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Planning Bd. OKs Addition
For PSE&G Substation
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The planning board
last Wednesday night approved an
amended final site plan application
for an addition to the PSE&G substa-
tion off of South Avenue near the
Garden State Parkway and the Conrail
tracks.

Niall O’Brien, an attorney repre-
senting PSE&G, said there would be
upgrades and modifications and an
addition to the existing substation on
the nine-acre tract.

Raymond Tripodi, manager of
transmission permitt ing for
PSE&G who is also a planner and
an engineer, said a reactor tank for
the pump house, a combination
storage and maintenance building
and a distribution switching sta-
tion, which will be used to trans-
mit electricity from high-voltage
lines, are included in the project.
He said the purpose is to improve
power for the New Jersey Turn-
pike and the Garden State Park-
way as well as for Cranford and
the surrounding area.

“The modifications are for safety
and compliance,” Mr. Tripodi said.
The project, he added, will be over-
seen by the Penn Jersey Maryland
Operators, a regulatory agency which
oversees power in New Jersey and 12

other states. He said a shunt reactor is
used as a shock absorber to see if
there is a fault in the underground
line. He also said a tank with mineral
oil in it is used to cool and insulate the
system. He said the new building will
be attached to a flat start generator
which can supply power. He added it
is not often used.

Mr. Tripodi said the pump house is
close to the Garden State Parkway,
about 10.7 feet from the side yard,
and other buildings are 21 feet from
the side yard. He added that the project
is for the health, safety and the public
good. He said the project will bring
no additional traffic and have no im-
pact on the surrounding residential or
commercial properties in the area.
Mr. O’Brien called it a straight for-
ward application.

Mayor Andis Kalnins asked if the
shunt reactor would be surrounded
by a containing wall. The mayor
asked if the storage building and
the gas generator would be enclosed,
to which Mr. Tripodi responded that
they would be surrounded by an
existing fence. He also said the re-
taining wall is crumbling and it will
be replaced.

The board will meet next on
Wednesday, April 1, at 7:45 p.m., at
the municipal building, located at 8
Springfield Avenue.

FANWOOD DEM TEAM... Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, Councilman
Jack Molenaar, left, and council candidate Erin McElroy Barker pose for a photo
last Wednesday night, March 18, at a meeting of the Fanwood Democratic
Committee. The committee selected the three Fanwood residents as the party's
candidates for mayor and borough council seats in this year's borough election.
Ms. Mahr is running for a fourth term as Fanwood's mayor. Mr. Molenaar is
seeking re-election to council and Ms. McElroy Barker is running in her first race
for council.

Borough Council Focuses
On Budget and Pool

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The 2015-
2016 fiscal budget and the operation
of the Mountainside Community Pool
were discussed at the March 17 meet-
ing of the borough council.

Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli reminded
all residents that copies of the proposed
budget would soon be available for
review at the Mountainside Public Li-
brary, the borough clerk’s office and
the community’s website. A public
hearing on the budget will take place on
Tuesday, April 21 at 7:30 p.m.

Council members unanimously
voted in favor of approving a 2 per-
cent salary increase for union and
non-union borough employees and
conducted a first reading on a pro-
posed ordinance to establish what is
known as a “cap” bank pursuant to
the state law which governs munici-
pal budgets. Because of the state 2
percent cap on municipal tax in-
creases, it has become increasingly
more difficult for towns to prepare

such as Mountainside must comply
with the mandatory restrictions, while
at the same time continuing to pro-
vide essential services.

One of the ways local governments
can comply is to adopt an ordinance
to establish a “cap” bank. The legis-
lation permits the town in certain
situations, such as when pensions
and health insurance costs increase,
to increase its budget in an amount
not to exceed 3.5 percent of the pre-
ceding year’s appropriations level.
Further discussions of the cap bank
will be held at the April 21 meeting.

The council voted to approve the
hiring of several staff and lifeguards
for the summer season at the
Mountainside Pool, which will con-
tinue to be managed by Frank Masella.

In other business, Councilman
Glenn Mortimer publicly acknowl-
edged and thanked the community
and his fellow council members for
the sympathy and support which they
recently offered his wife and family
after the death of his mother-in-law.

Rajoppi, Park, LaCorte
Present Budget Requests

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders’ fiscal committee con-
tinued its budget meetings Thurs-
day, with the committee hearing
budget proposals from the county
clerk, prosecutor’s office and
county surrogate. The committee
was given an executive budget from
County Manager Al Faella of $492
million, with $336 million to be
raised in taxes, $9 million more
than last year.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi’s total
budget includes $1.9 million for salaries
and wages, the same as last year. Other
expenses are up $75,000 to $161,250
due to increased cost for office supplies
from a big increase in Passport applica-
tions. “And that includes the cost of the
film,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

Her budget includes $51,000 for
overtime and another $35,500 for
seasonal workers. Ms. Rajoppi said
these workers are needed to handle
mail-in ballot requests.

On the revenue side, the office gen-
erated $26 million in 2014 in docu-
ment recordings, the same as the prior
year. Ms. Rajoppi said recordings for
the first two months of 2015 “ex-
ceeds the past three years in revenue”
for the same time period.

Ms. Rajoppi said the clerk’s Westfield
business office expanded to do all the
functions of the Elizabeth office with
the exception of property recortings.

In 2015, she said the office will
continue to expand its e-reporting sys-
tem while continuing back scanning
documents for the property website
which currently go back to 1977.

