some initial gasps, the crowd
went wild.

That was one of several flashbacks
a week ago Sunday. Don Mutz, a
former teammate of Schmitt’s at WHS
and the WY, had e-mailed looking for
confirmation to a “Steve Schmitt is
dead” rumor he’d heard. A difficult
phone call verified it.

“Steve hadn’t been well for a couple
of years,” Kay Schmitt, Steve’s 98-
year-old mother, said. “But he always
kept things to himself. He was a good
boy. He did a lot of good things for a
lot of people. And you know Steve
was a really good swimmer.”

In Schmitt’s three years at WHS
(1968-70), the team won three county
titles, two Eastern Interscholastic titles
(and one second) and three state titles.
He won six (out of six) county titles,
three Eastern titles and six state cham-
pionships, missing a seventh by .03
of a second as a sophomore. His se-
nior year he set three individual school
records and a fourth on the 400 free
relay. He was named to the all-
America team in six events that year.

A Merit Scholar, he went to
Wesleyan, where he was a Division 2
national champion in the 200 free
(twice) and 400 IM (once), before
transferring to and graduating from
Lehigh. In November 1998, Schmitt
and 1968 Olympian Dave Perkowski
(’65) were the first two swimmers
inducted into the Westfield Athletic
Hall of Fame. Typically, Schmitt’s
induction speech was short, but sweet.

“Now I know how long it takes a
high school to forget,” he said, add-
ing, “if it wasn’t for Mr. (Coach
Chuck) Gantner, I don’t know if I’d
ever have made it out of Westfield
High School.”

Gantner, who coached from 1968-
76 and is also a WAHOF member,
was a father figure to many WHS
swimmers in that chaotic late ’60s
and early ’70s period. Schmitt wore
his hair a bit long, like a rock star, and
favored the Dean/Brando look – t-

shirt and jeans. Gantner, a former
Marine, saw something in Schmitt
that made him worth a little extra
effort. But it was not easy.

“Steve was a huge Doors fan,” team-
mate Joe Wilson said. “I got the feel-
ing that he identified with Jim
Morrison, before Morrison went off
the rails. To this day whenever I hear
‘Riders on the Storm’ I think of Steve
Schmitt.” (Schmitt had a striking re-
semblance to Morrison.)

Again and again, my mind went
back to those days. And Schmitt was
often the center of the action, for

better or worse.
There was the junior year home

meet against Newark Academy, a prep
swimming power at the time. It had
snowed heavily most of the day and
was still snowing when Schmitt ar-
rived at the Y – snowboarding down
Clark Street, down the inside steps
and into the desk area. He was wear-
ing only a tee-shirt and jeans, no
shoes, no socks. Schmitt defeated
N.A. superstar Chip Harrison in the
200 free and later won the 400 free as
WHS won 50-45.

In his senior year’s season-opener
Schmitt pulled off an amazing feat.
First he broke the Columbia pool
record in the 200 free while beating
Dan Goble, who finished second at
the state championships. Then in the
next event he took down co-captain
Eric Pearl in the 200 IM. In the span
of maybe six minutes Schmitt had

beaten two record-holders on the team
that came in second at the state cham-
pionships.

One of Schmitt’s co-partners in
crime was classmate/teammate Gor-
don Clark, now a horticulturist in
Port Angeles, Wash.

“We were really close in high
school, but had lost track of each
other’s lives, and I always regretted
that,” Clark said Friday night when
told of Schmitt’s passing. “He was
one of a kind, always into something.
One time he told me he could steal a
car and get away with it. I told him he
was nuts. But he said, ‘When you
wake up tomorrow look out your win-
dow and there will be a Volkswagen.’
The next morning I woke up and
looked outside and there it was, a
stolen Volkswagen in front of my
house.”

Or the time Schmitt, Clark and
Doug Trimmer were driving around
looking for something to do. Schmitt
suggested stealing pumpkins, so they
cruised the streets of Westfield taking
pumpkins off front porches.

“I think it was Trimmer who said
we should put them on top of the
gazebo in Mindowaskin Park,” Clark
said. “So Steve got up on the roof and
we were tossing pumpkins up to him
when a police car came into the park.
They put their lights on us and the
open trunk filled with pumpkins.”

Luckily the officers had a sense of
humor and told them to get rid of the
pumpkins, and to do it outside of
Westfield. Clark and Trimmer drove
off with the police car escort.

“Steve was still up on the gazebo
roof,” Clark said. “When we got back
after dumping the pumpkins he was
gone.”

There have been many athletes over
the years whose meteoric time at WHS
was one part wild success and one
part wild times. It’s quite fair to say
that nobody ever embodied that spirit
more than Steve Schmitt. But it turns
out that swimming was just a tiny part
of what he was all about.

