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Mr. Choroszewski to Speak
About Hollywood Romances
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Public Library will spotlight leg-
ends of Hollywood and their se-
cret and not-so-secret love lives
during a program on Thursday,
April 16, at 7 p.m. New Jersey
photographer and historian
Walter Choroszewski will be the
presenter.

“Mr. C” will guide his audience
to the roots of American cinema,
from the silent-screen era
through Hollywood’s Golden Age,
as he reviews some of the best
romantic movies ever made with
stories of on-screen celebrity
couples and their off-screen love
lives. He will showcase some of
Hollywood’s longest successful
marriages and contrast these
with some of the shortest and
most unusual romances.

Mr. Choroszewski has been a
leading advocate of Jersey pride
since 1980, when he was com-
missioned to photograph the
state for a book project, “New
Jersey: A Scenic Discovery,”
which launched his photographic
career and link to the Garden
State. He has since published 18
photographic books.

His book “New Jersey: A Photo-
graphic Celebration” was selected

for the Official New Jersey 350th
celebration in “101 Great New
Jersey Book List” under art and
poetry.

Mr. Choroszewski’s photo-
graphs were the inspiration for
creating the iconic state tourism
campaign “New Jersey & You:
Perfect Together!”

For more than 30 years, Mr.
Choroszewski also has promoted
New Jersey through his public
speaking and popular school pro-
grams. “New Jersey Celebrate
Your State” and “Timeline New
Jersey” received an Award of
Recognition from the New Jersey
Historical Commission in 2011.

The Garwood Public Library is
located behind the Lincoln School
complex at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue. Busi-
ness hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday; 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays,
and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
days.

Registration for this event can
be done in person at the library;
by calling (908) 789-1670, or
online through the library’s in-
teractive calendar found on its
website, youseemore.com/
garwood.

GARWOOD — Fourteen Young
Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!)
students from the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) are among more
than 8,000 students grades 6
through 12 across 38 states who
will benefit from a new collabora-
tion between YEA!, the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce Founda-
tion and Sam’s Club, a member-
ship club serving the small busi-
ness community since 1983.

A $250,000 donation from Sam’s
Club fuels growth and support for
YEA!, an innovative national educa-
tional program that works to trans-
form middle and high school stu-
dents into confident entrepreneurs.

The GWACC students are in the
midst of a 30-week entrepreneur-
ship class to generate business
ideas, conduct market research,

write business plans, pitch to a
panel of investors, and launch
their own, legally-registered com-
panies. As a result of the sponsor-
ship, The YEA! Program can ex-
pect: Local Sam’s Club and cham-
ber leaders to serve on YEA!,
investor panels to judge student
business pitches and award start-
up funding, top entrepreneur stu-
dents to advance to a regional
competition and receive a $500
Sam’s Club shopping spree, in-
clusive of membership, and Sam’s
Club, chamber leaders to judge
the YEA!, select YEA! students to
pitch their business plan to Sam’s
Club buyers, learning to prepare
their business for retail and po-
tentially showcase their products
in select clubs and SamsClub.com.

 info@Westfieldareachamber.com
or www.GWACCNJ.com.

The $232,565 increase is 3.1
percent more than last year’s
$7.5-million municipal budget.
Led by Councilman Bill Nierstedt,
who questioned why many items
in the budget were increased
over last year’s levels despite
actual spending not reaching the
anticipated amount, the council
cut $5,000 from police overtime,
$2,000 from fuel, $2,000 from
street lighting, $1,000 from tele-
phone service and another
$1,000 from utilities.

“A thousand here, a thousand
there, it does add up,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Additionally, $10,000 for fenc-
ing at the athletic field complex
was applied to a requirement for
a necessary matching grant pay-
ment, eliminating the need to
duplicate that expenditure.

Surprisingly, Mr. Nierstedt, an
outspoken environmental advo-
cate, wanted to eliminate the
entire proposed $6,000 increase
in the shade tree budget. The
borough spent only $18,000 of
last year’s proposed $19,500.

“I wouldn’t increase it,” he said.
“It’s just too much. It’s just too
much.”

But he faced opposition from
nearly everybody else, including
self-proclaimed budget hawk Jim
Mathieu, who said he saw it as an
infrastructure concern similar to
a road that needs upgrading.

“I just think deferring it is cre-
ating a bigger problem,” he said.
“I’m leaning toward an increase.”

The budget calls for a 1.75-
percent wage increase for the
four non-union but state “pro-
tected” town employees at Bor-
ough Hall and a 1-percent in-
crease for the remaining non-
union unprotected workers.

Mr. Petruzzelli’s panel also cre-
ated a new line item for the
athletic field, or the Recreation
and Sports Complex, allocating
$19,516, half of which, he said,
was culled from other lines in last
year’s budget. Citing discussions

with two interested parties, Ms.
Todisco said she expected that
approximately $10,000 or more
will be accounted for in revenue
from renting the facility to other
towns, groups or individuals.

While Mr. Petruzzelli pointed to
the RVSA assessment and the
Borough Hall roof as big ex-
penses, it was revealed under
questioning from Mr. Mathieu that
debt service increased to
$332,940, a nearly $34,000 jump
and the third largest hike in the
budget.

Those three items accounted
for nearly half of the originally
proposed $253,565 increase in
the $7.792-million budget over
2014. It was more than half of
the adjusted $232,565 in the
revised $7.771-million plan.

Mr. Nierstedt began asking
about the revenue side of the
budget. Ms. Ariemma mentioned
how possibly a few thousand
dollars could be generated by
raising the liquor licensing fees,
but that was tabled until the next
budget hearing.

Adult Learn-To-Swim Set
April 11 at Cranford Pool

CRANFORD — For the second
year in a row, April has been
declared “Adult Learn-To-Swim
Month” by the Swimming Saves
Lives Foundation, the charitable
arm of U. S. Masters Swimming.

The Cranford Pool and Fitness
Center and Cranford Masters
Swimming are supporting this
event by offering an adult Learn-
To-Swim Fest on Saturday, April
11, from 6 to 8 p.m.

This event will be free to any-
one age 18 and older who wants
to learn to swim, or to swim
better. Customized instruction
will be conducted by experienced
and certified facility instructors.
For those seeking to get more
out of their laps or improve their
technique, or thinking about try-
ing a triathlon or an open-water
swim, Cranford Masters mem-
bers and coaches will be on hand
to help participants through a
basic workout.

U. S. Masters Swimming is an
adult-oriented, national organi-

zation encompassing all levels of
swimmers from beginner to na-
tional competitor, from fitness
swimmer to open-water swim-
mer. The Swimming Saves Lives
Foundation helps fund and pro-
mote adult learn-to-swim pro-
grams throughout the country.
Its mission is to reduce the num-
ber of drowning incidences and
introduce the physical and emo-
tional benefits of swimming to
adults who may not otherwise
have the opportunity.

The Cranford Indoor Pool con-
ducts regularly scheduled adult
lessons on Wednesday evenings,
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., for both
members and non-members. To
register, call the pool at (908)
709-7260. Registration for the
Learn-To-Swim Fest is helpful,
but not required. Drop-ins will be
welcome. For information on
Masters Swimming or the Fest,
call (908) 709-7260, extension
no. 2300, for a manager, or ex-
tension no. 2307 for Sally.
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