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PACE TOTALED 297 PTs, MacLELLAND 2ND AT 254 PTs

Lady Cougars Show Growth
By End of Basketball Season

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In their 51-47 loss at Voorhees, the
Cranford High School girls basket-
ball team ended what had been a
largely frustrating season on a hope-
ful note. The Cougars finished with a
6-18 overall record that included last
place in the conference and a first
round ouster in the county playoffs.
But in going toe to toe with second-
seeded Voorhees in the first round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
playoffs, head coach Jacqueline Dyer
saw signs of the kind of team she
hopes to see next season.

“Our best moment, was our recent
loss to Voorhees,” said Dyer. “Com-
ing in as the 15th seed and facing a
very strong second seed, I couldn’t be

prouder of how hard the girls worked
and played.”

Cranford never really got untracked
this season. So many of the Cougar
losses shared a common thread. They
would often play well for portions of
games only to be undone by a pro-
longed scoring drought or a sloppy
stretch of play. Yet if one looks close
enough, there were subtle indicators
that the Cougars were coming to-
gether by the end of the season.

In their final five games, beginning
with a tough, 46-39 loss to Westfield,
the Cougars played solid basketball.
They beat Union Catholic by 17 and
followed that with a 45-point blow-
out of Linden. Then they lost by three
points to A.L. Johnson and played
valiantly in their state playoff match

against Voorhees. The Cougars in fact,
held a 12-point lead early in the fourth
quarter of that game.

“They held their leading scorer,
Erin Jones, to six points in the first
half,” said Dyer. “And even though
we were down in the last few min-
utes, they never stopped fighting and
played hard to the very end.”

With only Erin Meixner and Lisa
Silvestrini slated to graduate,
Cranford should not suffer for lack of
continuity heading into next season.
Junior guard Lyndsay Pace was the
team’s leading scorer this year (297
points 12.9 ppg). Perhaps most en-
couraging of all was that Pace really
surged towards the end of the season.
In her final four games, Pace scored

GOZDIESKI GRABBED DISTRICT 11 CROWN AT 160-LBS

Blue Devil Matmen Matured,
Finished With Key Victories

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Positive attitudes, even with an
addition of new personnel, did be-
come a breeding ground for a season
of rapid improvement for this year’s
Westfield High School wrestling
team. Coming down the home stretch,
the Blue Devils defeated Brearley
and pulled off stunning upsets of the
Governor Livingston Highlanders,
who placed second in the Union
County Tournament (UCT), and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood then toppled
Linden in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament before falling to
top-seeded North Hunterdon to fin-
ish with an 11-7 record.

“This year’s team had its struggles,
but worked hard and improved as the
season went on. We only had four
seniors on the roster and put some
inexperienced kids in tough situa-

tions. Some of our younger wrestlers
like Alan Dente, Danny Hoerle and
Phil Ricca got a taste of varsity action
that should serve them well heading
into next year,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

The Blue Devils did, however, ex-
perience a dismal performance in the
UCT in January, but did a nearly
complete about-face to knock off the
Highlanders, Raiders and Tigers.

“We had memorable wins against
Governor Livingston, Scotch Plains
and Linden. The team got a huge
boost when Jack Miller and Nick
Kalimtzis returned from injury for
the Scotch Plains match and the end
of the season,” Coach Kurz said.

Junior Jerek Gozdieski placed third
in the Union County Tournament
(UCT), second at the Roselle Park
Tournament, first in the District 11
Tournament and fourth in Region 3,

one short of making it to the NJSIAA
Tournament in Atlantic City (AC) at
160-lbs and finished with a 29-8 record.

“Jarek Gozdieski had an outstand-
ing junior year. He’s a kid, who you
know is going to show up and give
everything he has, everyday, whether
he’s in a match or practice. I’m look-
ing forward to watching him progress
and know he’ll be going down to
Atlantic City next year. He set high
goals for himself and worked as hard
as he could to reach them. I think the
way this year ended will leave him
hungry to work for a trip to AC in his
senior year,” Coach Kurz said.

Like Gozdieski, senior Cotter
Spurlock, who placed third in the
district at 220-lbs, came one win shy
of qualifying for the NJSIAA Tour-
nament and finished with a 26-5
record. Early in the season, Spurlock
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING A DISTRICT 11 TITLE...Blue Devil junior Jarek Gozdieski, left, won the District 11 160-lb crown, took third
in the Union County Tournament, placed fourth in the region and finished with a 29-8 record.
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LEADING COUGAR SCORER...Cougar junior Lindsay Pace, left, led the Cougars in scoring with 297 points , including
a season high 31 points against A.L. Johnson. She also had 44 steals.
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