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Fanwood Council Trying To
Reduce Proposed Budget

School BOE OKs Tentative
Operating Budget of $86.4 Mil.
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By THOMAS VAN DUYNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil gathered at a special meeting last
Thursday to try to make cuts to the
proposed 2015 municipal budget af-
ter realizing that the current plan
would result in a drastic increase in
taxes for average homeowners within
the borough.

Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins said that when designing the
tentative 2015 budget a 2-percent in-
crease was anticipated in county taxes,
but information came to the council
that the figure would reflect closer to
a 2.78-percent increase. In total, if the
budget were passed as it stands, the

increase in taxes would result in about
a $200 jump per household when
county, school and municipal taxes
are factored.

The council proceeded to go
through the budget in an attempt to
find $100,000 that could be cut in
order to lessen the burden on taxpay-
ers. This would save about $30 per
household, according to Councilman
Russell Huegel.

Another rise in expenses came from
the Plainfield Area Regional Sewer-
age Authority (PARSA). The total
amount of sewage produced by a town
is measured by a meter in the pipes in
terms of what is called flow. Cur-
rently, Fanwood’s flow has increased,

causing its PARSA bill to rise by
$37,000. All towns that have access
to PARSA experienced an increase in
their bill except for South Plainfield,
which recently saw the closure of the
Campbell’s Soup factory, which de-
creased the municipality’s flow.

A concern was raised amongst the
council that part of the increase in
flow has resulted from faulty or old
pipes that allow rain water in and
therefore increase the borough’s flow.
Previously, evidence has been pre-
sented to the council that shows an
increase in the borough’s flow on
days with substantial rainfall.
Fanwood’s current budget includes a
public works project that would in-
volve spending $75,000 on mapping
the drains to find out where and if the
pipes need to be fixed. As of the end
of the meeting this project had been
scrapped until future years.

Additionally, Fanwood is in the
process of replacing its police cars,
many of which are more than five
years old and some of which date
back to 1998. The borough plans to
purchase one or two a year for 10
years. This year officials had slated to
purchase two more, one through
grants and one through tax revenue;
however, the second proposed car
was cut, with the plan to look at it
again next year.

The proposed skate park was
brought up as a possible project to
cut. Currently that project is set to
cost $25,000 that has not already been
set aside or provided for by grants
based on a $250,000 projection. This
price could go up once the project
goes out to bid. Councilman Dan
Levine told the council it was reason-
able that programs were being cut
and that there were “more things on
the list than can reasonably be done.”

One project that was added to the

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
last Thursday evening, approved its
tentative budget. The district is plan-
ning to advance the full-day kinder-
garten initiative. Board members also
honored the girls’ swim team and
Coach Jess Hulnik for capturing the
state title.

Business Administrator/Board Sec-

retary Deborah Saridaki gave a
PowerPoint presentation on the ten-
tative budget. Proposed are increases
in almost every aspect of the operat-
ing budget as follows: salaries for
2015-2016 are at $48,791,637, in the
2014-2015 budget they were
$47,592,295; benefits for 2015-2016
are at $16,171,136, compared to
$15,732,590 last year; tuition for
2015-2016 is at $6,719,966, for the
2014-2015 budget it was $6,778,031;
facilities/maintenance for 2015-2016
is $3,652,248, for 2014-2015 it was
$3,383,929; transportation costs for
2015-2016 are $2,750,230, for 2014-
2015 they were $2,734,851; capital
expenditures for 2015-2016 are at
$2,450,039, for 2014-2015 they were
$2,206,291; other expenses for 2015-
2016 are $5,825,029, in 2014-2015
they were $5,712,979.

The total operating budget for 2015-
2016 is $86,360,285 compared to
$84,140,956 in 2014-2015.

Ms. Saridaki said the following
staff increases were required for the
2015-2016 school year: one high-
school physical education teacher; a
middle-school basic skills teacher; a
middle-school nurse; two middle-
school special-education teachers and
an aide (self-contained) and a super-
visor of special education. In all, it is
an increase of seven staff positions.

She said, “We have continued to
fund maintenance and capital projects
within our budget.” She continued,
“Using banked cap from the 2012-
2013 tax rate, the board has identified
$779,415 that can be used in the base
budget. The board is recommending
using this banked cap for staffing
needs and the remainder will be used
toward funding construction projects
required to advance full-day kinder-
garten.” Ms. Saridaki pointed out that
the largest portion of the budget will
be for salaries (57 percent); the next
largest portion for benefits (19 per-
cent).

The proposed budget will cost the
taxpayers of Scotch Plains
$65,484,279. The impact on the aver-
age home will be a $285.50 hike or a
percentage increase of 3.73. The pro-
posed tax levy for Fanwood residents
will be $18,027,754. The impact on
the average Fanwood home will be a
$51.96 increase or an increase of
0.79 percent.

Ms. Saridaki said the state aid fig-
ures are the same as the last school
year, $3,247,508. She said federal
aid for Medicaid is $25,619; for 2014-
2015 it was $18,471. The total state
and federal aid for this year is
$3,273,127. For the 2014-2015 school
year it was $3,265,979.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN TIMES … New Jersey Makers Day, a statewide, single-day event, was held at the Scotch Plains Library on Saturday.
Pictured are Emma and Satig Palian. Throughout the day, a variety of drop-in projects and activities were available such
as the basics of knitting for adults to making a piggy bank out of recycled materials for kids.

