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Dierkes, Fortunato Picked
As GOP Freeholder Cands.
COUNTY — The Republican

Committee of Union County an-
nounced that Rene Dierkes, a coun-
cilman in Mountainside, and Rich
Fortunato, of Scotch Plains, will be
on the ballot in the Tuesday, June 2,
Primary Election for the Republican
Party nomination to run in the Tues-
day, November 3, General Election
for Union County freeholder.

Mr. Dierkes and Mr. Fortunato re-
leased the following statement:

“We believe that the County Board
of Chosen Freeholders should be
doing a much better job for Union
County residents. There are many
county programs which county resi-
dents appreciate and even depend on.
These range from various economic
initiatives, programs for the needy,
arts programs, the county park sys-
tem, and our county roads. The Free-
holders should be making their deci-
sions concerning county programs
based on what is best for county
residents and taxpayers.

“We believe that the Freeholders
should be making much better finan-
cial decisions. Spending by the county
government was more than $500
million last year. County debt pay-
ments will be almost $66 million this
year alone. Real estate taxes are a real
burden on our middle-class residents
as well as on our senior citizens,
many of whom live on fixed incomes.
The Freeholders have increased our

county real estate taxes by more than
20 percent over the last five years. In
many Union County towns, residents
pay more real estate taxes to the
county than they do to their towns.
That’s wrong and needs to change.

“Union County government has
been run for too long by Freeholders
less interested in residents and tax-
payers than they are with their politi-
cal cronies and contributors. Union
County deserves Freeholders who act
based on what is good for Union
County and not based on partisan
politics and political favoritism.”

According to a press release the
GOP Committee stated that, “Mr.
Dierkes and Mr. Fortunato will bring
years of business, financial and gov-
ernment experience to the Board of
Freeholders. They will be indepen-
dent of the Union County political
machine which has run Union County
for almost two decades. Mr. Dierkes
and Mr. Fortunato will start turning
the tide of political cronyism and
increased spending, taxes and debt
with which the Freeholders have rou-
tinely burdened Union County resi-
dents. Union County residents real-
ize that something is wrong at the
Board of Freeholders. Union County
voters, of whatever political party,
should support and vote for Mr.
Dierkes and Mr. Fortunato because
they will bring much needed change
to our Board of Freeholders.”

Green Issues Statement on
Court Decision on COAH

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jerry
Green (D-22nd, Plainfield), chairman
of the Assembly Housing and Com-
munity Development Committee, is-
sued the following statement regard-
ing the unanimous decision of the
New Jersey Supreme Court to direct
disputes over affordable housing re-
quirements to the judiciary rather than
the New Jersey Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH):

 “While the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion is indicative of some progress
when it comes to affordable housing,
this is a sad day for the State of New
Jersey. We’re reminded that this pro-
cess could have been avoided en-
tirely if the governor had worked
with the Legislature to resolve this
matter, as the people expect their
elected officials to do,” Asm. Green
said.

“We put forth legislation to ad-
dress affordable housing on behalf of
our most vulnerable residents – in-
cluding working mothers and fathers,
senior citizens and those with dis-
abilities – only to have it vetoed.
Unfortunately, instead of working
with us to find a viable solution to an
urgent and ongoing problem, the gov-
ernor consistently has turned his back
on low-income families.

“All that aside, this ruling is a wel-
come contrast to the inaction that
thus far has plagued our housing
policy. As we continue to review the
decision issued today, what’s most
important is that municipalities state-
wide make it a priority to comply
with the requirements of the Mount
Laurel doctrine and uphold the right
to affordable housing in New Jersey,”
Asm. Green said.

Mayor Mahr Running for
Re-Election to Fourth Term

FANWOOD — Colleen Mahr an-
nounced Monday that she is running
for re-election for a fourth term as
mayor of Fanwood. The announce-
ment comes just weeks after Union
County Democrats picked former
Rahway mayor James Kennedy over
Mayor Mahr for State Assembly in
the 22nd Legislative District to re-
place Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22nd, Scotch Plains) who is not
seeking re-election.

“Fanwood is a town of fewer than
10,000 people, just like 57 percent
of New Jersey’s communities. Our
community has made great progress
in redeveloping its ratables, provid-
ing a safe and secure environment
for families to raise children, and
winning the hard fought victory of
introducing ‘one seat ride’ along New
Jersey Transit’s Raritan Valley Line,”
Mayor Mahr said. “But like the rest
of New Jersey’s ‘Under 10’ commu-
nities, we continue to feel the con-
straints of the state-imposed budget
cap. It is only through partnerships
with the county, state and neighbor-
ing communities that smaller towns
have the ability to prosper and re-
spond to the needs of the middle
class. I have built those partnerships
on the local, county and state level to
move Fanwood and communities
like it forward. That is just one of
many reasons why I am asking the
good people of my community to re-
elect me as their mayor.”

 “I make this decision, knowing I

have the support of many public ser-
vants throughout Union County and
New Jersey who stand with me in
fighting for the middle class families.
It is my hope that I will have state
representatives who will be just as
diligent, proactive, and results-ori-
ented as I have been and will con-
tinue to be, both in and out of the
beautiful community of Fanwood,”
the mayor said.

Mayor Mahr said she has applied
her economic development acumen
to help foster redevelopment projects
in Fanwood, revitalize the economies
of Roselle and Jersey City, as well as
throughout Union County as head of
the county’s Division of Strategic Plan-
ning & Intergovernmental Relations.

She has been the co-chair of the
Mayor’s Housing Committee for the
past five years which has focused on
the affordable housing/COAH (Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing) issue in
the state. She has also been active in
the “Raise The Wage” campaign lead-
ing up to New Jersey voters’ approval
in a statewide referendum of raising
the state’s minimum wage in 2013.
When NJ Transit cancelled expansion
of the direct, one-seat trips into New
York City due to monetary constraints,
Mayor Mahr as the head of the Mayor’s
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, fought
to make sure federal grants were se-
cured to introduce evening direct ser-
vice, and she continues to serve as the
vice-chairwoman of Union County
Democratic Committee.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Fishman Said to Be Wrapping
Up Bridgegate Investigation

Multiple media reports say that the
New Jersey U.S. Attorney Paul J.
Fishman is wrapping up his probe of
the Bridgegate scandal, which involved
the closing of lanes to the entrance to
the George Washington Bridge in Fort
Lee.

Politico.com reports that the inves-
tigation has focused in on former Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey Chairman David Samson over al-
legations he leveraged Port Author-
ity negotiations with United Airlines
to ask United to operate a flight to his
South Carolina vacation home. Mr.
Samson was attorney general for the
first year of the McGreevey Adminis-
tration.

HHS Marks Fifth Anniversary
Of Affordable Care Act

One week out from the five-year
anniversary of the signing of the Af-
fordable Care Act, the federal
government’s Health and Human Ser-
vices Department is announcing that
about 16.4 million uninsured people
have gained health coverage since the
law’s passage – the largest change in
the uninsured in four decades.

“Because of the Affordable Care
Act young adults are able to stay on
their parents’ plans until age 26, states
can expand their Medicaid programs,
and tax credits are available to mil-
lions of Americans in all 50 states,
making health care coverage more
affordable and accessible,” HHS Sec-
retary Sylvia M. Burwell said. “When
it comes to the key metrics of
affordability, access, and quality, the
evidence shows that the Affordable
Care Act is working, and families,
businesses and taxpayers are better off
as a result.”
Bill Would Allow Home Delivery

Of Lottery Tickets in N.J.
The Assembly Tourism, Gaming

and the Arts Committee on Monday
voted 5-0 with 2 abstentions to ap-
prove legislation, A-4018, that would
allow the operation of lottery courier
services to deliver tickets to custom-
ers at their homes.

Assemblyman John Burzichelli (D-
3rd, Gloucester), who sponsored the
bill, told NJ Advance Media, “This
bill is aimed at saving players time and
broadening a customer base that pro-
vides revenue for services that benefit
all New Jersey residents.”

The four Democrats on the com-
mittee voted in favor of the bill while

two Republicans – Assemblymen
Ronald Dancer (R-12th Ocean) and
Christopher A. Brown (R-2nd, Atlan-
tic) – abstained.

The bill now will go before the full
state Assembly and state Senate for
consideration.

Sweeney Bill Puts Timeline on
Expectations on Receiving Aid
Senate President Stephen Sweeney

(D-3rd, Gloucester) has introduced
legislation designed to increase the
efficiency, transparency and account-
ability in the disbursement of aid to
the tens of thousands of New Jerseyans
whose lives were upended by
Superstorm Sandy.

