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HIGH SCHOOL ARTISTS...Ethan Ye of Edison, Claude Djan of Scotch Plains
and Pierre Bouley of Edison, students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison, earned recognition at the 36th annual High School Art Show at the duCret
School of Art in Plainfield. Ethan  placed first in the Pen and Ink category for his
work entitled “Captured”. Claude Djan  and Pierre finished second and third,
respectively, in the Printmaking category. There were more than 550 entrees in the
competition.

Jr. Musical Club Announces
Free Centennial Concert

WESTFIELD – One hundred
years of performances by our young
musicians will culminate with the
Centennial Concert on Wednesday,
March 25 at 7:30 p.m. The Junior
Musical Club presents a free con-
cert and reception celebrating the
most popular music of the past 300
years. The concert, at the First Bap-
tist Church, 170 Elm Street,
Westfield, is open to the public at
no charge, with donations grate-
fully accepted. The Centennial year
will draw to a close with the Schol-
arship Benefit Concert on Sunday,
November 22 that will feature per-
formances by Musical Club of
Westfield's scholarship winners.

The teen-aged instrumentalists
and vocalists of the Junior Musical
Club will play music that moves us
across the centuries and around the
world, while featuring our own time
and place. The selections represent
European music of the eighteenth
and nineteenth century, American
and global music of the twentieth
century, and the fresh new music
composed in our own community in
the twenty-first century.

The club commissioned James
Chu, a graduate of Westfield High
School and the Junior Musical Club,
now a graduate student in composi-
tion at Peabody School of Music in
Baltimore, to write Vignette, which
will receive its world premiere. Cur-
rent club member Paige Busse will
present her own piano/cello duet In
a Rocking Boat. Sadly, last year
saw the passing of Raymond Wojcik,
Westfield High School teacher and
conductor, composer and musician;
the club honors his life by present-
ing his instrumental arrangement of
Love Song.

From eighteenth century classi-
cal Europe, Club members have
chosen George Frideric Handel's
“Largo” from Xerxes (played by
Paige Busse, piano and Marisa Li,
cello); Joseph Haydn's Duet (Suraj
Chandra and Jun Lin Yi, violins);
Karl Stamitz' Duet (GabriEla Ryan
and Mira Yang; violas); and Joseph

Martin Kraus' Sonata, I. Allegro
(Cindy Gong, viola and John Ray,
flute). Then from nineteenth cen-
tury romantic Europe and early
twentieth century America, the of-
ferings are Franz Doppler's Rondo,
Allegretto con moto ( Divya
Narayanan, Victoria Tian, flutes);
Henryk Wieniawski's Concerto, 1st
movement (Elizabeth Hendy, vio-
lin and Dan Zheng, piano); Edward
MacDowell's The Swan (Max
Flysch, Dan Zheng, piano four-
hands); and Sergei Rachmaninoff's
Romance (Paige Busse, Max Flysch,
Mira Yang; piano six-hands).

The second half of the twentieth
century saw music become global
with a refreshing American spirit,
as seen in Samuel Barber's Waltz
(Abbie Fossaceca, Dan Zheng, pi-
ano four-hands); Yasha
Datshkovsky's Lullaby for
Alexandra (Victoria Tian, flute and
Mira Yang, piano);William
Cheadle's Mosquito (Allie Liang,
Alice Yue; piano four-hands) and
Luo Xiao Ping Let us row our
paddles (Allie Liang, Alice Yue;
piano four-hands). Now the twenty-
first century allows the Club to
choose music from New York and
New Jersey with Stephen Schwartz'
song "For Good" from Wicked
(Lauren Semler, Samantha
Sprechman, sopranos; Hermes
Suen, piano); Raymond Wojcik's
Love Song (Anna Song, flute; Dan
Zheng, clarinet; Max Flysch, pi-
ano); James Chu's Vignette (The
Junior Musical Club Chamber Or-
chestra) and Paige Busse's In a
Rocking Boat (Paige Busse, piano;
Marisa Li, cello).

