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RVSA Selects Highest Cost
Proposal for Digester Lids

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Last week’s meeting
of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority Board of Commissioners sup-
ported the Authority’s recommenda-
tion to select CDM Smith as the pro-
vider of engineering services for the
digester cover and waste gas flare
replacement project. The Authority’s
biosolids disposal costs are to rise
significantly. Also, RVSA received
an award for their energy saving
works.

The single topic resulting in the
greatest discussion was the selection
of CDM Smith, Inc. of Edison as the
engineering firm to handle the di-
gester cover replacement and waste
gas flares. Three companies had sub-
mitted proposals in response to
RVSA’s request for proposal (RFP).
The three proposals were from T&M
Associates of Middletown at 978
hours and $125,564; Hazen and Saw-
yer of New York City at 1,879 hours
and $257,046; and CDM Smith at
2,886 hours and $324,670.

A points based review process was
applied to the submissions with
T&M’s proposal receiving 765 of a
possible 1,000 points, Hazen & Saw-
yer receiving 896 points, and CDM
Smith accruing 941 points. The au-
thority adjusted the amounts on two
of the submissions, correcting a math-
ematical error in T&M’s submission
and removing some costs, primarily
for an on-site engineer from CDM
Smith’s submission. The engineer
would, most of the time, be RVSA’s
staff engineer John Buonocore. At
one point, Authority Counsel Dennis
Estis of Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith
and Davis said that the construction
management portion of Hazen and
Sawyer’s submission was not close
to what was requested and probably
should have been rescored.

Several of the commissioners ques-
tioned aspects of the Authority’s sug-
gestion to award the contract to CDM
Smith. Both T&M and Hazen and
Sawyer left out some required items.
Westfield Commissioner Allen Chin
asked, “Are we sure our specs (in the
RFP) were adequate?” RVSA Execu-
tive Director Jim Meehan replied,
“Yes.” Stephen Greet, Garwood’s
commissioner, asked if the shortcom-
ing could have resulted in the two
lower bids being eliminated. Again,
Mr. Meehan’s reply was, “Yes.” It
was also noted that CDM Smith al-
lowed much more flexibility in their
proposal, permitting 50 changes

within it, versus just 12 in Hazen and
Sawyer’s submission. This would
likely result in much faster cost in-
creases if Hazen and Sawyer were
selected.

Mr. Meehan also stated that nei-
ther of the other bidders covered the
requirements of the RFP as well as
CDM Smith did. Additionally, the
RFP asked about experience with
similar projects. CDM Smith had
three projects matching the planned
project, neither of the other submitters
had as many.

Mr. Meehan elaborated further on
the Authority’s cost expectations for
the project. He said they expect to
spend between $270,000 and
$290,000 on the engineering for the
project. When Clark Commissioner
Frank Mazzarella asked, “Are you
confident there will be no significant
cost overrun?” Mr. Meehan replied
that “you can never say never,” but
unless unknown problems are found,
he expects this amount to cover the
project’s engineering needs.

A new biosolids hauling contract
was let to Spectraserve covering the
period through the end of 2017 at a
cost of $94 per ton. The rate is an
increase from a prior rate of $79 per
ton. The cost increase was blamed on
higher dumping costs. Two questions
about this were addressed, the first
was whether using the drying equip-
ment in conjunction with waste heat
from the co-generation process could
be used to dry the waste and by re-
ducing the water content, reduce the
weight of the material. The answer to
this was yes. The second, was whether
the material could be sold for use as
fertilizer. Mr. Meehan said another
authority had the market pretty well
sewn up, so breaking into it would be
difficult.

At February’s meeting, Mr. Chin
was elected as chairman of the
board, and Springfield’s Michael
Furci was voted into the vice-chair-
man position. Mr. Chin and Mr.
Mazzarella were both re-appointed
by their respective municipalities
for five-year terms as commission-
ers.

