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l'ennemi du journaliste

PACE LED COUGARS TOTALING 297 POINTS, MacLELLAND WAS SECOND WITH 254 POINTS

Lady Cougars Show Growth by End of Basketball Season
By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In their 51-47 loss at Voorhees,
the Cranford High School girls
basketball team ended what had
been a largely frustrating season
on a hopeful note. The Cougars
finished with a 6-18 overall record
that included last place in the
conference and a first round
ouster in the county playoffs. But
in going toe to toe with second-
seeded Voorhees in the first round
of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 playoffs, head coach
Jacqueline Dyer saw signs of the
kind of team she hopes to see

next season.
“Our best moment, was our

recent loss to Voorhees,” said
Dyer. “Coming in as the 15th
seed and facing a very strong
second seed, I couldn’t be
prouder of how hard the girls
worked and played.”

Cranford never really got
untracked this season. So many
of the Cougar losses shared a
common thread. They would of-
ten play well for portions of games
only to be undone by a prolonged
scoring drought or a sloppy
stretch of play. Yet if you look
close enough, there were subtle
indicators that the Cougars were

coming together by the end of
the season.

In their final five games, begin-
ning with a tough, 46-39 loss to
Westfield, the Cougars played
solid basketball. They beat Union
Catholic by 17, followed that with
a 45-point blowout of Linden.
Then they lost by three points to
A.L. Johnson and played valiantly
in their state playoff match
against Voorhees. The Cougars
in fact, held a 12-point lead early
in the fourth quarter of that game.

“They held their leading scorer,
Erin Jones, to six points in the
first half,” said Dyer. “And even
though we were down in the last
few minutes, they never stopped
fighting and played hard to the
very end.”

With only Erin Meixner and Lisa
Silvestrini slated to graduate,

Cranford should not suffer for
lack of continuity heading into
next season. Junior guard

Lyndsay Pace was the team’s
leading scorer this year (297

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 15

of The Westfield Leader


