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Letters to
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Rec. Comm. Abolishment Removes
Field Assignment Priority for Groups

SP Mayor Writes of Misinformation
Regarding Rec. Dept., Commission

Please Sign Petition to Stop Council’s
Action Abolishing Rec. Commission

In late October 2014, a rumor that
the mayor (Scotch Plains) was look-
ing to disband the recreation com-
mission came to light. Asked at a
council meeting, the mayor stated
that this was not on his agenda. But it
became priority number one in 2015!?
For a new council with two new mem-
bers and a new town manager to act
so quickly to disband the commis-
sion suggests the council has an ulte-
rior motive. Communication overall
was very poor: no meeting between
the council and the commission, no
meeting between the council and the
youth sports organizations in town.
The deputy mayor admitted at sec-
ond reading that not holding a meet-
ing as a council with these organiza-
tions was “misplayed.” We agree. We
also conducted an online petition,
signed by over 450 citizens. It was
ignored by the mayor. If the stated
purpose for this change was true –
making the recreation director offi-
cially and exclusively report to the
manager – why not just ask the com-
mission to amend their bylaws to
make it so? Then there would be no
need to disband the commission.

Abolishment of the commission
removes the protections that our lo-
cal non-profit youth sports organiza-
tions enjoy to retain field assignment
priority. At the last minute, the coun-
cil tried to appease us by adding a
resolution saying existing rules would
remain. Resolutions aren’t perma-
nent and can be dissolved and changed
with very little effort or notice. Why
won’t they include these rules in the
ordinance? We have decided to for-

mally object to the ordinance via
legal petition, which is entirely dif-
ferent from the online petition signed
by over 450 citizens on just four days
about a month ago. We are confident
the voters of Scotch Plains will sign
this petition, thereby suspending the
recently passed ordinance that abol-
ishes the commission and subjecting
it to popular vote of all residents in
the fall. The council is wrong on this
issue; let the people vote for them-
selves.

 Youth sports organizations have a
rich and vibrant history within our
community and we would like to
think our future will not be dealt with
on the same basis as that of the recre-
ation commission. We encourage all
that read this article to contact my-
self, duthie@comcast.net, and we will
come to your home to get this peti-
tion signed so it can appear on the
ballot.

We also have signing opportuni-
ties at Booth Field (corner of Westfield
Road and Valley adjacent to Route
22, East) Monday to Friday, 7 to 9
p.m., Saturday, 9 to 11 a.m., until
April 5th when the petition needs to
be submitted to the township clerk. It
requires 1,130 signatures from Scotch
Plains registered voters, and we are
well on our way. We are also walking
neighborhoods for signatures during
that time. Please welcome our peti-
tioners and feel free to ask any ques-
tions as you sign, and thank you for
the opportunity to serve you as vol-
unteer neighbors in your town.

Rich Duthie
Scotch Plains

There’s a lot of misinformation
being circulated regarding the recre-
ation department and the recently
enacted changes to the department
and commission. Once again, I’d like
to set the record straight. The reason
for this administrative change is to
instill more accountability of this
important township operation. As a
result of this change, the recreation
director will report directly to the
municipal manager, as does every
department head. This change does
not remove any current member of
the recreation commission. They will
continue to serve, if they desire to, as
members of the township’s recreation
committee. As is the present practice,
the township manager will make all
appointments to this committee.

Several recent matters prompted
my support for this change at this
time. Specifically, the neglect and
lack of oversight of the historic Shady
Rest Golf and Country Club House
leading to its serious deterioration
resulting in expenditures of approxi-
mately $500,000 to repair, restore
and secure the building’s roof and
exterior. Secondly, the new pavilion
at Brookside Park is almost a year
behind schedule, and the park itself
has not been properly maintained.
While I’ve been presented with other

matters of concern from members of
the community, suffice to say these
are the most serious.

Let me make this point perfectly
clear. I, along with my colleagues on
this and past councils, have been sup-
portive of the recreation needs of our
youngsters and seniors alike. The
misinformation that is being perpe-
trated is simply misinformation.
There are no plans to micromanage,
change, curtail, or eliminate any of
our recreation programs, and there
are no plans to impose fees. Period!

Many have shared with me the
need for more accountability of town-
ship services and their tax dollars,
and make no mistake I have been
listening. This year’s 0 percent mu-
nicipal tax increase that was recently
proposed by our newly appointed
township manager and voted on by
the majority of your governing body
reflects my and our desire to be ac-
countable as well.

If you require further clarification
or have concerns on this matter, please
do not hesitate to reach out to me at
Town Hall. For your convenience my
telephone number is (908) 322-6700,
extension 316.

