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Blue Devils’ Tough Basketball Schedule Paid Off
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

At one time Ron Kashlak was the
face of the WHS ice hockey record
book.

Goals in a game? Season? Career?
Ron Kashlak.

Assists in a game? Season? Ca-
reer? Ron Kashlak.

Points in a game? Season? Career?
That would be Ron Kashlak.

He was the Wayne Gretzky of WHS
hockey. Or, as he would prefer to be
remembered, the Steve Yzerman of
WHS hockey.

“I grew up a Devils fan, but I al-
ways wore No. 19 for Steve Yzerman,”
Kashlak said. “I always appreciated
his demeanor as the captain of his
team, in addition to his skills on the
ice. He always made it look so easy. I
remember watching videos of him
when I was young and then trying to
re-enact his moves when I played.”

From the time Kashlak entered
WHS in the fall of 1995 until he
graduated in 1999, the record book
never had a chance. He led the team
in scoring all four years, including a
pair of 96-point seasons. His career
totals: 163 goals, 110 assists, 273
points.

As a junior, Kashlak put up 96
points in 26 games, including 64
goals. And then he scored 96 more in
28 games as a senior, with 59 goals.
That’s 192 points in just 54 games,
nearly four points per game. He
played left wing on a line with Bran-
don Kape and Josh Falcone, and tal-
ented defenseman Mike Bird was
around during those years, too.

While most of school records still
stand, a couple were broken by the
Meyer brothers. C.J. Meyer had 40
assists in 2011 and 113 assists from
2008-11. Sam Meyer scored seven
goals in a game in 2013.

But Kashlak still holds the records
for points in a game (10), season (96,
twice) and career (273).

“I was fortunate to be on some
good teams with good players,”
Kashlak said. “That always plays a
huge part when you’re talking about
stats and records. I guess I should
have passed the puck a little more to
get my assists up.”

Even while he was dominating in
the winter on the ice, Kashlak knew
there would be limits to how long he
played hockey. His other passion was
golf, and golf had long-range poten-
tial.

When Kashlak came to WHS,
coach Joe Soviero’s golf teams were
coming off a period of extended ex-
cellence. But Kashlak, Doug
Brandley, Rob McCullam, Brian
Mann, Brent Bramnick and Jeff We-
ber went 18-0 in 1998, including con-
ference, county and sectional titles.
Twice Kashlak lost playoffs for med-
alist honors, once at conference and
once at counties.

He attended Lehigh University, a
Division 1 golf school, and although
the Engineers had a good club hockey
program, Kashlak’s sports future was

still love it when I do get the chance
to play. It always brings me back to
those days playing at Westfield High,
which will always be special.”

IN THE GENES
Sutton Wunderle, the daughter of

1988 WHS graduates Max Wunderle
and Christina Caroe, experienced all
the highs and lows of sports in the
space of a couple minutes last Satur-
day. Competing in the Connecticut
girls ice hockey championship game,
the senior scored one goal and as-
sisted on the second as Simsbury
battled back to earn a 2-2 tie against
a cooperative team from East Catho-
lic/Glastonbury/South Windsor. Then
in overtime she tore the ACL in her
knee (second time, same knee) mean-
ing the all-state attack will miss this
spring’s lacrosse season. She’s al-
ready been accepted to Connecticut
and Indiana, is waiting list at
Vanderbilt and Michigan, and is wait-
ing to hear from Cornell and
Dartmouth.

‘FLASHBACK’
Have you visited the new “Flash-

back” feature on Varsity Vantage’s
facebook page? It’s a daily “On This
Date in Westfield Sports History” that
includes some of the great names
from WHS’s past and present. Please
check it out and ‘like’ it.

NJSIAA HALL OF FAME
Westfield resident Gil Chapman, a

football star at Thomas Jefferson in
Elizabeth and later at Michigan, and
Bill Austin, a SP-F graduate who later
starred at Rutgers, were among the
eight new inductees into the NJSIAA
Hall of Fame in December.

Chapman was a star running back
at Elizabeth Thomas Jefferson High
School (’71) and later at Michigan.
His son Gil Scott grew up in Westfield
and played on the PAL football team
before concentrating on his main love,
music. Gil Scott (’08) is now an ac-
claimed pianist and performer.

Also inducted were former ath-
letes Bruce Taylor of Perth Amboy
and Jessica Galli of Hillsborough,
along with Pingry soccer coach Miller
Bugliari, Steinert baseball coach Rich
Giallella, Montclair lacrosse coach
Gil Gibbs and Haddonfield baseball
coach Joe Hartman.