The proposed budget for the clerk’s
election division includes $129,522
for salaries and wages, with another
$968,810 for expenses. The budget is
down about $37,000 from last year.

In her budget, Acting County Pros-
ecutor Grace Park said she is request-
ing a $35,000 victim/witness advo-

cate position, noting that the office is
“trying to strengthen our victim/wit-
ness services, particularly in our do-
mestic violence units.”

“I plan to keep the budget fiscally
conservative as I did in the past year,”
she said.

The office’s budget request is
$21,434,040, of which $20,619,040
is for salaries and wages. Overtime is
listed at $600,000.

Ms. Park, who has been acting
prosecutor since June of 2013, said
her office handled 5,000 cases last
year, 85 cases of which were tried in
court. The office also worked on 18
homicide cases that occurred in Union
County in 2014.

Ms. Park is changing the
prosecutor’s office to a vertical for-
mat whereby an assistant prosecutor
will be assigned to significant cases
from the beginning. She believes this
will lead to “early resolution” on
cases and “produce earlier prosecu-
tions” while increasing the county’s
conviction rate.

Freeholder Angel Estrada, who
chaired the meeting in the absence
of committee chairman Chris Hudak,
said the board is “very much com-
mitted that our quality of life is im-
proved.”

In his budget, Surrogate James
LaCorte said his budget has “stayed
pretty much the same.” In the execu-
tive budget, salaries and wages for
his office are listed at $972,467 with
a little less than $30,000 in expenses.

Mr. LaCorte noted that Arlene
Verniero, a 33-year employee of the
surrogate’s office, is retiring as of
April. He said she is a probate special
deputy in the office. He said he is
transferring Ms. Verniero’s duties to
other staff although he hopes to hire
another person. He said his budget
request includes three-quarters of her
salary of $88,000.

In 2014 the office adjudicated more
than 2,500 estate matters, mostly
cases involving deceased persons who
died without a will.

He said his office holds night hours
four times a month in Linden,
Cranford, Union and Summit. He
also visits people who are shut-ins in
their homes.

Among his 2015 initiatives, Mr.
LaCorte wants to improve outreach
to minority communities, especially
the Hispanic community.

County Looks to Extend
Health Contract at Jail

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — County freeholders
last Thursday considered a resolu-
tion to extend a contract with Corizon
Health of NJ for another two months
as the county reviews proposals from
other companies interested in pro-
viding health-care services for in-
mates at the county jail and detainees
at the juvenile detention center.

The contract extension, which
would run from April 1 through May
15, would cost $900,389.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said four or five additional
companies proposals have to be re-
viewed, at which point a recom-
mendation will be made on which
firm to offer the contract. He also
said if the county opts to go with a
different company there will need
to be a transitional period from
Corizon to the new vendor.

“The real issue now is what is cov-
ered because of the Affordable Care
Act,” he said. He said the cost of
inmates hospitalized for more than
24 hours is now picked up by Medic-
aid. Medications, as well as if an
inmate needs to go into drug treat-
ment, are now covered through Med-
icaid.

“So that will be a savings (to the
county),” Mr. Guzzo said.

Another resolution would enable
the county to house its female juve-
nile detainees at the Bergen County

Juvenile Detention Center. Bergen
also will be the primary facility used
in the event that Union detainees and
Hudson County detainees cannot be
accommodated at the Union County
detention center in Linden due to
overcrowding. Union County signed
an agreement last year with Hudson
to house all of Hudson’s detainees at
the Linden facility.

 The board also considered a num-
ber of road improvement contracts.
Foggia Trinity Electric, LLC of
Scotch Plains is set to get a $249,892
contract for improvements to the
intersection of North Broad Street
and Central Avenue in Hillside. Tif-
fany Electric of Fairfield is to get
the $455,777 contract for improve-
ments to Magie Avenue at Summit
Road and Magie Avenue/Lincoln
Avenue at Galloping Hill Road in
Elizabeth.

The next board meeting will be
tonight, Thursday, March 26, at 7
p.m.

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com
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ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC
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STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF
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DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885
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DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

Menendez Responds to
Pending Fed. Charges

GARWOOD — U.S. Sen. Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) visited The Pen
Company of America, a factory in
Garwood, on Tuesday to highlight
his legislation that is intended to re-
ward companies that keep jobs in the
U.S. However, the 20 reporters, pho-
tographers, and TV news camera op-
erators were there to seek the
Senator’s comments regarding pend-
ing federal corruption charges against
him, NJ Advance Media reported.
The corruption charges are said to be
focused on Sen. Menendez’ relation-
ship with friend and campaign donor
Salomon Melgen.

“I’ll say the same thing I said two
weeks ago when there was a different
press report, and that is that I have
always acted appropriately and le-
gally,” Sen. Menendez said, accord-

ing to the NJ Advance Media report.
The New Jersey Law Journal has

reported that Sen. Menendez has hired
attorney Abbe Lowell, who repre-
sented former Democratic vice-presi-
dential nominee John Edwards and
former lobbyist Jack Abramoff, to
represent him.

Under Sen. Menendez legislation,
companies that do not outsource jobs
and hire veterans, could  qualify for
the America Star program and use its
logo as a "badge of honor" in market-
ing their products, NJ Advance Me-
dia reported,

Attending the event were Garwood
Borough Council members Bill
Nierstedt and Ann Tarantino,  State
Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Eliza-
beth), Union County Freeholder Bruce
Bergen and Sheriff Joseph Cryan.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES


