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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

By Sal Caruana
Former Westfield Councilman

Political legacies are built upon
leadership and public policy; how-
ever in the digital era visual images
can create emotional responses that,
fairly or unfairly, become permanent
memories too. Twenty years from
now will New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie’s two terms be remembered
by two now famous hugs?

Hug Number One occurred in his
first term, at the Jersey Shore on
October 31, 2012 when President
Obama came to tour the damage done
by Hurricane Sandy and in a now
famous photo was warmly welcomed
by our Governor. Though Christie
later insisted that it wasn’t techni-
cally “a hug,” his effusive praise for
the President most certainly was and
his approval rating in New Jersey
shot up an incredible 19 points to 67
percent.

There is no doubt that in his first
term Governor Christie did do a lot
of embracing. He embraced his of-
fice and the people of New Jersey by
holding over 100 town hall meet-
ings, and he embraced difficult is-
sues. Christie provided bold new
leadership in two needed areas: edu-
cation and public pension reform.
On his watch the number of private
sector jobs increased and the num-
ber of government jobs decreased.
As he promised, he did not increase
taxes, and on behalf of a grateful
state, he expressed our appreciation
to President Obama in a way that
made all New Jersey residents proud.
Christie did an outstanding job his
first term, and he was rewarded by
the voters with over 60 percent of
the vote in his 2013 re-election. He
got my vote too.

Hug Number Two occurred in his
current second term, this past Janu-
ary in the owner’s box at AT&T Sta-
dium in Arlington Texas, the home of
the Dallas Cowboys. New Jersey foot-
ball fans won’t forget it, and neither
will many voters. While he may be a
lifetime fan, the image was a stark

Westfield Town Council Thanked for
Passing Sewer Ordinance

Governor Christie:
New Jersey Needs Attention

reminder that Christie’s second term
has brought a more personal agenda
featuring him as a traveling Presiden-
tial hopeful. In the modern era of big
money and important primaries, run-
ning for president is almost a full-
time job and it begins years in ad-
vance. It helps to be unemployed (see
Hillary Clinton and Jeb Bush) be-
cause the path involves both constant
travel and fundraising. Governor
Christie unofficially began this jour-
ney only a few weeks after his land-
slide re-election in 2013, when he
was appointed chairman of the Re-
publican Governors Association for
2014. In that strategic and high pro-
file role, he traveled the country and
raised $117 million for Republican
gubernatorial candidates. According
to Matt Arco at NJ.com: “Christie
spent all or part of 137 days out of
state last year, with the bulk of the
travel dedicated to his duties as chair-
man of the Republican Governors
Association.” This year the New Jer-
sey Republican Party will be paying
the bills for his partisan travels, which
began in January with visits to six
states for the swearing in of gover-
nors he helped to get elected.

Jeb Bush’s recent entry into the
presidential race may have given the
rest of the field pause to reconsider
their day jobs and buff up their track
records. Governor Christie seems to
have refocused too. His pension
promises have been broken, and this
has been a good place for him to start.
Recently he held his first town hall
meeting in six months. Repeat: six
months. Clearly the Governor has
been busy, or distracted, or both.
Rooting for the Cowboys can be a big
headache too. In the three years he
has left in office, I hope Chris Christie
has One More Hug for us to remem-
ber him by: a re-embrace of the job
we elected him to do and he did so
well in his first term. New Jersey can
ill-afford a part-time governor for
another year or more.

I would like to express my appre-
ciation to the Westfield Town Coun-
cil for the enactment of a new sewer
fee ordinance (general ordinance no.
2034) last December 16.

The prior sewer fee ordinance es-
tablished different sewer fee rates for
apartments and condominiums, with
cooperatives given the apartment rate.
I pointed out that apartments, condo-
miniums, and cooperatives are forms
of ownership and not types of struc-
tures. Thus, I am pleased that the new
sewer fee ordinance is based on types

of structures and not on forms of
ownership.

I would like to thank Councilman
Sam Della Fera for ushering the new
sewer fee ordinance through the
town’s legislative process. I would
also like to thank former Mayor Allen
Chin for his faithful representation of
Westfield on the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority since 1985.

Kenneth L. MacRitchie
Red Bank

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Mazama – The Rocky Mountain

goat
2. Stercoraceous – Having the nature

of feces
3. Jacare – A Brazilian alligator
4. Arctation – Contraction of a natural

opening

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ECHINODERMATOUS
1. Having the characteristics of spines
2. Covered with warts or moles
3. Ossified; bony
4. Leathery or toughened outer surface

VARAN
1. A Spanish, Portuguese and Latin

American unit of linear measure
2. The monitor lizard
3. A small pit or dent in the skin
4. A scar

IRIDEREMIA
1. Total absence of sunlight
2. Absence of pigment in the skin
3. Partial or total adsence of the iris
4. Discontent

TROIKA
1. An astringent or repellent
2. A short, thick stick of wood used as

a weapon
3. A hut built on stilts by the Tartars
4. A carriage drawn by three horses

abreast

U.S. Senator’s Statement Marking
Saint Patrick’s Day

Commentary
Hillary Didn’t Know of

Int’l Espionage?
Re: First Lady of the United States,

U.S. Senator, U.S. Secretary of State,
over 20 years experience with classi-
fied information.

