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Grease Is More Than a Word at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
‘

SCOTCH PLAINS – Although the
movie Grease was based on a musi-
cal, when we hear the word, we think
of John Travolta and Olivia Newton-
John wearing leather at a summer
carnival. We certainly don’t think of a
high school play, but we should. From
the stage, to the silver screen, and
now back to the stage, Grease is play-
ing at Scotch Plains- Fanwood High
School. It may not be a big Holly-
wood production, but it comes pretty
close. In addition to some outra-
geously talented young adults and a
dedicated stage crew, the play is full
of all the drama we know and love,
plus some stuff we’ve never seen be-
fore.

The plot revolves around the tur-
bulent relationship between Danny
Zuko and Sandy Dumbrowski. Two
teenagers in 1959 that want to be
together, but are never on the same
page, a problem only complicated
more by their friends and the social
standards that they abide by.

The musical opens at the lunch scene,
where students exchange banter that is
familiar and enjoyable, but delivered
with a fresh attitude and tone that
makes the story feel new again.

Quickly “Summer Nights” begins
and the audience is given a taste of
what to expect for the next two hours.
With help from the Pink Ladies and
the T-Birds, Eric Calvo (who plays
Danny Zuko) and Caroline Scobee
(who plays Sandy Dumbrowski) show
off their skills. The two create a nice
harmony and hit that last high note
like it’s nothing. They perform with
such ease that you’ll forget these are
not professionals, but mere high
school students.

In this theatre-friendly version of
Grease, the timeline gets sped up or
moved around. There’s no blow-out
at the bonfire, but rather Calvo and
Scobee meet shorty after their song
has concluded, where Calvo blows
Scobee off in true T-Bird style. Lina
Zikas, who plays Frenchie, invites
Scobee to girls’ night as a way to

make her feel better.
The next scene is also full of some

beloved dialogue, from Rizzo pick-
ing on Sandy to Jan and her “dessert
wine,” but here we have a new song
performed by Nicole Van Etten, who
plays Marty. She shines as she sings a
song called, “Freddy, My Love” which
is about her newest pen-pal, a marine
who sends her gifts. Van Etten sings
with a skilled voice that sounds al-
most too mature for her age; it is both
relaxing and full of love and longing.

Jump ahead to when Kenickie,
played by Alex Karakis, shows the T-
Birds his “new” car. Through the jok-
ing and accompanied by a slew of
back-up greasers, Karakis sings a fan-
tastic rendition of “Greased Light-
ning.” The crew shows the car’s infa-
mous transformation from rust-bucket
to hot-rod as the song concludes.

Other new scenes include Rodger’s
confession of love for Jan, played by
Alex Walejewsky and Maya
Mitterhoff (respectively) with the
song called, “Mooning,” and a con-
frontation scene in the park between
Patty (played by Julia Guarneri) and
Sandy (Scobee).

In fact, this development was a nice

new twist on the story. Instead of
becoming a jock to gain Scobee’s
approval, Calvo does it to make her
jealous, in addition to courting
Guarneri. That’s right—in this ver-
sion, Danny “goes with” (as they said
in the 50’s) Patty Simcox. This cre-
ates a nice source of tension and jeal-
ousy, and we see Scobee portray the
mild-mannered Sandy with some
backbone. Not only does she fight
with Guarneri, but she also stands up
to Rizzo, played by Nicole Cusmano.

Cusmano shines as Rizzo; from her
bad-girl attitude to her sarcastic “Look
At Me, I’m Sandra Dee,” Cusmano
takes Rizzo and plays her with a
unique, refreshing style that the audi-
ence loved. However, nothing beats
the heartfelt performance where she
reveals her softer side in “There Are
Worse Things I Could Do.” Cusmano
sings perfectly with a mellow, yet
soulful tone common in 1959 music.

The scenery and prop committee
deserve as much credit as the case for
an amazing, creative and truly inno-
vative job with the set design.

Grease continues on Thursday,
March 19 at 7 p.m., Friday, March 20
and Saturday, March 21 at 8 p.m.
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PEEING YOUR PANTS GOOD...The cast of Westfield High School’s production
of Urinetown perform the finale during last weekend’s show.
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FINALLY FREE TO PEE...Senior Julian Mone (left) played Bobby Strong, the idealist young hero who leads a popular
uprising, in Westfield High School's production of the musical comedy Urinetown last weekend.

Westfield High School’s Campy
Urinetown Entertains and Amazes

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Imagine a time in
the not too distant future where a 20-
year drought has caused so dire a water
shortage that private toilets have been
banned and “pay-to-pee” facilities, pub-
lic amenities run by a monopoly, are the
norm. Now imagine a musical about
this premise and a “mythical place”
called Urinetown and you have
Westfield High School’s uproarious
musical presented last weekend.

The satire Urinetown, the Musical!
with music and lyrics by Mark Hollmann
and book and lyrics by Greg Kotis, was
first produced 15 years ago when it
received 10 Tony nominations and cap-
tured three Tony awards. The Westfield
High School’s Theatre Department has
done an award-worthy job with their
production. This is far from a typical
musical with a fairy tale ending; from
the first words of the narrator, the audi-
ence sees it is a story that is done
entirely tongue-in-cheek, poking fun at
capitalism, bureaucracy, politics, so-

cial selfishness and even musical the-
atre.

The have’s and the have not’s in this
fictitious world are juxtaposed in spot-
on costumes by Maddie Kevelson and
O.C. Szwarc and able crew. The visual
contrast is striking between the un-
washed poor with the white-jacketed,
coat and tie sporting upper crust em-
ployees of the Urine Good Company
(UGC) that owns the town’s facilities.

Hope Cladwell (Madeleine Rae
Rosenthal) has gone to the best college
money can buy. Despite being raised by
the corrupt, dictatorial head of UGC,
Caldwell B.Cladwell (Frank Guerriero),
Hope, like her name suggests, is filled
with idealism and belief in mankind’s
goodness. With a Disney – princess
quality soprano voice that has an im-
pressive range, Ms. Rosenthal’s sweet
tones in “Follow Your Heart”  are ad-
vice to new-found love Bobby Strong
(Julian Mone). His character’s passion
for democracy and freedom for the
down trodden poor is most impressive
in the Mr. Mone’s powerful rendition
of, “Look at the Sky.”

Director Daniel Devlin doesn’t let
any traditionally tender scenes get syr-
upy. He cleverly mixes in humorous
bits in every scene. In fact, the whole
show is a fast-paced hoot. In the open-
ing monologue, narrator/character Of-
ficer Lockstock (Michael Poyntz) with
grandiose gestures and confident swag-
ger answers questions from an inquisi-
tive little tagalong named Little Sally
(Lauren Echausse). Through their dia-
logue, it’s clear the writers of the show
certainly know musicals and what audi-
ences expect to see and hear.

That is evident with allusions to West
Side Story, Fiddler on the Roof, Three
Penny Opera, Les Miserables and even
a nod to Hello, Dolly! and Chicago.

This show demands top-notch cho-
reography which Samantha Hahn de-
livers with the assistance of dance cap-
tain Lucy Hale. Lockstock and Barrel
(freshman Julian Mazzola), the two
main policemen, are visually adorable
when joined with other tap-dancing
uniformed men (and women) in the
number, “Cop Song.” Superior danc-
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