A reception follows the concert
to allow family, friends and fans to
meet the performers, and two of the
composers. The entire event is free
of charge; donations are welcome.

WF Art Association Presents
The History of Western Art
WESTFIELD – As part of its on-

going art education series, the Westfield
Art Association (WAA) will present an
educational afternoon seminar with
noted art historian Gene Wisniewski on
Sunday, March 22 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
in the Westfield Town Hall Community
Room, located at 425 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In this popular lecture, Mr.
Wisniewski delivers a condensed and
entertaining review of 1,000 years of
Western Art. Not just another “art’s
greatest hits” talk full of dates and
“isms,” this fun and fact-filled lecture
gives the Big Picture of art’s develop-
ment since the earliest cave paintings –
and how we got where we are today.

“I cover all the basics by mixing big
themes with very specific facts, usually
leaning toward the quirkier ones,” says
Mr. Wisniewski. “I want to dispel any
notions people might have that art isn’t
interesting.”

This lecture is taken from his larger
seminar, the Six-Hour Art Major, which
he calls “art school, condensed.” The
Westfield Art Association will be host-
ing Mr. Wisniewski again in the Fall of
2015, when he will present the other
half of this program, which focused on
Art Appreciation. “Being exposed to

these mini-versions of basic art classes
gives you a whole different take on art,”
he says.

This presentation is free to WAA
members, with a $10 suggested dona-
tion for non-members. New member-
ship applications will be available at
the door. Refreshments will be served.

Mr. Wisniewski received his art edu-
cation at the New York Academy of Art,
The National Academy of Design, The
New School, and L’Ecole Albert Defois
in Vihiers, France.  He has exhibited in
galleries nationwide, including New
York, Los Angeles, and Chicago. He
has fourteen years’ experience teaching
and lecturing on visual art, and is the
author of “Art: Who, What, How, When,
Where, and Especially, Why”, being
released later in 2015.

Since 1922, the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation, a 501(c)(3) non-profit, com-
pletely volunteer organization, has pro-
vided art education and public exhibi-
tions, and continues today to actively
encourage its many members in the
pursuit of individual artistic goals and
growth. All mediums. All experience
levels. All welcome. For more infor-
mation, to donate, or to become a
member, please visit
westfieldartassociation.org.

Union Catholic Performing
Arts Co. Presents Hairspray
SCOTCH PLAINS— Union Catho-

lic Performing Arts Company presents
its spring musical Hairspray, a family-
friendly musical piled high with laugh-
ter, romance, and tuneful songs. It’s
1962 in Baltimore, and the lovable
plus-size teen Tracy Turnblad has only
one desire — to dance on the popular
Corny Collins Show. When her dream
comes true, Tracy is transformed from
social outcast to sudden star. She must
use her newfound power to dethrone
the reigning Teen Queen, win the affec-
tions of heartthrob Link Larkin, and
integrate a TV network, all without
denting her ‘do!

The show is directed by Maryann C.
Carolan ’86 and Edward Sagendorf
’07. Additional staff members include
Music Director Larry N. Rothweiler,
Choreographer Jeanette Rudnicki ’09,
Technical Director Ellyn Essig, Asso-
ciate Technical Director Jonathan
Sagendorf ’11, and Dramaturg John
Rotondo ’07. Stars of the show include
Kate Carolan ’15 of Linden as Tracy
Turnblad, Adrien Cortizo ’15 of Eliza-

beth as Edna Turnblad, Richard Ryngel
’15 of Union as Link Larkin, Kyra
Bowes ’15 of North Plainfield as Penny
Pingleton, Amelia Temple ’15 of North
Plainfield as Motormouth Maybelle,
Neill Lynskey ’16 of Cranford as Wilbur
Turnblad, Oscar Cortizo ’15 of Eliza-
beth as Corny Collins, Kaitlin Garrity
’15 of Colonia as Velma con Tussle,
Lexi Marta ’17 of Scotch Plains as
Amber von Tussle, Makay Johnson ’18
of Roselle as Seaweed Stubbs, and Liz
Pollard ’18 of Maplewood as Little
Inez.

