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budget was the intention to rent goats
for the removal of poison ivy and the
invasive species Japanese Knotweed
which is running rampant at the six-
acre nature center. Both of these plants
are difficult to remove effectively by
hand because the roots remain in the
ground and the plants come back. In
recent years, local troops of Girl
Scouts have come in to pull the weeds;
however, now they are just too wide-
spread. Over the last 10 years the
Fanwood Environmental Commis-
sion has come to the governing body
asking for the goats.

Goats pull up the weeds by the
roots and eliminate the problem natu-
rally without the use of pesticides or
chemicals that would go against the
mission of the nature center. The total
cost would be around $10,000. Mayor
Colleen Mahr pointed out that this
method has been used effectively at
“the Summit Arboretum [which had]
this exact problem and… they brought
in goats in the last year” to eradicate
this problem. Additionally, this tech-
nique has been used at the Sandy
Hook Environmental Center.
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FW Budget

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
TOP ENTREPRENEUR…Amy Boroff of Fanwood,  center, receives the Entre-
preneur Award from Commission on Status of Women member Cheryl Pantina
and flowers from Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, right.

Westfield, will see their taxes in-
creased by $50 for the year, or $4.17
a month, to support the municipal
budget.

The lax levy increase is 1.78 per-
cent over last year’s budget and is
lower than the state mandated 2 per-
cent tax levy cap.

By state law, municipalities are al-
lowed exceptions every year permit-
ting them to go over the 2 percent tax
levy cap law for specific reasons such
as increases in debt service, increases
in pensions and health care costs for
municipal employees or emergen-
cies such as Hurricane Sandy.

Mr. Gildea pointed out that the
finance policy committee kept the
tax levy increase below the cap with-
out resorting to the use of any such
exemptions.

Mr. Gildea also stated that the bud-
get includes an increase to the town’s
capital budget “to accommodate ad-
ditional capital work including road

MS BOE Hears Proposal
On New School Mascot
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board of
education heard a detailed presentation
at their Tuesday night meeting from
several eighth grade students from
Deerfield School on the results of their
investigation into the historically accu-
racy and student attitudes toward the
school mascot, the Deerfield Indian.

The students, who were supported
by their teachers, Bryan Young and
Cathy Cirotti, began their presentation
by noting, unlike other communities,
which depict their school mascot on
uniforms, banners, and other consumer
products, the only depiction of the
Deerfield Indian is on a welcome mat at
the school entrance.

A second speaker described the stu-
dents e-mail correspondence with rep-
resentatives of the Lenni Lenape tribe
who explained that the Deerfield
Indian’s logo is historical inaccurate
because it depicts a Native American
wearing a war bonnet which was used
by Native Americans in the Great Plains,
not the Woodland Indians who inhab-

ited the New Jersey region. Additional
student advocates shared the results of
their survey of the Deerfield commu-
nity. They noted that an overwhelming
majority of the students (366 out of
496) knew what the mascot was and
over 60 percent were willing to partici-
pate in a possible redesign.

The students presented a proposed
work plan which includes working with
their Guidance Counselor, Heather
Goldstein, to create a lesson plan on
school pride and sprit and the role
which a mascot can play in a school
community, soliciting proposals for
possible new mascots from the student
body, partnering with the art depart-
ment to create models of a possible new
mascot which will be voted on by the
students. All new proposed designs
will maintain the school colors so they
can avoid the expense of new uni-
forms, be appropriate for an educa-
tional environment, and be approved
by the school’s principal.

The board commended the students
on the quality and depth of their pre-
sentation and voted in favor of allow-
ing them to continue to investigate the
mascot issue.

Nancy Lubarsky, chief school ad-
ministrator, honored four members of
the Mountainside school community
who were the recipients of the 2014-
2015 Governor’s Teacher Recognition
Award.

The award acknowledges teachers
who exhibit outstanding performance.
The criteria for the selection of the
recipient of the awards includes the use
of effective use of effective instruc-
tional techniques and methods, estab-
lishment of productive classroom cli-
mate and rapport with students and
development of feelings of self-worth
and love of learning in students.