In death, as in life, Steve Schmitt
remained a contrarian, a boat-against-
the-current guy. “He was an origi-
nal,” classmate Joe Sullivan, now the
sports editor of the Boston Globe,
said.

While most of the world drove cars,
Schmitt became the director of the
Lehigh Valley-based Coalition for Al-
ternative Transportation. In 1986 he
sold the last car he would ever own,
then he founded an organization called
Free Yourself From Henry Ford.
Schmitt spent much of his adult life
promoting transit, bicycling, walking
and public non-motorized paths.

“He was completely committed to
changing the world in the way he felt
was for the better, and car-free living
was a big piece of it,” a CAT spokes-
person told the Allentown Morning
Call in Schmitt’s obituary.

Clark recalled a youthful incident
that provides a glimpse into what
would become the environmentally
correct side of Schmitt.

“We were driving around and some-
body in the car in front of us threw
something out the window, a gum
wrapper or something,” Clark said.
“Steve was really upset, yelling out
the window at him and giving him
holy hell for littering.”

Mutz, like Clark, had long ago lost
touch of his enigmatic former team-
mate.

“I’d known Steve since our early
age group days at the Y,” Mutz said.
“Steve was a cat-ate-the-canary kind
of guy. But he would always back it
up. The last time I saw him was his
(WAHOF) induction. He looked great
and seemed the same as always. I
don’t know much about his life – but
he was not boring.”

THIS AND THAT
Freshman Caroline Baldwin swam

leadoff on North Carolina’s 15th-
place 4x50 freestyle relay at the
NCAA women’s swimming champi-
onships last week in Greensboro, N.C.
Her time was 22.40 in prelims.

BATTLE LED RAIDERS WITH 12.6 POINTS PER GAME

Raider Lady Cagers Provided
Glimpse of Future Promise

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It took quite a while for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls’
basketball team to get untracked this
season. But when they finally did, it
became clear that they had turned the
corner. After a 3-11 start to their sched-
ule, the Raiders reeled off six straight
wins and played eventual county run-
ner up Westfield on even terms before
bowing in their first round match up.

With a couple of standout perform-
ers, a solid returning core of players
and only one senior graduating, there
is every reason to believe that the
Raiders will return to the ranks of
County contenders next season.

“I think sometimes things just sud-
denly click,” said third year head
coach Camille Mammolite. “Maybe
we were a little young. We played
seven juniors, one sophomore and a
pair of freshman a lot in our rotation.
I think when the season started, we
were playing a little bit timid.”

Indeed there was a lot of frustration
on display early in the season as the

players struggled to master the con-
cepts of ball movement, patience and
communication that Mammolite
wanted to instill. That all changed
with one game.

“I think the Summit game was a
real turning point for us,” said
Mammolite. “Once we got that one, it
seemed like we realized we could
beat a lot of these teams we had been
losing to all along.”

The Raiders knocked off Summit,
47-34, at home on January 31. It was
the start of a streak of six straight
double-digit wins, including a 40-

point blowout of Linden, a 19-point
win over Elizabeth and a 27-point
rout of Roselle.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood proved that
its turnaround was not the result of
playing weaker teams when they went
toe-to-toe with Westfield in their first
round match-up in Union County
Tournament action. The Raiders gave
Westfield all they could handle, lead-
ing most of the way before bowing
46-42 in the game’s final minutes.

A season-ending loss at New Provi-
dence left the Raiders with a 9-13
record. Despite being a far better team
by season’s end, they did not qualify
for the state playoffs.

The Raiders will lose only one
starter, Thabitha Dwunfour to gradu-
ation. Dwunfour, a 6’2” center, played
her best game of the season at
Westfield, scoring 14 points and grab-
bing 10 rebounds, while blocking
three shots.

“Thabitha will be a huge loss for
us,” said Mammolite. “She was a
leader on the floor for us. She took
Nya Downing under her wing and

helped her get accustomed to playing
at this level. She led us with her voice
and by her example.”

Downing is one of those players
who could be exciting to watch de-
velop next season. Playing as a fresh-
man, Downing averaged 7.1 ppg and
8.8 rebounds. Subbing in for
Dwunfour at the center spot and play-
ing at forward, Downing was a physi-
cal force in the paint down the stretch.

“Downing got taller and stronger
as the season moved on,” said
Mammolite. “She became hungry for
the basketball inside. She is very

physical. She already knows that with
Thabitha gone, she will be asked to
step up and play to her abilities. She
will be a force to be reckoned with.”

Along with Downing, expect
Micaiah Battle to lead the Raiders
next season. Battle showed as a jun-
ior that she can provide points from
anywhere on the floor. Battle aver-
aged 12.6 ppg and 6.5 rebounds.
Against Rahway in a home game
played on February 5, Battle poured
in a career high 31 points.

