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CONLON, OSTER, MALONEY, DEVIN 7TH IN 200-FR AT MOC

Westfield Swim Girls Finish 9-4,
Bowed in Public A Section Semi

SR. RAMOS LED COUNTY WITH 22.9 POINTS PER GAME

SPF Raiders Faced Tall Order
During Boys Hoops Season

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball head coach
Dan Doherty knew that the 2014-15
season would be a challenging one
for his undersized Raider team. With-
out a single player over 6’3” in the
rotation, Doherty was forced to uti-
lize his very deep bench and play a
run and gun transition style of basket-
ball that he hoped would wear down
the opposition. The strategy, while
entertaining, did not result in many
wins. Playing against the unforgiving
competition that Union County had
to offer the Raiders finished 5-16.

The Raiders were eliminated in the
first round of the Union County Tour-
nament, losing 62-59 to Elizabeth.
The Raiders did not qualify for the
state playoffs. Still, nobody could
suggest that Scotch Plains-Fanwood
basketball was anything other than
entertaining.

“Our most exciting game was the
Roselle game that we won 107-105 in
triple overtime,” said Doherty. “We
set a school record for points and Leo
Ramos set a school record for most

points in a game with 57.”
Ramos also put his name in the

New Jersey High School boys bas-
ketball history books, as his 57-point
outing Ramos was the highest indi-
vidual single-game point total since
2010. The All time record for points
in a single game by a New Jersey
player is believed to have been set by
Camden’s DuJuan Wagner, who
scored 100 points in a game against
Pennsauken Tech in 2001.

Ramos, a 5’10” senior guard, fin-
ished the season averaging 22.9 points
per game, which was tops in Union
County. Ramos is still deciding where
he will play college basketball.

Among the schools he is considering
are the College of New Jersey and
Scranton.

Aside from the thrilling triple over-
time win over Roselle, the Raiders
played well in notching victories over
Governor Livingston, 60-53, and
Delaware Valley, 79-53. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood also played tough in
a 66-54 loss to border rival Westfield.

The Raiders frequently found them-
selves in shootouts but an inability to
rebound consistently or defend well

inside usually led to their undoing.
The Raiders allowed the opponent to
exceed 75 points in nine different
games this season. Three times they
allowed 90+ points.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood will say
good-bye to several seniors from this
season’s roster. Along with Ramos,
veterans Dan Lopez (2.6 ppg) ,
Emendo Thomas (3.4 ppg) , Bryce
Edwards (3.3 ppg), Tajir Taylor (3.4
ppg), Justin Cryer (2.3 ppg), Cobi
Silverstein (4.4 ppg) and Christian
Lisojo (5.3 ppg) all graduate.

Doherty will hope to move forward
next season with a group of under-
classmen that saw valuable court time

this season. A few of them
showed real promise.

“A few under classmen
that did well for us were
Marquel Taylor, the QB
of the football team, Dan
Balico and Aaron Lee,”
said Doherty. “Nigel
Nelson was also an excit-
ing sophomore.”

Taylor, a junior aver-
aged 6.4 ppg, including
dropping in nine 3-point
baskets for the year. Balico
accounted for 5.6 ppg and
ten 3-point field goals. Lee,
also a junior, finished as
the team’s second leading
scorer with 126 points for
a 7.0 ppg average. Doherty
will fill out the roster with
a number of players who
performed well on the JV
squad.

“As for next year, we
have a number of young
players that we are look-
ing forward to develop-
ing over the summer,”
said Doherty. “Our fresh-
man team won 13
games.”

Unfortunately, at
present, the Raiders do not appear to
be inheriting any tall or wide bodies
that can solve their size dilemma.

“We will again be on the smaller
end but we will be looking to use our
quickness and hustle,” said Doherty.

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
swim team has made it a habit of
turning in memorable seasons. This
year was no different although it may
have been overshadowed by the pre-
vious four straight spectacular years
that the Blue Devils had enjoyed.

Westfield went 9-4 this season and
made an appearance in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Public A semifinals
before bowing to Bridgewater
Raritan. For most programs, that
would be recognized as a fantastic
showing. But considering that the
Blue Devils were coming off of a
2014 season where they advanced all
the way to the state final before losing
to Hunterdon Central, makes it easy
to see why this year’s results seemed
somewhat less than satisfying.