Mayor Kevin Glover
Township of Scotch Plains

At the most recent Scotch Plains
Township council meeting, the Scotch
Plains mayor and council, by a 4-1
vote, passed an ordinance that would
disband and abolish the Scotch Plains
Recreation Commission. Despite a
large crowd of supporters that in-
cluded comments from myself, and
many other leaders from a broad spec-
trum of the recreational sports com-
munity pleading with them to vote
otherwise, the council voted to dis-
band a recreation commission that
has been in effect and functioning
properly for over 60 years.

On such an important topic the
recreation community leaders were
limited to three minutes of comments,
which I personally find insulting given
that at no time throughout this pro-
cess were any of the sports programs
formally consulted on this drastic
change that was steamrolled through
by a council majority with two mem-
bers who have not even served three
months, a first time town manager,
and a combined tenure of less than
5.5 years. Yet, with all that lack of
experience, this council feels they
know more than the thousands of
citizens currently served by this com-
mission. It should be noted that as
community leaders and concerned
citizens streamed to the microphone
to condemn this radical and hasty
action, that not a single individual
came to the microphone in defense of
the council’s action to abolish the
action.

Don’t be fooled; the politicians in
the majority are purporting this
change to be nothing more than a
vote to structure the reporting mecha-
nisms. However, it has become crys-
tal clear that this is about political
agendas and total control of a histori-
cally non-partisan recreation func-
tion. This is about government over-
reach, and in the process closing their
ears to the concerns of the volunteers
who do the work to bring these great
programs to our kids, families and
neighbors.

As troubling as this behavior is,
THERE IS HOPE! I was encouraged

by the support of the prominent mem-
bers of the recreational community
here in Scotch Plains. We have only
one course of action. I and leaders of
the other sports organizations have
met and offer our full support behind
a legal petition to override this bla-
tant disregard of the wishes of the
supporters of the recreation commu-
nity.

We have the ability to legally stop
this ordinance from going into effect
if we gather the proper number of
signatures within a time period es-
tablished by law. Once we gather
those signatures we will submit them
to the municipal clerk, the ordinance
will be suspended, and the VOTERS
of Scotch Plains will decide via refer-
endum whether or not this law will go
into effect.

We ask that the voters of Scotch
Plains to please sign the petition so
this action is stopped now, and allow
a proper vote of the people to take
place. This issue should have been
considered at greater depth, and the
communication pitiful to non-exis-
tent. It was a poor rush to judgment
given the tenure of the supporting
members of the township council.
Political aims have clearly left them
blind and deaf to concerns of the
overwhelming majority of the recre-
ation community.

If you now or have ever enjoyed
the benefits of recreation in Scotch
Plains offered by the department and
all of our fine volunteers, we ask that
you support this effort by signing the
petition which will be available Mon-
day through Friday, 7 to 9 p.m. (start-
ing March 20) upstairs at Booth Field
(Westfield Road and Valley Street)
and Saturday mornings from 9 to 11
a.m. (March 21, March 28, April 4).

On behalf of all the members of
Scotch Plains sports and recreation
we thank you for your support.

Neil S. Kaufman
Scotch Plains

Wouldn’t 50 New Trees
Be Better Than One?
Many very generous Garwood,

Cranford, Westfield, Kenilworth,
Plainfield, Summit and Mountainside
residents may recall back in 2003
when they so bigheartedly donated
over $2,000 to save and transplant a
20-foot tall white spruce tree from
the Lincoln School construction site
to the St. Anne’s corner at Second
Avenue and Cedar Street. I now wish
to ask those who contributed back in
2003 for your thoughts on a new
chapter in this community story be-
gun by Garwood’s 1991 fourth grade
class.

For those who are not aware, this
tree was very unceremoniously de-
stroyed during the new senior build-
ing construction. This was despite
Garwood Planning Board and the
approved redevelopment plan re-
quirements to save the tree. The
Westfield Senior Housing Corpora-
tion was extremely professional and
responsible after this incident oc-
curred, calling me and even coming
to my house to apologize. They ac-
knowledged their contractor’s error,
and never wavered from their obliga-
tion to make things right, and imme-
diately agreed to plant a new tree of
similar size. We recently discussed
the idea – suggested by my wife
Maria – to transform the cost of re-
placing the destroyed tree – about
$5,000 – into the planting of new
street trees in the Garwood Senior
Citizen Housing site neighborhood.
Depending on the size, type and spe-
cies of tree selected, this could result
in anywhere from 15 to 50 new shade
trees in the surrounding blocks.

I am asking for your opinion on
this endeavor, as you were a part of
the initial tree preservation effort. I
think the idea of converting the plant-
ing of one evergreen tree in 1991 to
15 to 50 new trees on our borough
streets in 2015 would make a greater
long-term impact than one new tree
on the senior site. What do you think?
I look forward to hearing from you.
Thank you.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Will Enough of the Legitimate Voting Public
Pick a GOP Presidential Nominee Over Hillary?

