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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

An America’s Top Dentist
by

Consumer Research
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2014

HAPPY 93rd BIRTHDAY…Editor David Corbin of The Westfield Leader dis-
plays his work to his mother, Eleanor B. Corbin, in Peachtree City, Ga. last
weekend while visiting on her 93rd birthday. Sister Honey Corbin, standing with
Mr. Corbin, hosts the celebration.

Courtesy of The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
RESCUED… In the early morning of March 12, the Rahway Fire Department
was called to rescue a swimming deer from the final settling tank at the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority. The deer was lifted from the tank and allowed to
recover from its ordeal.
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and repair. The finance committee has
estimated the cost to be between
$60,000 and $80,000.

That expenditure would be paid for
with a bond, as would $27,000 for a
Ford Explorer sport-utility vehicle to
replace the 13-year-old model being
used by the fire safety inspection of-
ficer. The council agreed to seek lease
bids for the SUV after rejecting an-
other request by the fire department to
replace the 1997 Chevy Suburban used
by Fire Chief Michael Tharaldsen.

The documentation issue accounted
for the largest single part of the
council’s approximate one-hour-and-
15-minute discussion.

Ms. Ariemma noted how the
borough’s records are becoming un-
manageable, with the town running
out of space to properly store them.
Some need to be purged. Others need
to be retained as required by state
statute, and others contain historical
value to the town.

“We have an actual book disinte-
grating,” she said. “It’s not the Decla-
ration of Independence, but you’re
required to preserve that.”

Furthermore, the borough is still
keeping its tax maps on paper, she
said, which causes problems when
certain requests are made, like desig-
nating distances to determine compli-
ance with laws or ordinances.

“I have to use a protractor,” she
explained. “It’s time to start looking at
tech a little more closely, and getting
on board with neighboring towns.”

2014 school year and the tentative
tuition for the 2015-2016 budget are
calculated in accordance with the
applicable state law.

In other business, Nancy Lubarsky,
chief school administrator, advised
the group that the administration of
the statewide standardized test known
as the PARCC began in early March
and has gone smoothly in large part
because of the technology infrastruc-
ture improvements which were made
possible because of the passage of
the last year’s budget referendum. In
addition, she advised the public that
if the district does not use the two
remaining snow days the borough’s
schools will close Monday, April 6,
and Friday, May 22.

In other news, the council approved
the demolition of single-family dwell-
ings located at 1718 Florida Street,
321 Orenda Circle and 925 Willow
Grove Road and a detached garage
located at 251 Walnut Street.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 14, at 7 p.m.,
at the municipal building located at
425 East Broad Street. The confer-
ence session will be immediately fol-
lowed by the council’s regular public
meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Commissioner Hannen said. He also
said he would “have a difficult time
supporting an ordinance,” referring
to a tree ordinance the township is
working on, that would prohibit
residents from removing trees on
their property for safety purposes if
the township removes Old Peppy
for safety reasons.

Commissioner D’Ambola and
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato both
said the risk of the tree falling down
and hitting a child is one they are
not willing to accept.

“I cannot place a dollar amount
on the life of a child, or anyone for
that matter, when we can eliminate
this risk altogether,” Mr. D’Ambola
said.

Mr. D’Ambola added that the in-
surance company would not cover
a lawsuit should the tree cause in-
jury to a person.

“It is not a casual decision,”
Deputy Mayor Adubato said. “We
are charged with looking out for the
welfare of all of our citizens.”

Mayor Kalnins announced that
members of the Mayors Council
Rahway River Flood Control trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. to meet
with representatives in regards to
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
study of the Rahway River flood
control alternatives. The council
asked representatives for “friendly
pressure” of the Army Corps to com-
plete the study and then begin the
flood mitigation work. He said the
representatives have been receptive.
He thanked U.S. Senators Bob
Menendez and Cory Booker and
Congressman Leonard Lance for
their support.

During Ms. Adubato’s commis-
sioner comments, she acknowl-
edged the passing of her uncle Jack,
who she called “a proud Irish-
American.”