Hairspray will be performed on
Fridays and Saturdays, March 20, 21,
27 and 28 at 7 p.m. and Sunday,
March 22 at 3 p.m. Tickets can be
purchased by phone (908) 889-1600,
online at www.showtix4u.com start-
ing and at the box office before all
performances.

For 50 years, Union Catholic High
School has earned its reputation as
one of New Jersey’s foremost Catho-
lic secondary schools. For informa-
tion, visit unioncatholic.org

ing of the teens matches the variety of
musical styles required – the bottle
dance, the Charleston and Black Bot-
tom and the kick line thrown in for good
measure.

The gospel flavored show-stopping
number by Bobby Strong and The Poor
“Run, Freedom, Run” is hilarious with
choreographed gestures that are as pre-
cise as a high-priced Swiss watch.

Musical director and conductor/pia-
nist John Brzozowski easily handles
the waltz tempo of “Follow Your Heart”
to the relentless frenzy of “Why Did I
Listen to that Man?” and other stylistic
variations together with an impressive
five-piece combo that replicates a full
pit orchestra. Sound designer Scott
Reagan has struck the perfect balance
between instruments and voice.

When Little Sally sings, “We’re Not
Sorry,” she continues to steal the show
proving she can belt as well as milk
some high notes with a floating, angelic
sound.  Likewise, Madeleine Hudelson
as Penelope Pennywise displays com-
manding vocal skill especially in the
reprise of that song.
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WHS’ Urinetown
The show is a perfect forum for de-

velopment of characters for actors.
Cladwell (Frank Guerriero), Old Man
Strong (Connor Wynne) Senator Fipp
(Colin Barry), Old Ma Strong
(Jacqueline Daaleman), Mr. McQueen
(Daniel Coelho) and Mrs. Millenium
(Katherine Ko) and Dr. Billeaux (Alex
Cestero) are especially noteworthy in
their acting choices. As usual, each
actor in the show has a reason to enter
and exit the stage; these teens have
done their homework and know their
character’s back story.

The massive set was designed and
constructed by Roy Chambers who was
aided by 17 students and the WHS
Stagecraft Class. It’s a masterpiece of
functionality and efficiency. The use of
a rolling set of the glitzy Urine Good
Company backdrop helps to keep the
show moving.

This darkly sardonic show proves
that musicals don’t need to be cookie-
cutter happily ever after stories to be
entertaining. Mr. Devlin’s direction
proves his WHS students can always
leave the audience amazed.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+

The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 

Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 

Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, 

fitness center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus 

on fun. It’s all yours for the taking along with one month’s rent free.

* One month rent-free offer valid on new leases signed through Mar. 31, 2015 on select apartments. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

ONE MONTH’S 
RENT FREE!*

BELMAR, NEW JERSEY
Oceanfront Living! This beautiful 5 bedroom,
5+bath Colonial boasts a beach setting.  This
stunning, custom residence features Elevator,  
2 fireplaces, master bath, pantry.  
$2,250,000.

Linda Romano,  Broker Sales Associate
732-449-2777

HOLMDEL, NEW JERSEY
Elegant gated European-style Chateau, 8,300
square feet, with floating staircase, soaring
ceilings, gourmet kitchen, finished walk-out
basement, pool, much more! 
$2,499,000

Anne Schuman, Broker Sales Associate
732-946-9600

COLTS NECK, NEW JERSEY
Everything is idyllic in this 5 bedroom, 5+ bath
Colonial. This impressive residence offers French
doors, wood flooring. 4-car garage. 2 fireplaces,
center hall, clerestories. Conservatory. Patio.
$2,400,000