“It has been more than two years
since Congress passed Sandy aid and
we still have at least 15,000 families
waiting to rebuild,” Senator Sweeney
said. “The problems with the Sandy
relief programs are well-documented
and the people who have been hurt are
residents whose homes and businesses
were damaged or destroyed. They were
victims of the storm and then they
were victimized by the aid process.”

Senator Sweeney, whose “Sandy
Bill of Rights” was vetoed by the
Governor last year, said his new bill
would require the state Department of
Community Affairs to provide an in-
dividualized timeline for each home-
owner showing when they can expect
to receive assistance through the Re-
habilitation, Reconstruction, Elevation
and Mitigation (RREM) program.

Under the legislation, the DCA
would be required to publish that in-
formation on an easy-to-access
website so that homeowners can fol-
low the progress of their paperwork.

House Speaker Calls on New
Probe of Hillary’s E-mails

 House Spreaker John Boehner (R-
Ohio) has announced a new probe
into Hillary Clinton’s private e-mail
use and Rep. Trey Gowdy (R-S.C.),
chairman of the House’s Select Com-
mittee on Benghazi, said Congress
may subpoena her e-mail server, ac-
cording to a New York Post report.

Mr. Gowdy and other Republicans
want to know if some of the e-mails on
the home server Mrs. Clinton used as
secretary of state contain information
about the 2012 attack in Benghazi,
Libya, in which U.S. ambassador
Christopher Stevens was killed, ac-
cording to the report. Mrs. Clinton has
said she deleted 30,000 of the 61,000
e-mails on the home server because
she determined they were private.
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Chamber Teams With Young
Entrepreneurs to Support Edu.

GARWOOD — Fourteen Young
Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!) stu-
dents from the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) are
among more than 8,000 students in
grades 6 through 12 across 38 states
who will benefit from a new collabora-
tion between YEA!, the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce Foundation and Sam’s
Club, a membership club serving the
small business community since 1983.

A $250,000 donation from Sam’s
Club fuels growth and support for
YEA!, an innovative national educa-
tional program that works to trans-
form middle and high school stu-
dents into confident entrepreneurs.

The GWACC students are in the
midst of a 30-week entrepreneurship
class to generate business ideas, con-
duct market research, write business
plans, pitch to a panel of investors, and
launch their own, legally-registered
companies. As a result of the spon-

sorship, The YEA! Program can ex-
pect: Local Sam’s Club and chamber
leaders to serve on YEA!, investor pan-
els to judge student business pitches
and award start-up funding, top entre-
preneur students to advance to a re-
gional competition and receive a $500
Sam’s Club shopping spree, inclusive
of membership, and Sam’s Club, cham-
ber leaders to judge the YEA!, select
YEA! students to pitch their business
plan to Sam’s Club buyers, learning to
prepare their business for retail and
potentially showcase their products in
select clubs and SamsClub.com.

The GWACC YEA! has been of-
fered at Westfield High School since
2014 to students from Mountainside,
Fanwood, Garwood Scotch Plains and
Westfield. Students interested in en-
rolling in next year’s class may con-
tact (908) 233-3021,
info@Westfieldareachamber.com or
www.GWACCNJ.com.

Munoz Bill Allowing APNs to
Determine Cause of Death Advances
TRENTON – Legislation that

would allow an attending advanced
nurse practitioner (APN) to deter-
mine their patients’ cause of death
has won General Assembly approval.

“As the patient’s primary treating
health professional, the APN is often
with the patient at time of death which
is a very emotional time for family
members,” said Assemblywoman
Nancy F. Muñoz, sponsor of the bill.
“APNs are trained professionals who
are licensed to treat, order tests, make
referrals to surgeons, diagnose and
manage long-term illnesses. It’s not

only appropriate, it’s common sense
to allow the attending APN to make
such a call. Doing so in a timely
manner will help the family move
forward.” The bill, A-1319/S-1152,
would allow an APN to determine the
cause of death and execute the death
certification of a patient when the
nurse is the patient’s primary
caregiver and the collaborating phy-
sician is not available. The measure
cleared the Assembly Health and
Senior Services Committee last
month. It now heads to the Senate for
consideration.