There is no U.S. Intelligence Di-
rectorate that will allow an iPhone or
Blackberry into its confines. There
are 17 Directorates in the U.S. gov-
ernment.

There are hundreds of SCIFs
throughout government to insure in-
telligence remains classified. (SCIF
is Secret Compartmentalized Intelli-
gence Facility).

With all her experience, she has
never learned a private device is not
allowed? She has never been in a
SCIF? She has never been briefed
that private devices are susceptible to
international espionage?

She wants to be President?
USSS Agent

I extend my warmest wishes to the
members of the Irish American com-
munity in New Jersey and around the
world as they celebrate Saint Patrick’s
Day on March 17. Originally a cel-
ebration of Ireland’s patron saint,
Saint Patrick’s Day has become an
opportunity to express and celebrate
Ireland’s rich cultural heritage. As
leaders of Northern Ireland’s politi-
cal parties are also scheduled to meet

this week to discuss a path forward
with the Northern Ireland peace pro-
cess, I hope that the gathering of all
Irish communities in celebration of
Saint Patrick’s Day will bring new
progress towards peace for all Irish,
whether you are celebrating in New
Jersey or elsewhere. I wish you all a
very happy Saint Patrick’s Day.

U.S. Senator Bob Menendez
(D-NJ)

Violating Quarantine to
Result in Penalties

TRENTON – Legislation has been in-
troduced in Trenton that would establish
criminal penalties for violating quaran-
tine orders.Under the bill, A-4272, a quar-
antine violator would be charged with a
disorderly persons offense, punishable
by up to six months imprisonment and a
$1,000 fine. If that person exhibits symp-
toms of the disease, he or she could be
charged with a fourth degree crime with
a sentence of up to 18 months in prison
and a fine of up to $10,000. And if the
person transmits the disease, he or she
can be charged with a third degree crime,
which carries three-to-five years impris-
onment and up to a $15,000 fine.

Fanwoodian McNally Gives Thanks
For Council Recognition

Thanks for honor that I accept as an
honor for all volunteering and work
that everyone does for our town, area,
and specifically our recycling center: I
feel deserving of this award as I feel
representative of all in my town and
area ... and our communities deserve
all the support we can give!

Regarding everyone’s volunteering
and recycling of our materials at our
Fanwood Recycling Center: Many
thousands of people have volunteered
for Fanwood and recycling since their
starts as ideas in the 1870’s for Fanwood
and the 1970’s for Recycling. I’m only
following the millions of actions be-
fore, during and in the future .. with all
of us working for improvements. We
have a unique recycling situation and
program in Fanwood with a model of
community consciousness. We’ve had
over 50 community organizations and
over 50 businesses who’ve donated
and benefited from the Fanwood Re-
cycling operations since the begin-
ning. Every citizen has contributed to
and benefited from our developments
via many kinds of support and taxa-
tion, and our whole earth benefits from
our conservation and resource con-
sciousness and activism. Also, as many
know, we have arrested citizens and
detention students doing community
service at our Recycling Center.

While we honor our volunteers, as
I’m only one of these thousands, let’s
remember for Fanwood’s Recycling
Center: that all households and busi-
nesses donate time, intelligence and
taxes for its operation and success; that
the Center’s operations on a borough
DPW site have always been greatly
assisted by DPW’s of Fanwood, Scotch

Plains and Union County (the two town
DPW’s helped build the Center’s five
giant concrete bins for metals and glass
and all three DPW’s have helped with
paving and other heavy foundations
and critical equipment that we use to
get more value from plastics (that come
from our energy oil from underground
and underseas), papers (from trees any-
where in the world), electronics (with
noble and heavy metals and toxins),
and many other household and busi-
ness goods and supplies (some quite
heavy); and, for recyclers who can’t
come on do-it-yourself-as-able
Wednesdays .. that they try to time and
coordinate themselves for Saturdays
to do our social line-ups most effi-
ciently. In regard to what I’m calling
social line-ups, we continue to look for
ways to improve our traffic flow and
time usage for recycling by new learn-
ing and applications ... and we are
continually open to suggestions.

If anyone would like to communi-
cate more about any of this with me
they are of course welcome and I’d try
to give most valuable replies to any
question or comment. And come see
me almost anytime Wednesdays at the
Recycling Center, especially in the plas-
tics area!