The NJSIAA Hall of Fame has had
yearly inductions since it started in
1996.

Previous inductees with local con-
nections include:

2003: Gary Kehler, WHS football/
wrestling/golf coach

2006: Lou Rettino, Westfield resi-
dent and longtime Union football
coach

2008: Carol Blazejowski, former
Cranford basketball trailblazer

2011: Paul Robeson, athlete, enter-
tainer, activist and former Westfield
resident

2012: Bill Ard, former New York
Giant and Westfield resident

2012: Bob Baly, longtime coach/
administrator and Westfield resident

2013: Renaldo (Skeets) Nehemiah,
former SP-F hurdles legend and pro
footballer

IN PASSING
Brian Carman, guitarist for the ’60s

rockers the Chantays, passed away
on March 1 at age 69. The California-
based guitar band recorded the in-
strumental classic “Pipeline” and
played it on the Lawrence Welk Show
in May 1963.

Dan Pugliese, a longtime Booster
Club member, passed away on March
5 at age 71. His son Tony was WHS’s
starting second baseman in 1984.

Gene Patton, better known to TV
audiences of the late 1970s as “Gene,
Gene the Dancing Machine” on The
Gong Show, passed away on March
14 at age 81. Patton, who lost both of
his legs to diabetes, was a stagehand
who would come dancing onto the
stage to the tune of “Jumpin’ at the
Woodside” by Count Basie. And the
crowd would go wild.

sealed.
“They played golf in both the fall

and spring,” he said. “With two sea-
sons covered by weekend golf trips
up and down the east coast, and the
workload of Lehigh in general, I didn’t
spend a lot of time having regrets
about hockey.”

He has since won a couple of club
championships at Echo Lake and one
at Shackamaxon. He lives in Hoboken
and currently works in the financial
end of things at American Surgisite
Center, an eye surgery business in
Somerset.

What makes Kashlak’s athletic ca-
reer even more interesting is because
of where he lived when he was break-
ing all those hockey records and help-
ing the golf team.

“I lived in Scotch Plains but at-
tended WHS for high school, since
my mother was a teacher at Washing-
ton School,” Kashlak said. “My sister
Michelle and I both went to WHS. It
wasn’t a major transition since we

already had a lot of ties to Westfield,
through sports, church and other ac-
tivities. For myself, it couldn’t have
made more sense to go to Westfield
from a pure athletic standpoint. They
had just launched the ice hockey pro-
gram the previous year, and the golf
team’s home course was Echo Lake,
where I grew up playing.

“Michelle and I were both on the
Westfield “Y” swim team growing
up. She was very good and stuck with
it through high school. Once I started
playing organized hockey at the age
of 9 my swimming days were pretty
much done. I was a lot more serious
about hockey. I made my first travel
team when I was 9 and didn’t really
focus on golf too much until a few
years later.”

While hockey has been put on the
back burner, Kashlak still does muck
and grind a little.

“Over the past 10 years I played a
few seasons of men’s league hockey,
but not consistently,” he said. “But I

Record-Setting Kashlak
Eyes Other Goals Now

STRIKING ICE GOLD...The NJ Devils PW Red hockey team struck gold at Lake
Placid. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Jack Pryma, Kyel Snyder, Austin
Kramer, Andrew Walsh and Max Bock; second row, Andy Lumelleau, Patrick
Lumelleau, Julian Poole, Alex Popov, Leo Shear and Pierce Monsey; back row,
Coach Paul Boesgaard, Justin Hornstein, Kieran Hollander, Thomas Pelliccio,
Kyle Remo, Will Gamba, Aidan Cass, Alex Loschert and Coach Tiger Cass.

Jim O’Connor (NJSportPic.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE WINNING TEAM...Freshmen Sean Bohrod, No. 36, (Westfield) and
Brian Heath, No. 18, (Scotch Plains) saw action for Muhlenberg College in its 15-
5 win over Lycoming in Allentown, Pa. on March 14.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Some 35 Years after that cold snowy
day in 1980, the NJ Devils PW Red
Hockey Team, on an equally cold and
snowy day on March 7, captured the
Gold Medal in Lake Placid and cre-
ated a little Olympic History of their

own. This was done by boys from
Westfield; Will Gamba, Justin
Hornstein and Kyle Synder; Scotch
Plains, Leo Shear; Fanwood, Kyle
Remo; and Cranford, Kieran Hol-
lander.

WF Youth Strike Gold at Lake Placid Hockey

Probitas Verus Honos

(Westfield won) to face another top-
10 team in The Patrick School. The
outcome of that game went down to
Westfield’s final 3-point range shot
that bounced off the rim, resulting in
a 45-43 setback.