The awards were given to Lori
Rubino, who has been a paraprofes-
sional at Beechwood School for more
than 15 years; Julie Goerlich, special
services secretary at Deerfield, who
has worked with the child study team
for 23 years; Lisa Bruno, who has been
a nurse at Beechwood School for al-
most seven years, and Evan Morris
who has been the district’s social worker
for more than six years. For each of the
award’s recipients, Ms. Lubarsky shared
with the public the comments which
the students and parents in the commu-
nity made during the award nomina-
tion process which demonstrated the
commitment to the students and pas-
sion for learning which these individu-
als have demonstrated.

In other business, Ms. Lubarsky
thanked the PTA for the support they
provided during the recent spring
fundraiser and science fair and board
member Jeane Parker, who is the com-
munities liaison with the Berkeley
Heights school district, advised the
public that the Berkeley Heights Town-
ship Council had changed some of
their parking ordinances and the Ber-
keley Heights Police Department would
now be strictly enforcing the prohibi-
tion on parking on residential streets in
the vicinity of Governor Livingston
High School.

 In connection with the ongoing dis-
pute with Berkeley Heights over more
than $900,000 in alleged tuition under-
payments by Mountainside, the Moun-
tainside board voted to retain the ser-
vices of a forensic accountant and to
prepare and solicit Requests for Pro-
posals (RFPs) from neighboring school
districts who could be possible candi-
dates for replacing Governor Livingston
as the high school used by Mountain-
side high school students.

The board’s next meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 28.
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Westfield Council
paving, new equipment purchases and
other infrastructure repairs.”

The budget also includes moneys
to enhance the town’s website.

Mr. Gildea stated that the proposed
2015 budget will soon be available
online on the town’s website, located
at www.westfieldnj.gov and that
members of the public may be heard
regarding the proposed budget at the
next town council meeting.

In other news, the council approved
the demolition of single-family dwell-
ings located at 1718 Florida Street,
321 Orenda Circle and 925 Willow
Grove Road and a detached garage
located at 251 Walnut Street.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 14, at 7 p.m.,
at the municipal building located at
425 East Broad Street. The confer-
ence session will be immediately fol-
lowed by the council’s regular public
meeting at 7:45 p.m.
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County

Clerk’s Office to Get Funds
To Purge, Maintain Records

division of the public works depart-
ment saw an increase of $1.2 million
with an expenses increase of
$379,000, attributed to the collapsed
division of hospital management that
now appears in general facilities man-
agement.

The major difference for 2015 was
the proposal to hire a new employee
in the board of elections to count
mail-in ballots and detect voter fraud.
Last year Union County rejected 371
ballots due to fraud which was deter-
mined because all of those ballots
had the same handwriting.

The final budget will be presented
to the public and be open for com-
ment sometime in early April.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Council members
have agreed to shift $4,500 slated for
the planning board to the borough
clerk’s office to begin purging and
maintaining records, one of several
long-term capital projects discussed
March 19 at a second council meet-
ing on the municipal budget.

The money was moved after plan-
ning board member and Council
President Bill Nierstedt said at the
initial hearing on March 12 that he
felt the expenditure for the develop-
ment oversight authority was unnec-
essary. After consulting with Steven
Greet, Council Finance Chairman
Louis Petruzzelli said the planning
board chairman agreed, and the
money was freed for other uses.

The decision leaves the 2015 bud-
get, still to be formally introduced, at
$7.8 million, including a tax hike of
approximately $85 for a home as-
sessed at $100,000. Council mem-
bers cut $21,000 from the spending
plan at the March 12 meeting, the
biggest portion — $5,000 — coming
from police overtime.

Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma requested the funding for
the records maintenance at last
Thursday’s meeting, hoping to bring
in an intern during the summer to
begin sorting documents for destruc-
tion and digitization.