Scotch Plains Council Fast Tracked Vote
Without Sufficient Democratic Process

During last Tuesday’s town coun-
cil meeting, four members of the
council rushed to “fast track changes”
in our town without sufficient demo-
cratic process, such as gathering in-
put from the former recreation com-
mission and representatives of the
teams and non-profits that use our
recreation services, nor from the resi-
dents of our community.

One council member was espe-
cially memorable in his assertions,
going as far as to rephrase comments
given by a resident who had stood up
to support the recreation commis-
sion. Contrary to the opinion of a
number of community speakers, this

councilman asserted that the com-
mission was political. I have to take
exception to that. The rec commis-
sion and our town library are the least
political operations in town. Funny,
isn’t it, that both organizations have
been under council attack during the
past two years.

As to the councilman’s complaint
about picking up garbage at recre-
ation sites, I and many others have
also done so when our kids were in
the recreation leagues, without re-
quiring saintly praise. The problem
has always been that the teams don’t
carry out what they bring in, contrary
to the common rule of state and na-

tional parks. With hundreds of kids
and parents on the fields and an in-
sufficient number of waste contain-
ers, don’t you think there’s going to
be a problem? Get real... The coun-
cilman then stated he didn’t know
who to get in touch with to fix the
problem. Well, why not contact the
head of the recreation commission?
And if there’s no response, then ad-
dress your concerns with the town
manager, or at the next town council
meeting. Or do you not trust that the
town council will listen to you, but
only “hear your concerns?”

Bob Fox
Scotch Plains

Millions of American citizens are
dumb-founded as to how we ever
elected an incompetent, selfish, ego-
tistical and anti-Constitutional presi-
dent. The OBAMAtization disease
of our system has left you with a
practically bankrupt country, disre-
gard for established law and order
and becoming the laughing stock of
the world’s body of politicians. No
longer do countries respect our power
militarily or economically. The big
bubble waiting to burst because of
his out of control regulations and
spending is an inflation that will make
the pensioneers pension useless, and
the affordability of what we thought
was the American Way of living un-
attainable.

To assure his dysfunctional poli-
cies, he is appointing members of his
cabinet who agree with him that the
Constitution takes second place to
his executive orders. We live moment
to moment in a world that is con-
stantly growing new wars in no small
part because of his convoluted politi-
cal edicts. He has been able to take
many of our traditional friendly coun-
tries and dispose of their good will,
and even going further to empower
our enemies.

He didn’t do it alone, the voters
who supported him twice are in
denial, since they have some
agenda, other than the long-term
best goals for America. And even
the so-called opposition in many

cases is weak-kneed and unable to
exert the courage necessary to stop
this menace.

Two questions remain. How much
more will he damage the respected
institutions that are America? The
second is, will enough of the LE-
GITIMATE voting public, on this
side of the border, support a new
president that should be a clear leader
from the Republican Party, and reject
the Hillary world, so convoluted, so
dishonest, and so politically polluted
this time around? God Bless America.
A blessing we so dearly needed at
this point in our history.

Warren Victor
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Has March Madness Become
CBS Commercial Madness?

Even those who are only occasional basketball
fans have paid attention in the past to March Mad-
ness, the college basketball championship series.
This year, though it is hard to watch the games on
television as every time a basket is made, there’s a
timeout for five or six commercials. It seems like
CBS is killing the event by commercial madness.
This may be the biggest flub since NBC screwed up
the coverage of the Olympics.

One can suffer through this coverage but keep an

alternate channel on deck, preferably a movie with
limited commercials. That means you’d have to
guess when to go back to the game. It’s hit or miss to
actually see some of the play due to the deluge of
commercials.

One has recourse. Just watch one of the endless
sports wrap-up shows.

There are many sports fanatics who probably
never notice this commercial madness. Too bad it is
getting screwed up for the many others.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Echinodermatous – Having the char-

acteristics of spines
2. Varan – The monitor lizard
3. Irideremia – Partial or total adsence

of the iris
4. Troika – A carriage drawn by three

horses abreast

PROCELLOUS
1. Stormy
2. A swift, full gallop
3. Slanted; steep
4. Strong; powerful

EURYCEROUS
1. Full of wrinkles or ridges
2. Broad-horned
3. Covered with wax
4. Having a rough and dry surface

CATADIOPTRICS
1. The act of beckoning the dead
2. Public shame; public humiliation
3. The study of the eye and its disor-

ders
4. The science of the reflection of light

and its observance
PATENA

1. Very small; petit
2. A pad tied around the waist by

women to give the hips a graceful curve
3. A grassy area in the hilly parts of

Ceylon (Sri Lanka)
4. A nectarine

See more letters on
pages 5 and 18

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Union County Freeholders
(908) 527-4200

Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Mohamed Jalloh, chair

mjalloh@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.

sdelia@ucnj.org

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
To Reach Us

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
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