“Our family has lost a patriarch,
and an amazing father, uncle and
friend,” Ms. Adubato said.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board of
education heard a detailed presentation
at its Tuesday night meeting from sev-
eral eighth-grade students from
Deerfield School on the results of their
investigation into the historical accu-
racy and student attitudes toward the
school mascot, the Deerfield Indian.

The students, who were supported
by their teachers, Bryan Young and
Cathy Cirotti, began their presenta-
tion by noting, unlike other communi-
ties, which depict their school mascot
on uniforms, banners and other con-
sumer products, the only depiction of
the Deerfield Indian is on a welcome
mat at the school entrance.

A second speaker described the stu-
dents’ e-mail correspondence with rep-
resentatives of the Lenni Lenape tribe
who explained that the Deerfield
Indian’s logo is historically inaccurate
because it depicts a Native American
wearing a war bonnet, which was used
by Native Americans in the Great Plains,

not the Woodland Indians who inhab-
ited the New Jersey region. Additional
student advocates shared the results of
their survey of the Deerfield commu-
nity. They noted that an overwhelming
majority of the students (366 out of
496) knew what the mascot was and
over 60 percent were willing to partici-
pate in a possible redesign.

The students presented a proposed
work plan which includes working with
their guidance counselor, Heather
Goldstein, to create a lesson plan on
school pride and sprit and the role
which a mascot can play in a school
community, soliciting proposals for
possible new mascots from the student
body, and partnering with the art de-
partment to create models of a possible
new mascot which will be voted on by
the students. All new proposed designs
will maintain the school colors so they
can avoid the expense of new uni-
forms, be appropriate for an educa-
tional environment and be approved by
the school’s principal.

The board commended the students
on the quality and depth of their pre-
sentation and voted in favor of allow-
ing them to continue to investigate the
mascot issue.

Nancy Lubarsky, chief school ad-
ministrator, honored four members of
the Mountainside school community
who were the recipients of the 2014-
2015 Governor’s Teacher Recognition
Award.

The award acknowledges teachers
who exhibit outstanding perfor-
mance. The criteria for the selection
of the recipient of the awards in-
cludes use of effective instructional
techniques and methods, establish-
ment of productive classroom cli-
mate and rapport with students and
development of feelings of self-worth
and love of learning in students.

The awards were given to Lori
Rubino, who has been a paraprofes-
sional at Beechwood School for more
than 15 years; Julie Goerlich, special
services secretary at Deerfield, who
has worked with the child study team
for 23 years; Lisa Bruno, who has been
a nurse at Beechwood School for al-
most seven years, and Evan Morris,
who has been the district’s social worker
for more than six years. For each of the
award’s recipients, Ms. Lubarsky shared
with the public the comments which
the students and parents in the commu-
nity made during the award nomina-
tion process which demonstrated the
commitment to the students and pas-
sion for learning which these individu-
als have demonstrated.

In other business, Ms. Lubarsky
thanked the PTA for the support it
provided during the recent spring
fundraiser and science fair, and board
member Jeane Parker, who is the
community’s liaison with the Berkeley
Heights school district, advised the
public that the Berkeley Heights Town-
ship Council had changed some of its
parking ordinances and the Berkeley
Heights Police Department would now
be strictly enforcing the prohibition on
parking on residential streets in the
vicinity of Governor Livingston High
School.

 In connection with the ongoing
dispute with Berkeley Heights over
more than $900,000 in alleged tu-
ition underpayments by Mountain-
side, the Mountainside board voted
to retain the services of a forensic
accountant and to prepare and solicit
Requests for Proposals (RFPs) from
neighboring school districts who
could be possible candidates for re-
placing Governor Livingston as the
high school used by Mountainside
students.

The board’s next meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 28.

Freeholders Hold Final
County Budget Meeting

By THOMAS VAN DUYNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The county held its
final meeting for budget discussions
on Tuesday, hearing presentations
from the departments of public
works, human services and the Cor-
nerstone psychological unit at
Runnells Specialized Hospital as
well as the board of elections. The
main concern for the night was over
the issue of additional personnel
needed in many departments to keep
up with public demand and safety
concerns.

Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo spoke to the freeholders over
his concern for the Division of Ju-
venile Detention and the Division
of Social Services, and their need
for additional staff and resources.

Recently, in a move that solidi-
fied the closing of the Hudson
County Juvenile Detention Center,
Union County has guaranteed 20
beds at a rate of $230 per diem with
a $10 increase for next year. Mr.
Guzzo noted that the average popu-
lation at the Hudson center was
around “29 to 30” and that the Union
County center “will exceed those
beds guaranteed to them.” Addi-
tionally, a federal program has
leased 10 beds at the detention cen-
ter at all times.

Mr. Guzzo noted that only one to
two beds are filled on an average
day. The federal contract will pro-
duce $1.1 million in revenue over
the next year, he said. While these
contracts are being fulfilled there
will be no females held at the deten-
tion center in Linden.

Overall the juvenile detention
budget has increased from
$5,991,181 to $7,165,049. A large
part of that jump comes from a
$315,000 increase in salaries which
is being marked for the creation of
six positions. The reason for this
stems from a lack of current super-
vision in the center. Diana Yost, the

superintendent of the detention cen-
ter, initially asked for more indi-
viduals.

“Currently, at the Union County
facility we’re operating with only
two supervisors,” and 70 line staff,
Ms. Yost noted, saying that she and
her assistant were performing the
duties of a supervisor and observed,
“We are severely short staffed in
administration and line staff super-
vision.” The lack of supervision has
lead to a breakdown of the chain of
command, both Ms. Yost and Mr.
Guzzo agreed.

The other major jump in the health
services budget, Mr. Guzzo said,
was from the division of social ser-
vices. After experiencing a $3.5-
million increase, the division is now
presenting a budget of $43 million
for the 2015 fiscal year. This is due
largely to the creation of 24 new
positions for this year. The expenses
portion also saw a large increase
due primarily to the loss of grants.
Freeholder Angel Estrada noted that
“since 2008 the poverty level has
increased approximately 16 percent
and, ironically, grant funding has
decreased by about 16 percent.”

The department of human ser-
vices also presented on the Corner-
stone unit, which is now being
leased privately. The unit’s budget
is down significantly since it
changed hands; however, it is also
looking to add positions. The state
requires a roughly two to one ratio
of  hospital workers to patients and
as such they are attempting to cre-
ate seasonal jobs to cover for full-
time workers who go on vacation.

The other departments on Tues-
day presented relatively flat bud-
gets though they were also plagued
by loss of grant money for existing
programs. The facilities manage-
ment division of the public works
department saw an increase of $1.2
million with an expenses increase
of $379,000, attributed to the col-
lapsed division of hospital man-
agement that now appears in gen-
eral facilities management.

The major difference for 2015
was the proposal to hire a new em-
ployee in the board of elections to
count mail-in ballots and detect
voter fraud. Last year Union County
rejected 371 ballots due to fraud
which was determined because all
of those ballots had the same hand-
writing.

The final budget will be presented
to the public and be open for com-
ment sometime in early April.

Mountainside Board Wraps
Up Issue Over Vacant Lot

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The planning
board and the board of adjustment
both met on Tuesday evening.

The board had an unresolved issue
with Don Don Realty Company,
which had bought property left va-
cant after a historic house was re-
moved and put next to the historic
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House near
the Mountainside Public Library on
Constitution Plaza.

The corner property left vacant is
located at 90 New Providence Road
and 903 Mountain Avenue. Don Don
Realty intends to redevelop the prop-
erty and place one or possibly two
retail stores there. The issue was that,
since the house had been removed,
there has been a gaping hole on the
property in which people had begun
to dump garbage. Approval for the
site renovation was dependent on the
filling of the hole to prevent any more

dumping.
Board Chairman John Tomaine

announced that the issue had been
resolved and the Don Don Realty
application for renovation and devel-
opment could move forward.
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