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Garwood Council Working
To Reduce Budget Hike
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough
homeowners face an average $85
increase in taxes after borough
council members finished a first
round of wrangling over the mu-
nicipal budget, $11 less than ini-
tially proposal.

Council members at a special
March 12 meeting on the budget
whittled away at the finance
committee’s suggestion of a $7.8-
million spending plan, eliminat-
ing $21,000 after two-and-a-half
hours of dissecting the plan line
by line.

The budget has yet to be for-
mally introduced. The March 12
meeting was the first of two fo-
cused on the financial blueprint.
Another is scheduled for tonight,
Thursday, March 19.

The $85 hike is for a home

assessed at $100,000, said Bor-
ough Auditor Warren Korecky,
who, along with fellow auditor
Bill Swisher, Chief Financial Of-
ficer/Treasurer Sandy Bruns and
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma, assisted Financial
Committee Chairman Louis
Petruzzelli and committee mem-
bers Sara Todisco and Mike Mar-
tin in devising the budget.

The estimated increase in the
tax levy is more than double last
year’s $39, which had been the
smallest hike since 2002, the
last time there was no increase.

Mr. Petruzzelli blamed the steep
rise on two major factors: an
$86,000 jump – or 16 percent –
in the assessment from the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA), and a $37,000 bill to
replace the roof on Borough Hall.

HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR... A ribbon-cutting and Chinese New Year
Celebration was recently held at the Spring Academy in Garwood.  Children of the
school are shown here performing a Dragon Dance. Pictured, from left to right,
are:  Carol Kearney, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC);
Garwood Councilman Bill Niederstat; Jill Ji, Spring Academy owner; Garwood
Mayor Charles Lombardo and Councilwoman Sara Tedesco; Gene Jannotti,
GWACC executive director, and Chris Devine, GWACC chairman. that he could not issue the per-

mit because she did not have the
certificate of non-conformity for
a single-family zoned area be-
fore the fire. Despite opposition
by some on the board, she was
eventually granted the certifi-
cate and allowed to rebuild.

But because, she claims, that
process took two years, it re-
quired legal fees and other ex-
penses and deprived her of in-
come from the property “in ex-
cess of $100,000.”

In addition to Mr. Vinegra and
Mrs. Tarantino, Mrs. Quattrocchi,
who was mayor until December
31, was named along with cur-
rent planning board members
Mr. Paterson, Bill Nierstedt, Rob-
ert Scherer, Ms. Villaggio, Mr.
Janotti, Mr. Vena, Mr. McCarrick
and Board President Steve Greet.

Ileen Cuccaro and Al Del Conte,
who were board members until
December 31, also were named,
but the board as an entity was
not.

“The board has not been named
as an anticipated party, and we
believe any claim against the
board would be wrongful and
frivolous,” Mr. Fraser said.

reading the last of the state-
ment.

But teachers’ union Co-Presi-
dent Tamara Benc, during the
public comment portion of the
meeting, countered by reading a
three-and-a-half-minute state-
ment of her own.

“A second mediation date has
been set because, sadly, very
little has changed since our ini-
tial meeting,” Ms. Benc said in
reference to the year-long talks.
“It is difficult for us to remain
positive when the progress
made over the last year is neg-
ligible; not significant, but neg-
ligible.”

Approached after the meeting,

Mr. Geppert said, “Our state-
ment stands. We’re optimistic
we’ll resolve something.”

He said if no agreement is
reached at the March 31 media-
tion, standard practices would
include another mediation ses-
sion or fact-finding, when a new
state-appointed mediator hears
both sides and issues a non-
binding report to both sides.

A final step would be “super
conciliation” – more intense ne-
gotiations when the mediator
can order round-the-clock talks.

The teachers, whose three-
year contract expired June 30,
declared an impasse in the talks
in October over salary and other

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

GARWOOD
Wednesday, February 25, Julia

Michael, 21, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) follow-
ing a motor vehicle accident.
Michael also was charged with
aggravated assault after alleg-
edly punching and kicking offic-
ers as she was being taken into
custody.

Tuesday, March 3, Beth Max-
well, 31, of Sanford, Fla. was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of heroin, paraphernalia,
hypodermic needles and being a
fugitive from Florida after police
received a report concerning a
suspicious individual. Bail was
set at $15,000 and Maxwell was
transported to the Union County
jail.

Thursday, March 12, Jonathan
Bebide, 21, of Garwood and Jef-
frey Grace, 21, of Livingston were
arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop. Both suspects were
charged with possession of un-
der 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and paraphernalia. Bebide
also was found to have an active
criminal warrant.

Garwood Teachers Protest Delay on New Contract
issues, sending negotiations to
a mediator for the third straight
cycle. Teachers in New Jersey
are prohibited from striking and
the terms of the old contract
remain in force until a new one
is reached.

The preliminary budget of
$8,648,858 for the 2015-2016
year was introduced and ap-
proved so that it could be sub-
mitted to the Union County ex-
ecutive superintendent for ap-
proval.

If the county okays the spend-
ing plan, it is to be presented
formally at a meeting of the board
on Wednesday, April 29.

The budget represents a
$123,321 increase over the cur-
rent year and the tax levy is set
to increase $272,706, which
translates into $217 more than
last year per home assessed at
$100,000, Board Administrator
Eric Larson said.

That would be in addition to an
approximate $85 jump the bor-
ough council discussed at its
meeting a week ago. Last year,
the school board’s budget
pushed up taxes about $130 per
home.

In other action, the board ap-
proved next year’s school cal-
endar, which will see students
begin school on September 10,
break for Christmas beginning
December 24 and return Janu-
ary 4, have spring break from
March 25 to April 1, and finish
the year on June 21. The calen-
dar includes three snow days.

Additionally, Board President
Christine Guerriero announced
that speech-language therapist
and part-time teacher’s aide
Tara Ridente has been selected
as “Educator of the Year” by a
committee of teachers, admin-
istrators, PTA and board mem-
bers. She is scheduled to be
honored at the Education Foun-
dation of Garwood’s annual din-
ner on Thursday, April 23.

GW Postpones Vote