The RVSA received an Energy
Savers Award from the Association
of Environmental Authorities on
March 11th. This award recognized
new LED lighting at the Authority’s
facility and the use of natural gas in
the summer to generate additional
electricity for the facility, and thus
make more electricity available on
the grid.

BOE Hears Presentation
On Personalized Learning

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The board of edu-
cation met on Monday evening and
honored Lisa Patella, an active board
member, who recently resigned after
six years. Michael Caulfield, a former
member, was welcomed back to ful-
fill her unexpired term. The board
also viewed a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on personalized learning about
Rosemary Scholz’s fifth graders at
the Brookside Place Elementary
School.

Board President Mary Venditti pre-
sented a certificate of appreciation
and flowers to Ms. Patella, saying, “It
was an honor to work with you.”
Superintendent of Schools Gayle
Carrick echoed that sentiment, say-
ing, “It was an honor to work with
someone who put her heart and soul
into everything she did.” The board
gave Ms. Patella a standing ovation.
After the meeting, Ms. Patella said,
“The reason for leaving was that life
just got too hectic, but I’ll miss it.”
Mr. Caulfield was then sworn in to
fulfill her unexpired seat. Mr.
Caulfield had previously served on
the board for 13 years.

Ms. Carrick then introduced Rose-
mary Scholz, who is in charge of the
“personalized learning” program. Ms.
Scholz explained that the program
allows for a portion of each Friday
afternoon for the students to explore
and work on their interests or pas-
sions. “It is the passion that comes
back to you through the students,” she
said.

 The students were at the meeting
and several told the reasons that
they liked being in the program and
how much it means to them.
Brookside Place School Principal
Michael Klimko thanked the board
for its support. He praised Ms.
Scholz for taking the lead in this
project.

The PowerPoint presentation was
entitled “A Glance Into Our Class-
room.” It showed students at work on
projects they chose and designed
themselves. One student summed it
up by saying, “Personalized learning
has taught us to think for ourselves
and to expand our horizons.” Ms.
Scholz said. “It’s not that we didn’t
have some roadblocks, but students
learned time management, a level of
research, to show evidence to sup-
port their thesis, and to be a risk
taker.”

“I’m so thankful that they shared.
There is a level of interdependence,”

she said. “There is a 69-percent in-
crease in student engagement,” she
added.

Some of the personal testimony
of the students was, “It’s wonderful
that the students can go on their
own to explore new topics.” “I re-
ally like it. I learned how to re-
search and gather information.”
“I’ve learned about World War I
and World War II.” School Librar-
ian Arline McCloskey, who helped
the students with online resources,
said, “I’m proud of the fifth grad-
ers.”

Ms. Sholz concluded by saying,
“They’re a wonderful group of kids.
This is one of those things. You are
going to meet your standards. You
just have to have faith in little
people.” Superintendent Carrick
commented, “Thank you so much.
This was a dream come true for
me.”

In other business, Brian Niemsyk,
president of the Cranford Education
Association, presented the board
with a check for $1,500 for Project
Graduation. The board voted to ac-
cept a grant of $1,000 from the
Cranford Fund For Educational Ex-
cellence to support the Livingston
Avenue School’s Guided Reading
project, which allows teachers to
focus attention on improving the
reading skills of students who need
additional help.

The board changed the open work
session meeting scheduled for Mon-
day, April 13, to Monday, April 20, at
8 p.m., at the Lincoln School board
conference room on Centennial Av-
enue.

Feliz Estevez Finishes
Air Force Training

WESTFIELD — Air Force Air-
man Felix A. Estevez has graduated
from basic military training at Joint
Base San Antonio-Lackland, San
Antonio, Tex.

The airman completed an inten-
sive, eight-week program that in-
cluded training in military discipline
and studies, Air Force core values,
physical fitness, and basic warfare
principles and skills.

Airmen who complete basic train-
ing earn four credits toward an asso-
ciate in applied science degree
through the Community College of
the Air Force.