Courtesy of Bill Klimas
FIRST DAY OF SPRING?…  The first full day of spring in Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains was met by several inches of snow on Friday, but all the white stuff
was gone by Sunday.

Photo Courtesy of Garwood Councilwoman Ann Tarantino
SENATORIAL VISIT... Employees of Penn Company of America  in Garwood
on Tuesday greet Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), center, while he was there
to discuss his legislation that would reward companies that keep jobs in the
United States. New York City reporters, however, were there to get the Senator’s
comments on federal corruption charges he faces. See story on page 2.
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WF Taxes to Go Up $466,642
In $38.7-Mil. Munic. Budget

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular pub-
lic meeting this past Tuesday evening,
the town council presented the mu-
nicipal budget for 2015 of
$38,671,928, an increase from the
2014 budget of $935,421 with
$26,652,160 to be raised in property
taxes, a $466,642 increase from last
year’s tax levy of $26,185,518.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky made some
introductory remarks about the pro-
posed budget. “The budget process is
a year-long process, it continues, it’s
regularly going on. Late, late in the
year and early in the following year,
it really kicks in a lot.

“Every time I’m in this building, it
seems like Councilman (Sam) Della
Fera and his committee is here work-
ing on the 2015 budget. We’ve been
very fortunate with all the chairs
(chairpersons of the finance commit-
tee) we’ve had here, they have been
very talented people, very bright and
have really served the Town of

Westfield well.”
The finance policy committee con-

sists of Councilman Frank Arena,
Councilman Mark Lo Grippo (vice-
chairperson), Councilwoman Jo Ann
Neylan and is chaired by Council-
man Della Fera.

Mr. Della Fera stated he was satis-
fied with the proposed budget. “One
of the most important responsibili-
ties we have (as council members) is
to be responsible stewards of other
people’s money. We’re also taxpay-
ers in this town. I know I wanted to
know before I was on council that
folks on this dais were having my
best interests in mind and looking to
spend my money carefully to provide
me the best value for my tax dollars.
I think this budget does just that,”
concluded Mr. Della Fera.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
then presented the proposed budget
via a Powerpoint presentation.

The owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment in

Freeholders Hold Final
County Budget Meeting

By THOMAS VAN DUYNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The county held its
final meeting for budget discussions
on Tuesday, hearing presentations
from the departments of public works,
human services and the Cornerstone
psychological unit at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital as well as the board
of elections. The main concern for
the night was over the issue of addi-
tional personnel needed in many de-
partments to keep up with public
demand and safety concerns.

Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo spoke to the freeholders over
his concern for the Division of Juve-
nile Detention and the Division of
Social Services, and their need for
additional staff and resources.

Recently, in a move that solidified
the closing of the Hudson County
Juvenile Detention Center, Union
County has guaranteed 20 beds at a
rate of $230 per diem with a $10
increase for next year. Mr. Guzzo
noted that the average population at
the Hudson center was around “29 to
30” and that the Union County center
“will exceed those beds guaranteed
to them.” Additionally, a federal pro-
gram has leased 10 beds at the deten-
tion center at all times.

Mr. Guzzo noted that only one to
two beds are filled on an average day.
The federal contract will produce $1.1
million in revenue over the next year,
he said. While these contracts are
being fulfilled there will be no fe-
males held at the detention center in
Linden.

Overall the juvenile detention bud-
get has increased from $5,991,181 to
$7,165,049. A large part of that jump
comes from a $315,000 increase in
salaries which is being marked for
the creation of six positions. The rea-
son for this stems from a lack of
current supervision in the center.

Diana Yost, the superintendent of the
detention center, initially asked for
more individuals.

“Currently, at the Union County
facility we’re operating with only
two supervisors,” and 70 line staff,
Ms. Yost noted, saying that she and
her assistant were performing the
duties of a supervisor and observed,
“We are severely short staffed in ad-
ministration and line staff supervi-
sion.” The lack of supervision has
lead to a breakdown of the chain of
command, both Ms. Yost and Mr.
Guzzo agreed.

The other major jump in the health
services budget, Mr. Guzzo said, was
from the division of social services.
After experiencing a $3.5-million in-
crease, the division is now presenting
a budget of $43 million for the 2015
fiscal year. This is due largely to the
creation of 24 new positions for this
year. The expenses portion also saw a
large increase due primarily to the
loss of grants. Freeholder Angel
Estrada noted that “since 2008 the
poverty level has increased approxi-
mately 16 percent and, ironically,
grant funding has decreased by about
16 percent.”

The department of human services
also presented on the Cornerstone
unit, which is now being leased pri-
vately. The unit’s budget is down
significantly since it changed hands;
however, it is also looking to add
positions. The state requires a roughly
two to one ratio of  hospital workers
to patients and as such they are at-
tempting to create seasonal jobs to
cover for full-time workers who go
on vacation.

The other departments on Tuesday
presented relatively flat budgets
though they were also plagued by
loss of grant money for existing pro-
grams. The facilities management

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
FESTIVE AND FUN...Two-year-old Violet Ramos of Garwood works on her
Easter egg Tuesday afternoon at Be Craftful on Martine Avenue. She has four
eggs to pick from for Saturday's egg-decorating contest at Fanwood's annual
Easter Egg Hunt at Forest Road Park.