Thanks again for beautiful award!
And, Mayor Mahr would remember
my fondness for town parents and rail-
roads. (please note no sexism in word
“parent”) (my deceased father helped
with real estate and was the railroad’s
chief engineer for the 1970’s rebuild of
New York Penn Station and Madison
Square Garden).

Harry McNally
Fanwood

Tom Kean Encouraged
By Consensus on PA

Core Mission
“It’s encouraging that my Democrat

colleagues are now echoing a key com-
ponent of my comprehensive, common-
ground reform legislation — a provision
prohibiting the Port Authority from spend-
ing public dollars on anything but a core
mission of quality mass transportation.
It’s critical to note that the common-
ground bill, S-2794, includes overdue
transparency reforms while eliminating
from the failed S-2181 onerous property
provisions, which would have made it
virtually impossible for the Port Author-
ity to sell billions of dollars of non-
transportation-related real estate.”

DEFINITION
OF IS IS?

N.J. Shouldn’t Look to Lottery,
Gambling as Revenue Generators

New Jersey lawmakers are at it again. In an effort
to build state revenues, they are turning again to
increase money from gambling; this time with lot-
tery tickets.

On Monday, the Assembly Tourism, Gaming and
the Arts Committee approved legislation, A-4018,
that would allow the operation of lottery courier
services to deliver tickets to customers at their
homes.

Assemblyman John Burzichelli (D-3rd,
Gloucester), who sponsored the bill, told CBS New
York that food, water, clothing and other items are
delivered to homes. But those are essential items.
Should we include lottery tickets with Meals on
Wheels deliveries? The proposed law, or course,
would not allow this, with language included in the
bill that would require lottery courier services to be
registered with the New Jersey Lottery Commis-
sion.

While licensed couriers could charge a fee for
their service, they would not be allowed to collect a
portion of lottery winnings from their customers.
The couriers also would be allowed to redeem win-
ning lottery tickets “on behalf of their customers
with proper consent and the maintenance of a data-

base that would be subject to random audits by the
(lottery) commission,” according to the legislation.

The lawmaker said the goal of the bill is to deliver
lottery tickets to the homebound. Our concern is that
these persons might either be seniors on fixed in-
comes or persons collecting disability checks, who
don’t have the income for the lottery in the first
place.

New Jersey is also continuing its fight to legalize
sports gambling. On Tuesday, the state was back
before the Third District Court of Appeals in Phila-
delphia along with attorneys for the NCAA and four
professional sports leagues. The leagues and NCAA
sued in 2012 to stop New Jersey from implementing
a law that would have allowed sports gambling in the
Garden State. Currently, sports gambling is only
legal in Nevada where Las Vegas is located.

New Jersey began online gambling in November
2013. The state hoped Internet gambling would
revive Atlantic casinos, although many of the casi-
nos closed in 2014.

We believe the state should look for better revenue
sources than gambling and the lottery or, for that
matter, legalizing marijuana to generate revenue as
Sen. Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) proposed in 2014.

From Whitman to Christie,
Pensions Have Been Abused

For the past 20 years, New Jersey governors have
failed to address New Jersey’s funding and abuse
problems with government pensions.

First there was Governor Christine Todd Whitman
who told local mayors and town councils in the
1990s that they did not have to budget for pensions
because pensions were over funded.

Then there was Governor James McGreevey who
also failed to put enough money in the budget for
pensions. He resigned with 14 months left in his
term over a gay affair he had with Golan Cipil, an
Israeli national. Then, Gov. McGreevey landed a job
teaching government ethics.

So there was Governor Jon Corzine who tried to
sell the New Jersey Turnpike to balance the budget.
Then he proposed an 800 percent hike in Turnpike
tolls. By this time, the people had had enough – he
wound up losing his re-election bid to Chris Christie.

After leaving office, Mr. Corzine was chief execu-
tive officer of MF Global when an estimated $1.6
billion in customer money was misplaced. A con-

gressional investigation determined the money was
lost due to Mr. Corzine’s “poor management deci-
sions and lax protections for customer funds,” ac-
cording to a Reuters report.

And now there is Governor Christie who people
put their faith in to tackle the problems like the tough
guy he claims to be. But the abusers are running
rampant while the legitimate workers and the tax-
payers are being scuttled.

Then, after reaching an agreement with employee
unions, Gov. Christie reduced pensions payments by
$1 billion last year and another $1.6 billion this year.

A judge recently ordered that the Governor could
not cut pensions by $1.6 billion in the Fiscal Year
2016 budget, but Gov. Christie has included only a
$1.3 billion payment in the FY16 budget and now
the unions are suing him again saying that the
amount falls short of the $3.1 billion required by a
state law.

In response, Governor Christie has decided he
wants to be President.