Airman Estevez is a 2010 gradu-
ate of Westfield Senior High
School.

Cranford Committee Votes
To Cut Down ‘Old Peppy’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee voted to remove “Old
Peppy,” the 200-year-old Pepperidge
tree in Lincoln Park located on Lin-
coln Avenue, at Monday’s workshop
meeting. The township committee has
debated the fate of the Pepperidge
tree for five years after tree limbs fell
and crushed a fence surrounding the
tree. Last year, Commissioner Rob-
ert D’Ambola recommended that
“Old Peppy” be cut down.

The tree advisory board was mostly
in favor of taking the tree down, Mr.
D’Ambola said.

“I’d like to see us do it quickly
before they install the new play-
ground,” Mr. D’Ambola said.

Bartlett Tree Service said it pre-
sented a low risk, but would fail.  The
tree experts look at risk and conse-
quences, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

“The consequences stated in the
Bartlett report are severe, extreme
injury or death,” Commissioner
O’Connor said. Maser Consulting,
the engineering firm hired by the
township, said in its report that the
tree was a high risk.

Tina Helmstetter, a member of the
tree advisory board, said she was in
favor of saving the tree and said the
recommendations by Bartlett would
preserve the tree. Various braces and
cables to secure the tree, and a wider,
higher fence were proposed by
Bartlett, she said. She felt that Maser
Consulting did not have the exper-
tise in tree health to make a proper
assessment of the tree’s risk of fail-
ure.

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
was against cutting down Old Peppy,
and was in favor of putting up a black
aluminum fence around the tree to
keep out pedestrians. Commissioner
O’Connor said she would like to re-
view the tree experts’ reports again
before deciding. Mayor Andis
Kalnins, Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato
and Mr. D’Ambola voted to remove
the tree.

The cost to remove the tree is
$4,000.

Mr. D’Ambola had suggested
having the tree be carved and dis-
played at the park. The carving
would cost about $20,000. Other
suggestions were a gazebo, a me-
morial plaque on the stump of the
tree, or making benches out of the
tree limbs.

The committee also voted against

a stipend increase for the commis-
sioners. Currently, each commis-
sioner receives $2,800. A proposal to
increase that to $5,000 was brought
to the table. “Increasing the salary
opens the opportunity for more people
to partake in township affairs,” said
Mayor Kalnins, who said it was rec-
ommended to him as a way to attract
more interest in public office.

Deputy Mayor Adubato said she
would support the recommendation.
Commissioners D’Ambola and
Hannen voted against the increase.

Detective Lieutenant Ed Daven-
port of the Cranford Police Depart-
ment gave a presentation to the com-
mittee on installing pedestrian safety
lighting along a crosswalk on Walnut
Avenue near the Cranford Hotel. The
crosswalk, he said, is dark and is a
blind spot to vehicular traffic. It is
heavily used by commuters of the
train station. The low-voltage lights
would be installed in the street and
activated by a push button. Police
Chief James Wozniak supported the
project. Costs were not disclosed.

“That intersection…it’s an acci-
dent waiting to happen,” Commis-
sioner O’Connor said.

During public comment, Matt
Shaw of Woodbridge asked the com-
mittee the township’s interest in
starting up a special-needs baseball
program. Mayor Kalnins recom-
mended Mr. Shaw talk with Parks
and Recreation Department Direc-
tor Steve Robertazzi,  or the
Cranford Baseball and Softball
League.

Mike Norman, a resident of Colby
Lane, asked if the committee had
heard anything about rumors of the
Union County College proposal of a
smaller athletic field than what was
proposed last year. Mayor Kalnins
said he met recently with Margaret
McMenamin, president of Union
County College, about projects go-
ing on at the college. “She told me
they weren’t planning a field,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

Mr. Norman said the area slotted
for the field previously now has stakes
with flags in the ground.

Union County had offered Oak
Ridge Park in Clark as a site for the
field, but to date there has been no
action taken by the college.
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