“Micaiah is a triple threat scorer,”
said Mammolite. “She can score off
the dribble. She can drop in three
pointers and she can fight for points
inside. She became much more com-
fortable at about the mid season point.
She has the green light from us to
shoot.”

The backcourt duo of Myasia Tay-
lor and Brianna O’Brien will also
return next season. A potential prob-
lem spot for the Raiders this season,
Taylor and O’ Brien proved to be a
dependable tandem as point guards
for the offense. Taylor, a junior, trans-
ferred from Piscataway and finished
the year averaging 5.9 ppg, with 2.6
rpg and 1.3 assists per contest.

Taylor’s performance was all the
more important as her steady ball
handling gave the freshman O’Brien
a chance to phase into her role with
the team. O’Brien also finished aver-
aging 5.9 ppg with 1.1 assists.

Forward Kara Foley will return for
her senior season as will guard/for-
ward Caroline Babis and 3-point gun-
ner Laura Charros (4.1 ppg, 16 3-
pointers).

“Kara brings with her a lot of knowl-
edge about the game of basketball,”
says Mammolite. “She also has a re-
ally nice short corner jump shot, which
you don’t see a lot of anymore. Babis
is one of those players that every coach
wishes they had on their team. She will
scramble, dive and go to the floor
several times each game to make a
play. She is a great hustle player.”

Despite the strong finish, one can
not help but think that Scotch Plains-
Fanwood will be flying under the
radar heading into next season. They
were playing outstanding basketball
towards season’s end and had any of
a number of early season losses gone
their way, they could well have turned
out to be a real troublemaker in the
state playoffs.

“You can’t live in the past,” said
Mammolite. “A few slipped away
from us that we would have liked to
have gotten but these experiences do
build character. You have to keep
looking forward.”

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate
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Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248
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YOUR HOME TAKES CENTER STAGE
    Real estate professionals often suggest that sellers 
“stage” their homes to make them more appealing to 
house hunters. These whole-house makeovers involve 
repositioning or eliminating personal possessions and 
furniture, but it takes more than mere sprucing up for 
a well-staged house to create a vision of cleanliness, 
tranquility, and spaciousness. For instance, living room 
furniture can be moved away from walls and placed at 
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versation areas. Every room can be “decluttered” to 
create more visual space. Closets should be emptied 
by two-thirds, small appliances should be removed 
from kitchen counters, and worn draperies should be 

taken down. It takes discipline to stage a home, which is 
why professional stagers are recommended. 
    If you have a spare room or an area that is not des-
ignated for a particular use, staging it will make your 
home appear more accommodating to potential buyers. 
Whether transformed into a study nook, a storage area 
with shelving, or designated for another function, staging 
will increase the appeal of your home. Contact us today 
to arrange an initial meeting. Helping you to achieve 
your real estate goals is our #1 priority!
HINT: Sellers might want to rent storage units to store 
the accumulated possessions removed from their homes 
while they are on the market.

Presented by 
Lorena Barbosa, Broker/Owner

Talks Real EstateLORENA

David Realty Group
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Please visit our website and Facebook for more information and listings at: 
www.davidrealtygroup.com 
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Steve Schmitt, circa 1970

CR’s Faraone Receives
Field Hockey Honors
GLASSBORO, NJ – The Rowan

University field hockey team had 11
players who were named to the 2014
Gladiator by SGI/National Field
Hockey Coaches Association
(NFHCA) Division III National Aca-
demic Squad. Forward Erica Faraone
of Cranford was among the honor-
ees.

Nominees for selection to the Na-
tional Academic Squad are based on
all Division III field hockey players
who achieved a minimum cumula-
tive GPA of 3.30 through the fall
semester for the 2014-15 academic
year.

Cranford Rec. to Hold
Field Hockey Clinic

Cranford Recreation and Parks
Department will hold a Girls Spring
Field Hockey Clinic. The clinic will
be an introduction to the game of
field hockey for girls who have an
interest in learning basic stick skills
and the game rules.

The Clinic is for girls, grades 3-8,
and is being held on Sundays, April
12 through May 17, from 6 p.m. to 7
p.m. The class is located at Memorial
TURF Field, 401 Centennial Avenue
in Cranford and the cost of the class is
$45. Players must supply their own
sticks, shin guards and mouth guards.

Registration may be done in per-
son at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, 220 Walnut Avenue or may be
done online through Community Pass.
Registration must be completed by
Thursday, April 2. Please contact
Cranford Community Center with any
questions at (908) 709-7283.

David B. Corbin (February 2015 files)) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REAL HANDS ON APPROACH...Raiders Brianna O’Brien, left, and Kara Foley, No. 24, had a real hands on approach
in a game against the New Providence Pioneers in February.

David B. Corbin (February 2015 files)) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING TO THE BASKET...Raider Caroline Babis, left, drives to the basket
in a game against the New Providence Pioneers in February.