In other matters, the council agreed
to spend $59,000 to purchase a re-

placement for the police/fire dispatch
console ($41,000) – parts of which
date back to 1983 — and a dictaphone
($18,000) to record calls to the emer-
gency line.

Using a capital bond for the pur-
chase was proposed but was deferred
until the board could get input from
Mr. Nierstedt, who was absent.

Additionally, the council agreed to
have Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello begin to seek estimates
for sidewalk replacement in several
areas to coincide with road resurfac-
ing and repair. The finance commit-
tee has estimated the cost to be be-
tween $60,000 and $80,000.

That expenditure would be paid
for with a bond, as would $27,000 for
a Ford Explorer sport-utility vehicle
to replace the 13-year-old model be-
ing used by the fire safety inspection
officer. The council agreed to seek
lease bids for the SUV after rejecting
another request by the fire depart-
ment to replace the 1997 Chevy Sub-
urban used by Fire Chief Michael
Tharaldsen.

The documentation issue ac-
counted for the largest single part of
the council’s approximate one-hour-
and-15-minute discussion.

Ms. Ariemma noted how the
borough’s records are becoming un-
manageable, with the town running
out of space to properly store them.
Some need to be purged. Others need
to be retained as required by state
statute, and others contain historical
value to the town.

“We have an actual book disinte-
grating,” she said. “It’s not the Decla-
ration of Independence, but you’re
required to preserve that.”

Furthermore, the borough is still
keeping its tax maps on paper, she
said, which causes problems when
certain requests are made, like desig-
nating distances to determine com-
pliance with laws or ordinances.

“I have to use a protractor,” she
explained. “It’s time to start looking
at tech a little more closely, and get-
ting on board with neighboring
towns.”
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SPF BOE
The tentative budget was approved.

The lone dissenter was Betty Anne
Woerner. Ms. Woerner told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“Right now there is a disagreement
over prioritizing and spending. Hope-
fully it will be resolved before the
final budget is brought up for a vote.”
She declined to be more specific.

In other business, the Girls’ Raider
swim team was honored for winning
the state girls championship. The team
also is the Union County Conference
Team of the Year, North II Group B
Section Champions and the Public G
Girls Swimming State Champions.
Coach Hulnik was congratulated for
being named Girls’ Swimming Coach
of the Year by N.J.com.

Board member Trip Whitehouse
urged the community to come out and
support a Comedy Night on Friday,
May 1, at 8 p.m., in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Auditorium,
starring Scotch Plains’ own Mike
Marino. The show is sponsored by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice
Hockey Association to celebrate its
10th anniversary. The show is for
persons age 16 and older. Tickets are
$25 each. Proceeds will help fund the
high-school ice hockey teams. Tick-
ets are available at
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/
1358379 or Posh Car Wash or by e-
m a i l i n g
Ddanna.DellBene@yahoo.com.

Mountainside Wraps
Up Vacant Lot Issue

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The planning
board and the board of adjustment
both met on Tuesday evening.

The board had an unresolved issue
with Don Don Realty Company,
which had bought property left va-
cant after a historic house was re-
moved and put next to the historic
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House near
the Mountainside Public Library on
Constitution Plaza.

The corner property left vacant is
located at 90 New Providence Road
and 903 Mountain Avenue. Don Don
Realty intends to redevelop the prop-
erty and place one or possibly two
retail stores there. The issue was that,
since the house had been removed,
there has been a gaping hole on the
property in which people had begun
to dump garbage. Approval for the
site renovation was dependent on the
filling of the hole to prevent any more
dumping.

Board Chairman John Tomaine
announced that the issue had been
resolved and the Don Don Realty
application for renovation and devel-
opment could move forward.

HAPPY 93rd BIRTHDAY…Editor David Corbin of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times displays his work to his mother, Eleanor B. Corbin, in Peachtree City, Ga.
last weekend while visiting on her 93rd birthday. Sister Honey Corbin, standing
with Mr. Corbin, hosts the celebration.

Read opinions on the
dissolution of the Scotch

Plains Recreation
Commission in

Letters to the Editor
on Pages 4 and 5