The Blue Devils recovered to de-
stroy Dickinson in the first round of
the sectional tournament then they
leveled fourth-seeded Ridge in over-
time in the quarterfinal round. Their
run finally came to a halt against top-
seeded Franklin in the semifinals.
Franklin went on to win the title and
to advance to the Tournament of
Champions.

“We hit our stride at the right time. It
started on February 14th with a win at
New Providence and we never looked
back. We continued our winning streak
and excellent team play through the
counties, taking us all the way to the
finals for what proved to be an amazing
game,” Coach McKeon said.

Seniors Lil Scott, Jackie Knapp
and Jamie Miller were the team lead-
ers and were a huge influence through-
out their four-year varsity careers.
This season, Scott led the team with
402 points, including 41 3-pointers,
to up her career total to 1,540, second
on the WHS all-time list behind Erin
Miller (2008) at 1,580. Scott also had
75 assists, 92 rebounds, 48 steals and
six blocks.

Knapp, who scored 340 points this
season (22 3-pointers), became No. 3
on the WHS list with 1,370 points.
She also added 67 assists, 65 re-
bounds, 67 steals and eight blocks.
Miller’s primary discipline was on
defense.

Scott with a total of 264 steals and
Knapp with 303 for a total of 567
surpassed Gab O’Leary (2008) and
Erin Miller, whose total was 533, to
become Westfield’s “Chief Thief”
twosome. Miller with 315 thefts still
remains the all-time WHS individual
leader with Knapp right behind.
O’Leary had 218 thefts. Scott with
287 and Knapp with 277 also gave
Erin Miller with 343 and O’Leary
with 314 a run for their money in
career assists.

Juniors Olivia Luzzi and Amalia
Montes, along with sophomores
Hannah Liddy and Shannon Devitt,
proved to be most influential across

the board for the Blue Devils this
season. Luzzi netted 114 points, in-
cluding 21 3-pointers, and dished out
26 assists, while adding 27 rebounds,
19 steals and six blocks.

Montes tied Devitt for the lead in
rebounds with 107 each. She also
scored 85 points and added 11 blocks,
11 assists and five steals. Devitt buck-
eted 89 points and had 26 steals, 16
assists and a team-leading 20 blocked
shots. Liddy scored 108 points (15 3-
pointers) and added 90 rebounds, 34
steals, 20 assists and nine blocks.

Several girls from the bench also
made fine contributions. Junior Abby
Demers scored 34 points and added
25 rebounds, nine assists and six
steals. Sophomore Danielle Rinaldi
netted 56 points, including seven 3-
pointers, and added 20 assists, 19
rebounds, 16 steals and four blocks.
Freshman Grace Elliott had 43 points

(4 3-pointers) with 11 rebounds, six
assists and 10 steals. Sophomores
Lizzi Brucia and Jenna Iorio also saw
some varsity time.

Although the graduation of three
talented seniors may cause a ripple,
there still could be some smooth sail-
ing for next year’s Blue Devils with
the return of two-year varsity veter-
ans, Montes, Luzzi, Liddy and Devitt.

“We wanted to send our seniors off
in style and I believe we did that. I
couldn’t have asked for more from a
group of young ladies. We had a lot of
hurdles to overcome and they all stuck
together, played as a team and ac-
complished what we set out to ac-
complish. I’m sad to see it all end but
like I said, I couldn’t be more proud,”
Coach McKeon said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONE REAL “CHIEF THIEF”...Blue Devil senior Jackie Knapp, No. 2, had 303 career steals and combined with senior Lil
Scott to become the Blue Devils’ All-Time “Chief Thief” pair with 567 steals. Knapp also became No. 3 on the WHS scoring
list with 1,370 career points. She also had 277 career assists.

Ron Kashlak
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LOOK WHO IS #1 IN THE WESTFIELD WEST 
OFFICE FOR CLOSED DOLLAR VOLUME!

•   Top Agent in the Westfield West office for closed dollar 
     volume 2014

•   Ranked #15 out of over 3100 sales associates of Coldwell  
     Banker Residential Brokerage NJ & Rockland County, NY

•   Top 2% of all Coldwell Banker sales associates worldwide

•   NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® 1977-2010, 
     2012-2014

•   40 years of real estate experience and exceptional service

JOYCE TAYLOR
         Sales Associate

Office: (908) 233-0065   –   Cell: (908) 313-1542  –   Joyce.Taylor@cbmoves.com

Congratulations on Your Outstanding Sales Achievement in 2014!


