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Garwood Planning Bd. Postpones
Vote on Townhouse Development

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The planning
board has postponed a vote to
memorialize its decision to grant
final site plan approval for a nine-
townhouse development off
Fourth Avenue. The delay was a
result of an unclear motion and
several typographical errors in
the resolution.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
explained at the March 11 meet-
ing that while the application by
Angela and Sandro Villaraut
sought preliminary and final site
plan approval, several changes
to the blueprints were mandated
by board members, such as re-
placing the garbage area with a
gazebo and shortening second-
story terraces to remain within
setback requirements.

When the motion was put forth
for a vote at the board’s January
28 meeting, it was merely for
“site plan approval” with no stipu-
lation for preliminary or final ap-
proval.

Therefore when Mr. Fraser
drafted the resolution, he stated
it was for preliminary approval.

“I wasn’t going to make that
decision on a matter of such
public interest,” Mr. Fraser told
the board.

The project already is the sub-

ject of a lawsuit by four Garwood
residents, including a sitting
member of the planning board,
Bruce Paterson, and Westfield
Leader Publisher Horace Corbin
and his brother, David Corbin.
The plaintiffs are disputing the
board’s decision last year to grant
a variance that allowed the
Villarauts to proceed with the
project despite the area being
zoned for three single-family
homes.

Mr. Fraser said he expects a
schedule for legal briefs in the
case to be filed by next week.

The January 28 meeting drew a
capacity crowd at Borough Hall,
with more than a dozen resi-
dents from both Garwood and
neighboring Cranford voicing
opposition.

But each of the six members
who voted to approve the site
plan — Kathleen Villaggio,
Michael Vena, Gene Jannotti, Pat
Quattrocchi, Craig McCarrick and
Paul Tarantino — said they un-
derstood they were voting on the
final plan and that the Villarauts
would not have to appear before
the board again.

Since the resolution needed to
be modified to include both pre-
liminary and final site plan ap-
proval, and also be corrected for
errors such as indicating in one
place in the document that the
complex would have four three-
bedroom units and five two-bed-
room units – and the reverse in
another place — the board mem-
bers decided to wait until its
Wednesday, March 25 meeting
to memorialize their decision.

Also at that meeting, the board
will offer its suggestions and
thoughts to the borough council
regarding drafted amendments
to the town’s ordinance regulat-
ing commercial signage, specifi-

cally portable – or sandwich board
– signs that are common along
the sidewalks of North and South
Avenues.

Since such signs currently are
not permissible – although clearly
exist — the measure would grant
them legal status with stipula-
tions, such as one per business,
type (A-frame and easel-type),
no more than 48 inches in height
and made of painted wood or
metal, heavy plastic and chalk or
dry easel board.

Members immediately began
to offer ideas until Mr. Fraser
reminded them that they had
until the next meeting on March
25 to consider the draft and put
forth their opinions.

In another matter, the board
was informed that former appli-
cant Sandra Sep, who was
granted a certificate of non-con-
formity in November to rebuild a
two-family home on Center
Street, had filed a “notice of claim”
– essentially a potential lawsuit –
regarding her property.

Ms. Sep identified nine current
members of the board, two
former members, former
Garwood Borough Council Presi-
dent and current member Ann
Tarantino, Zoning Code Official
Victor Vinegra, the borough and
police department as potential
defendants, but did not name
the planning board as a group.

The notice says that Ms. Sep,
who is a resident of Clark, was
“discriminated against” and “ha-
rassed” in her pursuit to rebuild
at 304 Center Street after the
property was destroyed by fire in
November 2012.

Ms. Sep, who appeared before
the board several times, initially
sought to rebuild as a two-family
unit but was told by Mr. Vinegra
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FINANCIAL TEAM…Garwood municipal auditors Bill Swisher, left, and
Warren Korecky, center, and Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer Sandy Bruns
answer questions from the Borough Council March 12 regarding this year's
proposed budget.

Garwood Teachers Protest
Delay on New Contract
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – About 15 to 20
teachers picketed outside the
Garwood school board’s regular
monthly meeting Tuesday and
disputed Board Attorney John
Geppert’s assessment of “sig-
nificant progress” being made in
negotiations toward a new con-
tract.

The colorful display, with many
teachers sporting red as they
have at board meetings for the
past several months, came as
the finance committee submit-
ted its preliminary budget, which
would raise taxes on the average
home in Garwood about $217.

Teachers paced back and forth

on the sidewalk at Lincoln School
before the meeting with signs
that read “Settle Now” and then
moved inside for a relatively brief
45-minute regular monthly gath-
ering.

Attorney Deborah Bracaglia
read a brief statement from Mr.
Geppert, who arrived at the meet-
ing late.

She quoted Mr. Geppert as say-
ing the “board’s committee was
very pleased with the significant
progress made between the
board and (teachers’ union) at
the February 19 mediation” ses-
sion.

“We are encouraged and look
forward to completing and final-
izing the negotiations at the final
mediation session scheduled for
March 31,” Ms. Bracaglia said in
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