Lois Cohen, Sales Associate
732-946-9600

LITTLE SILVER, NEW JERSEY
RIVERFRONT - Fabulous 6 bedroom on 
pristine property with pool and new dock.
8500sf totally renovated 3 floors, basement,
etc. Quiet location.
$3,400,000

Sarah Pomphrey, Sales Associate
732-842-3200

MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY
Spectacular 6 bedroom, 4.3 bath center hall
Colonial on .63 acre property offers a fabulous
floor plan with sophisticated elegance. 4 levels of
living space may be accessed via the home’s
elevator. $2,000,000

Mary McEnerney, Sales Associate 
908-233-5555

MIDDLETOWN, NEW JERSEY
Custom 6 bedroom, 5 bath waterfront lot,
ideally sited on 1.4 acres. French doors & 2
fireplaces. Generous layout, heated 3-car
garage. High beamed ceilings. Balcony. 
Elegant comforts! $2,399,000

Donna Bruno, Sales Associate 
732-946-9600

SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
Stunning Colonial on exquisitely landscaped 1.79
acres. 6,386sf of outstanding quality including
Gourmet cherry & granite kitchen with professional
appliances, MBR suite w/sitting room, fireplace,
elegant bath & walk-in closets.  $2,200,000

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
Stately 4 bedroom, 4 & 1/2 bath Colonial on
desirable cul-de-sac nestled on a beautfiul 1/2
acre of park-like grounds. Gracious Foyer,
sunken Living rm w/fplc, eat-in kitchen w/granite
floor, Library & stunning addtion.  $1,475,000

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker Sales Associate
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
Spectacular Georgian Colonial nestled on
beautifully landscaped property. Built in 1939,
this home has been renovated to perfection for
today’s lifestyle w/an elegant, spacious floor
plan & fine architectural details.  $2,000,000

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker Sales Associate
908-233-5555
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EXPERIENCE IS THE DIFFERENCE

Ray Catena Sponsors NJ
Festival Orchestra Gala

 WESTFIELD – The Board of New
Jersey Festival Orchestra (NJFO) will
be celebrating the 32nd anniversary of
the NJFO with its annual gala under
the theme, “Masquerade” on the
evening of Saturday, April 25 at
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains.

Norman Luka, President of the
NJFO Board of Trustees, also shared
the news that Mercedes Benz dealer
Ray Catena of Union will be the Gala
Sponsor for this year’s celebration
which will include a magnificent cock-
tail reception, gourmet dinner and
dancing as well as live and silent auc-
tions.

 “We are thrilled and honored to be
associated with such a wonderful cel-
ebration and crucial fundraising event,”
remarked Sue Hengstler, Financial
Controller for Ray Catena of Union.

“There are very few suburban towns
across America with an orchestra of
the caliber of NJFO. We have been
constantly dazzled over the years by
its performances and we are delighted
to help ensure that Westfield and the
surrounding community will have ac-
cess to this fine music for many years
to come,” added John Weber, Ray
Catena Sales and Leasing Representa-
tive.

 A silent auction of items donated by
over 70 local retailers, restaurants and
businesses will run throughout the
evening which will culminate in the
drawing of the winners for the 50-50
cash raffle. Raffle tickets may be pur-
chased at the NJFO office and winners
need not be present to claim a prize.

 In his statement, Dr. Luka also ac-
knowledged the outstanding generos-
ity of associate sponsors PNC Wealth
Management and PSE&G, comment-
ing, “The arts are again taking a fiscal
hit this year and it is essential that we
rally to fill the gap in public funding in
order to continue the tradition of offer-
ing professional live music within our
community.”

 Invitations, graciously designed by
Square Melon Communications of
Westfield, and raffle ticket order forms
have been mailed to NJ Festival Or-
chestra subscribers and supporters, but
attendance is open to the public.

 To learn more about NJ Festival
Orchestra, to be included on the invi-
tation list or to purchase tickets for
Masquerade which are available on a
first-come first-served basis, the pub-
lic is invited to go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or to call
the NJFO office at (908) 232-9400 on
weekdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