The Blue Devils clearly suffered
under the burden of incredibly high
expectations that regular success
brings with it. The Blue Devils swim
against top competition and remain
one of the finest programs in the state.
This year’s squad finished in the Top-
20 according to most polls.

The losses on the Blue Devil ledger

came against top teams like Immacu-
late Heart Academy, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Bridgewater-Raritan
(twice). While Westfield lost to many
of the state’s top teams this year, they
managed to hold the line against other
strong area teams, defeating both
Cranford and Oak Knoll. They fin-
ished second in both their conference
and the County, positions Blue Devil
fans are not used to occupying. The
fact that border rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood turned in such a strong sea-
son made it that much more difficult.

Yet objective analysis shows that
Westfield turned in yet another fine
overall season filled with standout
performances. The Blue Devils had
six girls compete in three relay events
at the Meet of Champions. The 200-
free relay team of Emma Conlon,
Emily Oster, Muriel Maloney and
Gwyn Devin turned in the best per-
formance with a seventh place finish
(1:40.02).

Westfield’s 200-medley relay team
(Caroline Basil, Amy West, Gwyn
Devin, Emma Conlon) posted a time
of 1:50.39 which was good enough
for 11th place.

Gwyn Devin competed in the 100-

breaststroke. Her time in the event
(1:07.41) set a new Westfield High
School record and placed her 16th in
the state. Devin also competed in the
50-free, finishing 19th with a time of
24:58.

Caroline Basil competed in 200-
Individual Medley where she finished
40th. Basil made waves in the 100-
back where she finished 11th in State
and had a lifetime/personal best time
of 57.83.

The great news for the Blue Devils
is that all of those swimmers will
return next year, laying the founda-
tion for another run at a state title.

“We will be returning many key
contributors to the team next season,”
said Westfield coach Lauren Hauser.
“We look forward to seeing the in-
coming freshman bring depth in sev-
eral stroke events.”

Westfield, however, will lose sev-
eral fine seniors to graduation. Team
captains Amy West and Courtney Day
both graduate. West is undecided
about where she will go to college.
Day will swim at Providence Col-
lege. Also moving on will be Catie
Collins, Carly Kalis, Rebecca Freer
and Katherine Duffy.

CR’s Howard Captures
State Youth Mat Title
Wrestling in the 91-pound Junior

Division, Robert Howard of Cranford
earned his second state champion-
ship after dominating the field of 23
competitors at the USAW-NJ State
Wrestling Championships on March
15. After a first round bye, Howard
pinned his next two opponents before
earning an 11-2, major victory in the
semifinal match. The championship
was secured with a second period pin
in the finals. The victory was
Howard’s second state wrestling
championship.

“I worked hard and sacrificed all
year to get back to the championship
match,” said Howard. “Finishing sec-
ond last year was tremendous motiva-
tion. I had great support from my
parents and coaches and was very
confident coming into the tournament.”

Next up for the seventh grade wres-
tler are several national tournaments,
including the Pop and Flo National
Duals in Lake Placid, N.Y. and the
NHSCA National Duals in Virginia
Beach, Va.

Courtesy of Bill Tompkins
STATE YOUTH CHAMPION...Cranford’s Robert Howard secures the state 91-
lb Junior Division championship with a pin in the finals on March 15.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING A LOT OF TALENT...The Lady Blue Devils will return a host of talented swimmers next year, which will
lay the foundation for another run at the state sectional and Public A titles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER LEADING SCORER...Raider senior Leo Ramos, No. 15, not only led the Raiders in
scoring with 22.9 points per game but also the county.

More photos
at Ballyhoo Sports
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LOOK WHO IS #1 IN THE WESTFIELD WEST 
OFFICE FOR TOTAL UNIT PRODUCTION!

•  Top Agent in the Westfield West Office for total unit 

production in 2014

• #1 Agent in total volume and units for 2014 in Cranford

•  Top 2% of all Coldwell Banker sales associates 

worldwide

• NJAR Circle of Excellence Gold Sales Gold Award 2014

• 7 Years of Real Estate Experience

•  Founder/Community Supporter of 365 Things to Do  

in Cranford/Westfield, NJ

SHARON STEELE
          Sales Associate

Office: (908) 223-0065   –   Cell: (908) 447-3579  –   Sharon.Steele@cbmoves.com

Congratulations On Your Outstanding Sales Achievement in 2014!


